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CHAPTER  I. — ^An  act  makiiig,  -azi  appropriation  for  the  mileage  and 
per  diem  pay  of  the  members,  ^nd  per  diem  pay  of  the  officers  and 
employes  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars^  oiV  so  .u^uch  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  apprdpx:ia!ipd>  but  of  any  moneys 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  fofe'thfe  payment  of  mileage 
and  per  diem  of  the  members,  and  the  payment  of  the  per  diem  of  the 
officers  and  employes,  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  <y,*  "^ 

Sec.  2.  The  certificate  of  the  secretary  of  the  Senati,  approved  by 
the  president  thereof,  or  the  certificate  of  the  chief  clerk  o£  »the  House, 
approved  by  the  speaker  thereof,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  4^the  comp- 
troller, upon  wljiich  he  shall  audit  the  claims  and' issue  warrants  upon  the 
treasurer  for  the  respective  amounts* 

Sec.  3.  And  whereas,  the  Seventeenth  Legislature,  for  the  payment 
of  the  officers  and  members  of  which  this  law  is  enacted,  is  now  in  ses- 
sion, and  public  policy  requires  their  immediate  payment,  therefore,  an 
emergency,  existing  that  this  law  take  bffect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  Januaiy  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  II. — An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature. 

Whereas,  It  is  of  sufficient  public  importance  that  the  contingent 
expenses  of  this  Legislature  be  promptly  paid,  in  order  that  the  material 
furnished  and  labor  performed  may  be  procured  at  cash  prices: 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature.  That,  except  in  the  case  of  accounts 
for  printing  don^  and  stationery  furnished,  the  certificate  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  contingent  expenses  that  an  account  has  been 
examined  and  approved  by  said  committee,  and  countersigned  by  the 
president  of  the  senate  or  the  speaker  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may  be 


2  Genebal  Laws  of  Texas.     Ch.  3,  4, 

shall  be  sufficient  authority  to  authorize  and  require  the  comptroller  of 
public  accounts  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  state  treasury  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  claim  against  said  fund.  The  accounts  for  printing  and 
stationery  shall  take  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  want  of  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  contingent  ex- 
peDses  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  creates  an  imperative  public  neces- 
sity that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in 
each  house  should  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended;  and  this  act 
shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  January  24,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  IIL— An  act  to  amend'krtitJie  436  of  the  Code  of  Criminal 
Procedure,  providing  for  the.tr^iK*er  of  indictments  from  the  district 
courts  to  courts  having  jurindi&tJon  thereof. 

.-'•.V  ' 

•    •  • 

Section  1.  Be  it  en^ote'd  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  435  ©f  tji^l$etised  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  adopfeeL  fty  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  be  so  amended  as 
hereafter  to  read  a'b.foHtJws: 

"Article  435,./»irMn  the  filing  of  an  indictment  in  the  district  court  of 
each  county,iil»;fr!^V  State,  which  charges  an  offense  over  which  such  court 
has  no  jurisdfe^Jbn,  the  judge  of  such  court  shall  immediately,  or  as  soon 
as  convenjfeat,*  make  an  order  transferring  the  same  to  such  inferior  court 
as  mg,|5f  Jt^Y©  jurisdiction  to  try  the  offense  therein  charged,  stating  in 
suol^  OrdeV  the  cause  transferred,  and  to  what  court  transferred. 

Approved  February  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  IV. — An  act  to  extend  the  time  within  which  all  persons 
whose  lands  have  been  sold  for  taxes  and  bought  in  by  the  State,  may 
redeem  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  lands  which  have  been  sold  for  taxes  and  bought  in  by  the 
State  shall  be  restored  to  the  owners  of  the  same,  if,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  said  owners  or  their  agents  shall  pay 
to  the  State  the  original  taxes  due  thereon  and  taxes  due  for  each  year 
since  said  sale,  with  eight  per  cent,  interest  thereon  per  annum  from  the 
date  of  the  accrual  of  each  year's  taxes  and  all  costs  which  have  accrued 
thereon,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
comptroller  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2,  Whereas,  there  are  persons  whose  lands  have  been  sold  and 
are  anxious  to  redeem  the  same,  an  emergency  exists,  and  an  imperative 
public  necessity  demands  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  a  bill  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days,  be  suspended,  and  that  this  bill  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage.  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  Google 
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CHAPTER  V. — An  act  to  repeal  article  four  hundred  and.  fifty-one 
(451),  chapter  six  (6),  of  title  seventeen  (17),  of  "  an  act  to  adopt  and 
establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas." 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tfexas, 
That  article  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  (451),  chapter  six  (6),  of  title  seven- 
teen (17),  of  "an  act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes 
of  the  State  of  Texas,"  be  and  is  hei  eby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  conflict  of  the  above  article  with  other  provisions  of  the 
Revised  Civil  Statutes  regulating  the  mode  of  procedure  in  the  seizure 
and  sale  of  real  estate  for  taxes  in  cities  and  towns  creates  an  emergency 
which  requires  this  bill  to  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  VI. — An  act  to  amend  section  one  6f  "  an  act  to  diminish 
the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  of  certain  coun- 
ties in  this  State,  and  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of 
said  counties  to  such  change,"  approved  March  27,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  courts  of  the  counties  of  Polk,  Jasper,  Newton,  Blanco, 
Brown,  Camp,  Chambers,  Coleman,  Concho,  Coryell,  Crockett,  El  Paso, 
Franklin,  Hamilton,  Hardin,  Jefferson,  Liberty,  Llano,  Marion,  Mata- 
gorda, McCulloch,  Morris,  Nacogdoches,  Pecos,  Presidio,  Sabine,  San 
Augustine,  San  Jacinto,  San  Saba,  Shelby,  Titus,  Tom  Green,  Trinity, 
Tyler,  Orange  and  Angelina  shall  have  and  exercise  the  general  jurisdic- 
tion of  probate  courts;  shall  probate  wills,  appoint  guardians  of  minors, 
idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  coinpos  me7itis  2knd  comiaon  drunkards;  grant 
letters  testamentary  and  of  administration;  settle  accounts  of  executors, 
administrators  and  guardians;  transact  all  business  appertaining  to  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons,  minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  compos 
mentis  and  common  drunkards,  including  the  partition,  settlement  and 
distribution  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  to  apprentice  minors,  as 
prescribed  by  law;  and  to  issue  all  writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement 
of  their  jurisdiction,  and  to  punish  contempts  unSer  such  provisions  as 
are,  or  may  be,  provided  by  general  law  governing  county  courts  through- 
out the  State,  and  to  have  and  exercise  general  jurisdiction  over  ques- 
tions of  eminent  domain,  as  prescribed  by  law;  but  said  county  courts 
shall  have  no  other  jurisdiction,  civil  or  criminal;  provided,  that  this  act 
shall  not  confer  greater  jurisdiction  upon  the  county  court  of  Shelby 
county  than  is  already  exercised  by  said  court  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  approved  March  27,  1879,  of  which  this  act  is  amendatory. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  it  is  impossible  for  the  district  courts  in  the  coun- 
ties herein  named,  to  dispose  of  questions  of  eminent  domain  therein, 
without  neglecting  other  business  of  said  courts;  and  whereas,  uncer- 
tainty exists  as  to  jurisdiction  in  such  cases,  thereby  an  emergency  exists 
and  an  imperative  public  necessity  demands,  that  the  constitutional  rule, 
requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  be  suspended,  and  this 
bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  9,  A.  D.  1881.  .,„,.edbydoogle 

Takes  effect  f rotn  passage. 
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CHAPTER  VII. — An  act  to  amend  "  an  act  to  create  a  commission  of 
arbitration  and  award  and  define  the  powers  and  duties  thereof,  and 
to  make  appropriation  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  judges  thereof," 
approved  July  9,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  1  of  an  ^^  an  ai*t  to  create  a  commission  of  arbitration  and 
award,  and  define  the  powers  and  duties  thereof,  and  to  make  appropria- 
tion to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  judges  thereof,"  approved  July  9,  1879, 
shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Section  1.  A  commission  of  arbitration  and  award,  to  consist  of  three 
persons  learned  in  the  law,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  if  in  session,  or  without  such 
advice  and  consent  if  not  in  session,  who  shall  hold  their  ofiices  for  two 
years  from  October  1,  A.  D.  1881,  and  receive  for  their  services  the  same 
salaries  as  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  created,  to  be  styled  the  ^  Commission  of  Appeals  of  the 
State  of  Texas.'  In  case  of  a  vacancy  on  said  commission  by  the  death 
or  resignation  of  any  member  thereof  during  the  vacation  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  fill  th« same  by  appointment, 
and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  session 
of  the  Legislature  after  the  appointment." 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  in  addition  to  the  powers  and  duties  now  coivferred  by  said  act,  the 
supreme  court  and  court  of  appeals  of  this  state  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  refer  to  the  commissioners  of  appeals  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  any  civil  case  or  cases,  now  or  hereafter  pending  before  said  courts, 
for  examination  and  report  thereon;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
supreme  court  and  court  of  appeals,  in  order  to  relieve  the  dockets  of 
said  courts  of  the  great  number  of  cases  now  encumbering  them,  from 
time  to  time  to  refer  to  said  commissioners  of  appeals  so  many  of  said 
cases  now  or  hereafter  pending  in  said  courts,  as  may  be  reasonably  con- 
sidered and  acted  upon  by  the  same,  at  the  several  sessions  thereof;  having 
respect  in  such  reference,  to  the  length  of  time  such  cases  have  been  pend- 
ing, as  well  as  to  promote  an  early  disposition  of  the  cases  on  the  docket. 

Sec.  3.  When  said  commissioners  of  appeals  have  considered  and 
determfned  upon  the  proper  disposition  of  any  case  referred  to  the  same, 
according  to  section  2  of  this  act,  their  opinion  shall  be  submitted, 
together  with  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  case,  to  the  court  from  which  the 
case  was  referred,  and  the  record  shall  be  returned  therewith.  The 
reports  so  made  may  be  used  by  the  respective  courts  to  facilitate  them 
in  reaching  a  conclusion  upon  the  law  and  facts  of  the  case. 

Sec.  4.  The  opinions  of  said  commissioners  of  appeals  in  cases  referred 
to  it  by  the  supreme  court,  when  adopted  by  said  court,  shall  be  published 
as  the  opinions  thereof  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  That  in  cases  referred  to  the  "  commissioners  of  appeals  "  under 
this  act,  the  papers  thereof  shall  not  be  refiled  in  said  commission,  and 
•only  such  additional  costs  as  may  be  essential  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions hereof,  shall  be  incurred  by  the  parties  to  such  cases  by  reason  of 
the  reference  thereof. 

Sec.  0.  That  section  1  of  this  act  which  provides  for  a  continuance  of 
the  commission  of  appeals  for  two  years  from  October  1,  A.  D.  1881, 
shall  not  take  effect  until  October  1,  1881,  audit  shall  become  inoperative 
»t  said  time,  in  case  an  amendment  of  the  judiciary  article  of  the  consti 
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tutiun  of  the  State  shall  before  then  be  pubmitt^^d  by  the  Legislisiture  to 
the  electors  of  ihe  State,  and  adopted  by  the  people  providing  for  an 
increase  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

Sec.  7.  The  accumulation  of  business  in  the  supreme  court  and  court 
of  appeals  is  so  great  as  to  prevent  that  speedy  determination  to  litiga- 
tion which  is  essential  to  justice,  an  imperative  public  emergency  exists 
for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act,  and  that  the  rule  requiring  bills 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  as  a  public  necessity 
requires  that  this  act  should  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage,  therefore  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  VIII.— An  act  to  amend  article  1289,  chapter  11,  title  29,  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  1289,  chapter  11,  title  29,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
the  State  of  Texas  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  1289.  The  court  shall,  at  the  first  term  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  by  an  order  entered  on  the  minutes,  designate  a  day  of  the  term 
for  taking  up  for  trial  the  causes  on  the  jury  civil  docket  at  all  subse- 
quent terms,  until  changed  by  a  like  order;  but,  in  case  of  change,  it 
shall  not  take  effect  until  the  succeeding  term  of  said  court.  In  all  cases 
in  which  juries  have  been  demanded  by  either  party,  all  questions  of 
law,  demurrers,  exceptions  to  pleadings,  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be 
heard  and  determined  by  the  court  before  the  day  designated  for  the 
trial  by  said  jury  causes,  and  all  jurors  shall  be  summoned  to  appear  on 
the  day  of  the  term  so  designated." 

Approved  February  10,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  IX. — An  act  authorizing  the  county  commissioners'  court  of 
the  several  counties  of  this  State  to  issue  bonds  for  the  erection  of  a 
court  house,  and  to  levy  a  tax  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  any  county  which  ha^  no  court 
house  at  the  county  seat  is' hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  the 
bonds  of  said  county,  with  interest  coupons  attached,  in  such  amount  as 
may  be  necessary  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  a  court  house;  said 
bonds  running' not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  county,  and  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  eight 
per  cent  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  The  commissioners'  court  of  the  county  shall  levy  an  annual 
ad  valorem  tax  on  the  property  in  said  county  sufficient  to  pay  the  inter- 
est, and  create  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  said  bonds,  not  to 
exceed  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent  for  any  one  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  shall  not  issue  a  larger  number  of  bonds  than  a 
tax  of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent  annually  will  liquidate  in  ten  years, 
and  such  bonds  shall  be  sold  only  at  their  face  or  par  value.  <5^^ 
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Sec.  4.  The  interest  on  said  bonds  shall  be  paid  annually  on  the  tenth 
day  of  Aprilj^  and  they  shall  be  registered,  and  an  account  kept  by  the 
county  treasurer  of  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  paid  on  each. 

Sec.  5.  Said  bonds  shall  be  signed  by  the  county  judge,  and  counter- 
signed 6y  the  county  clerk,  and  registered  by  the  county  treasurer  before 
they  are  delivered. 

Sec.  6.  The  security  and  the  protection  and  safe-keeping  of  the  pub- 
lic records  and  archives  of  Robertson  county  makes  2^n  imperative  public 
necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  the  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days 
be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  aud 
after  the  day  of  its  passage. 

Approved  February  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  X.— An  act  to  amend  article  3812,  title  79,  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legisla- 
ture, February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  3812,  title  79,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  February  21, 1879,  be  amended 
BO  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  3812.  When  a  survey  has  become  forfeited  and  void  from  any 
cause,  so  soon  as  such  forfeiture  is  discovered  the  commissioner  shall 
notify  the  party  interested  in  such  survey  or  location,  in  writing  by  mail, 
directed  to  such  party  at  his  postoffice  address,  if  known,  and  if  not 
known,  directed  to  him  at  the  county  seat  of  the  county  in  which  the 
land  is  situated,  of  such  forfeiture;  and  no  new  file  or  location  shall  be 
made  on  the  land  covered  by  such  forfeited  survey  or  location,  except  by 
the  owner  of  such  forfeited  survey  or  location,  for  a  period  of  ninety 
days  after  the  mailing  of  such  notice,  and  the  commissioner  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  date  said  notice  was  mailed  and  the  name  of  the  party  to 
whom  the  notice  was  mailed  and  the  name  of  the  postoffice  to  which  said 
notice  was  addressed;  and  the  record  of  such  entries  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated,  and  the  absence  of  such  entries 
shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  notice  required  above  had  not 
been  given." 

Approved  February  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XL — An  act  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  pay  of 
assistant  clerks  in  the  comptroller's  office  for  the  month  of  February, 
1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  two  thousand'  dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  it  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of 
assistant  clerks  in  the  comptroller's  office  for  the  month  of  February, 
1881,  out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropriated.       ^  . 


GsNBBAL  Laws  of  Texas.    Ch.     12.  i 

Skc.  2.  Whereas,  the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  assistant  clerks  in 
the  comptroller's  office  is  exhausted,  and  unless  immediate  provision  be 
made  for  their  pay  the  public  service  will  seriously  suffer,  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  is  hereby  sus- 
pended, and  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XIL— An  act  defining  who  are  officers  of  this  State,  and. 
prescribing  their  rights,  powers,  duties  and  privileges. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  ihe  Legislat,ure  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  tne  state  treasurer,  county  com- 
missioners' courts,  county  treasurers,  and  any  and  all  other  officers  of 
this  State,  or  of  any  municipal  division  thereof,  whether  herein  enumer- 
ated or  not,  who  are  authorized  or  required  by  law  to  audit,  or  pay,  or 
order  to  be  paid,  claims  due  from  the  State,  or  any  county  or  municipal 
division  thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons,  as  a  salary,  or  as  fees,  compen- 
sation, perquisites  or  emoluments  for  official  services  rendered  by  such 
person,  as  an  officer  thereof,  shall,  ppon  the  demand  of  any  citizen  of  this 
State,  before  auditing,  paying,  or  ordering  to  be  paid,  any  such  claim  as 
aforesaid,  require  such  person  presenting  such  claim,  to  produce  the  cer- 
tificate  of  his  election  or  appointment  to  such  office,  directed  by  the 
laws  of  this  State  to  be  issued  to  such  officer;  or,  if  his  claim  be  founded 
upon  the  judgment  or  decree  of  a  court  of  this  State,  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  this  State  to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  of  persons  to  office, 
then  a  copy  of  the  record  of  such  judgment  or  decree  certified  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  t!)e  legal  custodian  of  such  record  to  be  a  true  copy 
thereof. 

Ssc.  2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  officer  or  court  of  this  State,  or 
of  any  municipal  division  thereof,  to  allow,  audit,  pay,  or  order  to  be 
paid,  the  claim  of  any  person  for  salary,  compensation,  fees,  perquisites, 
emoluments  or  services,  as  an  officer  of  the  State,  or  of  any  municipal 
division  thereof,  except  to  such  person  as  has  been  duly  elected  such 
officer  by  the  qualified  voters  of  this  State,  and  whose  election  has  been 
ascertained  and  certified  or  declared  in  the  manner  required  by  the  laws 
of  this  State,  or  who  has  been  appointed  such  officer  by  the  lawful  ap- 
pointing power  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  or  who  has 
Deen  adjudged  entitled  thereto  by  a  State  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  State,  and  has  qualified  as  such  officer  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  laws  of  this  State. 

Sbg.  3.  No  person  shall  be  held,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  entitled  to 
pay  for  services  as  an  officer  thereof,  or  of  any  county  or  municipal 
division  thereof,  or  to  exercise  any  of  the  powers  of  jurisdiction  of  an 
officer  thereof,  unless  he  shall  have  been  elected,  appointed  or  adjudged 
entitled  thereto,  as  specified  in  the  second  section  of  this  act;  and  the 
official  acts  of  any  person  claiming  a  right  to  exercise  such  power  or 
jarisdiction,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  and  shall  be  held 
to  be  null  and  void. ' 

Skc  4.  No  court  of  this  state  shall  have  power,  authority  or  jurisdic- 
tion to  issue  the  writ  of  mandamus,  or  injunction,  or  any  other  manda- 
tory or  compulsory  writ  or  process  against  any  of  the  officers  of  the  execu- 
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tive  departments  of  the  government  of  this  State,  to  order  or  compel  the 
performance  of  any  act  or  duty,  which,  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  they 
or  either  of  them  are  authorized  to  perform,  whether  such  act  or  duty  oe 
judicial,  ministerial  or  discretionary.  , 

Approved  February  15,  A.  D.  i881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XIII. — An  act  to  reorganize  the  tenth  judicial  district,  and 
to  establish  the  thirty-fifth  judicial  district,  and  prescribe  the  time 
for  holding  terms  of  court  therein,  and  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment 'of  a  district  attorney  and  a  district  judge  for  the  thirty-fifth 
judicial  district,  and  a  district  attorney  for  the  tenth  judicial  dis- 
trict. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  counties  of  Cooke,  Denton,  Wise  and  Montague  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  constituted  the  tenth  judicial  district. 

Sec.  2.     The  counties  of    Wheeler,  Oldham,  Donley,  Collingsworth, 
Childress,  Hall,  Briscoe,  Swisher,  Castro,  Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Randall, 
Armstrong,  Gray,  Carson,  Potter,  Hartley,  Moore,  Hutchinson,  Roberts, 
Hemphill,  Lipscomb,  Ochiltree,  Hansford,  Sherman,  Dallam  and  Greer  be  . 
and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  the  thirty-fifth  judiciaf  district. 

Sec.  3.  The  district  courts  in  the  counties  comprising  the  tenth 
judicial  district  shall  be  .holden  as  follows:  In  the  county  of.  Cook  on 
the  fir^t  Mondays  in  February  and  August,  and  may  continue  in  session 
six  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Denton  on  the  sixth  Mondays  after  the  first 
Monday  in  February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  Wise  on  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
February  and  August,  and  may  continue  in*" session  five  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Montague  on  the  seventeenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays 
in  February  and  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  ift 
finished. 

Sec.  4.  The  district  court  shall  be  holden  in  the  counties  comprising^ 
the  thirty-fifth  judicial  district  as.  follows:  The  county  of  Wheeler  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  may  continue  in 
session  four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Oldham  on  the  fourth  Monday  after 
the  first  !^onday  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  may  contmue  in 
session  three  weeks. 

Sec.  5.  The  counties  of  Ochiltree,  Hemphill,  Lipscomb,  Roberts, 
Gray,  Donley,  Collingsworth,  Childress,  Hall,  Briscoe,  Armstrong,  Carson» 
Hutchinson,  Greer  and  Hansford  are  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of 
Wheeler  for  judicial  purposes  until  organized.  The  counties  of  Sherman, 
Moore,  Potter,  Randall,  Swisher,  Castro,  Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Hartley 
and  Dallam  are  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of  Oldham  for  judicial 
purposes  until  organized. 

Sec.  6.  All  process  heretofore  issued  or  served,  returnable  in  any  of 
the  counties  of  said  judicial  district  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law,  shall 
be  considered  as  returnable  to  the  terms  herein  prescribed,  and  all  such 
process  is  hereby  legalized  and  validated,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made 
returnable  at  the  terms  herein  prescribed. 

Sec.  7.     That  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  governor. 
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shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  as  judge  of  the  thirty-fifth  judicial  district^ 
and  suitable  persons  as  district  attorneys  in  the  tenth  and  thirty-fifth 
jadicial  districts,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  next  genernt  elec- 
tion held  for  State  and  counjby  officers,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be 
elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  If  any  unorganized  county  mentioned  in  this  bill  shall  organ- 
ize prior  to  the  next  regular  sessi6n  of  the  Legislature,  the  district  judge 
fiball  fix  times  to  hold  at  least  two  terms  of  court  each  year  in  each  of 
Buch  counties  by  a  written  declaration,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  judge  to 
the  district  clerk  of  the  county,  and  spread  by  him  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  district  court.  W^^^  ^^^  times  are  so  fixed  they  shall  not  be  changed, 
except  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  10.  That  owing  to  the  recent  organization  of  counties  in  the 
Panhandle,  making  it  impossible  for  the  judge  of  the  tenth  district  to  hold 
court  therein  on  account  of  the  great  extent  of  the  district,  an  imperative 
public  necessity  and  emergency  exist  that  the  constitutional  rule  requir- 
ing this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  February  16,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XIV. — An  act  to  establish  a  rule  governing  the  defense 
of  intoxication,  and  6f  temporary  insanity  produced  by  the  volun- 
tary recent  use  of  Ardent  spirits,  in  criminal  causes  in  this  State. 

Section  1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  neither  intoxication  nor  temporary  insanity  of  mind,  produced  by 
the  voluntary  recent  use  of  ardent  spirits,  shall  constitute  any  excuse  in 
this  State  for  the  commission  of  crime,  nor  shall  intoxication  mitigate 
either  the  degree  or  the  penalty  of  crime,  but  evidence  of  temporary 
insanity  produced  by  such  use  of  ardent  spirits  may  be  introduced  by  the 
defendant  in  any  criminal  prosecution  m  mitigation  of  the  penalty 
attached  to  the  offense  for  which  he  is  being  tried,  and  in  cases  of  murder 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  degree  of  murder  of  which  the  defend- 
ant may  be  found  guilty. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  district  and  county  judges 
of  this  State,  in  any  criminal  prosecution  pending  before  them,  where 
temporary  insanity  is  relied  upon  as  a  defense  and  the  evidence  tends  to 
show  that  svLctx  insanity  was  brought  about  by  the  immoderate  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  to  charge  the  jury  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  1  of  this  act. 

Approved  February  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XV.— An  act  to  amend  article  1547  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes,  passed  February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  article  1547  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  shall  be  so  amended  as 
hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

Article  1547.  Justices  of  the  peace  shall  hold  the  regular  terms  of 
their  courts  at  their  respective  offices  at  such  times  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  county. 

Sec.  2.  There  being  no  adequate  law  now  in  force  fixing  the  time  of 
holding  the  justices'  court,  where  there  are  more  than  one  residing  at  the 
county  seat,  and  it  being  impossible  for  the  constable  to  wait  upon  the 
courts  holding  session  at  the  same  time,  an  imperative  public  necessity 
exists  that  this  act  take  effect'  at  once,  and  the  same  shall  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XVL — An  act  to  reorganize  the  twenty-fifth  iudicial 
district  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to  provide  the  times  for  holding 
the  district  courts  therein. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  twenty-fifth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  be 
composed  of  the  followmg  counties:  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata, 
Webb,  Encinal,  Duval  and  Nueces.  ^ 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  district  courts  of  said  district 
shall  be  holden  at  the  times  hereinafter  specified,  to-wit:  In  the  county 
of  Cameron  on  the  second  Mondays  of  May  and  December,  and  may- 
continue  in  session  four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Hidalso  on  the  fourth 
Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  of  May  and  Deoemoer,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Starr  on  fifth  Mondays  after 
the  second  Mondays  of  May  and  December,  and  may  continue  in  session 
three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Webb  on  the  eighth  Mondays  after  the 
second  Mondays  of  May  and  December,  and  continue  session  three  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  Duval  on  the  eleventh  Mondays  after  the  second  Mon- 
days of  May  and  December,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in 
the  county  of  Nueces  on  the  thirteenth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mon- 
days of  May  and  December,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of,  not  exceeding  six  weeks. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  counties  of  Zapata  and  Encinal 
be  and  they  hereby  are  attached  to  the  county  of  Webb  for  judicial 
purpoMes, 

Sec.  4,  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  writs  and  process,  civil  and 
criminal,  heretofore  issued  by  or  from  the  district  courts  in  the  several 
counties  of  said  district  and  made  returnable  to  the  former  terms  of  said 
courts  as  fiaid  terms  are  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  next 
ensuing  terms  of  said  district  courts  in  each  county  as  they  are  pre- 
scribed in  ihi<i  act;  and  all  such  writs,  process  that  may  be  issued  by  or 
from  said  county,  at  any  time  within  five  days  next  before  the  holding  of 
the  next  ensuing  terms  of  said  courts,  as  prescribed  herein,  and  hereby 
>ade  returnable  to  said  terms  respectively,  and  all  such  writs  and  pro- 
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cess  hereinbefore  mentioned  are  hereby  legalized  and  validated,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  returnable  to  the  term 
or  terms  of  said  courts,  as  the  terras  thereof  are  herein  prescribed;  jt>ro- 
vided,  that  if  the  counties  of  LaSalle  and  McMuUen  shall  not  be  incorpor- 
ated in  a  new  judicial  district,  and  until  then  the  said  counties  shall 
continue  to  constitute  a  portion  of  the  twenty-^vf^h  judicial  district,  and 
the  judge  of  said  district  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  designate 
the  times  of  holding  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  in  said  counties  by 
an  order  that  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  district  court  of  Mc- 
Mullen  county,  which  order  shall  be  published  in  a  newspaper  published 
in  the  county  of  Webb  for  four  successiv-e  weeks  before  the  first  court, 
(the  time  of  holding  which  may  be  so  fixed  by  order)  shall  be  held,  which 
times,  when  so  fixed,  shall  not  be  changed,  except  by  the  Legislature; 
and,  provided  further,  that  the  said  county  of  LaSalle  shall,  until  other- 
wise provided,  continue  to  be  attached  to  the  county  of  McMullen  for 
judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whereas,  the  short  time  elapsing 
before  the  ensuing  term  of  the  district  court  in  the  county  of  Cameron, 
M  now  provided  by  law,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and 
emergency  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  which  requires 
that  all  bills  shall  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  the  said  rule  is  ac- 
cordingly suspended.  That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  February  24,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XVIL— An  act  prescribing  the  times  for  holding  terms 
of  the  county  court  for  criminal  business  in  Grayson  and  Dallas 
counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  there  shall  be  begun  and  holden  a  term  of  the  county  court  for  crim- 
inal business  of  Grayson  and  Dallas  counties,  at  the  county  seats  thereof, 
at  the  following  times,  to  wit:  On  the  first  Mondays  in  January,  March, 
May,  July,  September  and  November,  and  on  the  third  Mondays  in  Feb- 
ruary, April,  .Tune,  August,  October  and  December,  in  each  year,  which 
shall  continue  in  session  until  the  business  of  the  term  is  disposed  of; 
provided,  the  term  for  criminal  business  shall  not  extend  beyond  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  for  civil  and  probate  business. 

Sec.  2.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  civil  and  probate  docket  in  the 
county  courts  of  Grayson  and  Dallas  counties,  resulting  almost  in  a  denial 
of  trial  to  litigants,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  con- 
stitutional rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  sus- 
pended and  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage, and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  24,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  .XVITI— An  act  to  create  the  thirty-fourth  judicial  ifm- 
trict,  and  prescribing  the  time  of  holding  district  courts  therein,  audi 
to  provide  for  the  appoin,tment  of  a  district  judge  and  district  attorney 
therein. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texaifi^ 
That  the  counties  of  Clay,  Archer,  Baylor,  Y'oung,  Throckraorion,  Wirl^- 
ita,  Wilbarger,  Hardeman,  Cottle,  Motley,  Floyd,  Hale,  Lamb,  Bailej, 
Cochran,  Hockley,  Lubbock,  Crosby,  Dickens,  King,  Haskell,  Stonewll^, 
Kent,  Garza,  Lynn,  Terry  and  Yoakum  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  c— 
stituted  the  thirty-fourth  judicial  district. 

Sec.  2.  The  county  of  Wichita  is  hereby  attached  to^the  county  eC 
Clay  for  judicial  purposes  until  organized;  the  counties  of  Wi I barg«i 
Knox,  Hardeman,  Cottle,  Kinp,  Dickens,  Motley,  Floyd,  Crosby,' !*«*►- 
bock.  Hale,  Lamb,  Hockley,  Cochran  and  Bailey  are  hereby  attached  to 
the  county  of  Baylor  for  judicial  purposes  until  organized;  the  comities 
of  Ha;skell,  Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn,  Terry  and  Yoakum  are  heveiy 
attached  ^o  the  county  of  Throckmorton  for  judicial  purposes  until  «p- 
^ganized. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  diistrict  courts  in  the  counties  comprising  the  thirty- 
fourth  judicial  district  shall  be  holden  as  follows: '  In  the  couBly  «ff 
Clay  on  the  first  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  may  wmr- 
tinue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Archer  on  the  second  Mom^ 
day  after  the  first  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  mmf 
continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Baylor  on  the  third  M^a-- 
day  after  the  first  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  nagr 
continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Throckmorton  on  tbefifw 
Monday  after  the  fir^t  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and  msijr 
continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Young  on  the  sevewlb 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  April,  August  and  December,  and 
continue  in  session  two  weeks. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  process  heretofore  issued  or  served,  returnable  in 
of  the  counties  of  said  judicial  district  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  I 
shall  be  considered  as  returnable 'at  the  time  prescribed  herein,  and  dB 
such  process  is  hereby  legalized  and  validated,  as  if  the. same  had  ori^ 
nally  been  made  returnable  at  the  time  herein  specified. 

Sec.  5.  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act  the  govenMr 
shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  judge  of  said  district,  aud  »i)wm^ 
suitable  person  as  district  aUorney  of  said  district,  who  shall  each  hold 
their  office  until'  the  next  general  election  for  State  and  county  oflk- 
and  ukitii  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  6.  That  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  ea 
that  this  act  pass  and  take  effect  at  once;  it  is,  therefore,  enacted  i 
the  rules  requiring  this  act  to  be  read  upon  three  several  days  be  e 
pended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  afl4;»- 
passage. 

Sec.  7.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  aipt 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved  February  25,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CBAFTER  2lTX. — An  act  to  diminish  the  civil  and  criminal  juris- 
diction of  the  county  courts  of  Henderson,  Parker,  Lampasas, 
Blanco,  Bexar,  Kimble,  Nueces,  Gillespie,  Kendall,  Uvalde, 
Wheeler,  Oldham,  Bandera,  Wharton,  McMuflen,  Medina,  Frio, 
Dimmitt,  LaSalle,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Duval  and  gurnet 
counties,  and  to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  and  jus- 
tices^ courts  of  said  counties  to  such  change. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
the  county  courts  of  Henderson,  Parker,  Lampasa;*,  Blanco,  Bexar,  Kim- 
fcle,]l3ruece^,  Gillespie,  Kendall,  Uvalde,  Wheeler,  Oldham,  Bandera,  Whar- 
%am^  McMullen,  Medina,  ]^rio,  Dimmitt,  LaSalle,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata, 
Amral  and  Burnet  counties  shall  have  and  exercise  the  general  jurisdic- 
litMi  of  probate  coufts;  shall  probate  wills,  appoint  guardians  of  minors, 
iiiotfl,  lunatics,  pea*3on«  non  compos  [mentis]  and  common  drunkards;  grant 
letters  testamentary  and  of  administration;  settle  accounts  of  executors, 
arfmtnistrators  and  guardians;  transact  all  business  appertaining  to  the 
eiCates  of  deceased  persons,  minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  compos 
maentis  and  common  drunkards,  including  the  partition,  distribution  and 
settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons;  and  to  apprentice  minors,  as 
noqaired  by  law;  and  all  matters  of  eipinent  domain,  over  which  the 
CMiaty  courts  have  jurisdiction  by  the  general  laws  of  this  State,  and  to 
IpMiisfa  contempt  under  such  provisions  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by 
^gpoieral  law  governing  county  courts  throughout  the  State;  but  said 
CMiiity  courts  shall  have  no  other  jurisdiction,  civil  or  criminal. 

Sec,  2.  That  the  district  courts  of  said  counties  shall  have  and  exer- 
cue  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  over  which, 
Inp"  the  gen^-al  laws  of  the  State,  the  county  courts  of  said  counties 
«iMikl  have  jurisdiction,  except  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this  act, 
awl  except  all  causes  and  matters,  civil  and  criminal,  over  which,  by  the 
f^eneral  laws  of  the  State,  the  justices'  courts  of  said  counties  would  have 
jvrtsdiction;  and  that  all  cases,  other  than  probate  matters,  and  such  as 
M»  provided  in  sections  one  and  three  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same 
M»  hereby  traiisf erred  to  the  district  courts  of  said  counties;  and  writs 
and  processes,  civil  and  criminal,  heretofore  issued  by  or  out  of  said 
«)Miiity  courts,  other  than  those  pertaining  to  matters  over  which,  by  sec- 
tiinfl  one  afid  three  of  this  act,  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  county  courts 
attd  justices'  courts  of  said  counties,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  made 
mternable  to  the  next  term  of  the  district  courts  of  said  counties. 

Sbc.  3.  That  the  justices'  courts  of  said  c6unties,  precinct  No.  1,  shall 
fcave  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and  causes,  civil  and  criminal, 
•ver  which,  by  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  the  county  courts  of  said 
e«i«ties  would  have  piri&diction; provided,  that,  by  this  section,  no  more 
JMudiction  shall  be  conferred  on  said  courts  than  is  given  by  the  general 
taim  of  the  State,  and  that  all  cases,  over  which  the  justices'  courts  have 
Jirisdiction  by  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
ttaiisf erred  to  the  justices'  courts,  precinct  No.  1,  of  Henderson,  Parker, 
Lampasas,  Blanco,  Bexar,  Kimble^  Nueces,  Oillespie,  Kendall,  Uvalde, 
Wbeeler,  Oldham,  Bandera,  Wharton,  McMullen,  Medina,  Frio,  Dimmitt, 
XoSalle,  Hidalgc,  Starr,  Zapata,  Duval  and  Burnet  counties,  and  all 
writ«  atid  prpcesses,  civil  and  criminal,  heretofore  issued  by  or  out  of  said 
««inty  courts,  other  than  those  pertaining  to  matters  over  which,  by  sec- 
iiotifl  one  and  two  of  this  act,  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the^ounty  ^and  dis- 
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trict  courts  of  said  counties,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  made  returnable 
to  the  next  succeeding  justices'  courts  of  said  precincts  No.  1  that  con- 
vene after  this  act  takes  effect. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  of  Henderson,  Parker, 
Lampasas,  Blanco,  Bexar,  Kimble,  Nueces,  Gillespie,  Kendall,  Uvalde, 
Wheeler,  Oldham,  Bandera,  Wharton,  McMullen,  Medina,  Frio,  Dimmitt, 
LaSalle,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Duval  and  Burnet  counties  be  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  make 
full  and  complete  transcripts  of  all  the  entries  on  their  dockets,  civil  and 
criminal,  heretofore  made  in  causes  which,  by  sections  two  and  three,  are 
transferred  to  the  district  and  justices^  courts  of  said  counties,  and  file 
the  same,  together  with  all  original  papers  of  M  of  said  causes  and  pro- 
ceedings, with  the  clerk  of  the  distVict  court  ot  said  counties,  and  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  precinct  No.  1  in  said  counties,  which  includes  all 
judgments,  both  civil  and  criminal,  that  remain  uncollected  and  not  satis- 
fied; and,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  fully  this  act,  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter  shall  have  full  and  ample  power 
to  enforce  the  same  by  issuing  execution  or  other  process  required  by  law, 
and  all  of  such  causes,  under  this  act,  transferred  to  the  district  courts,  shall 
be  immediately  docketed  Jby  the  clerk  of  said  court,  and  shall  stand  on  the 
dockets  of  said  courts  as  appearance  cases  for  the  next  term  of  said 
courts;  and  all  of  such  causes,  transferred  to  the  justices'  courts,  shall  be 
filed  at  once  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  thereof,  which  shall  stand  for 
trial  at  the  next  term  of  said  courts;  and  for  each  of  said  transcripts  the 
county  clerk  shall  receive  twenty  cents  per  hundred  words,  and  fifty  cents 
for  certificate  thereto,  to  be  taxed  against  the  party  cast  in  the  suit,  if  a 
civil  suit,  and  if  criminal  against  the  defendant,  if  convicted. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  in  conflict  with  this  act,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  Whereas,  the  unnecessary  expense,  and  trouble  that  the  people 
are  now  and  will  be  put  to  in  attending  the  county  courts  of  said  coun- 
ties, and  the  importance  of  the  passage  of  this  act  at  once,  creates  an 
emergency  and  a  public  necessity  that  Ihe  rules  requiring  this  act  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  should  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  25,  A.  D.  1881. 

TaKes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XX. — An  act    validating   the    p:  oceedings  of   the  county 
court  of  Jackson  county. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  the  terms  of  the  county  court,  for  civil  and  probate  business,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Jackson,  heretofore  begun  and  held  on  the  first 
Mondays  of  January  and  July  of  each  year,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
legalized  and  validated,  and  all  the  proceedings  therein  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  as  if  said  terms  were  held  on  the  thiid  Mondays  of 
January  and  July  of  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  public  at  large  are  interested  in  the  validity  of  the 
records  of  its  courts,  and  from  the  amount  of  work  already  carved  out, 
and  the  number  of  bills  now  before  the  Legislature,  there  is  a  nrobability 
that  this  bill  will  not  be  reached  in  its  regular  order  during  this  session. 
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therefore  there  is  an  impe^-ative  public  necessity  and  emergency  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  severgil  days, 
be  suspended,  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  forcp  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  25,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXL — An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
due  on  the  public  debt  March  1,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  State 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  inter- 
est accruing  on  the  public  debt  up  to  A]  arch  1,  1881. 

Sec.  2.  That  no  default  bQ  made  in  the  prompt  payment  of  the  inter- 
est due  on  the  public  debt,  and  the  brief  time  between  the  present  and 
the  first  of  March,  when  such  interest  becomes  due,  creates  an  imperative 
public  necessity  and  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rules  requiring 
this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  it  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXII. — An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act  to 
change  and  define  the  times  of  holding  the  terms  of  the  district  court 
in  the  fifth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Texas,  passed  by  the  Six- 
teenth Legislature,  and  approved  April  23,  1879,  so  that  the  same 
shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  hereafter  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  of  the  fifth  judicial  district 
of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  be  holden  at  the  times  hereinafter  specified, 
to  wit:  In  the  county  of  Cass  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  may  contiraue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Bowie  on  the  third  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Morris  on  the  sixth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Titus  on  the  eighth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Franklin  on  the  tenth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Camp  on  the  twelfth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September,  and  naay  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Marion  on  the  fourteenth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February 
and  September,  and 'may  continue  in  session  six  weeks;  provided^  that 
no  jury  shall  be  impaneled  after  the  fourth  week  of  said  term. 

Sec  2.  That  writs  and  process  returnable  to  said  courts  shall  be 
retornable  to  the  terms  of  said  courts  as  herein  defined,  and  ail  such 
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writs  and  process  as  have  been  issued,  executed  aud  returned  shall  be  as 
Talid  as  if  no  change  had  been  made  in  said  courts  by  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  3.  The  fact  of  the  near  approach  of  the  terms  of  the  district 
<30urt  in  the  counties  of  the  fifth  judicial  district  that  are  intended  to  be 
benefited  by  this  act,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  enier- 
gency  for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act;  therefore,  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  is  hereby  sus- 
pended, and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  February  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. — An  act  regulating  the  removal  of  'the  disabilities 

of  minors.. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  any  minor  in  this  State  over  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  who  may 
•desire  to  have  his  disabilities  as  a  minor  removed,  he  shall,  by  a  bill  or 
petition,  present  to  the  district  court  of  the  county  where  he  may  reside 
the  cause  or  causes  existing  which  make  it  advisable  or  advantageous  to 
said  minor  to  have  his  disaoilities  removed,  which  bill  or  petition  shall 
be  sworn  to  by  some  person  cognizant  of  the  facts  set  out  in  said  bill  or 
petition. 

Sec.  2.  Said  petition  or  bill  shall  be  docketed  on  the  trial  docket  of 
the  court,  and  may  be  heard  by  the  court  either  in  regular  order  or  at 
any  time  during  term  time,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that  the 
ground  or  causes  set  out  are  sufficient,  and  that  it  is  advisable,  or  will  be 
advantageous  to  such  minor,  in  person  or  property,  to  have  his  disabilities 
as  a  minor  removed,  the  court  shall  enter  up  a  decree  removing  the  dis- 
abilities of  said  minor,  and  cause  it  to  be  entered  of  record  among  the 
decrees  and  judgments  of  court. 

Sec.  3.  After  the  removal  of  such  disabilities  of  minority,  the  said 
minor  shall  be^deemed  and  held  for  all  legal  purposes,  of  full  age,  and 
shall  be  held  responsible,  and  shall  have  all  the  privileges  and  advantages 
as  if  he  were  of  full  age,  saving  only  that  he  shall  not  vote  until  he 
arrives  at  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Sec.  4.  In  all  proceedings  under  this  act,  a  copy  of  the  petition  shall 
be  served  upon  the  father  of  the  minor,  if  living  within  the  State,  and^  if 
he  be  dead,  that  fact  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  petition.  If  the  father  of 
the  minor  be  not  living,  then  a  copy  of  the  petition  shall  be  served  upon 
the  county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  the  proceeding  is  instituted, 
and  in  all  such  cases  the  court  bearing  the  application  shall  appoint  a 
special  guardian,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in  connection  with  the  county 
judge,  to  represent  the  true  interests  of  the  minor,  as  they  shall  under- 
stand it,  in  aiding  or  resisting  the  application  of  the  minor.  An  allow- 
ance shall  be  made  by  the  district  judge  presiding  to  the  special  guar- 
dian, which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  the  minor. 

Approved  March  2,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV.— An  act  to  amend    chapter  3,  of  title  17,  of  the 
Penal  Code  of  Texas,  by  adding  after  article  683  article  683a. 

Section  1..  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Penal  Code  of  Texas  be  amended  by  adding  after  the  article 
683  article  683a,  which  shall  read  as  follows,  viz:  "That  any  baggage- 
master,  express  agent,  stage  or  hack-driver,  or  other  common  carrier, 
who?e  dnty  it  is  to  handle,  remove,  transfer  or  take  care  of  trunks,  valises, 
boxes  or  other  baggage  while  loading,  transporting,  unloading,  transfer- 
ring, delivering,  storing"  or  handling  the  same,  whether  or  not  in  the 
employ  of  any  transportation  company  or  common  carrier,  who  shall 
maliciously  or  carelessly  or  recklessly  break,  injure  or  destroy  the  said 
baggage,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction, 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  providedy  that  a 
prosecution  for  a  misdemeanor,  as  provided  in  this  section,  ^hali  not  be  a 
bar  to  a  civil  action  for  damages." 

Approved  March  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXV.— An  act  to  amend  articles  364  and  365  Of  an  act 
entitled  V  An  act^  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code 
of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas,"  presented  to  the 
governor  for  his  approval  on  February  27,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  articles  364  and  365  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  adopt  and 
establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State 
of  Texas,"  presented  to  the  governor  for  his  approval  on  February  27, 
1879,  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  364.  If  any  person  shall  bet  or  wager  at  any  gaming  table,  or 
bank,  or  pigeon-hole  or  jenny  lind  table,  or  nine  or  ten  pin  alley,  such  as 
are  mentioned  in  the  six  preceding  articles,  or  shall  bet  or  wager  any 
money  or  other  thing  of  value  at  any  of  the  games  included  in  the  six 
preceding  articles,  or  at  any  of  the  following  games,  viz:  poker-dice, 
jack-pot,  high  dice,  high  die,  low  dice,  low  die,  dominoes,  euchre  with  * 
dominoes,  poker  with  dominoes,  sett  with  dominoes,  muggins,  crack-loo, 
crack-or-loo,  or  at  any  game  of  any  character  whatever  that  can  be 
played  with  dice  or  dominoes,  or  at  any  table,  bank  or  alley,  by  what- 
soever the  name  may  be  known,  and  without  reference  to  how  the 
same  may  be  constructed  or  operated,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  nor  more  than  twenty-five  dollars;  provided^  no  person  shall  be 
indicted  under  this  section  for  playing  any  of  said  games  with  dice  or 
dominoes  at  a  private  residence. 

"Article  365.  If  any  person  shall  permit  any  game  prohibited  by  the 
provisions  of  this  chapter  to  be  played  in  his  house,  or  a  house  under  his 
control,  or  upon  his  premises,  or  upon  premises  under  his  control,  the 
«aid  house  being  a  public  place,  or  the  said  premises  being  appurtenances 
to  a  public  place,  he  shall  be  .fined  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars." 

Approved  March's,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  .  (^QQajp 
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CHAPTER  XXVI.— An  act  to  repeal  article  2234  of  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Texas,"  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  2234  of  "  an  act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  there  is  apparently  a  conflict  between  the  require- 
ments of  the  above  named  article  and  the  provisions  and  intent  of  section 
1  of  "an  act  to  define  in  what  civil  causes  depositions  of  witnesses  may 
be  taken,"  approved  April  21,  1879,  creating  a  confusion  and  variety  of 
opinion  thereon,  and  rendering  uncertain  the.  rights,  and  endangering  the 
interest  of  citizens  under  said  last-named  act;  therefore  an  emergency  is 
created  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  directing  that  no  law 
shall  go  into  force  until  ninety  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL— An  act  to  amend  .article  375,  chapter  4,  of 
title  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  relating 
to  the  powers  of  the  councils  of  cities  and  towns,  over  streets,  alleys 
and  public  grounds. 

Section  1.  B^  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  375,  chapter  4,  of  title  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  shall  be  so  ameiided  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  375.  The  council  shall  have  exclusive  control  and  power  over 
the  streets,  alleys,  public  grounds  and  highways  within  the  corporate 
limits,  and  shall  have  power  to  abate  and  remove  encroachments  or  ob- 
structions thereon,  and  shall  have  power  to  open,  alter,  widen,  extend, 
establish,  regulate,  grade,  clean  or  otherwise  improve  said  streets,  and 
to  cause  the  mal^  inhabitants,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty -five 
years,  to  work  thereon,  not  exceeding  six  days  in  any  one  year,  or  furnish 
a  substitute,  or  a  sum  of  money  (not  to  exceed  one  dollar  for  each  day'^ 
work  demanded)  to  employ  said  substitute,  and  to  enforce  the  same  by 
appropriate  ordinances;  to  put  drains  or  sewers  therein,  and  to  prevent 
the  incumbering  thereof  in  any  manner,  and  to  prevent  the  same  from 
injury ;  and  to  regulate  and  alter  the  grade  of  premises  and  to  require 
the  filling  up  and  raising  the  same;  provided,  that  citizens  of  cities  and 
towns,  who  ifork  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
work  upon  the  public  roads  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  said  city 
or  town  under  the  general  road  law  of  the  State." 

Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII.— An  act  to  amend  section  11  of  an  act  entitled  "  an 
act  to  protect  the  wool-growing  interests  of  the  State  of  Texas/*  ap- 
proved March  25,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  hereafter  section  11  of  the  above  entitled  act  shall  read  as  follows, 
to-wit: 

"Section  11.  The  following  counties  are  hereby  exempted  from  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  viz.:  Anderson,  Angelina,  Bowie,  Cass,  Cham- 
bers, Cherokee,  Collin,  Cooke,  Dallas,  Delta,  Denton,  Ellis,  Fannin, 
Fayette,  Fort  Bend,  Franklin,  Freestone,  Grimes,  Hardin,  Harris,  Har- 
rison, Henderson,  Jack,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Johnson,  Kaufman,  Lamar, 
Lee^  Liberty,  Madison,  Marion,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Nacogdoches,  New- 
ton, Orange,  Panola,  Parker,  Polk,  Kains,  Ked  River,  Rusk,  Sabine,  San 
Augustine,  San  Jacinto,  Shelby,  Somervell,  Tarrant,  Titus,  Trinity,  Ty- 
ler, Van  Zandt,  Wood,  Walker,  Waller,  Wharton,  Young,  and  the  un- 
organized counties  attached  to  Jack  and  Young  counties  for  judicial  pur- 
poses. The  counties  of  Clay,  Montague  and  Wise,  together  with  the 
unorganized  counties  attached  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes,  are  also 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. — Ar  act  to  amend  sections  1,  3,  5,  and  1  of  an  act 
entitled  "  an  act  to  protect  the  wool-growing  interest  of  the  State  of 
Texas,"  approved  March  25,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  sections  1,  3,  6  and  7  of  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  protect  th^ 
wool-growing  interest  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  approved  March  25,  1879, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  hereafter  as  follows : 

"Section  1.  Whenever  it  appears  from  the  assessor's  rolls  that  there 
are  as  many  as  five  hundred  sheep  owned  and  assessed  for  taxes  in  any 
county  in  this  State  (that  is  not  exempted  from  the  operations  of  this  act 
by  the  original  bill),  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners'  court  of 
such  county,  upon  the  application  of  one  or  more  resident  sheep  owner  or 
owners  of  said  county,  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  sheep,  who  shall  be  a 
resident  citizen  of  the  county  and  well  versed  in  the  scab  and  other  dis- 
eases which  usually  affect  sheep,  and  said  inspector  shall  hold  his  office 
until  the  next  general  election,  or  until  his  successor  in  office  shall  have 
qualified ;  provided^  the  qualifications  required  for  inspector  herein  shall 
not  apply  to  those  appointed  before  this  act  takes  effect.  'Said  inspector 
mav  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  who  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  pre- 
Bcnbed  by  the  constitution,  and  may  lawfully  perform  the  same  acts  as 
the  inspector  of  sheep,  who  may  require  of  his  deputies  bonds  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  duty. 

"^ec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  of  sheep,  or  the  deputy 
inspector,  to  carefully  and  personally  examine  and  inspect  at  any  time 
during  the  year  any  flock  of  sheep  in  his  county,  or  which  may  be  driven 
into  or  through  his  county,  and  which  he  has  good  reason  to  believe  or 
is  informed  by  two  or  more  creditable  sheep  owners,  is  affected  with  scab  m 
or  any  other  infectious  or  contagious  disease;  providedy  that  when  the       T 
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inspect6r  of  sheep  makes  the  examination  and  inspection  upon  his  own 
motion,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  compensation,  unless  the  sheep  are 
aflFected  with  scab  or  some  infectious  or  contagious  disease;  and  if  any 
inspector  of  sheep  shall  wilfully  demand  or  receive  any  fee  or  compensa- 
tion where  none  is  allowed  him  by  law,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  mis- 
demeanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  he  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  deemed 
guilty  of  official  misconduct  and  liable  to  be  removed  from  office,  as  is  or 
may  be  provided  by  law. 

"Sec.  6.  Whenever,  upon  examination  and  inspection,  herebef  ore  pro- 
vided, of  flocks  herded  or  kept  in  the  county,  scab  or  any  other  infectious 
or  contagious  disease  is  ascertained  to  exist  in  any  flock,  the  inspector  shall 
at  once  notify  the  owners  or  persons  in  charge  thereof  of  said  fact,  and 
shall  prescribe  certain  limits  within  which  said  flock  shall  be  herded  until 
cured;  provided,  no  person  shall  be  so  limited  as  to  prevent  him  from 
herding  or  keeping  his  sheep, any  where  on  his  own  land  or  lands  lawfully 
controlled  by  him,  if  the  tract  or  tracts  of  said  land  are  so  contiguous  to 
each  other  that  in  herding  or  driving  the  sheep  the  same  will  not  go  or 
be  upon  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  of  some  other  persons. 

"  Sec.  7.  No  sheep  owners  shall  give  information  to  any  inspector  of 
sheep  that  any  flock  of  sheep  is  affected  with  scab  or  any  infectious  or 
contagious  disease,  until  he  shall  have  flrst  personally  and  carefully  exam- 
ined said  flock,  or  have  been  refused  the  privilege  of  so  doing;  providedy 
that  if  upon  the  information  of  the  sheep  owners,  the  inspector  of  sheep 
makes  the  examination  and  inspection,  and  finds  scab  or  other  infectious 
or  contagious  disease  to  exist  among  the  sheep,  his  acts  in  so  doing  shall 
not  be  deemed  invalid  in  any  proceedings  under  this  act  in  any  court  of 
this  State  against  such  owner  or  persons  in  charge  of  the  sheep  so  exam- 
ined and  inspected  from  the  fact  that  said  informants  did  not  comply,  or 
may  not  have  compliedj  with  their  duty  under  this  section  before  they 
gave  information  to  the  inspector." 

Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXX. — An  act  to  provide  for  the  change  of  time  of  hold- 
ing the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  Gonzales  county. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  hereafter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  Gonzales  county 
shall  be  holden  on  the  fiist  Monday  in  January  and  on  the  third  Monday 
in  June,  of  each  year,  and  continue  in  session  four  weeks,  or  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  2,  That  all  writs  and  process  returnable  to  said  courts  shall  be 
returnable  to  the  terms  of  said  courts  as  herein  defined;  and  all  such 
writs  and  process  as  have  been  issued,  executed  and  returned,  shall  be  as 
valid  as  if  no  change  had  been  made  in  said  court  by  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Whereas,  the  term  of  the  district  court  of  Gonzales  county,  under 
the  law  as  it  now  exists,  will  soon  commence,  and  at  a  time  when  it  will 
occasion  great  trouble  and  inconvenience  to  the  farming  communities  of 
said  county,  therefore,  there  exists  an  emergency  and  public  imperative 
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necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on.  three* 
several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  bill  go  into  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted.    . 

Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXL — An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous,  ^ 
or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters;  to  fix  the  rate  of  occupation 
tax  upon  all  persons,  firms  or  associations  of  persons  'engaged  in  the 
sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters;  to 
define  the  manner  and  time  of  collecting  such  tax,  and  to  affix  pen- 
alties for  failure  to  pay  the  same;  and  to  repeal  all  laws  and  parts  of 
laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

SEctiON  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  hereafter  there  shall  be  levied  upon  and  collected  from  any  person, 
firm  or  a'ssociation  of  persons  engaged  or  engaging  in  the  business  of 
selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters,  an  annual 
tax  upon  every  such  occupation,  or  separate  establishment,  as  follows: 
For  selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  in  quantities  less  than  a 
quart,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  selling  such  liquors  or  medicated  bitters 
in  quantities  of  one  quart  and  less  than  five  gallons,  two  hundred  dollars ; 
for  selling  such  liquors,  in  quantities  of  five  gallons  or  more,  three  hun- 
dred dollars;  for  selling  malt  liquors  exclusively,  an  annual  tax  of  fifty 
dolhrs;  providedy  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  wholesale  liquor  dealers,  or  merchants  who  pay  occupation  tax  as 
such,  from  selling  unbroken  packages  containing  less  than  five  gallons, 
without  being  required  to  pay  an  additional  tax  as  quart  dealers. 

Sec.  2,  That  the  commissioners'  courts  of  the  several  counties  in  this 
State  shall  have  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  upon  each  of  the  occupa- 
tions herein  named  equal  to  one-half  of  the  State  tax  herein  levied  upon 
said  business;  and,  where  any  such  occupation  or  calling:  is  carried  on  in 
an  incorporated  town  or  city,  such  town  or  city  shall  have  power  to 
levy  and  collect  an  additional  tax  upon  such  occupation  or  calling  equal 
to  that  levied  by  such  commissioners'  courts. 

Sec.  3.  That  every  person,  firtn  or  association  of  persons,  desirous  of 
engaging  in  the  business  of  selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or 
medicated  bitters,  shall,  before  engaging  in  such  business,  pay  to  the  col- 
lector of  taxes  o(  the  county  wherein  such  business  shall  be  pursued,  the 
entire  annn  il  tax  herein  levied  for  State  purposes,  according  to  the  par- 
ticular class  of  business  in  which  such  person,  firm  or  association  of  per- 
sons may  wish  to  engage,  and  the  entire  annual  tax  upon  such  business 
as  shall  or  may  be  levied  by  the  commissioners'  court  of  said  county, 
and,  in  case  the  selling  of  said  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medi- 
cated bitters  shall  be  carried  on  in  an  incorporated  town  or  city,  the  per- 
son, firm  or  association  of  persons  so  selling  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
State  and  county  tax  herein  required  to  be  paid  in  advance,  pay  to  the 
collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  such  town  or  city,  such  tax  as  may  br*  levied 
upon  such  business  by  such  town  or  city,  and  all  taxes  herein  required 
shall  be  paid  in  advance  for  periods  of  not  less  than  twelve  months; 
provided,  that  any  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons,  who  may  now 
be  engaged  in  any  of  the  occupations  herein  named,  under  and  by  virtue 
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of  the  authority  of  an  act  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  commonly 
known  as  "the  bell  punch  law,"  approved  April  8,  1879,  shall  not  be 
deprived  of  any  right,  privilege  or  immunity  to  which  he  or  they  may  be 
entitled  under  said  law;  but  such  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons 
may  continue  their  said  several  occupations  for  the  full  period  or  periods 
of  time  for  which  such  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  shall  have 
paid  occupation  tax  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  April  3,  1879,  or 
may,  at  their  option,  take  out  license  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  when,  so  doing  shall  have  credit  for  any  balance  due  on  payment 
made  under  act  of  April  3, 1879. 

Sec.  4.  That  any  person,  firm,  or  association  of  persons  desiring  to 
engage  in  the  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors,  in  quantities  less 
than  a  quart  shall,  before  engaging  in  such  occupation,  be  required  to 
enter  into  bond,  with  at  least  two  good  and  lawful  sureties,  payable  to 
the  county  judge  and  his  successors  in  office,  and  to  be  approved  by  him, 
in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that  said  person,  firm  or 
association  of  persons  so  selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  in  quan- 
tities less  than  a  quart  shall  kee]>  an  orderly  house  or  place  for  the  sale 
of  such  liquors,  and  that  he  or  they  will  not  sell  nor  knowingly  permit 
to  be  sold  in  his  or  their  said  place  of  business,  nor  give  nor  permit  to  be 
given  any  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  to  any  minor  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  or  to  students  of  any  institution  of  learning,  or  to 
any  habitual  drunkard,  or  to  any  person,  after  being  notified  in  writing 
by  the  wife  or  daughter  of  the  person  not  to  sell  to  such  person,  and 
that  he  or  they  will  not  knowingly  permit  any  games  prohibited  by  the 
laws  of  this  State,  to  be  played,  deal  or  exhibited  in  or  about  such  place 
of  business,  and  that  he  or  they  will  not  knowingly  permit  any  minor, 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  enter  upon  or  remain  in  such  estab- 
lishment; which  said  bond  may  be  sued  on  at  the  instance  of  any  party 
aggrieved  by  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  obligation,  and  said 
bond  shall  not  be  void  on  first  recovery,  but  may  be  sued  on  until  the  full 
penal  surn  named  therein  shall  have  been  recovered.  The  provisions  of  this 
section  Rhall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal  or  in  uny  manner  .»flFect  any 
penal  \a\v^  now  in  force  concerning  the  unlawful  sales  of  spirituous,  vinous 
or  malt  liquors.  In  addition  to  civil  proceedings  for  individual  injuries 
brought  on  said  bond,  if  any  person  or  firm  shall  violate  any  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  bond  herein  required,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
trtasurer  and  the  county  attorney  and  the  district  attorney,  or  either  of 
thera,  to  institute  suit  thereupon  in  the  name  of  the  county  jndge  of  the 
county,  lor  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  county,  and  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  as  a  penalty  shall  be  recovered  from  the  principals  and  sure- 
ties upon  proof  of  a  breach  of  any  oiF  the  conditions  thereof.  And, 
whenevi^i-  the  first  or  subsequent  bond  required  is  exhausted  by  suits  at 
tb€  instance  of  individuals  or  for  the  use  of  the  county,  a  new  similar 
bond  shjill  be  given  and  approved  before  the  dealer  shall  have  the  right 
to  further  pursue  his  occupation  as  a  retail  liquor  dealer,  or  in  case  a  suit 
ii  pending  on  any  puch  bond,  and  the  county  or  district  attorney  shall 
makti  auii  file  an  affidavit  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  that  he 
believes  the  bond  of  the  defendant  will  be  exhausted  by  said  suit, 
thtj  said  clerk  shall  notify  the  liquor  dealer  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  retail  liquor  dealer,  within  twenty  days  from  the  time  the 
said  bond  is  exhausted,  or  in  the  other  event,  within  twenty  days  from 
the  tiKie  the  said  notice  is  given,  to  give  a  new  bond  similar  to  the  bond 
first  given,  to  be  approved  in  the  same  way;  and  until  such  new  bond  is 
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given  and  approved,  where  it  is  required  by  this  act,  the  •  retail  liquor 
dealer  shall  not  have  the  right  to  further  pursue  his  occupation;  and  any 
person  who  shall  pursue  his  said  occupation,  without  giving  a  new  bond 
as  required  by  this^  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- 
viction shall  be  fined  the  same  amount  provided  for  in  cases  whe^e  no 
license  has  been  obtained. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  county  clerks  in  the  several  counties  in  this  State 
shall  issue  license  to  any  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  engaged 
or  desiring  to  engage  in  the  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors',  or 
medicated  bitters,  upon  payment  by  such  person,  firm  or  association  of 
persons,  of  all  occupation  taxes  herein  levied  for  State  purposes,  and  such 
additional  occupation  taxes  as  dhall  be  levied  by  commissioners'  courts, 
and  by  incorporated  towns  or  cities,  and  also  filing  the  bond  required  in 
iection  4  of  this  act;  the  evidence  of  such  payment  of  all  tax  upon 
such  occupation  shall  be  the  receipt  of  the  county  collector  of  taxes  for 
such  amount  of  tax  as  shall  have  been  or  may  be  assessed  and  collected 
for  State  and  county  purposes  upon  such  occupation,  and  the  receipt  of 
the  city  collector  of  taxes  for  amount  of  such  tax  paid  any  city  or  town 
wherein  such  business  or  occupation  may  be  carried  on.  For  issuing  the 
license  herein  provided  for  county  clerks  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  and 
receive  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  license  so  issued. 

Sec.  6.  That  any  collector  of  taxes  who  shall  knowingly  permit 
any  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  to  engage  in  or  pursue  any  of 
the  occupations  hereinbefore  named,  without  first  paying  all  legal  taxes 
assessed  against  such  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  for  such  occu- 
pation for  State  and  county  purposes,  and  also  filing  the  bond  and  pro- 
curing the  license  herein  required,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than 
twenty-five  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offense; 
provided,  that  evidence  that  such  collector  of  taxes  has  reported  such 
person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  so  pursuing  an  occupation  in  vio- 
lation of  law,  immediately  to  the  county  or  district  attorney  of  his  county, 
shall  be  a  defense  against  all  prosecutions  against  collectors  under  this 
section. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts  is  hereby  required  to 
prescribe  and  furnish  to  the  county  clerk  the  necessary  blank  forms  for 
Donds  herein  provided  for  and  the  blank  forms  for  license  to  be  issued 
by  such  clerks  herein  required,  and  a^so  to  preecribe  and  furnish  to  col- 
lectors of  taxes  the  necessary  blank  forms  for  receipts  to  be  issued  by 
such  collectors  to  any  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  paying  occu- 
pation tax  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec  8.  That  the  license  required  by  this  act  shall  be  posted  in  some 
conspicuous  place  in  the  house  where  the  business  or  occupation  for  which 
fluch  license  is  necessary  is  carried'  on,  and  for  a  failure  to  so  conspicu- 
ously post  such  license  at  or  in  such  place  of  business,  any  person  or 
any  member  of .  any  firm  or  association  of  persons  so  failing  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  dollars. 

Sec  9.  That  whereas  great  confusion,  difficulty  and  loss  may  occur 
from  any  delay  in  the  final  passage  of  this  act,  thereby  creating  an 
emergency  and  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  con- 
stitutional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days;  therefore 
said  rule  is  hereby  suspended ;  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage.  OOqIc 
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Sec.  10.  That  all  la>^B  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisionfr 
of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  except  as  otherwise 
herein  provided  in  section  3  of  this  act. 

Approved  March  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXII.— An  act  to  amend  articles  3824  and  3825,  title  79, 
of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to  add  thereto 
articles  3825a  and  3825ft,  and  to  create  Clay,  Baylor,  Wheeler  and 
Oldham  county  land  districts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  title  79,  chapter  3,  articles  3824  and  3825  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  amended,  and  that  articles  3825a  and 
3835ft  be  added  thereto,  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows; 

"Article  3824.  The  counties  of  Clay,  Wichita,  Wilbarger,  Greer,  Har- 
deman, Childress  and  Donley,  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  the  Clay 
land  district,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Clay  county  shall  be  the  sur- 
veyor for  said  district,  and  shall  keep  his  ofliceatthe  county  seat  of  Clay 
county;  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  surveys  of  land  for  said  district 
shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

"Article  3825.  The  counties  of  Baylor,  Knox,  Bailey,  Lamb,  Parmer, 
Castro,  Swisher,  Hale,  Cottle,  Motley,  Floyd,  Briscoe  and  Hall  are  hereby 
made  an<J  constituted  the  Baylor  land  district,  and  the  county  surveyor 
of  J^aylor  county  shall  be  the  surveyor  for  said  district,  and  shall  keep  his 
office  at  the  town  of  Seymour,  in  the  county  of  Baylor,  and  the  records 
of  all  files  and  surveys  for  land  for  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

**Article  3825a.  The  counties  of  Wheeler,  Hemphill,  Lipscomb,  Col- 
lingsworth, Gray,  Roberts,  Ochiltree,  Armstrong,  Carson,  Hutchinson  and 
Hansford  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  the  Wheeler  land  district,  and 
the  county  surveyor  of  Wheeler  county  shall  be  the  surveyor  for  said 
district,  and  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  county  seat  of  the  county  of 
Wheeler,  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  surveys  for  land  for  said  district 
shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

"Article  3825ft.  The  counties  of  Oldham,  Deaf  Smith,  Randall,  Potter, 
Moore,  Sherman,  Dallam  and  Hartley  are  hereby  made  and  constituted 
the  Oldham  land  district,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Oldham  county 
shall  be  the  .surveyor  of  said  district,  and  shall  keep  his  office  at  the 
county  seat  of  Oldham  county,  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  surveys  for 
said  district  shall  be  kept  in  daid  office." 

Approved  March  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. — An  act  to  amend  sections  one  and  six  of 
"an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  unappropriated 
public  lands  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  the  investment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale,"  passed  at  the  special  session  v>f  the  Sixteenth  Leg- 
islature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  sections  one  and  six  of  the  above  recited  act  shall  hereafter  read  as. 
follows:  ^  T 

"  Section  1.     That  all  vacant  and  unappropria^id^lMd]^^^ted  in  the 
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following  Darned  counties,  viz:  Noland,  Mitchell,  Howard,  Martin,  An- 
drews, Gaines,  Dawson,  Borden,  Scurry,  Fisher,  Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza, 
Lynn,"  Terry,  Yoakum,  Cochran,  Hockley,  Lubbock,  Crosby,  Dickens, 
King,  Cottle,  Motley,  Floyd,  Hale,  Lamb,  Bailey,  Parmer,  Castro,  Swish- 
er, Briscoe,  Hall,  Childress,  Collingsworth,  Donley,  Armstrong,  Randall, 
Deaf  Smith,  Oldham,  Potter,  Carson,  Gray,  Wheeler,  Hemphill,  Roberts, 
Hutchinson,  Moore,  Hartley,  Sherman,  Hansford,  Ochiltree  and  Lipscomb 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  sale,  together 
with  all  the  unappropriated  lands  situated  and  being  within  and  included 
in  the  Pacific  Reservation,  and  together  with  such  separate  tracts  of  unap- 
propriated public  lands  situated  in  organized  counties  of  this  State,  as 
contain  not  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  provided,  th&i  the 
three  million  and  fifty  thousand  acres,  heretofore  appropriated  for  the 
building  of  a  state  capitol,  shall  have  a  preference  right  of  location  in 
the  counties  heretofore  reserved  for  that  purpose.  The  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  the  right  of  pre-empting 
within  the  bounds  of  the  reservation  here  made,  but  any  party  shall  have 
the  same  right  of  acquiring  a  homestead  within  this  reservation  under 
the  pre-emption  laws  of  this  State,  as  he  may  have  had  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act. 

"Sec.  6.  These  lands  shall  be  sold  in  tracts  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  each,  unless  precluded  by  previous  surveys,  in  which  event  the  pur- 
chaser must  include  all  the  vacancy,  and  no  tract  shall  have  a  greater 
frontage  on  any  navigable  stream  or  permanent  water  than  one-half  the 
square  of  such  survey,  excepting  where  surrounded  by  older  surveys." 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  vthe  fact  that  Carson  county  having  been  left  out  of 
the  original  law  subjecting  the  vacant  lands  in  said  county  to  location, 
creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage, 
and  it  is  so  enated. 

Approved  March  11, 1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. — An  act  to  release  certain  inhabitants  in  the  town 
of  Savoy,  county  of  Fannin,  from  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  and 
now  due  for  the  year  A.  D.  1880,  in  consequence  of  a  great  public 
calamity. 

Whereas,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1880,  there  occurred  in  the  village 
of  Savoy,  situated  in  Fannin  county,  State  of  Texas,  a-  great  public  cal- 
amity, same  being  a  most  terrible  and  destructive  cyclone,  such  as 'has 
never  occurred  before  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant. 
Within  the  compass  of  a  few  moments  the  houses  of  all  those  mentioned 
in  this  act  were  crushed  to  the  earth;  several  were  killed  immediately, 
and  a  great  many  seriously  wounded,  a  nun^ber  of  the  latter  maimed  for 
life.  Stock  and  poultry  were  destroyed,  and,  in  fact,  the  little  town  was 
left  but  a  crushed  ruin ;  therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas 
(two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  House  by  a  vote  concurring  therein), 
That  the  following  named  inhabitants  of  said  portion  of  said  county,  to 
wit:  of  the  town  of  Savoy,  the  same  being  great  sufferers  from  the 
cyclone,  be  and  they  are  hereby  released  from  the  payment  of  the  sev- 
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eral  sams  named,  the  same  being  the  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes 
assessed  against  them,  and  now  due  for  the  year  A.  D.  1880,  to  wit: 


NAMES. 


R  R.  Halsell Ill  63 

E.  Harle t 6  29 

J.  W.  Hunter 2  25 

T.  J.  Chenowith 30  09 

S.  W.  McKee 20  19 

R.  W.  Gallaher 12  06 

W.  F.Suddeth...; 4  46 

R.  D.  Chaney 14  10 

W.  B.  Chaney 2  88 

Wm.  Thompson 21  68 

J.  P.  Smith 4  10 

R.  E.  Stringer 6'  66 

Stringer  &  Smith 16  26 

Mrs.  Laura  Brown 3  75 

F.  E.  Home 17  95 

G.  G.  Lindsey 4  60 

James  Paxton 25  30 

R.  T.  Best 1  07 

Wm.  H.  Brooks 10  86 

M.  M.  Jackson 10  62 

C.  R.  March 3  20 

Wm.  G.  Johnson 29  95 

J.  H.  Culpepper 2  76 

T.  J.  Patillo 6  31 

A.  W.  Jolly 11  90 

J.  A.  Jolly 2  47 

M.  W.  King 15  61 

J.  A.  Barnard 6  25 

Barnard  &  King 9  37 


S.  J.  McKnight J|9  37 

James  O'Riley 1   10 

J.  H.  Montgomery 1  31 

W.  R.  Sage 13  72 

W.  N.  Youree 27  31 

G.  W.  Thompson 8  30 

A.  J.  Smith 4  47 

C.  A.  Vestal 3  97 

W.  L.  Andruss 7  07 

Russell<  Bradford  &  Co....  43  76' 

J.  J.  Ryan 10  44 

Mary  E.  Johnson 12  54 

J.  M.  Nayler 3  81 

Matt  L.  Taylor 10  98 

A.  J.  Duckworth 9  41 

T.  J.  Cox 3   19 

R.  R.  Roberts 7  09 

J.  A.  Keams 2  62 

W.  B.  Wooten 10  25 

Wm.  Savoy 15  24 

Ben  P.  Crabb 2  90 

A.  J.  Malugin 11   85 

N.  A.  Andruss. 6  60 

G.  W.  Mathis 12  31 

J.  J.  Roberts 16  95 

M.  T.  Simmons 7  43 

Jud  Mathison 3  50 

J.  W.  Elder 2  36 

Robt,  F.  Jones 2  98 


And  that  the  several  sums  of  taxes  against  said  persons  respectively  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts  of  this  State,  and  the 
county  treasurer  and  commissioners'  court  of  Fannin  county,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  credit  the  tax  collector  of  Fannin 
county  with  the  several  sums  herein  and  hereby  released,  the  said  comp- 
troller to  credit  him  with  the  several  amounts  of  State  tax,  and  said 
treasurer  and  commissioners'  court  to  credit  him  with  the  several  amounts 
of  county  tax,  in  his  settlement  with  them  for  taxes  collected  by  him  for 
the  year  1880,  by  deducting  the  same  from  the  aggregate  of  the  tax  lists 
now  in  his  hands  for  collection  for  the  said  year;  and  said  tax  collector 
be  and  he  is  hereby  relieved  from  collecting  said  several  sums,  or  any 
part  thereof,  from  the  said  several  persons  hereby  relieved ;  and  if  the 
said  tax,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  shall  have  been  collected  by  the  said 
collector  of  taxes  for  Fannin  county,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  col- 
lector is  hereby  required  to  refund  such  amounts  of  the  said  tax  to  the 
person  having  paid  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  An  imperative  necessity  and  emergency  exists  which  requires 
^he  immediate  passage  and  taking  effect  of  this  act,  as  the  tax  collector 
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is  required  by  law  to  collect  said  several  sums  of  taxes,  by  seizure  and 
levy  from  said  persons  if  the  same  be  not  paid  by  the  1st  day  of*  March, 
1881,  and  the  several  inhabitants  may  not  in  consequence  thereof  be  ben- 
efited by  this  act  as  intended;  therefore  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXV.— An  act  to  amend  article  3971,  chapter  11,  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  providing  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
lands  known  as  the  Indian  Reservations,  and  to  repeal  articles 
3972,  3973,  3974,  3975  and  3976  of  the  Revised  Statutes  upon  the 
same  subject. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  3971  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  be 
so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows,  viz.  : 

"Article  3971.  So  much  of  the  seventeen  leagues  of  land  known  as  the 
Indian  Reservations,  which  were  set  apart  and  appropriated  by  the  act  of 
January  25,  1875,  one-half  to  the^  school  fund  and  the  remaining  half  for 
settlement^  and  which  have  not  been  settled  upon  and  appropriated 
under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart 
and  appropriated  to  the  common  free  school  fund  of  this  State,  and  the 
same  shall  be  subject  to  the  general  laws  applicable  to  and  regulating  the 
management  and  disposal  of  the  other  school  lands  belonging  to  the  per- 
manent school  fund." 

Sec.  2.  That  articles  3972,  3973,  3974,  3975  and  3976  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. — An  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  title 
11,  chapter  1,  article  241,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  Texas, 
adopted  February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  241  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended  that  here- 
after it  shall  read  as  follows: 

"Article  241.  The  following  judicial  districts  in  this  State  shall  each, 
respectively,  elect  a  district  attorney,  viz.:  The  first,  the  second,  the 
third,  the  fourth,  the  fifth,  the  seventh,  the  eighth,  the  ninth,  the  twelfth, 
the  seventeenth,  the  eighteenth,  the  fifteeeth,  the  nineteenth,  the  twen- 
tieth, the  twenty-third,  the  twenty-fourth,  the  twenty -fifth,  the  thirtieth, 
and  the  counties  of  Galveston  and  Harris;  provided,  that  the  governor 
shall  appoint  a  district  attorney  for  the  thirtieth  and  nineteenth  judicial 
districts  until  the  next  general  election." 

Sbc.  2.  The  fact  that  courts  of  the  nineteenth  judicial  district  are 
now  in  session  for  the  trial  of  persons  accused  of  felony,  and  that  public 
policy  demands  that  the  State  shall  have  additional  aid  in  their  prosecu- 
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tion,  justifies  the  saspension  of  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to.  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  it  is  suspended,  and  creates  an  emergency  which 
requires  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  March  11,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII.— An  act  to  repeal  "An  act  to  diminish  the 
civil  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  of  Navarro  county  and  to  con- 
form the  jurisdiction^  of  the  district  court  of  said  county  to  such 
change,"  approved  July  2,  A.  D.  1879,  and  to  presciibe  the  juris- 
diction  of  said  county  court. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  diminish  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the 
county  court  of  Navarro  county,  and  to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  court  of  said  county  to  such  change,"  approved  July  2,  A.  D. 
1879,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  That  said  county  court  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re-invested 
with  the  jurisdiction,  criminal  and  civil,  which  it  had  and  exercised  prior 
to  the  passage  of  said  act  diminishing  the  jurisdiction  of  said  court. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  causes  now  pending  in  the  district  court  of  said 
county  of  Navarro,  over  which  the  county  court  of  that  county  would 
have  jurisdiction  under  the  constitution,  shall  be  transferred  to  said 
county  court,  and  all  causes  now  pending  in  said  district  court,  over  which 
said  district  and  county  courts  have  concurrent  jurisdiction,  shall,  upon 
the  written  motion  of  either  party  thereto,  filed  with  the  clerk  of  said 
district  court,  be  transferred  to  said  county  court,  and  all  causes  so  trans- 
ferred shall  be  docketed  in  said  county  court  and  stand  for  trial  as  appear- 
ance causes  in  that  court. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  district  clerk  of  said  county  of  Navarro  be  and  he 
is  hereby  required,  within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
make  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  all  entries  made  upon  the  dockets 
of  said  district  court  in  all  causes  which  will  be  by  section  three  of  this 
act  transferred  from  said  court,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  and  all  the 
papers  of  each  cause  to  the  clerk  of  said  county  court. 

Sec.  5.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  dockets  of  said  district  court 
creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  12,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIIL— An  act  to  amend  articles  423,  424,  425, 
426,  427,  428,  429  and  430a,  and  to  create  article  426|,  and  to 
repeal  article  430  of  chapter  5,  title  13,  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the 
Eevimed  Statutes,  for  the  protection  of  fish   and  game. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  articles  423,  424,  425,  426,  427,  428,  429  and  430a,  of  chapter  5,  title 
13,  of  the  Penal  Code  be  so  amenjded,  and  article  426|  be  enacted,  to  read 
hereafter  as  follows: 

"Aritcle  423.     No  person  shall  throw,  drag  or  to^lei-B^jCSA^PSV  seine  or 
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other  contrivance  for  the  purpose  of  catching  fish  (except  the  ordinary 
pole,  line  and  hook,  or  trot  line)  in  any  stream,  lake-Dr  pool  of  water 
within  the  State,  not  his  own,  above  tide  water,  between  the  first  day  of 
February  and  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  year;  and  at  no  time  of  the 
year  in  such  waters  shall  any  one  be  permitted  to  drag  or  haul  any  fish 
net  or  seine  with  meshes  less  two  and  a  half  inches  square;  and  any 
one  violating  the  provisions  of  this  article  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  fined 
in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars. 

"Article  424.  For  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  protecting  the  fish  now 
being  propagated  in  our  brooks,  tanks,  ponds,  lakes,  creeks,  rivuletfe  and 
rivers,  not  private  and  individual  property,  no  person  shall  be  permitted 
to  set,  place  or  use  any  fixed  net,  trap  or  other  contrivances  for  trapping 
fish  in  said  waters;  and  any  one  violating  the  provisions  of  this  article 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of'  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction, 
he  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  of  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  nor  more  than 
seventy-five  dollars,  together  with  all  costs  in  the  case  accruing,  which 
fine  shall  go  to  the  common  school  fund;  and  each  day  that  any  fixed 
net,  trap  or  contrivance  for  trapping  fish,  as  contempated  by  this  article, 
shall  remain  set  or  placed  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense  under  this 
article;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  bill  shall  be  construed  as  to  pro- 
hibit the  fish  commissioner  of  this  State  from  taking  any  and  all  fish  at 
any  time  and  by  any  means  for  breeding  and  scientific  purposes,  and  for 
stocking  Other  waters. 

"Article  425.  If  any  person  shall  catch  or  take,  or  attempt  to  catch  or 
take,  any  fish  in  the  State  by  use  of  lime,  china  berries,  or  any  other 
poisonous  substances  placed  in  the  water,  he  gfhall  be  fined  in  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

"Article  426.  It  shall  hereafter  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  kill,  trap, 
ensnare,  or  in  any  way  destroy,  any  wild  deer  in  the  period  of  time  em- 
braced between  the  first  day  of  December  in  any  year  and  the  first  day 
of  June  of  the  next  year,  and  any  violation  of  this  provision  shall- be  con- 
sidered a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  or  other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  together  with 
the  costs  of  suit,  which  fine  shall  go  to  the  common  school  fund;  and, 
upon  conviction  of  said  offense,  as  well  as  those  provided  against  in  arti- 
cles 424  and  425  of  this  chapter,  the  person  so  offending  and  convicted 
shall  stand  committed  to  jail  until  such  fines  and  costs  are  paid ;  and  any 
batcher,  huckster,  marketer,  carrier  or  express  agent,  or  any  person  found 
in  possession  of  fresh  killed  venison  one  day  befoie  the  above  specified 
open  season  begins,  or  ten  days  after  the  open  season  is  closed,  shall  be 
deemed  equally  guilty  of  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
and  liable  to  the  same  proceedings  therein  provided. 

"Article  426^.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  kill,  or  to  trap 
for  immediate  use  or  for  market,  any  wild  turkey  in  the  period  of  time  of 
each  year  between  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  and  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  any  one  so  offending  shall  be  proceeded  against  as  provided  in 
article  426  of  this  act,  and,  upon  conviction,  fined  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
dollars  the  same  to  be  used  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  that  article. 
"Article  427.  If  any  person  shall  in  any  manner  catch  or  kill  any 
pinnated  grouse  (prairie*  chickens)  in  this  State  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  May,  June  and  July  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 
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court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  ten  dollars, 
together  with  the  cost  of  the  suit,  the  fine  to  be  disposed  of  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  on  that  subject  in  article  426  of  this  act. 

'* Article  428.  If  any  person  shall  in  any  manner  c^tch  or  kill  any 
quail  or  partridges  in  this  State  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  May, 
June,  July  and  August  of  any  year,  he  shall  be  punished  as  prescribed  m 
article  427  of  this  act;  and  the  netting  of  partridges  is  hereby  entirely 
prohibited  under  a  like  penalty  for  the  infraction  of  this  provision,  and 
under  the  proceedings  governing  said  article  427. 

"Article  429.  If  any  person  shall  willfully  kill,  or  in  any  manner 
injure,  any  mocking-bird,  whippoorwill,  night  hawk,  blue  bird,  red  bird, 
finch,  thrush,  linnet,  wren,  martin,  swallow,  bobolink,  cat  bird,  nonpareil, 
scissor-tail,  sparrow,  buzzard  or  carrion  crow  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  before  a  justice  of  th«  peace,  or 
other  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  he  shall  be  fined  a  sum  of  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  fifteen  dollars. 

"Article  430.  That  the  following  counties  are  hereby  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  articles  426,  426|,  427,  428  and  429  of  this  chapter, 
to-wit:  Jasper,  Newton^  Hardin,  Liberty,  McLennan,  Nacogdoches, 
Waller,  Hood,  Bosque,  Somervell,  Williamson,  Lampasas,  Sabine,  San 
Augustine,  Shelby,  Titus,  Franklin,  Delta,  Red  River,  Hunt,  Rockwall, 
Henderson,  Raines,  Wood,  Coryell,  Hamilton,  Brown,  Coleman,  Runnels, 
Johnson,  Cook,  Morris,  Rusk,  Panola,  Grayson,  Denton,  Leon,  San 
Jacinto,  Polk,  Tyler,  Wise,  Montague,  Clay,  and  the  unorganized  coun- 
ties attached  to  the  same  for  judicial  purposes;  Ellis,  Robertson,  Ander- 
son, Tom  Green,  Hill,  Lamar,  Freestone,  Cherokee,  Bowie,  Taylor,  Cal- 
lahan, Shackelford,  Stephens,  Eastland,  Erath,  Comanche,  Palo  Pinto, 
Limestone,  Navarro,  Madison,  Walker,  Trinity  and  Austin;  provided, 
that  the  counties  of  Orange,  Jasper  and  Newton  shall  be  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  article  426;  provided  further^  that  the  counties  of  La- 
vaca and  Delta  are  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  articles  426 
and  429." 

Sbc.  2.  That  the  following  counties  are  also  hereby  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  articles  426,  426^,  427,  428  and  429  of  this  chapter, 
to-wit:  Kaufman,  Hopkins,  Milam,* Tarrant,  Liberty,  Jefferson,  Cham- 
bers, Hardin,  Archer,  Baylor,  Oldham,  Wheeler,  and  the  unorganized 
counties  attached  to  them,  and  Angelina;  provided,  that  these  exemp- 
tions from  the  operation  of  this  law  shall  not  apply  to  articles  423,  424 
and  425;  provided,  th&t  the  counties  of  Fort  Bend,  Waller,  Wharton, 
Grimes,  Brazos,  Angelina,  Van  Zandt,  Polk,  San  Jacinto,  Walker,  Tyler, 
Trinity,  Throckmorton,  Parker,  Jack  and  Young  are  hereby  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  this  act;  provided  further,  that  the  county  of 
Houston  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  articles  424,  426, 
426^,  427,  428  and  429  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  the  game  laws  now  in  force  are  wholly  inadequate 
to  protect  the  game  of  this  State  from  cruel  and  wanton  destruction, 
therefore  an  emergency  exists  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  de- 
mands that  the  constitutional  rule,  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three 
several  dnys  be  suspended,  and  that  this  bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  16,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX.— An  act  to  amend  article  1974,  and  to  establish 
articles  1802a  and  1822a  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  concerning  the  estates  of  deceased  persons, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  1974  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  be 
amended,  and  that  there  be  known  in  said  statutes  articles  1802a  and 
1822a,  concerning  estates  of  deceased  persons,  to  read  as  follows,  to-wit: 

"Article  1974.  Executors  and  administrators  may  be  removed  by  the 
county  judge  on  his  own  motion,  or  on  the  complaint  of  any  person  inter- 
ested in  the  estate,  after  being  cited  to  answer  such  motion  or  complaint 
at  a  regular  term  of  the  court,  in  the  following  cases : 

"  1.  When  there  shall  appear  sufficient  grounds  to  believe  that  they 
have  misapplied,  embezzled  or  removed  from  the  State  the  property,  or 
any  part  thereof,  committed  to  their  charge,  or  that  they  are  about  to 
misapply,  embezzle  or  remove  from  the  State  any  of  such  property, 

"  2.  When  it  is  proved  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  gross  neglect,  or 
mismanagement  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  such  executors  or 
administrators. 

"  3.  When  they  fail  to  obey  any  order  of  the  court  consistent  with 
this  title,  made  in  relation  to  the  estate  committed  to  their  charge. 

"4.  When  an  executor  or  administrator  becomes  of  unsouad  mind,  or 
from  any  other  cause  is  incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  his  trust. 

"5.  When  they  fail  to  make  an  annual  exhibit  fully  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  estate  they  represent,  or  fail  to  make  to  the  court  any  ex- 
hibit they  are  required  to  make  by  law. 

"6.  When  they  fail  to  make  a  final  settlement  for  three  years  after 
the  grant  of  letters,  unless  the  time  be  extended  by  the  court,  after  satis- 
factory showing  being  made  under  oath." 

"  Atticle  1802a.  When  the  probate  docket  is  taken  up,  it  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  with  dispatch,  without  an  adjournment  of  the  court  for  more 
than  three  days  at  any  one  time;  and,  in  case  of  such  adjournment,  the 
reason  therefor  must  appear  upon  the  minutes." 

"Article  182^2a.  Executors  and  administrators  shall  be  required  to 
make  annual  exhibits  under  oath,  fully  showing  the  condition  of  the 
estate;  they  shall  be  required  to  make  final  settlement  of  the  estates  they 
'represent  within  three  years  from  grant  of  letters,  unless  the  time  be 
extended  by  the  court  after  satisfactory  showing  being  made  under  oath; 
and  upon  failure  in  either  case,  shall  be  removed  as  provided  in  article 
1974. 

Approved  March  16,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XL.— An  act  to  amend  article  1081,  chapter  3,  title  16,  of 
the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  adopted  February  21,  1879. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Lesrislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  1081  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  this  State  shall 
hereafter  read  as  as  follows: 

"  Article  1081.  Each  juror  who  serves  in  the  trial  of  any  criminal  case  in 
any  court  having  criminal  jurisdiction,  or  who  has  been  sworn  as  a  juror 
for  the  term  or  week,  shall  receive  two  dollars  for  each  day  and  for  each 
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fraction  of  a  day  he  may  serve  or  attend  as  such  juror;  providedy  that  this 
provision  shall  not  extend  to  mayors'  and  recorders'  courts  taking  cogni- 
zances of  offenses  against  municipal  ordinances;  provided  further ^  that 
jurors  in  justices'  courts  who  serve  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases  in  such 
courts,  shall , receive  fifty  cents  in  each^ase  they  may  sit  as  jurors;  pro- 
vided,  that  no  juror  in  such  courts  shall  receive  more  than  one  dollar  for 
each  day  or  fraction  of  a  day  he  may  serve  as  such  juror." 

Sec.  2.  Justices  of  the  peace  shall  report  to  the  county  clerk,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  each  month,  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  served  as 
jurors  in  his  court  for  the  preceding  month,  and  the  number  of  days  and 
fractions  of  days  that  they  have  served  respectively,  and  the  number  of 
cases  in  which  they  have  served  respectively  on  each  of  said  days  or 
fractional  days;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  to  issue  his 
warrant  against  the  county  -treasurer  in  favor  of  each  of  the  persons  so 
serving  as  jurors.  Every  justice  failing  to  make  and  file  such  report 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty -five  no^*  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

«  Sec.  3.  Whereas,  the  present  law  entails  upon  citizens  of  the  State 
services  burdensome,  and  in  many  instances  unremunerated,  and  thereby 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  for  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  therefore  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  15,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XLI. — An  act  to  procure  from  the  publishing  house  owning 
the  copyright,  certain  volumes  of  the  early  reports  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State,  and  to  make  a-n  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  secretary  of  state  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase 
from  the  publishing  house  owning  the  copyright,  three  hundred  copies, 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  of  each  of  the  volumes  of  Decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Texas,  now  out  of  print,  or  needed  by  the  State,  at  a 
price  not  to  exceed  four  dollars  per  copy,  and  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars  is  appropriated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  character  of  work,  binding,  style  of  type,  weight 
and  quality  of  paper,  shall  be  as  in  volume  52  of  the  Texas  Reports. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  counties  in  this  State  have  never 
been  furnished  with  complete  sets  of  Supreme  Court  Reports  of  Texas, 
and  whereas,  it  is  important  that  such  counties  should  be  furnished  with 
full  sets  of  said  reports,  therefore,  an  imperative  necessity  and  emergency 
exists  that  this  bill  should  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it 
it  is  hereby  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  15,  A.  D.  ier81. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XLII. — An  act  to  dimiaish  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdio- 
tioo  of  the  county  courts  of  Grimes,  Montgomery  and  Karnes  counties, 
and  to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  said  counties 
to  such  change. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  courts  of  the  counties  of  Grimes,  Montgomery  and 
Karnes  shall  have  and  exercise  the  general  jurisdiction  of  probate  courts, 
shall  probate  wills,  appoint  guardians  of  minors,  idi<)ts,  lunatics,  persons 
non  compos  mentis  and  common  drunkards;  grant  letters  of  testimony 
and  of  administration;  settle  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and 
guardians;  transact  all  business  appertaining  to  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  minors,  idiots,  lunatics^  persons  non  compos  m^entis,  s^nd  common 
drunkards,  including  the  partition,  settlement  and  distribution  of  estates 
of  deceased  persons,  and  to  apprentice  minors,  as  prescribed  by  law;  and 
to  issue  all  writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  their  jurisdiction,  and 
to  punish  contempts  under  such  provisions  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by 
general  law  governing  county  courts  throughout  the  State;  but  said 
county  court  shall  have  no  other  jurisdiction,  civil  or  criminal. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  district  courts  of  said  counties  of  Grimes,  Mont- 
gomery and  Karnes  shall  have  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and 
causes,  civil  and  criminal,  over  which  by  the  general  laws  of  the  State 
the  county  courts  of  said  counties  would  have  jurisdiccion,  except  as  pro- 
vided in  section  1  of  this  act,  and  that  in  all  cases  other  t^an  probate 
matters,  and  such  as  are  provided  in  section  1  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  transferred  to  the  district  courts  of  said  counties;  and  all  writs 
and  process,  civil  and  criminal,  heretofore  issuad  by  or  out  of  said  county" 
courts,  other  than  those  pertaining  to  matters  over  which  by  section  one 
(1)  of  this  act  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  county  courts  of  said  counties, 
be  and  the  same  are  made  returnable  to  the  next  term  of  the  district 
courts  in  and  for  said  counties. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  clerk  of  the  county  courts  of  Grimes,  Montgomery 
and  Karnes  counties,  be  and  he  is  hereby  required  within  twenty  days 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  to  make  a  fair  and  complete  transcript  of  all 
the  entries  on  the  docket  of  said  county  courts,  civil  and  criminal,  there- 
tofore made  in  causes  which  hy  section  (2)  two  of  this  act  are  transferred 
to  the  district  courts  of  said  counties,  and  file  the  same,  togethei:  with  the 
original  papers  of  all  said  causes  and  proceedings,  with  the  clerks  of  the 
district  courts  of  said  counties;  and  all  such  cases  shall  immediately  be 
docketed  by  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts  of  said  counties,  and  shall 
stand  on  the  dockets  of  said  district  courts  as  appearance  cases  for  the 
next  term  of  said  courts;  and  for  each  of  said  transcripts  the  county 
clerks  shall  receive  twenty  per  cents  per  hundred  words,  and  fifty  cents  for 
a  certificate  thereto,  to  be  taxed  as  costs  against  the  party  cast  in  the 
suit,  if  a  civil  suit,  and  if  a  criminal  cause,  against  the  defendant,  if 
convicted. 

Sbc.  4.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec  5.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  burdens  now  imposed  upon  the  citizens  of  Grimes,  Mont- 
gomery and  Karnes  counties,  on  account  of  the  cost  and  number  of  the 
county  courts  now  held  in  said  counties  creates  an  imperative  public 
necessity,  and  an  emergency  exists  demanding  that  the  constitutional 
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rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended  and 
this  bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  March  15,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XLIII. — An   act   to   prescribe  the  times   of  holding  the 
district  courts  in  the  counties  of  the  thirteenth  judicial  district. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  district  court  in  the  counties  composing  the  thirteenth  judicial 
district  shall  be  holden  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Freestone  on  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session 
four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Navarro  on  the  first  Mondays  in  July  and 
December,  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Limestone  on  the  fourth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  writs  an(}  process  issued  and  made  returnable  to  the 
terms  of  said  courts  under  the  law  in  force  at  the  issuance  thereof,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  terms  of  said  courts  as  herein  prescribed,  and  shall  be 
as  valid  as  if  no  change'  had  been  made  in  the  return  day  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  The  frequent  and  unnecessary  terms  of  courts  now  held  m 
said  counties  creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  15,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XLIV.— An  act  to  amend  articles  111  and  112  of  chap- 
ter 6  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal 
Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas," 
passed  at  the  regular  session,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  lexas, 
That  articles  111  and  112,  in  chapter  5  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  111.  Article  110,  in  chapter  6  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  effect  [?]  any  civil  remedy  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  taxes. 

"Article  112.  Any  person  prosecuted  under  article  110  of  the  Penal 
Code  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  have  the  right  at  any  time  before  con- 
viction to  have  such  prosecution  dismissed  upon  payment  of  the  tax,  and 
all  costs  of  said  prosecution,  and  procuring  the  license  to  pursue  or  fol- 
low the  occupation  for  the  pursuing  which,  without  license,  the  prosecu- 
tion was  instituted,  and  no  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  against  any 
person  after  the  procuring  said  license,  notwithstanding  they  may  have 
followed  such  occupation,  calling  or  profession  before  procuring  said 
license;  provided,  said  license  shall  cover  the  time  said  person  has  aotu- 
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ally  followed  said  occupation,  calling  or  profession.  The  county  clerk 
shall  be  entitled  to  ten  cents  for  issuing  the  license,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  to  whom  it  is  issued.  * 

ApproTed  March  15,  A,  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.    . 


CHAPTER  XLV. — An  act  granting  a  land  certificate  of  twelve  hundred 
and  eighty  (1280)  acres  to  each  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  Texas 
revolution,  and  the  surviving  signers  of  the  declaration  of  Texas  inde- 
pendence, and  to  the  surviving  widows  of  such  soldiers  and  signers,  and 
to  the  widows  of  those  who  fell  at  the  Dawson  massacre;  and  to  repeal 
an  act,  approved  April  26, 1879,  entitled  "an  act  granting  a  land  certifi- 
cate of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  each  of  the  mdigent  veterans  who 
was  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  Texas  independence  prior  to  and  at  the. 
battle  of  San  Jacinto,  enrolled  under  the  act  approved  July  28,  1876." 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  and  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  issue,  subject  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  specified, 
to  each  of  the  surviving  soldiers  who  served  in  the  war  between  Texas 
and  Mexico,  in  the  army  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  at  any  time  between 
the  commencement  of  the  revolutibn  in  1835,  and  the  first  day  of  January, 
1837,  who  served  for  three  months  in  such  war,  and  received,  or  was  en- 
titled to  receive,  a  bounty  warrant  therefor,  and  to  each  of  the  surviving 
signers  of  the  declaration  of  the  independence,  of  Texaa,  made  at  the 
town  of  Washington  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1836,  and  to  each  of 
the  surviving  widows  of  any  such  soldiers  or  signers  who  remains  and 
has  always  been  unmarried  since  the  death  of  such  soldier  or  signer, 
and  to  the  widows  of  those  who  fell  at  the  Dawson  massacre,  a  land  cer- 
tificate, in  his  or  her  name,  for  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  (1280)  acres, 
which  may  be  located  as  headright  certificates  upon  any  of  the  public 
domain,  and  patented,  as  in  other  cases;  and  the  said  certificate,  and 
the  land  located  by  virtue  thereof,  shall  be  exempt  from  forced  sale  so 
long  as  it  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  grantee  in  said  certificate; 
providedy  that  the  commissioner  shall  charge  no  fees  for  the  issuance  of 
such  land  certiQcate  and  patent. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  who  has 
already  received  a  land  certificate  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  as  an 
indigent  veteran  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  April  26,  1879, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  a  land  certificate  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  to  each  of  the  indigent  veterans  who  was  engaged  in  the  stru&^gle 
for  Tex^s  independence,  prior  to  and  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  enrolled 
under  the  act  approved  .July  28,  1876,"  shall  only  be  entitled  to  receive 
in  addition  thereto,  a  land  certificate  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Skc.  8.  Any  person  applying  for  a  land  certificate  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  shall  make  proof  by  their  own  affidavit  and  the  testi- 
mony of  at  least  two  reliable  witnesses,  taken  before  the  judge  of  the 
county  court  of  the  county  in  which  such  person  resides,  of  all  the  facts 
necessary  to  entitle  such  person  to  such  land  certificate  under  the  first 
flection  of  this  act;  and  if  such  application  is  made  by  any  such  surviv- 
ing soldier,  he  shall  prove:     1st,  that  such  service  was  rendered;    2d 
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at  what  time  he  entered  such  service,  and  at  what  time  he  was  discharged 
therefrom;  3d,  of  what  company  and  regiment  he  was  a  member  at  the 
time  such  service  was  rendered,  and  who  were  the  commanders  of  such 
companies  or  regiments;  4th,  that  he  is  the  identical  person  who  rendered 
such  service;  and  if  such  application  is  made  by  any  such  surviving 
widow,  as  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  she  shall  prove:  Ist, 
that  she  is  the  surviving  widow  of  such  soldier  or  signer;  2d,  that  such 
soldier  and  signer  rendered  such  service  in  full  compliance  with  the  fore- 
going provisions  of  this  act;  3d,  the  date  of  the  death  of  such  soldier  or 
signer,  and  that  they  were  living  together  as  husband  and  wife  at  the 
date  of  such  death;  4th,  that  she  remains,  and  has  always  been,  unmar- 
ried since  the  death  of  such  soldier  or  signer:  which  said  proof  the  said 
county  judge  shall  cause  to  bte  reduced  to  writing,  and  signed  and  sworn 
to  by  such  witnesses,  and  attested  by  the  clerk  of  said  court  under  his 
seal  of  office;  and  the  said  county  judge  shall  attach  thereto  his  own 
certificate,  stating  his  opinion  and  belief  as  to  the  validity  of  such 
claim. 

Sec.  4.  That  when  each  application  and  proof  and  certificate  of  the 
county  judge  shall  be  filedi  in  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  carefully  examine  the  same, 
together  with  such  other  testimony  as  may  be  offered,  in  connection  with 
the  pension  rolls  and  other  archives  of  his  office;  and  in  every  case  such 
commissioner,  before  issuing  any  land  certificate  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  claim  is  valid,  that  the  proof  is 
sufficient,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  committed,  or  attempted 
to  be  committed,  upon  the  State;  and  in  every  case  where  such  commis- 
sioner has  grounds  to'  believe,  or  shall  be  advised  that  such  claim  is 
fraudulent,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  suspend  the  issuance  of  such  land  cer- 
tificate, and  to  certify  said  cause  to  the  county  attorney  of  the  county 
where  such  applicant  resides,  and  if  there  be  no  county  attorney,  then  to 
the  district  attorney  of  the  district  in  which  said  applicant  resides,  whose 
dutv  it  shall  be  to  examine  rigidly  into  such  case,  and  ferret  out  such  fraud. 

Sec.  5.  Before  any  benefit  shall  inure  to  any  person  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  a  certificate  shall  be  produced  by  a  board  of  three  sur- 
viving veterans  of  the  revolution  or  1836,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
governor,  and  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  president  of  the  Veterans  Asso- 
ciation, stating  that  they  know  of  their  own  knowledge,  or  are  satisfied 
from  the  evidence,  that  tTie  applicant  is  entitled  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  to  its  benefits. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act  approved  April  2.6,  1879, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  a  land  certificate  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
to  each  of  the  indigent  veterans  who  was  engaged  in  the  struggle  for 
Texas  independence  prior  to  and  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  enrolled 
under  the  act  approved  July  28,  1876,"  and  all  other  laws  in  conflict  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  Y.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  fact 
that  many  veterans  are  now  suffering  for  want  of  some  aid  from  the 
State,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  15,  A;  D.  1881. 

Take  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XLVL — An  act  authorizing  and  requiring  owners  of  lands 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande  rivers,  under  grants  or  titles 
thereto  from  the  former  governments,  which  were  recorded  in  the  re- 
spective counties  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution^  to  de- 
posit and  archive  the  same  in  the  general  land  office. 

Section  1.  Bp  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  owners  of  lands  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande  rivers, 
under  grants  or  titles  from  the  former  government,  which  grants  or  titles 
are  such  as  are  described  in  section  four  of  article  thirteen  of  the  present 
coostitntion,  and  have  been,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  constitution, 
recorded  in  the  respective  counties  where  the  land  is  situated,  but  have 
not  yet  been  deposited  or  archived  in  the  general  land  office  of 'this  State, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  deposit  and  archive 
said  grants  or  titles  in  said  general  land  office;  and  provided  further ^ 
that  such  titles  when  so  archived  shall  be  subject  to  all  defenses  and  ob- 
jections that  they  otherwise  would  have  been  if  not  so  archived,  and  said 
act  of  archiving  invest  said  titles  with  no  greater  validity  than  they  be- 
fore had  as  titles  recorded  in  the  proper  county,  and  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office  is  hereby  authorized  apd  required  to  receive  the 
same  as  archives  of  said  office. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  fact  that  no  provision  exists  for  the  relief  herein' pro- 
vided to  the  owners  of  the  said  titles,  creates  an  imperative  public  neces- 
sity for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule,  which  requires  that  all 
bills  he  read  on  three  several  days,  said  rule  is  therefore  suspended,  and 
an  emergency  exists  that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  16,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XL VII.— An  act  to  amend  article  1054,  title  15,  chapter  2, 
of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  1054  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to- wit: 

"Article  1054.  To  the  sheriff  or  constable  shall  be  allowed  the  follow- 
ing fees  in  all  cases  of  felony  where  the  defendant  has  been  convicted  or 
acquitted,  or  where  the  prosecuting  attorney  has  entered  a  nolle  prosequi^ 
or  where  the  defendant  has  died  before  trial: 

"  1.  For  executing  each  warrant  of  arrest  or  capias,  or  making  arrests 
without  warrant,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

"  2.  For  summoning  or  attaching  each  witness,  fifty  cents. 

"  8.  For  summoning  jury,  two  dollars.  * 

"  4.  For  executing  death  warrant,  fifty  dollars. 

"  6.  For  removing  a  prisoner  for  each  mile  going  and  coming,  includ- 
ing guards  aad  all  other  expenses,  when  traveling  by  railroad,  fifteen 
cents;  when  traveling  otherwise  than  by  railroads,  twenty-five  cents. 
For  each  mile  he  may  be  compelled  to  travel  in  executing  criminal  pro- 
cess, summoning  or  attaching  witnesses,  five  cents.  For  traveling  in  the 
service  of  process,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  the  sum  of  five  cents  for 
each  mile  going  and  returning.     If  two  or  more  persons  al^ ^mentioned 
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in  the  writ,  he  shall  charge  for  the  distance  actually  and  necessarily 
traveled  in  the  service  of  the  same. 

"  6.  For  conveying  a  witness  attached  by  him  to  any  court  out  of  his 
county,  his  actual  necessary  expenses  by  the  nearest  practicable  public 
conveyance,  the  amount  to  be  stated  by  him  under  oath,  and  approved  by 
the  judge  of  the  court  from  which  the  attachment  issued,  such  account  to 
become  due  when  so  approved,  and  the  sheriff's  or  constable's  return  shall 
in  every  instance  show  the  time  and  place  of  service. 

"  7.  For  attending  a  prisoner  on  habeas  corptis,  where  such  prisoner  is 
chai*ged  with  felony,  for  each  day  two  dollars,  together  with  mileage  as 
above  when  removing  such  prisoner  out  of  the  county  under  proper  au- 
thority." *  , 

Approved  March  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XL VIII.— An  act  to  detach  fifty-three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  acres  from  Hill  county,  and  attach  the  same  to  Johnson  county, 
and  define  the  lines  between  said  counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  so  much  of  the  territory  of  Hill  county  as  is  contained  in  the  terri- 
tory hereinbelow  set  out  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  detached  from  Hill 
county  and  attached  to  Johnson  county,  Texas:  Beginning  at  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  William  Kinney  320  acre  survey,  lying  north  and  ad- 
joining Kendall's  Bend  on  the  Brazos  river^  thence  with  said  William 
Kinney's  east  boundary  line,  north  30  degrees  west,  to  Hill  and  Johnson 
county  line;  thence  in  a  westerly  direction  with  said  county  line  to  the 
Brazos  fiver  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Hill  county;  thence  down  the 
Brazos  river  with  its  meanders  with  the  Hill  county  line  to  the  lower 
corner  of  the  said  William  Kinney's  survey;  thence  north  60  degrees  east 
with  the  said  William  Kinney's  survey  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The 
above  described  territory  contains  fifty-three  hundred  and  thirty-four 
acres,  and  embraces  the  following  surveys:  Mark  M.  Ridley,  500;  A.  J. 
Gilbert,  400;  Thos.  Larrison,  640;  H.  P.  Moses,  230;  C.  B.  Roberts,  640; 
J.  Crouch,  320;  L.  N.  West,  320;  Thos.  Russell,  1474;  M.  A.  Johnson, 
180;  B.  S.  Jenkins,  320;  William  Kinney,  320=5334. 

Approved  March  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. — An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  State 
Penitentiaries  and  for  the  more  efficient  management  of  the  same. 

THE   PENITENTIARY   BOARD    AND    ITS   DUTIES. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  governor,  state  trea8^rer  and  the  superintendent  of  the  State 
penitentaries,  are  hereby  created  and  constituted  a  board,  to  be  styled 
"  The  Penitentiary  Board."  Two  members  thereof  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  have  power  to  carry  any 
proposition,  or  make  any  act  binding.  ^,y ,_..,  ^OOqIc 
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Sec.  2.  That  the  said  board  shall  have  the  general  management  and 
control  of  the  State  penitentiaries  and  other  State  penal  institutions, 
established  or  to  be  established,  and  of  all  State  convicts,  whether  within 
or  without  the  walls  of  said  institutions.  It  shall  approve  and  make  all 
contracts  for  the  building  of  any  new  penal  institutions,  and  for  any  ad- 
ditions, repairs  and  improvements  necessary  to  be  made  in  connection 
with  the  penitentiary  or  convict  system  of  this  State,  on  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  !aw,  if  any,  or,  in  the  absence  thereof,  on  such  terms  as  it  may 
consider  for  'the  best  interests  of  the  State.  It  shall  have  power  to  pur- 
chase, or  cause  to  be  purchased^  any  lands,  buildings,  machinery,  appa- 
ratus, tools,  etc.,  necessary  for  the  use,  preservation  and  operation  of  the 
pnitentiaries  or  other  penal  institutions,  to  the  end  that  the  largest  num- 
oer  of  State  convicts  that  can  be  profitably  employed, and  comfortably 
accommodated  therein,  may  be  confined  and  worked  within  the  walls  as 
soon  as  practicable;  provided,  that  no  contract  for  improvements  or  pur- 
chase be  made,  unless  an  appropriation  shall  have  been,  made  therefor, 
except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  3.  Said  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  architect  to  make 
examinations  and  estimates,  and  draw  plans  and  specifications  of  build- 
ings or  other  improTcments  to  be  made,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  said  board,  and  he  shall  be  entitled  therefor  to 
five  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  employed,  and  his  actual  traveling  ex- 
penses, to  be  apj^oved  by  the  board,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  such 
nmds  as  may  be  appropriated,  or  if  no  appropriation  has  been  made,  then 
if  the  services  have  been  performed  in  connection  with  the  penitentiaries, 
then  out  of  any  penitentiary  fund  available  for  the  purpose. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  make  contracts  for  the 
transportation  of  convicts  from  the  counties  where  sentenced,  or  confined 
after  sentence,  to  the  penitentiaries  or  other  penal  institutions,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  now  or  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law,  unless  by  the 
terms  of  any  lease  the  lessees  contract  to  receive  them  at  the  county 
jails. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  shall  have  power  to  condemn  useless,  injured  or 
worn-out  property  of  any  description  in  or  about  the  penitentiaries  be- 
longing to  the  State,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  destroyed  or  sold,  and  if 
in  any  lease  said  property  has  been  inventoried  to  any  lessees,  they  shall 
receive  credit  for  the  same;  provided,  it  was  useless,  injured  or  worn  out 
when  received. 

Sec  rf.  The  governor  may,  with  the  concurrence  of  said  board,  at  any 
time  within  two  years  next  before  the  expiration  of  any  lease  of  the  peni- 
tentiaries, or  either  of  them,  make  another  lease,  subject  to  the  provisions 
hereinafter  contained,  under  which  contract  of  lease  the  property  and 
convicts  leased  shall  be  delivered  at  the  expiration  of  the  existing  lease, 
whether  it  expires  by  limitation,  forfeiture  or  by  agreement  between  the 
penitentiary  board  and  the  lessees.  The  governor  and  the  board  shall 
nave  power  to  rescind  by  agreement  a  contract  of  lease,  when  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  will  be  benefited  thereby. 

Sec  7.  The  board  may  at  any  time  issue  such  orders,  and  prescribe 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  penitentiaries,  not 
inconsistent  with  law,  as  they  may  deem  proper,  in  order  to  supply  any 
defect  in  the  general  law,  in  regard  to  prison  management  and  discipline, 
and  to  provide  for  such  details  as  are  not  embraced  therein,  and  for  such 
contingencies  as  may  at  any  time  arise  concerning  the  management  of 
the  penitentiaries  and  their  proper  and  successful  operation,  and  such 
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rules  and  regulations  shall  be  made  with  the  view  to  carry  out  the  gen- 
eral principles  on  which  the  penal  laws  a,re  founded,  and  the  design  for  . 
which  the  penitentiary  syfitem  is  establiBhed,  and  shall  be  binding  upon 
all  officers  of  penitentiaries,  under-officers,  lessees,  employes,  and  all  per- 
sons whatsoever  in  any  way  connected  with  the  penitentiaries  or  their 
management,  or  with  the  convicts  either  within  or  without  the  walls. 
thereof. 

Sec.  8.  The  board  shall  hiive  all  laws,  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  penitentiaries  or  convict  labor,  and 
such  parts  of  said  rules  as  refer  to  the  duties  of  subordinate  officers  and 
convicts  shall  also  be  printed  in  suitable  form  and  posted  in  conspicuous, 
places  about  the  prisons,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

THE  SUPEBINTENDENT   AND  HIS   DUTIES. 

Sec.  9.  In  order  that  there  may  be  a  more  efficient  supervision  of  the 
penitentiaries,  and  a  uniformity  in  the  ipanagement  of  the  same,  and  of 
the  discipline  and  general  treatment  of  the  State  convicts,  whether  con- 
fined within  or  without  the  walls,  the  governor  shall  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  superintendent  of  peniten- 
tiaries, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  until  the 
appointment  and  qualification  of  his  successor.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
said  office,  the  same  may  be  filled  by  executive  appointment  for  the  unex- 
pired term. 

Sec.  10.  The  superintendent  of  penitentiaries  shall  reside  and  havfv 
his  office  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated  by  the  penitentiary  board. 
He  shall  have  a  general  supervision  and  control  over  all  penitentiaries 
established  or  to  be  established  in  the  State,  over  the  discipline,  manage- 
ment, treatment  and  control  of  all  convicts  who  may  be  imprisoned  in 
said  penitentiaries,  or  who  may  be  operated  outside  the  walls  thereof^ 
and  over  all  officers,  overseers  and  guards  connected  therewith.  He  may 
assign  convicts  to  such  penitentiary  or  camp  as  he  may  deem  proper; 
provided^  that  in  case  of  a  lease  of  the  penitentiaries,  or  any  one  of  them, 
or  of  the  convicts,  or  any  number  of  them,  such  control  shall  not  extend 
to  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  except  as  may  be  provided  by  law,  or  by  the 
terms  of  contract;  nor  shall  he  nor  any  other  officer  do  anything  calcu- 
lated in  any  manner  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  lessees  under  their 
contract. 

Sec.  11.  The  superintendent,  as  the  principal  executive  officer  of  the 
penitentiaries,  shall  have  all  powers  necessary  to  a  discharge  of  his 
duties,  subject  to  the  restrictions  imposed  on  him  by  law.  He  may  desig- 
nate such  number  of  under  officers,  keepers,  guards,  etc.,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  assistant  superintendents  and  inspectors,  with  his  approval,  if  not 
provided  for  in  the  rules,  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  convicts,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline,  and  he  may  dis- 
charge any  under  officer  or  employe  for  official  misconduct,  or  whenever,, 
in  his  judgment,  the  public  interest  shall  so  require. 

Sec.  12.  The  superintendent  shall  at  all  times  have  access  to  the  peni- 
tiaries  and  other  places  where  convicts  are  employed,  and  shall,  unless 
otherwise  officially  engaged,  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  each  peniten- 
tiariy  at  least  once  per  month,  and  of  each  convict  camp  twice  per  year, 
and  oftener  if  practicable.  He  shall  carefully  examine  into  any  and  all 
complaints,  whether  made  by  officers,  under-officers,  lessees,  convicts,  or 
citizens,  and,  unless  any  complaint  is  found  to  be  groundless,  he  shall  take 
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such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  correct  and  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
the  same.  When  it  is  found  that  any  assistant  superintendent,  inspector, 
chaplain,  physician  or  lessee  has  been  guilty  of  any  serious  official  or 
other  improper  conduct,  he  shall  report  the  facts  thereof  to  the  governor 
and  penitentiary  board  for  their  action.  Any  officer  of  the  penitentiary, 
uoder-officer,  lesse^  or  convict  has  a  right,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
report  to  the  governor  any  official  misconduct  of  the  superintendent,  or 
any  cause  of  complaint  whatever  against  him.  ' 

Sec.  13.  The  superintendent,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  is  author- 
ized to  administer  oaths,  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses,  and  to  take 
snch  other  steps  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  re- 
spect to  any  matter  about  which  he  has  a  right  to  inquire.  He  shall  ex- 
amine and  audit  all  accounts  connected  wilh  the  penitentiary  in  which 
the  State  sought  to  be  charged,  atad  administer  oaths  to  all  parties  pre- 
senting claims,  and,  to  authenticate  his  acts,  may  use  the  seal  of  either 
penitentiary;  provided,  he  shall  not  approve  any  claim  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  convicts  to  the  penitentiary,  unless  the  same  be  sworn  to  and 
accompanied  by  the  proper  commitment  papers,  and  unless  satisfied  that 
all  the  prerequisites  of  the  law  have  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  14.  He  shall  make  a  monthly  report  to  the  governor,  as  president 
of  the  penitentiary  board,  showing  fully  the  condition  and  treatment  of 
the  convicts,  and  the  changes  in  the  prison  population  during  the  month. 
He  shall  at  the  time  furnish  to  the  governor,  to  the  comptroller  and  to 
the  lessees  a  statement  showings  the  amount  due  the  State  on  account  of 
the  leasing  of  the  penitentiaries  or  hire  of  conviot  labor.  He  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  make  such  suggestions  to  the  penitentiary  board  as  he  may 
deem  advisable  relative  to  any  improvements  or  changes  in  the  plans  of 
the  penitentiaries  or  management.  It  shall  be  his  duty,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  November  next  preceding  the  regular  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  make  a  report  to  the  governor,  as  president  of  the  penitentiary 
board,  in  regard  to  the  government,  discipline,  condition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  penitentiaries  and  convicts,  showing  the  changes  in  prison 
population,  the  places  where  convicts  are  employed  and  occupations  in 
which  engaged,  their  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  condition,  and  such 
other  matters  as  may  seem  pertinent  or  as  may  be  required  by  the  rules, 
the  governor,  or  penitentiary  board. 

Sec  16.  The  superintendent  shall  keep  the  records  of  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  penitentiaries  generally,  and  shall  keep  a  register  of  all 
convicts  belonging  to  the  penitentiaries,  whether  within  or  without  the 
walls  of  the  penitentiaries,  showing  the  registered  number  and  name  of 
each' convict,  giving  aliases  if  any,  age,  height,  complexion,  color  of 
hair  and  eyes,  marks  on  person,  sex,  nativity,  residence,  county  where 
convicted,"  date  of  sentence,  date  of  receipt,  previous  occupation  and 
habits,  if  known.  He  shall  keep,  as  far  as  practicable,  a  record  of  the 
general  condition  and  conduct  of  each  convict,  noting  all  punishments, 
forfeitures  for  bad  conduct,  changes  and  incidents  of  importance  that 
may  occur  during  his  confinement,  and  to  the  end  that  full  and  correct 
records  may  be  kept,  he  may  require  from  all  officers  such  monthly  and 
other  reports  as  he  may  deem  proper.  He  shall  issue  discharges  to  such 
convicts  as  are  entitled  thereto  by  expiration  of  term  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  16.  During  the  absence  of  the  superintendent  from  his  office,  he 
may  designate  some  proper  person  to  perform  his  clerical  duties. 

,_.., Ogle 
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assistant  8fpbeintkndknt. 

Sec.  17.  The  governor  shall  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  an  assistant  superintendent  for  each  penitentiary 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  established  or  organized,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  until  the  appointment  and  qualification  of 
his  successor.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  office,  the  same  to  be  filled 
by  executive  appointment  for  unexpired  term;  provided,  that  the  gov- 
ernor shall  make  no  appointment  to  said  office  until  such  time  as  the 
penitentiary  board  may  deem  that  there  is  a  necessity  therefor. 

Sec.  18.  The  assistant  superintendent  shall  have  the  immediate  su- 
pervision and  control  over  the  penitentiary  for  which  he  is  appointed,  and 
over  all  convicts  confined  therein,  and  over  all  officers,  overseers  and 
guards  and  emploves  connected  therewith.  He  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  enforced.  He 
shall  appoint  the  under-officers,  overseers  and  guards  of  the  prison,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  superintendent,  and  may  remove  the  same; 
provided,  that  when  the  penitentiary  is  leaded  his  control  shall  not  extend 
to  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  except  as  herein  prescribed;  nor  shall  he 
exercise  his  power  of  appointment  when  the  terms  of  the  lease  require 
the  lessees  to  appoint,  though  he  may  discharge  any  under-officer  or 
employe  f-or  misconduct  or  failure  to  perform  duty. 

Sec.  19.  An  assistant  superintendent  shall  have  such  powers  as  are 
necessary  for  a  proper  discharge  of  his  duties,  subject  only  to  the  law 
and  the  instructions  of  the  superintendent  and  penitentiary  board.  He 
shall,  if  practicable,  reside  within  the  penitentiary,  and  shall  not  absent 
himself  therefrom  unless  upon  business  connected  with  the  duties  of  his 
office,  or  with  the  permission  of  the  superintendent  or  governor.  During 
his  absence  the  under-keeper  shall  act  in  his  stead. 

Sec.  20.  The  assistant  superintendent  shall  visit,  frequently,  the  prison 
hospital,  the  cells,  shops  and  other  places  in  and  near  the  penitentiary 
where  the  convicts,  may  be,  and  shall  see  that  they  are  humanely  and 
properly  treated,  and  shall  give  prompt  attention  to  all  complaints  made 
by  a  convict  in  regard  to  his  health,  general  condition,  treatment,  or 
against  any  officer,  employee  or  lessee  of  the  penitentiary;  he  shall  see 
that  the  convicts  are  properly  clothed,  fed  and  taken  care  of  ii>  sickness 
and  health;  that  the  prison  buildings,  cells,  shops  and  premises  are  kept 
in  a  neat,  clean  and  healthy  condition,  and  he  shall  frequently,  at  suitable 
times,  converse  in  a  kindly  manner  with  the  convicts  under  his  charge, 
and  use  his  best  endeavors  to  produce  in  them  a  spirit  of  reformation. 

Sec.  21.  The  assistant  superintendent  shall  keep  the  records  of  the 
penitentiary  of  which  he  has  charge,  similar  to  those  heretofore  required 
to  be  kept  by  the  superintendent.  Ue  shall  keep  a  record  of  the  conduct 
of  each  convict  under  his  cnarge,  noting  all  punishments  and  charges  of 
misconduct.  He  shall,  on  the  first  of  each  month,  make  a  report  to  the 
superintendent,  on  blanks  to  be  furnished  him,  the  number,  names  and 
description  of  all  new  convicts  received  by  him  during  preceding  month, 
with  other  changes  in  prison  population;  the  names  of  those  who  have 
been  sick,  and  the  names  of  those  punished,  or  whose  conduct  has  been 
bad.  He  shall  make  such  other  reports  as  required  by  the  rules,  the 
superintendent  or  the  governor.  He  shall  make  such  biennial  reports  as 
may  be  required,  to  the  superintendent,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  the 
gpvernor. 

Sec.  22.  He  shall  receive  and  receipt  for  all  convicts  that  may  be 
brought  to  the  penitentiary,  in  accordance  with  law.     He  shall  examine 
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and  pass  upon  all  accounts  connected  with  the  penitentiary  under  his 
charge,  before  submitting  them  to  the  superintendent  for  his  approval. 
He  must  require  all  accounts  to  be  sworn  to;  and  he  is  authorized  to 
administer  oaths  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  penitentiary  and  its 
managenaent,  and  to  all  parties  presenting  clai*ns  as  above  mentioned, 
and  for  this'  purpose  he  shall  be  provided  with  a  seal  of  office,  whereon 
shall  be  engraved  in  the  center  a  star  of  five  points,  and  the  words  "  State 

Pemtentiary, ,  Texas,"  around  the  margin,  the  blank  to  be 

filled  with  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  penitentiary  is  located,  with 
which  seal  he  shall  authenticate  all  his  official  acts. 

Sec.  23.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  at  any  time  be 
prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  penitentiary  board. 

INSPECTOES   AND   THEIE   DUTIES. 

Sec.  24.  The  governor  shall  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  when  in  session,  two  officers,  to  be  styled  "  Inspectors 
of  Penitentiaries,"  who  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and 
until  the  appointment  and  qualification  of  their  successors;  provided^ 
that  one  or  both  the  inspectors,  who  may  at  any  time  be  appointed,  may 
be  discontinued  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  penitentiary  board,  the  du- 
ties required  are  not  sufficient  to  require  the  services  of  one  or  both  of 
them. 

Sec.  25.  Inspectors  have  the  immediate  supervision  of  convicts  and 
officers  in  charge  of  them  at  camps  and  other  places  outside  the  walls  of 
the  penitentiaries.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  inspectors,  to  divide  the  convict  camps,  or  places  where 
convicts  may  be  employed  outside  the  walls,  into  two  divisions,  and 
assign  one  inspector  to  each  division,  but  they  may  exchange  work  or 
divisions  with  each  other  at  pleasure. 

Sec  26.  The  superintendent  shall,  from  time  to  time,  furnish  the 
inspectors  with  a  list  of  the  convicts  in  each  force  in  their  respective 
divisions.  Each  inspector  shall  visiti  at  least  once  in  each  month,  or 
oftener  if  required  by  the  superintendent  or  penitentiary  board,  each  con- 
vict camp  or  place  of  employment.  He  shall  see  that  the  convicts  charged 
to  each  force  are  on  hand,  and  if  not,  he  must  inquire  and  report  the  cause 
of  absence.  When  a  convict  has  died,  he  shall  investigate  into  the  cause 
of  his  death,  and  what  nursing  and  medical  attention  were  given  him 
when  sick.  If  a  convict  has  escaped,  ho  shall  investigate  fully,  so  as  to 
fix  the  blame,  if  any,  where  it  properly  belongs.  He  shall  make  strict 
inquiry  as  to  the  treatment  of  convicts  at  outside  camps,  and  as  to  whether 
the  law  and  the  rules  are  substantially  complied  with  in  their  guarding, 
clothing,  feeding  and  work;  also  as  to  whether  the  prison  is  secure,  com- 
fortable and  kept  clean.  He  shall  specially  notice  the  punishments  in- 
flicted, and  whether  legal  and  necessary. 

Sec.  27.  The  inspection  of  each  camp  or  force  shall  be  through  and 
searching,  and  the  inspector  shall  examine  into  all  complaints  preferred 
hy  a  convict,  officer  or  others,  and  if  there  be  any  ground  for  complaint, 
he  shall  take  immediate  measures  for  the  correction  of  the  abuse.  For 
this  purpose,  and  any  other  connected  with  the  management  of  outside 
convict  forces,  he  is  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  sumii  ons  and  exam- 
ine witnesses,  and  take  such  other  steps  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to 
ascertain  the  truth.  In  case  of  illegal  punishment,  crufelty  or  abuse  of  a 
convict  by  any  person,  he  may  take  such  action  as  may  be  proper  and 
necessary  to  bring  the  offender  to  justice.  ^ 


44  *  General  Laws  op  Texas.     Ch.  49. 

Sec.  28.  The  inspector  shall  report  to  the  superintendent,  once  in  each 
month,  showing  the  management,  condition,  discipline  and  treatment  of 
convicts  in  his  division;  how  they  have  been  fed  and  clothed  during  the 
month,  and  shall  report  the  names  and  number  of  convicts  who  have 
escaped  or  died,  the  number  sick,  illegal  punishments  and  abuses,  and 
and  all  other  matters  about  which  he  has  a  i^ight  to  inquire.  They  shall 
make  such  other  reports  as  may  be  required. 

Sec.  29.  The  inspector  has  the  right  to  remove  any  under-officer  in 
charge  of  convicts  in  his  division,  for  incompetency,  violation  of  law  or 
failure  to  discharge  his  duty. 

Sec.  30.  The  authority  herein  given  to  inspectors  shall  be  exercised  in 
conformity  with  law,  and  such  regulations  as  may  be  established  by  the 
penitentiary  board,  and  then  only  in  correcting  abuses  and  removing 
complaints,  where  convicts  are  employed  outside  the  prison  walls. 

Sec.  31.  The  present  assistant  superintendents  may  be  continued  by 
the  governor  as  inspectors  without  making  new  appointments. 

•THE   PHYSICIAN    AND    HIS   DUTIES. 

Sec.  32.  The  penitentiary  board  shall  appoint  for  each  penitentiary, 
when  organized,  a  physician,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  said  board,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be 
required  by  the  board  in  addition  hereto. 

Sec.  33.  The  physician  shall  visit  the  penitentiary  daily,  and  as  much 
often er  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  health 
of  the  convicts  and  giving  proper  medical  attention  to  such  as  may  re- 
quire it.  He  shall  attend  immediately  upon  any  case  of  sickness  in  the 
prison,  when  notified  thereof,  and  he  shall,  when  required,  examine  any 
convict  as  to  his  physical  ability  to  perform  work  at  which  it  is  proposed 
to  place  him,  and  report  result  to  the  assistant  superintendent. 

Sec.  34.  He  shall  notify  the  assistant  superintendent  when,  on.account 
of  ill  health,  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  remove  a  convict  from  the 
penitentiary  to  some  healthier  locality,  and  he  shall  cause  any  convict 
with  a  contagious  or  infectious  disease  to  be  removed  to  some  place  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  such  disease. 

Sec.  35.  Nurses  may  be  employed  by  the  physician,  with  the  approval 
of  the  assistant  superintendent,  in  serious  cases  of  sickness  or  epidemics. 

Sec.  36.  A  convict  afflicted  with  serious  illness  or  dangerous  disease, 
shall  not,  in  such  condition,  be  discharged  from  the  penitentiary,  except 
upon  his  own  request,  although  his  time  of  imprisonment  may  have  ex- 
pired. 

Sec.  37.  He  is  specially  charged  with  the  sanitary  Regulations  of  the 
penitentiary,  and  shall  make  frequent  inspections  and  use  all  precautions 
to  keep  the  prison  healthy,  and  prevent  the  introduction  and  spread  of 
epidemic  or  contagious  diseases. 

Sec.  38.  The  physician  shall  keep  a  journal  in  which  he  shall  enter 
the  name  of  each  convict  treated  by  him  or  under  his  direction,  noting 
duration  of  sickness,  disease,  treatment,  date  of  discharge  from  hospital, 
or  treatnjent,  with  such  other  entries  as  he  may  deem  important,  which 
journal  shall,  at  all  times,  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  assistant 
superintendent  and  the  superintendent. 

Sec.  39.  He  shall  make  such  reports  as  required  by  the  governor,  peni- 
tentiary board,  or  superintendent.  He  shall  make  a  biennial  report  to 
accompany  that  of  the  assistant  superintendent,  in  which  he  shall  state 
the  number  of  cases  of  sickness  during  the  two  preceding  years,  diseases, 
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number  of  deaths  and  diseases  with  which  they  died,  the  number  and 
character  of  *  surgical  operations  performed,  such  suggestions  as  he  may 
deem  important  to  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
prison;  also  any  facts  or  incidents  that  he  may  deem  of  general  interest 
or  of  benefit  to  science. 

THE    CHAPLAIN    AND    HIS   DUTIES. 

Sec.  40.  The  penitentia>ry  board  shall  appoint  a  chaplain  for  each 
penitentiary,  when  organized,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  them. 

Sec.  41.  The  chaplain  shall  preach  at  least  once  every  Sunday  to  the 
convicts,  and  shall  establish  such  associations.  Sabbath  schools  and  other, 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  convicts,  as  he  may  deem  proper,  having 
due  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  prison  and  being  careful  not  to  conflict  in 
any  manner  with  the  discipline  of  the  prison  and  the  regular  hours  -for 
labor. 

Sec.  42.  He  may,  at  convenient  times,  visit  convicts  during  their 
hours  of  license,  during  week  days,  and  also  in  the  hospital  and  at  their 
cells,  and  administer  to  all  such  advice  and  consolation  as  he  may  deem 
best  calculated  to  promote  reformation^  He  must,  at  all  times,  impress 
upon  ihem  the  necessity  of  a  strict  compliance  with  prison  rules.  He 
must  use  his  best  endeavors  on  all  occasions  to  inculcate  in  them  sound 
principles  of  religion  and  morality,  but  he  shall  not,  in  his  conversations 
or  discourses,  discuss  doctrines  merely  sectarian,  but  shall  teach  such 
principles  of  religion  and  morality  as  are  common  to  all  christian 
churches. 

Sec  43.  By  permission  of  physician,  he  may  visit  sick  convicts,  and 
shall  always  be  admitted  to  the  beside  of  any  convict  in  a  dying  con- 
dition. 

Sec.  44.  Preachers,  ministers  and  priests  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions shall,  by  the  consent  of  the  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent 
or  chaplain,  have  access  to  the  penitentiaries^  and  may  at  any  seasonable 
time  be  allowed  to  preach  to  the  convicts.  A  convict  shall,  at  all  proper 
times,  be  permitted  to  receive  visits  from,  and  hold  converse  with 
any  preacher,  minister  or  priest  he  may  desire  to  see. 

Sec  45.  The  chaplain  shall  be  ex- officio  librarian  of  the  penitentiary, 
and  perform  such  other  duties  not  herein  prescribed,  as  the  rules  may 
require. 

THE    UNDER    OFFICERS    AND    EMPLOYES. 

Sec  46.  The  assistant  superintendent  of  each  penitentiary  shall  ap- 
point, wXtj\\  the  approval  of  the  superintendent,  such  number  of  under- 
officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  preserve  discipline  and  prevent  escapes; 
provided,  no  person  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall  be  employed  as 
a  guard;  and  provided,  that  during  the  present  lease  the  lessees  have  the 
right  under  their  contract  to  appoint  under-officers  and  guards,  but  sub- 
ject to  removal  by  the  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent  or  inspec- 
tors, for  inefficiency  or  misconduct. 

Sec  47.  All  under-officers  and  employes  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  assistant  superintendent,  and  shall,  in  all  things,  comply  with  his 
directions.  Any  complaint  of  ill  treatment  toward  them  on  his  part  may 
be  made  to  the  superintendent,  who  shall  inquire  into  the  same  and 
take  such  action  as  Uie  facts  may  seem  to  demand. 

Sec.  48.  When  the  penitentiaries  are  being  operated  on  State  account 
the  superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  board^^  may  employ 
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such  number  of  skilled  workmen  or  other  employes  as  may  be  deemed 
essential  to  their  successful  operation  and  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the 
State. 

Sec.  49.  Under-oflScers  and  employ6s  shall,  after  the  termination  of 
the  present  lease,  receive  such  compensation  for  their  services  as  the  peni- 
tentiary board  may  prescribe  (the  maximum  amount  of  such  compensation 
to  be  fixed  by  said  board  before  another  lease  is  made),  to  be  paid  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board. 

THE   TREATMENT   OF    CONVICTS,    AND    GENERAL   PROVISIONS. 

Sec.  60.  The  various  provisions  of  this  act  are  designed  to  secure  to 
the  convicts  humane  treatment,  suitable  moral  instruction,  to  provide  for 
their  health,  and  to  extend  to  them  such  comforts  and  privileges  as  may 
be  consistent  with  their  situation,  and  at  the  same  time  to  require  of  them 
a  due  attention  to  their  various  duties,  and  a  strict  observance  of  the  dis- 
cipline, rules  and  regulations  of  the  prison. 

Sec.  51.  The  convicts  shall  all  be  treated  with  humanity;  but  a  dis- 
tinction may  be  naade  in  their  treatment  so  as  to  extend  to  such  as  are 
orderly,  industrious  and  obedient,  comforts  and  privileges  according  to 
their  deserts.  The  rewards  to  be  bestowed  upon  convicts  for  good  con- 
duct shall  consist  of  a  relaxation  of  strict  prison  rules,  shall  consist  of  an 
extension  of  social  privileges,  permission  to  read  and  write,  and  such  other 
privileges  as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  proper  discipline.  Commuta- 
tion of  time  for  good  conduct  may  be  granted  by  the  superintendent  as 
follows:  For  each  month  in  which  no  charge  of  misconduct  is  sustained  or 
charged,  first  year  two  days  per  month,  twenty-four  days  per  year;  second 
year,  three  days  per  month;  third  year,  four  days  per  month;  fourth 
year,  five  days  per  month;  fifth  year,  six  days  per  month;  sixth  year, 
seven  days  per  month;  seventh  year,  eight  days  per  month;  eighth  year, 
nine  days  per  month;  ninth  year,  ten  days  per  month;  tenth  year,  and  all 
succeeding  years,  fifteen  days  per  month.  For  each  sustained  charge  of 
misconduct  the  commutation  for  one  month  in  that  year  to  be  forfeited; 
and  for  any  mutinous  conduct,  conspiracy  or  escape,  or  attempt  to  escape, 
all  good  time  made  to  that  date  to  be  foifeited.  For  extra  meritorious 
conduct  on  the  part  of  any  convict,  he  shall  be  recommended  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  governor  for  increased  commutation  or  pardon. 

Sec.  52.  The  punishments  that  may  be  prescribed  by  the  penitentiary 
board  shall  consist  of  deprivation  of  privileges,  closer  imprisonment,  con- 
finement in  c6ll  on  bread  and  water,  confinement  Id  dark  cell,  confinement 
in  irons,  and  other  punishments  of  like  character;  but  a  convict  shall  not 
be  deprived  of  his  food  at  regular  hours,  except  as  above  provided. 
Whipping  may  be  resorted  to  upon  a  special  order  in  writing  from  the 
superintendent  or  assistant  superintendent  or  inspector,  in  aggravated  and 
particular  cases,  and  under  such  rules  and  instructions  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed in  the  rules.  A  convict's  head  shall  not  be  shaved  in  any  instance; 
nor  shall  stocks  or  "horse  "  be  used  under  any  circumstances. 

Sec.  53.  Suitable  clothing,  substantial  material  and  uniform  make,  and 
sufficient  food  of  wholesome  quality,  shall  be  furnished  to  all,  and,  in  order 
that  all  convicts  be  fed  alike,  as  near  as  practicable,  the  rules  shall  pre- 
scribe the  kind,  quality  and  variety  of  food  to  be  furnished.  Convicts 
are  to  be  allowed  no  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors,  except  upon  pre- 
scription, of  the  physician. 

Sec.  54.  Convicts  sentenced  to  hard  labor  shall  be  kept  at  work,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  adopted;  but  no  labor  shall  be 
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required  of  any  convict  on  Sunday  except  such  as  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary; and  no  greater  amount  of  labor  shall  be  required  of  any  convict 
than  a  due  regard  for  his  physical  health  and  strength  may  render 
proper;  nor  shall  any  convict  be  placed  at  such  labor  as  the  peniten- 
tiary physician  may  pronounce  him  physically  unable  to  perform. 

Sec.  55.  Convicbswho  have  been  reported  by  the  physician,  inspector 
or  other  officer  in  charge,  as  in  a  condition  of  health  which  requires  their 
removal  to  some  other  place,  shall  be  accordingly  promptly  removed,  but 
under  such  regulations  and  in  such  manner  as  will  prevent  escape. 

Sec.  56.  Convicts,  when  received  into  the  penitentiary,  shall  be  care- 
fully searched.  If  money  be  found  on  the  person  of  a  convict,  or  received 
by  him  at  any  time,  it  shall  be  taken  charge  of  by  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent and  placed  to  the  convict's  credit,  and  expended  by  him  for  the 
convict's  benefit  on  his  written  order,  and  under  such  restrictions  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  rules.  Any  officer  who,  having  charge  of  a  convict's 
money,  misappropriates  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  or  who  seeks  to 
speculate  on  such  convict,  shall  be  removed  from  office. 

Sec.  57.  Convicts  of  different  sexes  shall  be  kept  separate  and  apart. 
If  a  female  convict  be  received  with  an  infant  child,  or  if  any  child  shall 
be  born  in  the  penitentiary,  the  child  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  with 
its  mother  until  four  years  of  age,  when  it  shall  be  provided  for  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  penitentiary  board. 

Sec.  58.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistant  superintendent,  inspector 
or  other  officer  in  charge  of  a  penitentiary,  division  or  convict  camp 
or  force,  to  have  all  convicts  who  may  die  while  in  custody  decently 
buried,  and  each  grave  marked  by  a  board  with  the  name  of  convict, 
date  of  death,  age  if  knbwn^  and  county  whence  sentenced,  inscribed 
thereon.  - 

Sec.  59.  Convicts  who  are  unable  to  read  or  write  may  receive  instruc- 
tion under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  penitentiary 
board;  and  the  said  board  may,  whenever  practicable  to  do  so,'employ  a 
competent  teacher  for  that  purpose. 

Sec  60.  When  a  convict  is  entitled  to  his  discharge  from  prison,  he  ^ 
shall  be  furnished  with  a  written  or  printed  discharge  from  the  superin- 
tendent of  penitentiaries,  with  seal  affixed,  giving  convict's  name,  date  of 
sentence,  from  what  county,  amount  of  commutition  received,  if  any,  and 
such  other  description  as  may  be  pracfticable.  He  shall  be  furnished  with 
a  plain  suit  of  citizen's  clpthing,  ^ve  dollars  in  money,  and  railroad  trans- 
portation to  nearest  depot  to  county  seat  from  whence  sentenced,  not  to 
exceed  fifteen  dollars;  but  if  convict  prefers,  he  may  receive  transporta- 
tion tickets  for  same  distance  in  some  other  direction. 

SALARIES    OF   PENITENTIARY   OFFICERS. 

Sec  61.  The  superintendent  of  penitentiaries  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  to  include  his  traveling  expenses. 

Sec.  62.  The  assistant  superintendents  shall  each  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  no  more. 

Sso.  63.  The  inspectors  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  no  more,  to  include  traveling  expenses. 

Sec  64.  The  physicians  of  the  penitentiary  shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  no  more. 

Sec.  65.  The  chaplains  of  the  penitentiary  shall  each  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  no  more.  jy..  ,.,  _.^^  ..^ 
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VISITS  TO  the  penitentiaries. 

Sec.  66.     The  governor  and.  all  other  members  of  the  executive  and 
judicial  departments  of  the  government,  and  members  of  the  Legislature, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  penitentiaries  at  all  proper  hours,  for  the  pur-  ' 
pose  of  observing  tlte  conduct  and  operations  thereof,  and  may  hold  con- 
versations with  the  convicts  apart  from  any  of  the  prison  officers. 

Sec.  67.  Other  persons  may  visit  the  penitentiaries  under  such  rules 
and  restrictions  as  may  be  established. 

LEASES    AND    LESSEES    OF    THE   PENITENTIARY. 

Sec.  68.  The  system  of  labor  in  the  State  penitentiaries  shall  be  by 
lease,  by  contract,  by  the  State,  or  partly  by  one  system  and  partly  by 
the  others,  as  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  penitentiary  board  deemed 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  State. 

Sec.  69.  Whenever  practicable,  the  penitentiaries  may  be  operated 
under  a  lease,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  herein  prescribed;  but 
no  lease  shall  be  made  by  which  the  control  of  the  convicts,  except  as  to 
a  reasonable  amount  of  labor,  shall  pass  from  the  State  or  its  officers,  and 
the  management  of  convicts  shall  in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances 
remain  under  the  control  of  the  State  and  its  officers. 

Sec.  70.  Each  lease  of  the  penitentiaries  shall  be  for  some  definite 
term,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  years,  after  public  notice  by  advertisement  in 
at  least  three  newspapers  in  the  State,  and  shall  be  executed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, with  the  concurrence  of  the  penitentiary  board,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  said  board  may  deem  best  for  the  public  interest,  spe- 
cial regard  being  had  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  exaction  of  the  penalty 
imposed  by  law  on  each  convict,  and  to  the  protection,  well-being  and 
humane  treatment  to  which  a  convict  is  entitled  at  the  hands  of  the 
St&te;  provided,  th2i,i  said  board,  in  ordel*  to  organize  and  put  in  opera- 
tion the  Rusk  penitentiary  to  the  end  that  a  greater  number  of  convicts 
shall  be  confined  within  the  walls  before  the  termination  of  the  present 
lease,  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  shall  have  the  power  to  modify  the 
terms  of  the  present  lease  so  as  to  include  both  penitentiaries  and  to 
extend  the  said  lease. 

Sec.  71.  In  case  of  a  lease  of  any  penitentiary,  the  lessee  or  lessees 
shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  governor  a  bond  in  an  amount  to  be 
designated  by  the  penitentiary  board,  with  two ,  or  more  good  and  suffi- 
cient sureties,  to  be  approved  by  said  board,  payable  to  the  governor, 
and  conditioned  that  the  lessee  or  lessees  shall  faithfully  comply  with 
the  terms  of  the  lease,  which  bond  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  72.  Every  lease  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  or  revocation 
of  the  first  Legislature  thereafter  convened,  and  to  any  and  all  existing 
laws  touching  the  penitentiaries  and  convicts,  or  any  othiers  thereafter 
passed;  and  any  failure  on  the  part  of  a  lessee  to  carry  out  in  good  faith 
any  of  the  terms  of  his  lease,  or  to  comply  with  any  of  the  conditions  of 
any  bond  he  may  have  executed,  shall  ipso  facto  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of 
such  lease,  and  the  governor  may  so  declare,  and  at  once  resume  control 
of  the  penitentiary  or  penitentiaries,  and  every  lease  shall  be  subject  to  the 
reservations  to  the  State  contained  in  this  act,  whether  specified  in  the 
lease  or  not,  and  the  State  shall  not,  under  the  guise  of  contract,  or  in 
any  other  manner,  part  with  the  right  to  direct  how  at  any  time  and 
under  all  circumstances  its  convicts  shall  be  lodged,  fed,  clothed,  worked, 
guarded  and  treated.     '  .y ,.  ,.,  ^.^^  ..^ 
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Sec.  73.  The  peniteDtiary  board  may  make  and  change  at  pleasure  all 
Tuleafor  the  discipline  and  punishment  of  convicts,  and  how  they  shall  be 
fed,  clothed,  worked,  guarded  or  instructed,  and  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
forcing any  regulations  touching  the  physical  capacity  of  convicts  to  per- 
form certain  kinds  of  labor,  or  regulation  requiring  certain  convicts  to  be 
kept  within  the  prison  walls.  The  superintendent  may  require  the  les- 
sees of  the  penitentiaries  to  change  convicts  from  one  kind  of  labor  to 
another,  and  to  remove  them  within  the  prison  walls. 

Sec.  74.  Whenever  a  penitentiary  is  leased  an  inventory  and  valua- 
tion of  all  the  materials,  machinery  and  property  of  every  description 
belonging  to  the  penitentiary,  except  such  reservations  as  the  peniten- 
tiary board  may  direct,  and  except  the  land,  shall  be  made  by  appraisers^ 
one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  the  other  by  the 
lessees,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  .between  the  appraisers,  they  sl^all 
select  an  umpire.  ^  Upon  completion  of  the  apprasiment  and  its  return  to 
the  governor,  under  oath,  the  property  shall  be  receipted  for  to  the  gov- 
ernor at  its  appraised  value. 

Sec  75.  Upon  the  termination  of  any  lease,  by  limitation  or  other- 
wise, the  lessees  shall  quietly  and  peacefully  surrender  and  return  to  the 
State  all  property  belonging  to  the  penitentiary;  when  a  like  inventory 
and  valuation  shall  be  made  of  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  State, 
or  to  the  possession  of  which  it  may  be  entitled  under  the  terms  of  the 
lease.  For  all  property  returned  in  good  order  and  repair  the  lessees 
shall  be  credited  with  the  value  thereof,  as  fixed  by  appraisement,  when, 
lie  received  it.  For  all  property  returned,  not  in  good  order  and  repair, 
the  lessees  and  sureties  shall  be  charged  with  such  amount,  to  be  esti- 
mated by  appraisers,  as  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  same  in  good  order 
and  repair,  and  for  ail  property  received  from  the  State  and  not  returned, 
the  lessee^  and  their  sureties  shall  pay  the  value  thereof,  as  fixed  by  ap- 
praisement when  received,  except  that  the  lessees  shall  not  pay  for  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  fire,  or  otherwise,  not  occasioned  by  the  fault  of  tnem- 
flelves  or  their  employees. 

Sec.  76.  The  lessees  shall  have  use  of* all  lands,  buildings,  machin- 
ery, tools  and  other  property  connected  with  the  penitentiary  leased,  and 
may  make  improvements  and  additions  to  the  penitentiaries,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  penitentiary  board,  and  under  such  limitations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law,  and  such  lessees  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  such  improvements  as  are  of  a  permanent  nature  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  amount  of  such  compensation  .to  be  deter- 
mined by  said  board;  provided^  if  any  improvements  are  made  by  lessees 
with  the  approval  and  consent  of  said  board,  and  the  said  lessees,  by  the 
terms  of  the  lease,  have  to  pay  to  the  State  any  moneys  before  the  ter- 
mination of  the  lease,  they  shall  be  credited  with  said  improvements, 
first,  on  any  funds  that  may  then  be  due  the  State;  or,  second,  out  ofv 
first  moneys  which  may  become  due  the  State  on  account  of  said  lease. 

Sec.  77.  Lessees  shall  have  the  right  to  introduce  into  the  peniten- 
tiaries such  skilled  labor  as  they  may  deem  proper  and  necessary  for  the 
efficient  operation  of  convict  labor,  and  to  superintend  and  instruct  the 
same,  but  such  employees  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  of  the  prison. 

Sec.  78.  The  lessees  shall  furnish  everything  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  the  penitentiary  leased,  including  the  salaries  of 
all  officers,  and  the  compensation  of  under  officers,  to  be  paid  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  penitentiary  board.  In  the  execution  of  any  lease,  the 
penitentiary  board  may  make  such  other  stipulations  and  agreements,  not 
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inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,-  as  it  may  deem  to  the  interest 
of  the  State  or  essential  to  its  protection,  and  such  stipulations  and  agree- 
ments shall  be  binding  in  all  respects  upon  the  lessees,  and  the  bond  given 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  and  include  the  performance  of  sacb 
stipulations  and  agreements,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  duties  were 
imposed  by  positive  law. 

Sec.  79.  The  right  to  hire  out  convicts  and  to  operate  them  outside 
the  walls,  either  by  the  State  or  lessees,  is  expressly  given,  but  they 
shall  be  hired  out  in  as  large  forces  as  practicable,  concentrated  as  much 
as  possible,  and  easily  accessible,  so  that  they  may  be  kept  more  secure, 
better  provided  for,  and  more  frequently  inspected. 

Sec.  80.  The  penitentiary  board  may  prescribe  what  class  or  classes  of 
convicts  may  be  hired  out  or  put  to  labor  outside  the  prison  walls,  aDd 
such  other  regulations  pertaining  to  the  same  as  may  be  deemed  proper, 
but  no  convict  shall  be  put  to  outsfde  labor  when  his  labor  can  be  util- 
ized within  the  walls;  provided^  that  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1 882,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  the  penitentiary  board  shall  provide 
that  as  many  convicts  as  can  be  comfortably  accommodated  and  profit- 
ably employed  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  the  penitentiaries  now  or 
hereafter  established. 

Sec.  81.  Tbe  superintendent,  with  the  governor's  approval,  may  offer 
such  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  an  escaped  convict,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  expenses  of  delivery,  as  may  be  fixed 
by  the  penitentiary  board,  and  to  be  paid  as  directed  by  the  said  board, 
the  reward  and  expenses  from  either  the  penitentiary  lease  fund,  or  from 
the  appropriation  for  the  arrest  of  fugitive  from  justice. 

Sec.  82.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  the  present  lease  of 
the  penitentiary  at  Huntsville,  but  shall  not  be  construed  to  increase  or 
add  to  the  pecuniary  responsibilities  or  obligations  of  the  present  lessees 
and  their  sureties  as  they  stood  when  they  executed  their  bond  to  the  State. 

Sec.  83.  That  this  act  is  intended  to  take  the  place  of  all  other  laws 
in  regard  to  the  organization  of  the  penitentiaries,  and  that  all  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  84.  The  fact  of  the  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  session  ren- 
dering it  impossible  to  do  so  constitutes  an  emergency  and  an  imperative 
public  necessity,  which  justifies  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rale 
requiring  tliis  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  therefore  the  said  rule 
is  hereby  suspended ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  work  should  be 
commenced  at  once,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  therefore  an  emer- 
gency exists  which  requires  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage,  i^nd  it  is  so  enacted: 

Approved  March  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  L. — An  act  to  validate  certain  notarial  acts  in  the  State  of 

Texas. 

Section  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  acts  of  notaries  public  appointed  by  authority  of  laws  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  evidenced  by  the  impress  of  a  notarial  seal  having  the  word  | 
"  Texas  "  engraved  just  over  the  points  of  the  star  thereon,  also  where  the 
word  "  Texas  "  U  engraved  between  the  points  of  the  star,  and  county  of 
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the  residence  of  the  authenticatitig  officer  under  the  star;  or  seals  having 

the  words  " County,  Texas,"  instead  of  the  "County  of 

,   TexaSj."  are  hereby  i^ade  as  valid  and   binding  as 

though  the  word  "  Texas,"  had  been  engraved  on  the  margia  of  the 
seal  ^ 

Sbc.  2.     That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 


Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LI. — An  act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  treasurer,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  governor  and  comptroller,  to  use  surplus 
moneys  that  may  be  at  any  time  li  State  treasury  belonging  to  the  gen- 
eral fund  for  the  purchase  and  retirement  of  outstanding  bonds  of  the 

State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  governor  and  comptroller,  to  use  such  surplus 
moneys  belonging  to  the  general  fund  as  may  at  any  time  be  in  the  treasury 
in  excess  of  all  current  appropriations  against  the  same,  and  the  further 
Bum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  and  retirement  of 
any  of  the  outstanding  bonds  of  the  State,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be 
deemed  advantageous  to  the  State. 

Ssc.  2.  All  outstanding  bonds  purchased  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  cancelled  and  burnt  by  the  treasurer  in  the  presence  of  the 
governor  and  comptroller. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  the  objects  sought  to  be  obtained  by  this  act  .are  of 
great  public  interest;  and,  whereas,  the  near  approach  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature  endangers  its  consideration  on  three  several  days, 
thereby  creating  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  dispensing  with  the 
rule  which  requires  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  creates 
an  emergency  that  this  act  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  LIL— An  act  to  amend  article  4752,.title  95,  of  chapter  4,  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

SicnoN  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  4752,  of  title  95,  chapter  4,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  shall  be 
amended  so  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows,  viz: 

"Article  4752.  In  making  sales  of  real  property  for  taxes  the  collector 
shall  advertise  the  same  for  sale  in  some  newspaper  published  in  the 
county  where  the  land  is  to  be  sold,  for  three  successive  weeks,  if  there 
^  one,  and  the  publisher  of  such  newspaper  shall  receive  as  com{)ensation 
Bot  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each  tract  or  parcel  of  land  so  adver- 
^i^,  to  be  taxed  as  other  costs  of  sale  against  such  land;  provided^  the 
•OBt  of  advertising  in  a  newspaper  shall  be  deducted  from  the  fees  allowed 
the  collector  for  advertising;  and,  provided^  thskt  the  comptroller  shall 
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allow  the  collector  t-Wenty-five  cents  per  tract  for  each  tract  of  land  bid 
off  by  the  State;  and  if  there  be  no  newspaper  published  in  the  county, 
or  there  being  a  newspaper  published  in  the  county,  and  the  publisher 
thereof  refuses  to  publish  the  advertisement  at  the  price  herein  fixed, 
then  advertisement  shall  be  made  by  posting  the  same  for  thirty  days 
previous  to  the  day  of  sale,  at  the  court  house  door  and  three  other  pub- 
li*i  ^ilat'ts  m  the  county  where  the  land  or  lots  are  situated,  giving  in  said 
advf^rti?^ernent  such  description  as  is  given  to  the  same  on  the  tax  rolls  in 
hU  lifiTids  stating  the  name  of  the  owner,  if  known,  and  if  unknown  say 
''  unknown."  together  with  time,  place  and  terms  of  sale,  said  sale  to  be 
for  cash,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  public  outcry,  at  the  court  house  door, 
and  between  legal  hours,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month." 

Sec.  2,  Whereas,  the  law  only  requires  tax  sales  to  be  posted,  which 
is  very  prejudicial  to  land  owners,. the  same  not  being  sufficient  notices; 
and,  whereas^  the  time  for  advertising  such  sales  is  nearly  at  hand;  there- 
forti  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  requiring  the  suspension  of  the- 
conniitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days; 
therefore,  resolved  that  said  rule  be  suspended,  and  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  LIII. — An  act  to  amend  chapter  3,  of  title  15,  of  an  act  enti-   ' 
tied  "  an  act  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Crim- 
inal Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas,"  approved  Feb.  21,  1879. 

Section'  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  chapter  3,  of  title  15,  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  adopt  and  estab- 
lish a  Petial  Code  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,"  approved  February 
21,  1879,  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  a  new  article,  to  follow  article 
1074,  to  be  entitled  article  1074a,  and  read  as  follows: 

*'Artit;le  1074a.  In  all  cases  where  indictments  have  been  presented 
against  persons  in  one  county,  charging  them  with  any  offense  against 
the  Penal  Code,  and  auch  causes  have  been  removed  by  change  of  venue 
to  another  county,  and  tried  therein,  the  county  from  which  such  cause 
is  removed  shall  be  liable  for  all  expenses  incurred  for  pay  of  jurors  in 
trying  such  causes." 

Sec  2.  That  the  above  recited  act  shall  be  amended  by  adding  thereto 
another  article,  to  follow  article  1074a,  to  be  called  article  1074?,  to  read 
as  follows: 

"Artitle  10745.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners 
of  each  county  in  the  State,  at  each  regular  meeting,  to  ascertain  whether, 
since  their  last  regular  meeting,  any  person  has  been  tried  for  crime  upon 
a  t-^hange  of  venue  from  any  other  county,  and  if  they  shall  find  such  to 
be  the  ease,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  make  out  an  account  against  such 
county  from  which  such  cause  was  removed,  showing  the  number  of  days 
the  jury  in  such  case  was  employed  therein,  and  setting  forth  the  amount 
paid  for  i^uch  jury  service;  such  account  shall  then  be  certified  to  as  cor- 
rect by  the  county  judge  of  such  county,  under  his  hand  and  seal, and  be 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  county  ju''ge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
from  which  the  said  cause  was  removed,  which  account  shall  be  paid  in 
the  same  manner  as  accounts  for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  in  article 
M74  of  this  Code."  ^  .^^^^^  ^^^ 
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Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas,  several  counties  now  have  causes  pending  in  their 
courts  by  a  change  of  venue  from  another  county,  and  under  the  present 
law  such  counties  very  unjustly  are  required  to  pay  all  the  jury  expenses 
attending  the  trial  of  the  same,  therefore  an  emergency  exists,  and  an 
imperative  public  necessity  demands  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  said  rule  is  there- 
fore suspended,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAFl'ER  LIV.— An  act  to  define  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
court  of  Kaufman  county.' 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  district  court  in  and  for  Kaufman  county  shall  hereafter  be 
began  and  holden  on  the  first  Mondays  in  June  and  December  in  each 
year,  and  shall  continue  in  session  four  weeks;  provided,  that  all  writs 
and  process  heretofore  issued  and  executed  and  made  returnable  to  any 
former  term  of  said  court  are  hereby  made  valid  for  all  purposes  for 
which  they  were  intended;  and  all  writs  and  process  made  returnable  to 
said  cojirt  shall  be  made  returnable  to  the  terms  of  said  court  as  herein 
defined. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  judge  of  said  district  court 
may  order  such  special  terms  of  said  court  as  may  be  necessary  to  clear 
the  docket  of  all  the  business  remaining  unfinished  in  said  court  in  the 
manner  that  is  now  provided  by  law. 

Sec  3.  There  being  an  urgent  demand  for  the  immediate  passage  of 
this  l4w,  and  the  necessity  existing  for  the  same,  so  as  to  make  the  time 
more  convenient  to  the  people,  therefore  an  emergency  exists  for-its  im- 
mediate passage,  therefore  it  shall  take  effect  from' and  after  passage. 

Approved  March  22,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER   LV.— An  act  to  amend  articles  4662,  4664  and   4665  of 
chapter  1,  title  95,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  adopted  February  28, 1879. 

Section  1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  4662  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  4662.  There  shall  be  levied  and  collected  an  annual 
direct  ad  valorem  State  tax  of  four-tenths  of  one  per  centum  of  the  cash 
value  thereof,  estimated  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  on  all 
real  property  situated,  and  all  movable  property  owned,  in  this  State  on 
the  first  day  of  January  of  each  and  every  year,  except  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  exempted  by  the  constitution  and  laws*  of  this  State,  which 
cash  value  shall  be  estimated  in  the  lawful  currency  of  the  United 
Slates." 

Sec  2.  That  article  4664  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  hereafter  read 
as  follows:  ^  ^  ^  ^  '      -  -^^- 
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"Article  4664.  There  shall  be  levied  and  coUepted  from  every  male 
person  between  the  ages  of  tWenty-one  and  sixty  years,  resident  within 
this  State  on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year  (Indians  not  taxed, 
and  persons  insane,  blind,  deaf  and  aumb,  or  those  who  by  amputation 
of  one  hand  or  one  foot  excepted),  an  annual  poll  tax  of  two  dollars 
each— one  dollar  for  the  benefit  of  free  schools,  and  one  dollar  for  gen- 
eral revenue  purposes." 

Seo.  3.  That  article  4665  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

["Article  4665.]  That  there  shall  be  levied  on  and  collected  from  every 
person,  firm,  company,  or  association  of  persons,  pursuinc;  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  occupations,  an  annual  tax,  except  when  herein  otherwise 
provided,  on  every  such  occupation  or  separate  establishment  as  follows: 

"  From  every  merchant  wI\ose  purchases  amount  to  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  annually,  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  from  every  mer- 
ehant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ninety 
dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  forty-five  dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose  an- 
nual purchases  amount  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  twenty-seven  dollars; 
from  every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, eighteen  dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases 
amount  to  five  thousand  dollars,  nine  dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose 
annual  purchases  amount  to  two  thousand  dollars  or  less,  five  dollars. 

"From  every  commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  of 
trade  by  sample  or  otherwise,  an  annual  occupation  tax  of  fifty  dollars; 
provided^  that  the  tax  herein  required  to  be  paid  by  such  commercial 
traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  shall  be  paid  to  the  comptroller 
of  public  accounts,  whose  receipt,  under  seal,  shall  be  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  such  tax;  and^  provided  further^  that  no  county,  city  or  town 
shall  levy  or  collect  any  occupation  tax  upon  such  commercial  traveler, 
drumifter,  salesman  or  solicitor;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  apply  to  any  one  soliciting  subcriptions  for  religious,  literary  or 
historical  books  or  maps,  or  to  persons  soliciting  for  nurseries;  provided 
further,'  th2Lt  every  commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor 
of  trade,  before  he  solicits  for  orders,  or  makes  any  sales  of  any  article 
whatever  in  any  county  of  this  State,  shall  file  with  the  county  clerk  of 
such  county  the  comptroller's  receipt  for  the  occupation  tax  herein  pre- 
scribed, and  the  clerk  shall  immediately  record  such  receipt,  and  return 
the  same  to  such  commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  of 
trade,  on  his  payment  of  a  fee  of  twenty-five  cents  therefor;  an^  every 
commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  of  trade,  who  shall 
solicit  orders,  or  make  any  sales  in  any  county  in  this  State,  without  first 
having  the  receipt  of  the  comptroller  for  his  occupation  tax  duly  recorded 
as  herein  prescribed,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  fined 
in  any  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

"A  merchant,  in  the  meaning  of  this  act,  is  any  person,  firm  or  associa- 
tion of  persons  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise of  any  kind  whatever. 

"  From  every  traveling  perj^on  selling  patent  or  other  medicines,^  two 
hundred  dollars;  and  no  traveling  person  shall  so  sell  until  said  tax  is  paid. 

"  From  every  fortune-teller,  two  hundred  dollars. 

"  From  every  clairvoyant  or  mesmerist,  who  plies  his  or  hei  vocation 
for  money,  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  county  in  which  such  vocation 
is  tjarried  on.  .  y, ,.  , .,  ^^  ^  ^.  .  .^ 
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"  From  every  person,  fimj  or  association  of  persons  engaged  in  discount- 
ing and  shaving  paper,  or  engaged  in  business  as  money-brokers  or  bank- 
ers, or  in  buying  and  selling  bonds,  State  or  county  warrants,  or  other 
claims  against  the  S:  ate,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars  in  a  city  or  town 
of»not  more  than  iwo  thousand  inhabitants;  in  a  city  or  town  of  five  thou- 
sand and  nrot  less  than  two  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  fifty 
dollars;  in  a  city  or  town  of  ten  thousand  and  not  less  than  five  thousand 
inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  one  hundred  dollars;  in  a  city  or  town  of 
twenty  thousand  and  not  less  than  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual 
tax  of  one  hundred^  and  fifty  dollars;  in  a  city  or  tcrwn  of  forty  thousand  * 
and  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  two 
hundred  dollars. 

"  From  every  operator  or  owner  of  any  daguerrean,  photograph  or  other 
such  like  gallery,  by  whatever  name  called,  if  in  any  incorporated  city  or 
town  of  less  than  ^ve  thousand  inhabitants,  ei^ht  dollars;  if  more  than 
five  thousand  inhabitants,  eighteen  dollars;  and  if  elsewhere,  five  dollars; 
and  from  every  person  soliciting  work  for  any  daguerrean,  photograph  or 
suchlike  gallery;  or  for  persons  engaged  in  the  business  of  copying  or 
enlarging  pictures  or  photographs  of  any  character,  where  such  gallery  is 
not  situated  in,  or  such  business  is  not  in,  the  county  in  wfiich  he  solicits 
such  work,  ten  dollars. 

"  From  every  autioneer  doing  business  in  a  city  of  ten  thousand 
inhabitants  or  more,  an  annual  tax  of  sixty  dollars;  from  every  auctioneer 
in  a  city  or  town  of  five  thousand  and  not  more  than  ten  thousand  inhab- 
itants, forty  dollars;  from  every  auctioneer  in  a  city  or  town  of  two  thou- 
sand inhabitants  and  not  more  than  ^ve  thousand,  twenty-four  dollars;  ^ 
from  auctioneers  in  all  other  towns  and  villages,  sixteen  dollars. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  following  the  occu- 
pation of  ship  merchandising,  if  in  a  city  or  town  of  ten  thousand  inhab- 
itants, or  more,  twenty -five  dollars;  if  in  a  city  or  town  of  less  than  ten 
thousand  inhabitants,  ten  dollars. 

"  From  every  keeper  of  a  toll  bridge,  an  annual  tax  of  ten  dollars. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  selling  upon  com- 
mission, an  annual  tax  of  ten  dollars. 

**  From  land  agents  there  shall  be  collected  an  annual  tax  of  eight 
dollars. 

"  The  term  *  land  agent'  shall  be  construed  to  mean  any  person,  firm  or 
association  of  persons  performing  for  compensation  any  of  the  following 
-services:  Purchasing  or  selling  real  estate  for  others;  purchasing  or  sell- 
ing land  certificates  for  others.  But  this  term  '  land  agent'  shall  not  be 
80  construed  as  to  levy  any,  tax  upon  attorneys  in  addition  to  the  one 
hereinafter  levied,  when  pursuing  the  occupation  of  an  attorney,  strictly 
as  such. 

"From  every  person  practicing  law,  five  dollars;  provided,  that  attor- 
neys-at-law  shall  only  pay  county  occupation  tax  in  the  county  of  his  or 
their  residence. 

"  From  every  practicing  physician  having  a  permanent  home  in  this 
State,  five  dollars;  provided,  that  physicians  shall  only  pay  county  occu- 
pation tax  in  the  county  of  their  residence. 

"  From  every  physician,  surgeon,  occulist  or  medical  specialist  of  any 
kind,  traveling  from  place  to  place  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  an 
annual  tax  of  fifty  dollars  in  each  county  where  he  may  practice  his  pro- 
fession. 

"  From  every  dentist  in  a  city  or  town  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants  or 
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more,  ten  dollars;  from  every  other  dentist,  eight  dollars.  But  a  dentist 
shall  riot  be  liable  for  county  occupation  tax  only  in  the  county  of  hie 
residence. 

"  From  every  other  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  pursuing  the 
occupation  of  posting  up  advertising  bills  or  notices,  tacking  up  adver- 
tising cards  or  notices  of  tin,  wood  or  other  material,  printing  or  lettering 
words  or  pictures  on  fences  or  other  places  as  a  means  of  advertising,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum  for  the  State,  and  in  each  county  in 
which  the  occupation  may  be  pursued,  an  annual  tax  of  five  dollars. 

"  From  every  person  or  firm  Keeping  a  shooting  gallery  at  which  a  fee  is 
paid  or  demanded,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars  in  'each  county. 

"For  every  billiard, bagatelle,  pigeon-hole, devil-among-the-tailors,  or 
jenny  lind  table,  or  anything  of  the  kind  used  for  profit,  nfty  dollars. 

"  For  every  horse  race  on  which  money  or  anything  of  value  is  bet, 
where  the  distance  run  does  not  exceed  four  hundred  and  forty  yards, 
twenty -five  dollars  for  each  horse  entered,  to  be  paid  to  the  tax  colleetor 
before  the  race  is  run  by  the  person  entering  the  horse.  For  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  sell  pools  on  horse  races,  five  dollars  for  each  and 
every  day  they  may  so  sell  said  pools. 

"  For  every  nine  or  ten-pin  alley,  or  any  other  alley  used  for  profit,  by 
whatever  name  called,  constructed  or  operated  upon  the  principle  of  a 
bowling  alley,  and  upon  which  balls  are  rolled  without  regard  to  the 
number  of  pins  used,  or  whether  pins  are  used  or  not,  or  whether  the 
balls  are  rolled  by  hand  or  with  a  cue,  one  thousand  dollars.  Any  such 
alley  used  in  connection  with  any  drinking  saloon,  or  any  drug  store,^ 
where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  or  given  away,  or  upon  which  any 
money  or  thing  of  value  is  paid,  shall  be  regarded  as  used  for  profit. 

"  From  all  persons  keepmg  or  using  for  profit  any  hobby-horse  or 
flying-jenny  or  device  of  that  character,  with  or  without  name,  twenty 
dollars  for  each  county  wherein  the  same  are  kept  or  used. 

"  From  every  foot  peddler,  ten  dollars  in  each  county  where  he  ped- 
dles. For  every  peddler  with  one  horse  or  one  pair  of  oxen,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars  in  each  county  where  he  peddles.  For  every  peddler 
with  two  horses  or  two  pairs  of  oxen,  forty  dollars  for  each  county  in 
which  he  may  pursue  such  occupation;  provided^  nothing  herein  contamed 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  include  traveling  vendors  of  tin  or  earthen- 
ware. 

"  For  every  theatre  or  dramatic  representation  from  which  pay  for 
admission  is  demanded  or  received,  five  dollars  for  each  day  they  may 
perform,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  quarter;  providedy 
that  theatrical  or  dramatic  representations  given  by  performers  tor 
instruction  only,  or  entirely  for  charitable  purposes,  shall  not  be  herein 
included. 

"For  every  circus,  where  equestrian  or  acrobatic  feats  and  perform- 
ances are  exhibited  for  which  pay  for  admission  is  demanded  or  received,, 
for  each  performance  thereof,  fifty  dollars,  notwithstanding  more  than 
one  such  performance  may  take  place  daily. 

"  For  every  exhibition  where  acrobatic  feats  are  performed  for  profit^ 
not  connected  with  the  circus,  ten  dollars  for  each  performance. 

"  For  every  sleight-of-hand  performance,  or  exhibition  of  legerdemain, 
ten  dollars. 

**  For  every  fight  between  men  and  bulls,  or  between  dogs  and  bulls,. 
or  between  bears  and  dogs,  or  between  bulls  and  any  other  animals, 
five  hundred  dollars  for  each  performance,  if  exhibited  for  pay. 
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"  For  every  cock  fight,  when  exhibited  for  profit,  or  upon  which  any 
money  or  thing  of  value  is  bet  or  paid,  five  dpllars. 

"  For  every  menagerie,  wax-work  or  exhibition  of  any  kind  where  a 
separate  fee  for  adnaission  is  demanded  or  received,  ten  dollars  for  every 
day  on  wriich  fees  for  such  admission  are  received. 

"  For  every  concert  where  a  fee  for  admission  is  demanded  or  received, 
^ve  doWsLTH;  provided,  that  entertainments,  when  given  by  the  citizens  for 
charitable  purposes,  or  for  the  support  or  aid  of  literary  associations,  are 
excepted. 

"  For  every  livery  or  feed  stable,  forty  cents  for  each  stall,  and  forty 
cents  for  each  hack,  buggy  or  other  vehicle;  for  every  hack,  buggy,  or 
other  vehicle  let  for  hire,  not  connected  with  a  livery  stable,  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents;  for  every  wagon-yard,  not  connected  with  a  livery  or  feed 
or  sale  stable,  eight  dollars. 

'*  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  dealing  in  stocks  or 
bills  of  exchange  in  a  city  or  town  exceeding  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
an  annal  tax  of  seventy-five  dollars;  in  a  city  or  town  of  five  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  less  than  ten  thousand,  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  dollars; 
in  a  city  or  town  of  one  thousand,  and  less  than  five  thousand,  inhab- 
itants, an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars;  in  any  city  or  town  of  less  than 
one  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  ten  dollars. 

"  From  every  life  insurance  company  doing  business  in  this  State,  an 
annual  tax  of  three  hundred  dollars;  and  in  every  county  in  which  they 
may  do  business,  ten  dollars  as  county  tax. 

"From  every  fire  and  marine  insurance  company  doing  business  in 
this  State,  an  annual  tax  of  two  hundred  dollars;  and  in  every  county  in 
which  they  may  do  business,  ten  dollars  as  county  tax. 

"The  State  tax  due  from  insurance  companies  shall  be  paid  by  such 
companies  to  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts,  whose  receipt,  under 
seal,  shall  be  issued  to  the  company  or  companies,  certified  copies  of 
which  shall  be  evidence  of  payment  of  State  tax,  and  the  county  collect- 
or's receipt  shall  be  authority  to  work  in  any  county  in  this  State  for 
which  such  company  has  a  receipt. 

"From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  dealing  in  lightning 
rods,  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  State,  and  twenty-five  dollars 
as  county  tax  to  the  county  in  which  such  business  is  carried  on;  upon 
every  person  canvassing  for  the  sale  of  lightning  rods,  an  annual  tax  of 
fifty  dollars  to  the  State,  and  twenty-five  dollars  as  county  tax  to  each 
county  in  which. such  canvassing  is  done. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  following  the  occu- 
pation of  cotton  broker,  cotton  factor  and  commission  merchant,  in  a  city 
of  more  than  five  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  dollars,  and 
in  all  other  cases  an  annual  tax  of  twenty-five  dollars;  provided,  that  a 
merchant  who  pays  an  occupation  tax,  as  under  section  3  of  this  act,  shall 
Dot  be  considered  as  a  *  cotton  broker.' 

"  From  every  pawnbroker,  an  annual  tax  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

"From  every  person  pursuing  the  occupation  of  a  cotton  buyer,  ten 
dollars;  provided,  that  a  merchant  who  pays  an  occupation  tax  as  herein 
prescribed  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  cotton  buyer. 

"  From  every  person,  firm,  agency  or  association  of  persons  dealing  in 
sewing  machines,  an  annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars  to  the  State,  and  ten 
dollars  as  county  tax  in  every  county  where  such  business  may  be  carried 
on;  and  upon  every  person  canvassing  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines,  an 
annual  tax  of  twenty  dollars  to  the  State,  and  ten  dollars  j^o^^h  county 
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in  which  such  caDvassing  may  be  done;  provided^  that  a  merchant  who 
pays  an  occupation  tax  as  required  by  this  section  shall  not  be  required 
to  pay  this  special  tax  for  selling  sewing  machines. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  doing  an  express 
business  in  this  State,  an  annual  tax  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  levied  and  collected,  this  tax  to  be  paid  by  such  person,  firm  or 
association  of  persons  doing  an  express  business,  to  the  comptroller  of 
public  accounts,  whose  receipt,  under  seal,  shall  be  issued  to  the  company 
or  companies,  certified  copies  of  which  shall  be  evidence  of  the  payment 
of  the  State,  county  and  municipal  occupation  tax. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  owning  or  running 
any  palace,  sleeping  or  dining  room  cars  not  owned  by  the  railway  com- 
pany, on  any  railroad  in  this  State,  there  shall  be  collected  an  annual  tax 
of  two  dollars  per  mile  for  each  and  every  mile  of  any  and  all  railroads 
in  this  State  over  which  such  cars  may  run.  The  tax  herein  due  shall  be 
paid  by  said  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons,  to  the  comptroller  of 
public  accounts,  whose  receipt,  under  seal,  shall  be  issued  to  the  company, 
person  or  firm,  certified  copies  of  which  shall  be  evidence  of  the  payment 
of  State  i2ji'y  provided^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize 
the  levy  of  any  county  or  municipal  tax  upon  such  person,  firm  or  asso- 
ciation of  persons. 

"  From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons,  owning  or  running 
any  railroad  cars,  steamboats  or  stage  coaches  in  this  State,  there  shall 
be  collected  quarterly,  on  the  1st  days  of  January,  April,  July  and 
October  of  each  year,  a  tax  of  one  per  centum  upon  their  gross  receipts 
from  all  passenger  travel  within  this  State,  the  same  gross  receipts  to  be 
returned  under  oath  by  said  owner,  agent  or  manager  of  said  company, 
to  the  comptroller,  and  said  tax  to  be  collected  by  the  comptroller,  under 
such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe;  provided^  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  authorize  the  levy  of  any  county  or  municipal  tax  upon  such 
person,  firm  or  association  of  persons.   . 

"  From  every  chartered  telegraph  company  doing  business  within  this 
State  there  shall  be  collected  one  cent  for  every  full  rate  message  and 
one-half  that  for  every  message  less  than  a  full  rate  message  sent;  this, 
tax  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  the  comptroller  on  the  sworn  statement  of  the 
chief  manager  of  said  company  or  companies,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of 
such  messages;  and  the  receipt  of  the  comptroller,  under  seal,  shall  be 
issued  to  said  company  or  companies,  certified  copies  of  which  shall  be 
evidence  of  the  payment  of  the  State  tax;  provided^  railroad  messages 
for  running  their  trains  and  for  company  use  shall  not  be  X,zx^q^\  provided 
further^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  levy  or  collec- 
tion of  any  county  or  municipal  tax  upon  any  such  chartered  companies 
for  messages  sent. 

"  From  each  gas  company  manufacturing  gas,  fifty  dollars. 

"  Provided  further.  That  the  payment  of  the  tax  heretofore  imposed 
by  law  shall  not  authorize  any  person  or  firm  to  pursue  any  occupation 
upon  which  a  tax  is  imposed  by  this  ^ct,  except  on  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  such  person  or  firm  shall  have  credit  on  the 
amount  of  tax  levied  by  this  act  for  the  amount  already  paid  by  him  or 
them  on  so  much  of  the  term  paid  for  as  shall  not  have  expired  at  the 
time  this  act  shall  take  eflFect;  provided,l\iBX  the  fact  that  a  tax  is  levied 
by  this  article  upon  bagatelle,  pigeon-hole,  devil-among-tbe-tailors,  jenny 
lind  table,  or  anything  of  the  kind  used  for  profit,  and  upon  any  nine  or 
ten  pin  alley,  or  other  alley  used  for  profit,  fhall  not  ^e_ construed  to 
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exempt  from  the  punishment  prescribed  by  law  any  person  who  may 
violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  8  of  the  Penal  Code;  provided 
fwrihefr^  that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  persons,  or  firms 
of  persons,  who  pay  an  occupation  tax  under  this  act  for  pursuing  the 
occupation  of  a  merchant  in  a  city  or  town,  from  soliciting  trade  within 
the  corporation  limits  of  said  city  or  town  where  they  reside." 

Sbc.  4.  Whereas,  the  various  county  commissioners  courts  throughout 
the  State  are  about  to  levy  taxes  for  the  present  year,  therefore  an  emer- 
gency exists  that  this  act  take  ejffect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  an 
unperative  public  necessity  requires  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  in  each  House  should  be  suspended,  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  March  24,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  ejffeot  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LVI. — An  act  to  authorize  the  refunding  of  moneys,  paid 
into  the  general  land  office  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  location,  sale  and  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific 
Railroad  Reserve,  passed  August  26,  1856,  and  the  provisions  of  a  sup- 
plemental act  entitled  '*  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
location,  sale  and  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Reserve,"  approved  November  28,  1857,  in  all  cases  wherein  the  State 
failed  to  patent  the  lands  on  account  of  same  being  covered  by  previous 
grant,  for  which  such  moneys  were  paid,  and  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  moneys  paid  into  the  general  land  office  under  the  provisions  of  the 
supplemental  act  mentioned  in  the  caption  hereof,  approved  November 
28,  1867,  for  lands  in  the  Mississippi  and  Pacific  Railroad  Reserve  to 
which  the  State  failed  to  issue  patent  to  the  parties  making  such  pay- 
ment, shall  be  refunded  to  such  party  or  parties  upon  application,  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  upon  application  to  him,  made  by  any  party  or  parties  claiming  to 
have  made  payments  under  the  said  supplemental  act  of  November  28, 
1867,  and  failed  to  receive  patents  to  the  land  on  account  of  same  being 
covered  by  the  previous  grant  for  which  such  payment  was  made,  to  investi- 
gate said  claim;  and,  when  it  shall  appear  that  such  claim  is  just,  and  that 
the  money  paid  into  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  has  not  been  refunded  to  the  party  or  parties  making  such  pay- 
ments, and  that  the  State  of  Texas  is  therefore  justly  indebted  to  the 
party  or  parties  making  such  payments,  he,  the  commissioner  of  the  gen- 
eral land  office,  shall  issue  to  the  party  making  application,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  an  official  certificate  showing  the  amount  of  money  so 
paid,  and  date  of  payment. 

Sec.  3.  Upon  presentation  to  the  comptroller  of  public  accounts  of 
fluch  certificate  from  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  properly 
authenticated,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  state 
treasurer  in  favor  of  the  party  holding  such  certificate  for  the  whole 
amount  originally  paid  into  the  general  land  office,  as  shown  by  the 
certificate  of  the  commissioner  thereof,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of 
foar  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  date  of  the  original  payment  into  the 
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land  office  to  the  date  of  the  said  warrant  on  the  state  treasurer.  The 
sura  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  f6ur  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
required,  b  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  In  order  that  immediate  relief  may  be  granted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  in  cases  of  extreme  destitution  and  want»  an  emer- 
gency exists  requiring  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LVIL — An  act  to  prescribe  the  requisites  of  indictments  in 

certain  cases. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  an  indictment  for  any  ofrense  against  the  penal  laws  of  this  State 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  which  charges  the  commission  of  the  offense 
in  ordinary  and  concise  language  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  a  person 
of  common  understanding  to  know  what  is  meant,  and  with  that  degree 
of  certainty  that  will  give  the  defendant  notice  of  the  particular  offense 
with  whiih  he  is  charged,  and  enable  the  court  on  conviction  to  pro- 
nounce the  proper  judgment;  and,  in  no  case  are  the  words  "force  and^ 
arms,"  or  "  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute"  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  When  a  statute  creating  or  defining  any  offense,  uses  special 
or  particular  terms,  an  indictment  on  it  may  use  the  general  term  which 
in  common  language  embraces  the  special  term. 

Sec.  3.  When  to  constitute  the  offense  an  act  must  he  done  in  a  pub- 
lic place,  it  is  sufficient  to  allege  that  the  act  was  done  in  a  "  public 
place." 

Sec.  4.  An  indictment  for  an  act  done  with  intent  to  commit  some 
other  offense,  may  charge  in  general  terms  the  commission^  of  such  act 
with  intent  to  commit  such  other  offense,  without  stating  the  facts  con- 
stituting such  other  offense. 

Sec.  5.  In  an  indictment  for  selling  intoxicating  liquors  in  violation 
of  any  law  of  this  state,  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  charge  that  the  defend- 
ant  sold  intoxicating  liquors  contrary  to  law,  naming  the  person  to  whom 
sold,  without  stating  the  quantity  sold;  and  under  such  indictment  any 
act  of  selling  in  violation  of  the  law  may  be  proved. 

Sec.  6.  An  indictment  for  perjury  or  false  swearing  need  not  charge 
the  precise  language  of  the  false  statement,  but  may  state  the  substance  of 
the  same,  and  no  such  indictment  shall  be  held  insufficient  on  account  of 
any  variance  which  does  not  affect  the  subject  matter  or  general  import 
of  such  false  statement;  and  it  is  not  necessary  in  such  indictment  to  set 
forth  the  pleadings,  records  or  proceedings  with  which  the  false  stattment 
is  connected,  nor  the  commission  or  the  authority  of  the  court,  or  person 
before  whom  the  perjury  was  committed;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  state  the 
name  of  the  court,  or  officer  by  whom  the  oath  was  administered,  with 
the  allegation  of  the  falsity  of  the  matter  on  which  the  perjury  is  as- 
signed. 

Sec.  7.  An  indictment  under  the  laws  relating  to  bribery  shall  be 
sufficient,  if  it  charges  that  the  defendant  bribed  or  attempted  to  bribe 
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any  officer  or  other  person  named  in  the  Penal  Code  who  may  be  subject 
to  bribery,  with  intent  to  influence  the  action  of  such  person;  or  that  any 
such  officer  or  other  person  accepted,  or  agreed  to  accept,  a  bribe  given 
or  promised,  to  influence  his  action,  stating  the  particular  thing  or  ad- 
vantage given,  promised;  accepted,  or  agreed  to  be  accepted,  and  the 
particular  act  to  be  influenced  thereby. 

Sec.  8.  Under  the  laws  relating  to  misapplication  of  public  money, 
an  indictment  may  charge  that  the  defendant  misapplied  certain  public 
moneys  in  his  hands  by  virtue  of  his  trust,  stating  the  amount  of  such 
public  moneys  and  the  manner  in  which  the  same  was  niisapplied. 

Sec.  9.  In  indictnients  for  theft  or  embezzlement  of  any  coin  or  pa- 
per current  as  money,  or  of  Any  checks,  bills  of  exchange,  or  other  such 
security,  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  describe  the  property  in  general  terms, 
as  "  money,"  "  checks,"  "  bills,  of  exchange,"  or  other  evidence  of  debt, 
of  or  about  a  certain  amount. 

Sec.  10.  An  indictment  under  the  laws-  regulating  the  carrying  of 
deadly  weapons  may  charge  that  the  dfefendaiit  carried  about  his  person 
a  pistol,  or  other  deadly  weapon,  without  authority  of  law,  without  a 
further  averment  of  a  want  of  legal  excuse  or  authority  on  his  part. 

Sec.  11.  The  following  forms  of  indictments  in  cases  in  which  they 
are  applicable  are  sufficient,  and  analagous  forms  may  be  used  in  other 
cases: 

Form  No.  1 — general  form;  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  the  grand  jury  of county,  pre- 
sent in  the  district  court  of  said  county  that  about  the day  of 

~i ,  A.  D ,in county,  Texas,  (name  or 

description  of  defendant)  did  (description  of  offense),  against  the  "peace 

and  dignity  of  the  State ,  Foreman  of  the 

grand  jury. 

Form  No.  2:  Murder.  A.  B.  did  with  malice  aforethought  kill  C.  D. 
by  shooting  him  with  a  gun,  or,  by  striking  him  with  an  iron  weight,  or, 
by  poisoning  him,  etc.    • 

Form  No.  3:  Assault  to  commit  felony.  A.  B.  did  assault  C.  D.,  with 
intent  to  murder,  rob,  maim,  disfigure  or  castrate  him;  or,  did  assault  C. 
D.  in  attempting  to  commit  burglary;  or,  did  assault  E.  F.,  a  female, 
with  intent  to  rape  her,  etc. 

Form  No.  4:  Aggravated  assault.  A.  B.  did  make  an  aggravated  as- 
sault on  C.  D. 

Form  No.  5 :  Simple  assault.     A.  B,  did  assault  C.  D. 

Form  No.  6:  Bribery.     A.  B.  did  bribe  0.  D.,  a  sheriff,  by  payinj 
him  ten  dollars  in  money,  with  intent  that  said  C.  D.  should  permit 
F.,  a  prisoner  in  his  custody,  to  escape. 

Form  No.  7 :  Gaming.  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did  play  at  a  game  with  cards 
in  a  public  place  (or  in  a  store  house,  etc.),  or  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did  bet 
at  a  game  with  dice;  or  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did  bet  at  a  game  with  dom- 
inoes, crack-loo,  and  crack-or-loo;  or  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did  bet-at  crack-loo 
or  crack-or-loo.  A.  B.  di^  keep  a  table,  (bank  or  alley),  for  gaming;  or 
A.  B.  did  bet  at  a  ten  pin  alley;  or  did  permit  gaming  in  his  house  (or 
house  under  his  control) ;  or  did  rent  to  C.  D.  a  room  to  be  used  as  a 
place  for  gaming;  or  did  bet  on  the  result  of  an  election. 

Form  No.  8:  Rape.     A.  B.,  an  adult  male,  did  rape  C.  D.,  a  female. 

Form  No.  9:  Affray.  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  did  fight  together  in  a  public 
P^ace.  •  K  Co 

Form  No.  10:  Adultery  and  fornication.     A.  B.,  a  man,  and  C.  D.,  a 
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woman,  did  have  habitual  carnal  interooarse  with  each  other,  the  said  A. 
B.  being  lawfully  married  to  E.  F. 

Form  No.  1 1 :  Unlawful  marriage.  •  A.  B.,  having  a  wife  then  livings 
did  unlawfully  marry  C.  D.;  or  A.  B.,  a  white  person,  and  C.  D.,  a  ne- 
gro, did  knowingly  intermarry  with  each  other;  or,  having  intermarried 
did  continue  to  live  together  as  man  and  wife. 

Form  No.  12:  Escape.  A.  B.,  a  sheriff,  having  the  legal  custody  of 
C  D.,  then  accused  of  a  murder  in  the  first  degree,  did  wilfully  permit 
him  to  escape. 

Form  No.  13:  Perjury.  A.  B.  did  deliberately  and  wilfully  state  un- 
^er  an  oath  required  by  law,  and  legally  administered  by  C.  D.,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  that  (giving  the  substance  of  the  false  statement), 
which  statement  was  false,  as  the  said  A.  B.  well  knew. 

Form  No.  14:  Keeping  disorderly  house.  A.  B.  did  keep  a  disorderly 
house. 

Form  No.  16:  Lotteries.  A.  B.  did  establish  a  lottery,  or  did  dispose 
of  certain  property  by  lottery. 

Form  No.  16:  Unlawful  practice  of  medicine.  A.  B.  did  practice 
medicine  without  authority  of  law. 

Form  No.  17:  False  imprisonment.  A.  B.  did  wilfully  and  without 
lawful  authority  detain  C.  D.  against  his  consent.- 

Form  No.  18:  Kidnapping.  A.  B.  did  falsely  imprison  C.  D.  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  him  from  the  State. 

Form  No.  19:  Arson.  A.  B.  did  wilfully  burn  a  certain  house,  the 
property  of  C.  D. 

Form  No.  20:  Burglary.  A.  B.  did  break  and  enter  the  dwelling 
house  of  C.  D.  with  intent  to  steal. 

Forgi  No.  21:  Theft.  A.  B.  did  steal  a  horse  from  C.  D.,  or  did  steal 
a  watch  of  the  value  of  fifty  dollars  from  CD.  '  • 

Form  No.  22:  Swindling.  A.  B.  did  falsely  represent  to  C.  D.  that 
he  had  ten  bales  of  cotton  packed  and  ready  for  delivery,  and  by  means 
of  such  false  representation  did  obtain  from  said  C.  D.  one  hundred  dol- 
lars in  money,  with  intent  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own  use. 

Form  No.  23:  Fraudulent  disposition  of  mortgaged  property.  A.  B. 
having  given  to  C.  D.  a  lien  in  writing,  on  his  crop  of  cotton,  did  dispose 
of  the  same  with  intent  to  defraud  said  CD. 

Form  No.  24:  Counterfeiting  coin.  A.  B.  did  counterfeit  a  silver 
coin  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  called  a  dollar,  which  was  at  the  time 
current  as  money  in  the  United  States. 

Form  No.  25 :  Conspiracy.  A.  B.  and  C  D.  did  conspire  together  to 
murder  E.  F. 

Form  No.  26:  Robberry.  A.  B.  did  rob  C  D.  of  twenty  dollars  in 
money. 

Form  No.  21:  Forgery.  A.  B.  did  forge  a  certain  false  instrument  in 
writing,  in  substance  as  follows:  (setting  out  the  forged  instrument.) 

Form  No.  58:  Misapplication  of  public  money.  A.  B.,  a  collector  of 
taxes,  did  misapply  one  thousand  dollars  of  public  moneys  in  his  handd, 
by  virtue  of  his  office,  by  converting  said  moneys  to  his  own  use. 

Sec.  12.  Nothing  contained  in  the  11th  section  of  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  for  proof  of  all  the  facts  consti- 
tuting the  offense  charged  in  an  indictment,  as  the  same  is  defined  bylaw. 

Sec.  13.  In  an  indictment  for  libel,  it  is  not  necessary  to  set  forth  any 
intrinsic  facts  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  application  to  the  libeleu 
T>artyof  the  defamatory  matter  on  which  the  indictment  is  founded;  it 


General  Laws  op  Texas.    Ch.  68,  59.  63 

IB  sufficient  to  Qtate  generally  that  the  same  was  published  concerning 
him. 

Sec.  14.  When  the  offense  may  be  committed  by  different  means,  or 
with  different  intents,  such  means  or  intents  may  be  alleged  in  the  same 
count,  in  the  alternative. 

Sec.  15.  Words  used  in  a  statute  to  define  an  offense,  need  not  be 
strictly  pursued  in  the  indictment;  it  is  sufficient  to  use  other  words 
conveying  the  same  meaning,  or  which  include  the  sense  of  the  statutory 
words. 

Sec  16.  Matters  of  which  judicial  notice  is  taken  (among  which  are 
included  the  authority  and  duties  of  all  officers  elected  or  appointed  under 
the  general  laws  of  this  State),  and  presumptions  of  law  need  not  be  stated 
in  an  indictment. 

Sbc.  iV.  An  indictment  shall  not  be  held  insufficient,  nor  shall  the 
trial,  judgment  or  other  proceedings  thereon  be  affected  by  reason  of  any 
defect  or  imperfection  of  form  in  such  indictment,  which  does  not  preju- 
dice the  substantial  rights  of  the  defendant. 

Sec.  18.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act- be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LVni.— An  act  to  amend  article  506,  chapter  11,  of  title 
17,  and  to  create  article  340a,  chapter  1,  of  said  title,  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  relating  to  cities,  towns  apd 
villages. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  506,  of  chapter  11,  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  506.  When  a  town  or  village  may  contain  more  than  two 
hundred,  and  less  than  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  it  may  be  incorporated 
as  a  town  or  village,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  chapter  11,  title  17,  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes;  and  there  is  hereby  created  an  article,  which 
shall  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  340a.  WJien  a  city  or  town  may  contain  one  thousand  inhab-' 
itants  or  over,  it  may  be  incorporated  as  a  city  or  town,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  chapter  11  of  this  title;  provided,  that  an  election  shall  be 
ordered  on  the  application  of  fifty  electors  of  such  city  or  town;  and^ 
provided,  further,  that  when  an  election  is  held  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  said  chapter  11,  to  be  incorporated  as  a  city  or  town,  the  words 
'towns  and  villages'  shall  be  construed  to  read,  and  read  ^cities  and 
towns,' " 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LIX.— An  act  to  amend  chapters  5  and  11,  of  title  17,  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State,  relating  to  charters  of  cities 
and  towns,  andi:owns  ancj  villages,  so  as  to  authorize  the  levy  of  a  tax 
for  the  support  of  public  free  schools,  under  certain  circumstances. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  chapter  5,  title  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  this  State, 
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shall  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  another  article,  which  shall  read  as 
follows:  ^  ^ 

"  Article  425a.  The  city  or  town  council,  whether  incorporated  under 
the  provisions  of  this  title  or  by  any  act  of  the  Congress  of  ,the  Repub- 
lic, or  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  shall  have- power,  by  ordi- 
nance, to  annually  levy  and  collect  not  exceeding  one-half  of  one  per 
cent  ad  valorem  taxes,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  public  free 
schools  in  the  city  or  town,  where  such  city  or  town,  is  a  separate  and 
independent  school  district;  provided,  that  no  such  tax  shall  be  levied 
until  an  election  shall  have  been  held,  at  which  none  but  property  tax 
payers,  as  f^hown  by  the  last  assessment  rolls,  who  are  qualified  voters  of 
such  city  or  town,  shall  vote,  and  two-thirds  of  those  voting  shall  vote 
in  favor  thereof.  The  proposition  submitted  may  be  for  a  tas^  not  ex- 
ceeding one-half  of  one  per  cent,  or  it  may  be  for  a  specific  per  cent; 
one  election,  and  no  more,  shall  be  held  hereafter  in  any  one  calendar 
year  to  ascertain  whether  a  school  tax  shall  be  levied ;  if  the  proposition 
is  carried  tbe  school  tax  shall  continue  to  be  annually  levied  and  collected 
for  at  least  two  years;  and  thereafter,  unless  it  is  discontinued,  at  an 
election  held  to  determine  whether  the  tax  shall  be  continued  or  discon- 
tinued, at  the  request  of  fifty  property  taxpayers  of  such  city  or  town; 
when  the  tax  is  continued  no  election  to  discontinue  it  shall  be  held  for 
two  years;  when  the  tax  is  discontinued  no  election  to  levy  a  tax  shall 
be  held  during  the  same  year."         ^ 

Sec.  2.  That  chapter  11,  of  title  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
this  State,  shall  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  another  article,  which 
shall  read  as  follows: 

"Article  522a.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall  have  power,  by  ordi- 
nance, to  levy  and  collect  ad  valorem  taxes,  for  the  support  and  main- 
tenance of  public  free  schools,  under  the  rules,  regulations  and  restric- 
tions prescribed  in  article  425a,  chapter  5,  of  this  title." 

Sec.  3.  The  prospect  of  an  early  adjournment,  and  the  necessity  for 
rendering  the  statutes  unambiguous,  and  placing  the  support  of  free 
schools  on  a  firm  basis,  creates  a  necessity  and  an  emergency  that  the  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended;  and  it 
is  suspended;  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage; 
and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LX. — An  act  to  diminish  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
court  of  Bosque  and  San  Patricio  counties  in  this  State,  and  conform 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  of  said  counties  to  such  change. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  court  of  the  counties  of  Bosque  and  San  Patricio  shall 
have  and  exercise  the  general  jurisdiction  of  a  probate  court;  shall  pro- 
bate wills,  appoint  guardians  of  minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non 
compos  mentis,  and  common  drunkards;  grant  letters  of  administration, 
settle  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians;  transact  all 
business  appertaining  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  minors,  idiots, 
lunatics,  persons  non  compos  mentis,  and  common  drunkards,  including 
\e  partition,  settlement  and  distribution  of  estates  of  deceased  persons, 
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and  to  apprentice  minors  as  prescribed  by  law,  and  to  issue  all  writs  nec- 
essary to  the  enforcement  of  its  jurisdiction,  and  to  punish  contempts  un- 
der such  provisions  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  general  law  governing 
count jr  courts  throughout  the  State,  and  to  have  and.  exercise  general  jur-: 
isdiction  over  questions  of  eminent  domain,  as  prescribed  by  law;  but 
said  county  courts  shall  have  no  other  civil  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  district  courts  of  said  counties  of  Bosque  and  San 
Patricio  shall  have  and  exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and  causes  of  a 
civil  nature,  over  which  by  the  general  laws  of  the  State  the  county  courts 
of  said  counties  would  have  jurisdiction,  except  as  provided  in  section  1 
of  this  act;  and  that  ii^  all  cases  other  than  probate  matters,  and  such  as 
are  provided  in  section  1  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  the  district  courts  of  said  counties,  and  all  writs  and  process  in 
civil  causes  heretofore  issued  by  or  out  of  said  county  courts,  other  than 
those  pertaining  to  civil  matters,  over  which  by  section  1  of  this  act  juris- 
diction is  given  to  the  county  courts  of  said  counties,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  made  returnable  to  the  next  term  of  the  district  courts  in  and 
for  said  counties. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  clerks  of  the  county  court  of  the  said  counties  re- 
spectively of  Bosque  and  San  Patricio,  be  and  they  are  hereby  required, 
within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  make  a  fair  and  com- 
plete transcript  of  all  the  entries  on  their  civil  dockets  heretofore  made 
in  causes  which  by  section  2  of  this  act  are  transferred  to  the  district 
courts  of  said  counties  respectively,  and  file  the  same,  together  with  the 
original  papers  of  all  said  causes  and  proceedings,  with  the  clerks  of  the 
district  court  respectively  of  said  Bosque  and  San  Patricio  counties,  and 
aU  such  causes  shall  be  immediately  docketed  by  thti  clerk  of  the  district 
court  respectively  of  said  Bosque  and  San  Patricio  counties,  and  shall 
stand  on  the  dockets  of  said  courts,  and  for  each  of  said  transcripts  the 
county  clerks  aforesaid  shall  receive  twenty  cents  per  one  hundred  words, 
and -fifty  cents  for  a  certificate  thereto,  to  be  taxed  as  costs  against  [the 
party  cast  in  the  suit. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  .act  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec  5.  The  prospect  of  an  early  adjournment  creates  a  necessity  for 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  and  it  is  suspended;  and  the  immediate  public  good  to  arise  from 
its  passage  creates  an  emergency  thai  this  act  take  effect  from  its  pas- 
sage, and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXI. — An  act  to  provide  for  designating  and  setting  apart 
three  hundred  leagues  of  land  out  of  the  unappropriated  public  domain 
for  the  benefit  of  the  unorganized  counties  of  the  State,  and  to  provide 
for  the  survey  and  location  of  the  same. 

Sectioit  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 

That  the  governor,  comptroller,  treasurer  of  the  state,  attorney  general, 

and  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  are  hereby  constituted  a 

hoard  to  contract  with  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  survey  and  to 

■    return  to  the  general  land  office  the  field  notes  and  plats  of  three  hundred 
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leagues  of  land  from  any  of  the  unappropriated  public  domain  within  the 
State  or  any  of  the  reserves  made  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  July  ' 
14,  1879,  which  shall  constitute  a  reservation  out  of  which  each  of  the  ^ 
unorganized  counties  of  this  State,  as  it  may  be  organized,  shall  be  entitled 
to  four  leagues  of  land  for  free  school  purposes.  The  contract  shall  be 
let  to  lowest  and  best  responsible  bidder,  after  advertisement  in  one  news- 
paper published  in  the  city  of  Austin,  and  one  published  in  the  city  of 
Galveston,  and  one  in  the  city  of  Dallas,  and  one  in  the  city  of  San  An- 
tonio, for  four  successive  weeks,  for  sealed  proposals.  All  bids  shall  be 
filed  in  the  olSice  of  the  comptroller  of  the  state,  and  shall  be  by  him 
safely  kept  until  the  time  designated  in  the  advertisement  for  opening 
sealed  bids  and  awarding  said  contract. 

Sec.  2.  The  advertisement  for  bids  shall  require  the  bids  to  specify 
at  what  price  the  work  of  surveying  will  be  done  per  league,  and  that  the 
work  will  be  performed  within  a  time  to  be  specified  in  the  advertisement. 

Sec.  3.  Said  board  shall  have  power  to  reject  any  and  all  bids,  with- 
out assigning  cause,  if  they  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  work  can  be  done 
as  well  at  a  less  expense  by  reliable  surveyors,  surveying  at  a  specific  sam 
per  mile,  in  private  contract,  or  from  any  other  cause  deemed  sufficient; 
in  which  event  the  board  shall  proceed  to  make  said  contract  in  disregard 
of  bids. 

Sec.  4.  The  contract  or  contrcts  shall  be  an  writing,  and  the  person 
or  persons  executing  the  same  shall  enter  into  such  bond,  with  sureties, 
as  said  board  shall  prescribe,  to  be  not  less  than  double  the  amount  of  the 
bid,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  contract  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act.     The  original  bond  shall  be  deposited  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  5.  The  field  notes  and  maps  of  the  surveys  shall  be  recorded  in  a 
well  bound  book  or  books  by  the  contracting  surveyor,  the  original  of 
which  shall  be  returned  under  oath  to  the  general  land  office,  and  shall  . 
constitute  an  archive  therein;  and  the  said  contra<*tor  or  contractors  shall 
furnish  each  district  surveyor  in  whose  district  lands  are  surveyed,  a  copy 
of  the  field  notes  and  maps  of  surveys  made  in  his  district,  also  recorded 
in  a  well  bound  book,  which  shall  constitute  a  record  of  his  office. 

Sec.  6.  In  all  cases  two  corners  shall  be  marked  and  established  on  the 
ground  for  each  survey,  the  lines  between  which,  if  in  timber,  shall  be 
distinctly  marked.  Said  corners  shall  be  made  with  at  least  two  bear- 
ings, if  in  timber,  and  if  in  the  prairie,  by  earth-mounds  six  feet  in  diam- 
eter and  three  feet  high. 

Sec.  ^,  Each  league  of  land  shall  be  numbered  in  the  order  it  is  sur- 
veyed by  the  contractor  or  contractors,  beginning  at  number  one  and  ex- 
tending to  number  one  hundred,  and  as  each  of  the  unorganized  counties 
in  the  State  shall  be  organized,  such  county  shall  be  entitled  to  the  first 
four  leagues  out  of  the  reservation  authorized  by  this  act,  which  shall  not 
have  been  patented  to  other  counties  for  free  school  purposes,  upon  the 
payment  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  the  actual  costs  of  the  surveying 
fees  and  legal  interest  thereon  from  time  of  payment  by  the  State;  and 
upon  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  surveying  and  patent  fees,  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office  is  hereby  required  to  issue 'patents  to  said 
county  for  four  leagues  of  land  as  above  iproYided; provided,  any  county 
that  fails  to  pay  surveying  and  patent  fees  under  this  act,  within  three 
years  after  its  organization,  shall  forfeit  all  claims  to  the  lands  herein  do- 
nated. 

Sec.  8.  The  governor  shall  appoint  a  commissioner,  who  shall  super- 
vise the  action  of  the  contracting  surveyors  in  their  work,  and  who  ^\^^\ 
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have  the  power  to  prevent  the  surveying  of  any  lands  not  deemed  valu- 
able for  grazing  or  agricultural  purposes.  Said  commissioner  shall  receive 
one  himdred  and  fifty  dollars  per  month  while  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  not  to  exceed  eight  months,  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  which 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  counties  receiving  lands  under  this  act, 
and  to  be  by  said  counties  repaid  into  the  State  treasury  before  the  issu- 
ance of  patents. 

Sbc.  9.  Said  board  shall  direct  the  time  and  manner  in  which  all  plats 
and  field  tiotes  of  surveys  made  by  contractors  under  this  act  shall  be 
made,  one  copy  of  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  general  land  office. 

Sec.  10.  Neither  the  contractor,  surveyor,  commissioner,  emJ)loyees  or 
attaches  of  said  parties  shall  have  the  right,  either  directly  or  mdirectly 
to  file  upon  or  locate  any  lands  for  themselves  or  other  person  during  the 
time  they  are  employed  by  the  State;  and  any  such  contractor,  surveyor, 
commissioner,  attache  or  employee  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
before  the  district  court  of  Travis  county,  to  which  jurisdiction  is  here 
given,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  confined  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary 
for  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Sbc.  11.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  out  of  the  State  treasury  to  carry 
oat  the  provisions  of  this  act,  un  lil  said  three  hundred  leagues  of  land 
have  been  surveyed,  and  the  field  notes  returned  to  the  general  land 
office,  as  provided  in  section  5  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  The  sum  of  forty-five  hundred  dollars  is  here  appropriated, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  liiay  be  needed,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  '  . 

Approved  March  26,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  JjXn.— An  act  to  amend  chapter  5,  title  22,  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes  of  Texas,  relating  to  county  seats,  by  adding  another 
article,  to  be  known  as  article  694a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  chapter  6,  title  22,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto  after  article 
694,  another  article,  to  be  known  as  article  694a,  which  shall  read  as 
follows : 

'^Article  694a.  No  county  seat  first  established  in  a  newly  organized 
county  shall  be  located  of  any  point  more  than  five  miles  from  the  geo- 
graphical center  of  any  county  in  this  State,  unless  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  all  the  electors  voting  on  the  subject  in  said  county." 

Sbc  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  creates  (in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature)  a  public  necessity 
sufficiently  imperative  in  its  character  to  justify  the  suspension  of  the. 
constitutional  rule  requiring  this  act  to  be  riead  on  three  several  days,  and 
it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  March  ^28,  A.  D.  1881. 

Ta&es  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXVIIL— An  act  to  establish  the  thirty-sixth  (36th)  judicial 
district,  and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  district  judge  and 
district  attorney  therein,  and  to  conform  the  twenty-second  (22d)  and 
twenty-fourth  (24th)  judicial  districts  thei'eto. 

SECTION  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texai, 
That  the  counties  of  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  McMuUen,  La  Salle,  Dim- 
mitt,  Frio,  Atascosa  and  Zavalla  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  con- 
stituted the  thirty  sixth  (36th)  judicial  district  of  Texas. 

Sec.  2.  The  district  courts  shall  be  held  in  the  several  counties  com- 
prizing the  thirty-sixth  judicial  district  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  San 
Patrice. on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continae 
in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Live  Oak  on  the  first  Monday  after 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  sesBioa 
two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  McMullen  on  the  third  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  ai  d  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  La  Salle  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  Hret  Mon- 
I  days  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in 
'  the  county  of  Dimmitt  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 

March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  ope  week;  in  the 
county  of  Frio  on  the  seventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  and  in  the 
county,  of  Atascosa  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  business  is  dis- 
posed of.  The  county  of  Zavalla  is  hereby  attached  to  tfee  county  of  • 
Frio  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  shall  appoint  some  suitable  citizen  of  the  thirty- 
sixth  judicial  district  as  herein  established  to  be  judge  thereof  until  the 
next  general  election,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  quali- 
fied. The  governor  shall  also  appoint  some  suitable  citizen  of  the  said 
district  to  be  district  attorney  thereof,  until  the  next  general  ^lectionJ  and 
until  his  successor  has  been  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  4.  The  twenty-second  judicial  district  of  Texas  shall  hereafter 
be  composed  of  the  county  of  Bexar,  and  the  terms  of  the  district  conrt 
shall  be  held  in  said  county  at  the  times  hereinafter  specified  in  each  year 
viz:  On  the  first  Monday  in  March,  and  may  continue  in  session  twelve 
weeks;  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  and  may  continue  in  seesion  four 
weeks;  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  and  may  continue  in  st^siHion 
twelve  weeks;  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  and  may  continue 
in  session  twelve  weeks. 

Sec.  5.  The  twenty-fourth  (24th)  judicial  district  of  Texas  shall  here- 
after be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Kendall,  Kerr,  Bandera,  Medina, 
Uvalde,  Kinney,  JVlaverick,  Comal  and  Edwards. 

Sec.  6.  The  terms  of  the  district  courts  of  the  twenty -fourth  (24th) 
judicial  district  shall  be  held  in  the  several  counties  composing  said 
district  at  the  times  hereinafter  specified,  in  each  year,  viz:  in  the  county 
of  Maverick  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Kinney  on  the  second  Mon- 
day after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  conlinne 
in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Uvalde  on  the  fourth  Monday  after 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  scission 
two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Medina  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  fin=st 
^        Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and   may^jR^ntinji,e_  ip  session  two 


Qenbb-ajl  Laws  of  Tkxas.    Ch.  64.  6  9 

weeks  ^  in  the  county  of  Bandera  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week; 
in  the  county  of  Kerr  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  sessioti  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Kendall  on  the  eleventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Comal  on  the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  business  is  dis: 
posed  of.  The  unorganized  county  of  Edwards  is  hereby  attached  to 
the  county  of  Kerr  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  7.  All  writs  and  process  returnable  to  the  district  courts  as  here- 
tofore  fixed  in  the  several  counties  affected  by  this  act,  shall  be  as  valid 
and  binding  as  if  no  change  had  been  made. 

Sec.  8.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  accumulated  business  on  the  calendar,  create  such 
'  an  emergency  as  requires  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requir- 
ing this  act  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  28,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXIV. — An  act  making  appropriations  for  deficiencies 
beginning  March  1,  1879,  and  ending  February  28,  1881,  and  for 
previous  years. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated  for  deficiencies  incurred  in  support  of  the 
State  government  for  the  period  of  time  beginning  March  1,  1879,  and 
ending  February  28,  1881,  and  for  previous  years: 

JUDICIARY. 

To  pay  costs  due  sheriffs,  clerks  and   attorneys  for  the  year 
ending  February  29, 1880 $28,146  67 

To  pay  costs  due'  sheriffs,  clerks  and  attorneys  for  the  year 
ending  February  28,  1881 10,000  00 

To  pay  salaries  special  judges  for  both  years 607  87 

'*       clerks'  fees  in  felony  oases  in  appellate  court 2,730  00 

"        for  stationery,  appellate  court 28  76 

*'        extradition  expenses  for  1878 244  60 

"        rewards,  etc.,  for  year  ending  February  28,  1879,  and 

previous  years 4,000  00 

QUARANTINE. 

To  pay  salaries  and  expenses  on  quarantine  officers  for  year 
ending  February  29,  1880 $6,736  21 

To  pay  for  building  quarantine  stations 2,846  06 

"       salary  and  expenses  of  quarantine  for  the  year  ending 

February  28, 1881 ^1  r.7 . .     2,684  30 
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INSTITUTION  FOB  THE  DEAF    AND  DUMB. 

To  pay  for  groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  for  both  years $3,627  00 

INSTITUTION  FOB  THE  BLIND. 

To  pay  for  groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  for  both  years $1,200  00 

PBNITENTIABIES. 

To  pay  for- carrying  prisoners  to  penitentiary  for  both  years.  .$13,938  40 

AGBIOULTUBAL  AND  MECHANICAL   COLLEGE. 

To  pay  H.  C.  Edrington  for  moneys  advanced  to  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Mechanical  College $4,987  44 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

To  pay  J.  G.  Hamilton  for  carrying  a  prisoner  charged  with 
felony,  adjudged  insane,  to  Lunatic  Asylum,  from  Delta 
county,  in  1874 $162  50 

To  pay  school  superintendents  and  directors  for  the  year  be- 
ginning September  1,  1876,  and  ending  August  31,  1876. . .  45,000  00 

To  pay  teachers  and  inspectors  of  public  free  schools  for  ser- 
vices rendered  prior  to  July  1,  1873,  said  claims  to  be 
audited  by  the  comptroller  in  accordancje  with  the  laws 
under  which  said  services  were  rendered,  and  acts  on  the 
subject,  approved  respectively  on  April  27,  1874,  and  July 
6,  1876,  the  said  comptroller  to  determine  in  all  cases,  from 
information  he  may  regard  reliable,  if  said  claims  are  hon- 
est and  proper  ones,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  proved 
up  or  established  as  provided  for  in  said  acts;  and  this  ap- 
propriation to  include  the  thirty  thousand  dollars  appropri- 
ated for  this  purpose  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars;  and  the  comptroller  shall  have  power 
to  reject  all  such  claims  as  he  may  find  fraudulent,  and  said 
rejection  shall  forever  bar  the  same.  Shduld  this  amount 
be  found  insufficient  to  pay  the  claims  audited  by  the  comp- 
troller, he  shall  pro  rate  the  same  among  such  audited  claims; 
provided,  that  no  claims  not  heretofore  established  or  proved 
up  under  the  laws  under  which  the  services  were  rendered,  or 
under  one  of  said  acts,  shall  be  audited  hereunder;  and  no 
claim  shall  be  audited  unless  the  same  is  filed  in  the  comp- 
troller's office  within  ninety  days  from  the  passage  of  this 
act.  All  claims  not  so  filed  within  ninety  days  shall  be 
forever  barred 

To  pay  Tobiu  Bros,  bill  of  J.  W.  VanDyke  for  material  and 

labor  on  public  buildings  in  1 877 139  50 

To  pay  Levi  Ferryman  for  conveying  three  prisoners,  while 
sheriff  of  Montague  county — viz:  Robert  Simmons,  George 
Taylor  and  G,  W.  Hargraves,  convicted  of  '  felony,  from 
Montague  county,  Texas,  to  the  State  penitentiary,  at 
Huntsville,  in  July,  1879 369  00 

To  pay  Brush   and   White  and  William  Raatz  for  material 

furnished  to  build  green-house  on  capitol  grounds 247  21 

To  pay  debts  of  second  class  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas. ..     3,000  00 

Sec.  2.     Whereas,  the  near  approach  of  the  day  of  final  adjournment 
of  this  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature,  together  with  the  fact  that 
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this  bill  must  go  to  the  House  to  be  passed  upon  by  that  body,  which 
will  necessarily  oreate  some  delay,  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists 
for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  and  it  is  hereby  ebacted  that  said  constitu- 
tional rule  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended;  the  fact  that  ^here  is  no 
appropriation  to  pay  the  claims  herein  stated,  creates  an  emergency  that 
requires  this  act  to  take  effect  at  once,  and  it  is  therefore  enacted  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 

See  supplemental  act  approved  April  1,  1881. 


CHAPTER  LXV. — ^An  act  to  authorize  the  governor  to  appoint  a  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  fifteenth  judicial  district. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  governor  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  district  attorney  for  the 
fifteenth  judicial  district  of  this  State,  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  the 
next  general  election. 

Sec.  2.  That,  whereas  a  vacancy  now  exists  in  the  office  of  district 
attorney  for  said  district,  and  the  district  courts  of  said  district  are  now 
in  session,  thus  creating  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity 
that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  29,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXVI. — ^An  act  making  the  office  of  county  surveyor  an 

office  of  record. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  surveyors  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State  shall  record  in  a 
well  bound  book  all  the  surveys  in  the  county  or  district  for  which  he 
was  elected,  with  the  plats  thereof  that  he  may  make,  whether  private  or 
official,  and  that  such  record  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  pub- 
lic; and  for  which  service  the  surveyor  may  charge,  in  addition  to  the 
fees  now  allowed  by  law  for  field  work,  twenty  cents  per  hundred  words 
for  such  record. 

Sec.  2.  Certified  copies  of  such  record,  under  the  official  signature  of 
the  county  surveyor,  may  be  used  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this 
State. 

Sec.  3.  The  commissioners'  courts  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  the 
county  surveyors  of  their  respective  counties,  on  the  requisition  of  such 
surveyors,  a  book  or  books  of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  a  record  of 
all  the  surveys  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Approved  Mairch  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  d^ys  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXVII.— An  act  to  amend  article  4333  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  adopted  February  21,  1879,  and  to 
provide  for  the  registration  of  instruments  relating  to  real  estate  in 
unorganized  counties. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  4333  of  the  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the.  State  of  Texas, 
approved  February  21,  1879,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  4333.  All  deeds,  conveyances,  mortgages,  deeds  of  trust,  or , 
•  any  other  written  contract  relating  to-  real  estate,  which  are  authorized 
to  be  recorded,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  county  where  such  real  estate,  or 
a  part  thereof,  is  situated;  provided,  that  all  such  instruments,  when  re- 
lating to  real  estate  situated  in  an  unorganized  county,  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  county  to  which  such  unorganized  county  is  attached  for  judicial 
purposes;  and  when  an  unorganized  county  shall  be  organized,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  commissioners'  court  of  such  newly  organized  county  to 
procure  from  the  county  to  which  it  was  attached  for  judicial  purposes, 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  organization,  a  transcript  of  all  such 
records,  which  shall  be  taken  and  held  as  notice  to  all  persons  of  the 
existence  of  such  instruments;  provided  /urther,  that  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  registration  of  any  such  instruments 
heretofore  made,  in  either  a  land  district  to  which  any  unorganized 
county  may  have  been  attached,  or  any  county  to  which  any  unorganiised 
county  may  have  been  attached  for  judicial  pijrposes." 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  there  is  great  uncertainty  as  to  the  proper  place  for 
the  recording  of  such  instruments  relating  to  lands  in  unorganized  coun- 
ties, and  in  order  to  prevent  litigation,  an  emergency  exists  apd  public 
necessity  requires,  that  the  rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  sev- 
eral days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  go  into  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  I>-  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXVIIL — An  act  authorizing  district  courts  to  transfer 
cases  of  administration  of  estates  of  deceased  persons  and  guardian- 
ship of  minors,  persons  of  unsound  mind  and  habitual  drunkards 
pending  before  them,  to  the  county  courts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  this  State  may,  by  an  order 
made  and  entered  in  open  court  upon  the  minutes  of  such  court,  upon 
the  application  in  open  court  of  any  person  interested  as  administrator, 
executor,  heir,  legatee,  devisee,  distributee,  creditor  or  guardian  in  the 
administration  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  or  in  the  guardianship 
of  a  minor,  person  of  unsound  mind,  or  habitual  drunkard,  pending  in 
such  court,  transfer  such  administration  or  guardianship  to  the  county 
court  of  the  county  in  which  such  district  court  is  there  being  held  for 
further  administration,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  county  judge 
of  said  county  is  legally  qualified  to  act  as  such  in  such  administration. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  orders  of  transfer  of  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  minors,  persons  of  unsound  mind,  or  habitual  drunkards, 
from  the  district  courts  to  the  county  courts  for  further  administration 
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;hat  may  have  heretofore  been  made  by  such  district  courts  under*  con- 
litioDS  similar  to  those  required  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  btt  as 
^alid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  made  under  the  authority  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Immediately  after  the^termination  of  the  courts  at  which  the 
)rder  of  transfer  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  is  made,  it 
jhallbe  the  duty  of  the  clerk  thereof  to  transniit  all  the  papers  relating 
«  such  administration  or  guardianship,  together  with  a  transcript,  certi- 
ied  by  iiim  under  the  seal  of  said  district  court,  or  the  record  of  all 
)rder8,  judgments  and  decrees  of  such  district  court  in  relation  to  such 
jstate,  to  the  county  clerk  of  his  county,  for  which  services  he  shall  be 
illowed  such  fees  as  are  now  allowed  him  by  law  for  similar  services,  to 
)e  paid  as  expenses  of  administration. 

I  Sec.  4.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  public  importance  and  necessity  for  the  passage  of 
bis  bill  into  a  law  at  this  session,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
:or  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
hree  several  days,  and  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended;  and,  whereas, 
here  are  pending  in  many  district  courts  in  various  counties  of  this  State 
oases  of  administration  upon  estates  of  decedents  and  wards  in  which  the 
Dounty  judges  of  such  counties  are  legally  qualified  to  sit;  and,  whereas, 
the  interests  of  all  persons  concerned  or  interested  in  such  cases  of  adnrin- 
stration  require  that  they  should  be  transf ei  red  to  said  county  courts  for 
dministration  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  be  done;  and,  whereas,  there  is 
10  law  authorizing  such  transfers  to  be  made,  therefore,  the  above  facts 
create  an  emergency  that  this  bill  should  go  into  effect  as  a  law  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

TaKes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. — An  act  for  holding  a  special  term  of  the  district 
court  of  the-county  of  Freestone,  for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes,  and 
for  such  other  business  of  a  criminal  nature  as  may  be  lawfully  con- 
sidered in  the  district  court. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  there  shall  be  held  a  special  term  of  the  district  court  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Freestone  on  the  third  Monday  in  April,  1881,  for  the 
trial  of  criminal  causes,  and  for  such  other  business  of  a  criminal  nature 

may  be  lawfully  considered  in  the  district  court,  which  term  may  con- 
tinue in  session  for  two  weeks. 

'  Sec.  2.  The  public  necessity  existing  for  the  passage  of  a  law  author- 
izing the  holding  of  a  special  term  of  the  court,  as  provided  in  the  first 
laection  of  this  act,  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  very  short 
time  intervening  between  this  date  and  the  day  fixed  for  adjournment, 
together  with  the  fact  that  such  necessity  requires  that  said  term  of 
^urt  should  commence  on  the  third  Monday  in  April,  proximo,  create  an 
imperative  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  that  this  bill  should  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  an  emer- 
jgency  under  which  this  act  should  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  said  constitutional  rule  is  suspended,  and  it  is  en- 
acted that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881.  _ 

Takes  effect  from  passage.  -  y  -     y      -  -^— 
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CHAPTER  LXX. — An  act  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  per  diem 

f)&j  of  the  officers,  members  and  emplo^^es  of  the  Seventeenth  Legis- 
ature  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  per  diem  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers, members  and  employes  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Texas. 

Sec.  2.  The  comptroller  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  this  appropriation 
for  the  senators,  employes  and  officers  of  thie  senate,  on  the  certificate  of 
the  president  and  secretary  of  the  senate,  and  to  the  officers,  members 
and  employes  of  %he  house  on  the  certificate  of  the  speaker  and  chief 
clerk  of  the  house. 

Sec.  3.  That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Sec.  4.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  per  diem  pay  of  members,  officers  and  employes  of  the  Seventeenth 
Legislature,  and  that  this  session  of  said  Legislature  is  drawing  near  to  a 
close,  and  that  this  bill  must  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house, 
unless  the  rule  is  suspended,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  for 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  in  each  house;  therefore  said  rule  is  suspended. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXL — An  act  to  restore  to,  and  confer  upon,  the  county 
courts  of  Palo  Pinto,  Eastland,  Stephens,  Callahan,  Taylor,  Brazoria, 
Matagorda,  Coleman,  Bowie,  Brown,  Morris  and  Camp  counties,  the 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  heretofore  belonging  to  them  under  the 
constitution  and  general  statutes  of  the  State,  and  to  conform  the  juris- 
diction of  the  district  courts  of  said  counties  to  such  change. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  courts  of  Palo  Pinto,  Eastland,  Stephens,  Callahan, 
Taylor,  Brazoria,  Matagorda,  Coleman,  Bowie,  Brown,  Morris  and  Camp 
counties,  shall  hereafter  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases, 
when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall  exceed  in  value  two  hundred  dol- 
lars and  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  interest,  and 
shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  district  courts  of  said  coun- 
ties, when  the  matter  m  controversy  shall  exceed  five  hundred,  and  not 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Said  county  courts  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  civil 
cases  over  which  the  justices'  courts  have  original  jurisdiction,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  court  appealed  from,  or,  the  amount  in  controversy  shall 
exceed  twenty  dollars;  exclusive  of  costs;  and  said  county  courts  shall 
also  have  power  to  hear  and  determine  cases  brought  up  from  the  jus- 
tices' courts  by  certiorari,  under  the  provisions  of  the  title  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes  relating  thereto. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  judges  of  said  counties  shall  have  authority, 
either  in  term  time  or  in  vacation,  to  grant  writs  of  mandamus,  injunc- 
tion, sequestration,  attachment,  garnishment,  certiorari  and  supersedeas. 
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and  all  other  writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  lurisdiction  of 
said  courts  and  shall  also  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in 
all  cases  in  which  the  constitution  has  not  conferred  the  power  on  the 
district  courts  or  judges  thereof. 

Sbc.  4.  Said  county  courts  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  forfeiture 
and  judgment  of  all  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  in  criminal  cases,  of 
which  criminal  cases  said  courts  have  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  Said  county  courts  shall  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  of 
all  misdemeanors,  except  misdemeanors  involving  official  misconduct, 
and  except  cases  in  which  the  highest  penalty  of  fine  that  may  be  im- 
posed under  the  law  may  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars;  and  said 
courts  shaU  also  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases,  of  which 
justices  of  the  peace  and  other  inferior  tribunals  of  said  counties  have 
original  jurisdiction. 

Ssc.  6.  The  district  courts  of  said  counties  of  Palo  Pinto,  Eastland, 
Stephens,  Callahan,  Taylor,  Brazoria,  Matagorda,  Coleman,  Bowie, 
Brown,  Morris  and  Camp,  shall  no  longer  have  jurisdiction  of  cases  of 
which  the  county  courts  of  said  counties,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
have  exclusive  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  district  clerks  of  said  counties,  within  twenty  days  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  tb  make  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  all  orders  on 
their  respective  dockets  in  cases  now  pending  before  said  district  courts, 
of  which  cases,  by  the  terms  of  this  act,  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  given 
to  the  county  courts,  and  to  deliver  said  transcripts,  together  with  the 
original  papers,  and  a  certified  bill  of  costs  in  each  case,  to  the  county 
clerks  of  their  respective  counties,  and  said  county  clerks  shall  enter  said 
cases  on  their  i  espective  dockets  for  trial  by  said  county  courts. 

Sec.  7.  The  cpunty  courts  of  said  counties  shall  hereafter  hold  their 
regular  terms  for  civil  and  criminal  business  as  provided  in  the  constitu- 
tion and  general  laws  of  the  State,  and  all  process  heretofore  issued  from 
the  district  courts  of  said  counties,  in  cases  to  be  transferred  under  this 
act  to  the  county  courts,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  first  term  of  the 
proper  county  court,  and  all  civil  cases  so  transferred  shall  be  entered  as 
appearance  causes  upon  the  dockets  of  the  respective  county  courts. 

Sec.  8.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  dockets  of  the  district  courts 
of  said  counties,  creates  an  emergency  and  imperative  public  necessity 
that  the  rule  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  LXXII. — An  act  to  amend  certain  articles  of  chapter  2,  of 
title  78,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Code,  said  chapter  2  being  entitled 
"Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College." 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  articles  3684,  3685,  3687,  3689,  3692,  of  chapter  2,  title  78,  of  the 
Revised  Civil  Code,  shall  be  so  amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows, 
and  that  another  article,  to  be  called  article  3692a,  be  added  thereto: 

"Article  3684.  The  board  of  directors  of  said  college  shall  consist  of 
five  members. 

"Article  3685.  The  directors  provided  for  in  the  preceding  article 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  to  be  selected  from  different  sections 
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of  the  State,  and  shall  hold  office  for  six  years  or  daring  good  behavior, 
and  until  their  successor   are  qualified." 

"Article  3687.  The  governor  shall  be  authorized  to  call  said  board 
together  after  their  appointment,  and  said  board  shall,  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, elect  from  their  number  a  president  of  the  board,  who  shall  there- 
after be  authorized  to  call  said  boa^d  together  for  the  transaction  of 
business  whenever  he  deems  it  expedient,  and  a  majority  of  said  board 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business." 

"Article  3689-  Each  of  said  directors  shall  receive  their  actual  ex- 
penses incurred  in  attending  the  meetings  of  the  board,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  interest  of  the  university  funi\  on  accounts  certified  by  them  respec- 
tively to  be  correct,  and  approved  by  the  governor." 

"Article  3692.  The  secretary  of  state  shall  forward  a  certificate  to 
each  director  within  ten  days  after  his  appointment  notifying  him  of  the 
fatct  of  such  appointment,  and  should  any  director  so  appointed  and  noti- 
fied, fail  for  ten  days  to  give  notice  to  the  governor  of  his  acceptance, 
his  appointment  shall  be  deemed  void,  and  his  place  filled  as  in  case  of 
vacancy. 

"Article  3692a.  There  shall  be  maintained  and  instructed  at  said  col- 
lege annually,  free  of  charge  to  them,  three  students  from  each  senato- 
rial district  in  this  State,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed  by  the  senator 
of  such  district,  and  the  other  two  by  the  representatives  thereof.  One- 
half  of  said  students  so  appointed  shall  be  compelled  to  take  an  agricul- 
tural, and  the  other  half  a  mechanical  course  of  study,  to  be  assigned 
thereto  by  the  president  of  said  college;  and  in  order  to  pay  their  ex- 
penses the  comptroller,  on  proper  vouchers  being  filed  in  his  office  by  the 
directors,  is  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  state  treasurer,  against 
any  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in 
conflict  with  the  foregoing  amendments  are  hereby  repealed." 

Sbo.  2.  The  fact  that  the  session  of  the  Legislajture  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  the  importance  of  this  measure  for  the  support  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas  creates  an 
imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  a  bill 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is 
so  enacted.  ^  . 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from 


CHAPTER  LXXIII.— An  act  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  title 
of  the  State  to  the  university  lands  lying  in  McLennan  and  Hill 
counties. 

Wherbas,  Certain  parties  have  disputed  the  title  of  the  State  to  cer- 
tain of  the  university  lands  lying  in  McLennan  and  Hill  counties,  and 
certain  suits  are  now  pending  in  regard  to  the  said  lands  in  the  district 
court  of  McLennan  county; 

And,  whereas,  there  is  no  provision  of  law  fixing  the  venue  of  suits 
involving  the  title  to  the  said  lands  in  any  court  holding  sessions  near 
the  seat  of  government;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  governor  and  the  attorney  general  are  hereby  authorized  to  em- 
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ploy  competent  counsel  to  defend  the  title  of  tb.e  State  to  the  university 
lands  lying  in  McLennan  and  Hill  counties,  an^i  to  bring  all  suits,  and 
use  such  other  means  as  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  the  State's  title  to 
said  lands. 

Sec  2.  The  sum  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the  interest 
of  the  university  fund  to  pay  attorneys'  fees,  and  other  necessary  ex- 
penses, in  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  owing  to  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  th^  session, 
and  there  being  no  law  in  force  regulating  this  subject,  there  exists  an 
imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  for  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act;  and  it  is  therefore  enacted 
that  this  act  go  into  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXIV.— An  act  to  establish  the  twelfth,  seventeenth, 
twentieth  and  thirty-third  judicial  districts,  and  to  prescribe  the  times 
of  holding  courts  in  said  districts,  and  in  the  thirtieth  district;  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  district  attorney  in  the  twentieth  and 
a  district  judge  in  the  thirty-third  judicial  districts,  and  to  provide  for 
holding  terms  of  the  district  court  in  certain  counties  now  unorganized. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  counties  of  Stephens',  Shackelford,  Mitchell,  Nolan,  Taylor, 
Callahan  and  Eastland  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  the 
twelfth  judicial  district. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  counties  of  Williamson,  Burnet,  Lampasas,  Coman- 
che, Brown,  Coleman  and  Runnels  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted 
the  seventeenth  judicial  district. 

Sec.  3.-  That  the  counties  of  Pecos,  Presidio  and  El  Paso  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  constituted  the  twentieth  judicial  district. 

Sec  4.  That  the  counties  of  San  Saba,  Llano,  Gillespie,  Kimble, 
Mason,  Menard,  McCulloch,  Concho  and  Tom  Green  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  constituted  the  thirty-third  judicial  district. 

Sec  5.-  That  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  in  the  twelfth  judicial 
district  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Stephens  dli  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb- 
hiary  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Shackelford  on  the  third  Mondays  in  February  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Mitchell  on  the 
fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and 
may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Nolan  on  the  sixth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Taylor  on  the  eighth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may 
continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Callahan  on  the  eleventh 
Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  September,  and  may 
•ontinue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Eastland  on  the  thirteenth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may 
continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec  6.  That  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  in  the  seventeenth  judi- 
cial district  as  follows:     In  the  county  of  Williamson  on  the  first  Mon- 


-\ 
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days  in  January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Comanche  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septemher,  and 
may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Brown  on  the  third  ' 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  atid  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Coleman  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Runnels  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Burnet  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Lampasas  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  district  courts  in  the  twentieth  judicial  district  shall 
be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Pecos  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Presidio  on  the  third  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  El  Paso  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed 
of;  provided,  that  it  shall  not  conflict  with  the  time  herein  fixed  for  hold- 
ing the  district  courts  in  Pecos  county. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  district  courts  in  the  thirtieth  judicial  district  shall 
be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Palo  Pinto  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Hood  on  the  third  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  aiid  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Somervell  on  the  fourth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  SeptemBer,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Erath  on  the  fifth  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  five  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Hamilton  on  the  tenth  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Coryell  on  the  thirteenth  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  district  courts  in  the  thirty-third  judicial  district 
shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  San  Saba  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  McCuUoch  on  the  third  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Concho  on  the 
fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may 
continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Tom  Green  on  the  fifth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Menard  on  the  seventh 
Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  March  and  September,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Kimble  on  the  ninth  Mon- 
day after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue 
in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Mason  on  the  eleventh  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continijie  in 
session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Gillespie -on  the  twelfth  Monday  af  tit 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session 
two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Llano  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until 
the  business  is  disposed  of.  .  y ..  . .,  ^.^    c!)^^ 
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Sec.  10.  That  all  process  heretofore  issued  or  served,  returnable  in 
any  of  the  counties  of  said  judicial  districts,  shall  be  considered  as  re- 
turnable at  the  times  herein  prescribed,  and  all  such  process  is  hereby 
legalized  and  validated. 

Sec.  11.  That  the  county  of  Fisher  shall  be  attached  to  the  county 
of  Nolan,  and  the  counties  of  Scurry,  Howard,  Borden,  Dawson  Martin, 
Afidrews  and  Gaines  to  the  county  of  Mitchell,  for  judicial  purJ)oses.  . 

Sec.  12.  That  immediately  upon  the  organization  of  any  of  the  un- 
organized counties  herein  mentioned,  the  district  judge  of  the  twelfth 
judicial  district  shall  fix  a  time  for  holding  two  terms  of  the  district  court 
in  such  county  or  counties,  for  each  year,  and  shall  thereafter  bold  said 
courts  at  the  time  as  fixed. 

Sec.  13.  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  governor 
shall  appoint  suitable  persons  as  judge  of  the  thirty-third  and  district 
attorney  for  the  twentieth  judicial  districts. 

Sec.  14.  That  the  district  judges  heretofore  elected  in  and  for  the 
twelfth,  seventeenth  and  twentieth  judicial  districts  shall  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  their  said  offices  respectively  of  the  twelfth,  seventeenth  and 
twentieth  judicial  districts,  as  described  by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  15.  That  the  district  attorneys  elect  now  exercising  the  functions 
of  their  offices  in  the  twelfth  and  seventeenth  judicial  districts  shall  be 
the  district  attorneys  of  the  twelfth  and  seventeenth  judicial  districts,  as 
prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act;  that  the  district  attorney  elect 
of  the  twentieth  judicial  district,  resident  in  the  county  of  Tom  Green, 
shall  be  the  district  attorney  of  the  thirty-third  judicial  district,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  confiict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  17.  That  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  exist 
for  holding  the  district  courts  in  said  judicial  districts,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act;  therefore  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be 
in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Sbc4  18.  That  the  large  amount  of  business  now  pending  before  this 
Legislature^  and  the  short  time  allotted  to  the  session,  and  the  short  time 
from  now  until  the  time  for  the  beginning  of  .the  courts,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  create  an  imperative  necessity,  which 
authorizes  the  rule  to  be  suspended  which  requires  the  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  it  is  therefore  suspended. 
Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881.  * 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXV.— An  act  to  establish  the  University  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  there  be  established  in  this  State,  at  such  locality  as  may  be  deter- 
mined by  a  vote  of  the  people,  an  institution  of  learning,  which  shall  be 
called  an4  known  as  the  University  of  Texas.  The  medical  department 
of  the  university  shall  be  located,  if  so  determined  by  a  vote  of  the  people 
at  a  different  point  from  the  university  proper,  and  as  a  branch  thereof; 
and  the  question  of  the  location  of  said  department  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  people  and  voted  on  separately  from  the  propositions  for  the  loca- 
tion of  the  main  university.     The  nominations  and  elections  for  the  loca- 
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tian  of  the  medical  department  shall  be  subject  to  the  other  provisions  of 
this  act,  with  respect  to  the  time  and  manner  of  determining  the  loca- 
tion of  the  university. 

Sec.  2.  An  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September, 
1881,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  University  of  Texas,'and  the  gov- 
ernor is  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  issue  his  proclamation  order- 
ing an  election  on  said  day  for  said  purpose,  and  returns  of  said  election 
shall  be  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  general  election  law. 

Sec.  3.  All  localities  put  in  nomination  for  the  location  of  the  univer- 
sity shall  be  forwarded  to  the  governor  at  least  forty  days  anterior*  to  the 
holding  of  said  election,  and  the  governor  shall  embrace  in  his  proclama- 
tion ordering  said  election,  the  names  of  said  localities;  provided^  that 
any  citizen  may  vote  for  any  locality  not  named  in  said  proclamation. 

Sec.  4.  The  locality  receiving  the  largest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
declared  elected,  and  the  university  shall  be  established  at  such  locality; 
provided^  that  the  vote  cast  for  said  locality  shall  amount  to  one-third  of 
the  votes  cast;  but  if  no  place  shall  receive  one-third  of  the  entire  vote 
cast,  another  election  shall  be  ordered  within  ninety  days  of  the  first 
election,  between  the  two  places  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes, 
and  the  one  receiving  the  highest  number  at  said  second  election  shall  be 
declared  to  be  selected  by  the  people  as  the  location  of  the  University 
of  Texas. 

Sec.  5.  The  government  of  the  university  shall  be  vested  in  a  board 
of  regents,  to  consist  of  eight  members  selected  from  different  portions  of 
the  state,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  and  appointed  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec:  6.  The  board  of  regents  shall  be  divided  into  classes,  numbered 
one,  two,  three  and  four,  as  determined  by  the  board  at  their  first  meet- 
ing; shall  hold  their  office  two,  four,  six  and  eight  years  respectively, 
from  the  time  of  their  appointment.  From  and  after  the  first  of  January, 
1883,  two  members  shall  be  appointed  at  each  session  of  the  Legislature 
to  supply  the  vacancies  made  by  the  provisions  of  this- section,  and  in  the 
manner  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  who  shall  hold  their  oflices 
foi  eight  years  respectively. 

Sec.  7.  The  regents  appointed  pursuant  to  the  fifth  section  of  this  act, 
and  their  successors  in  office,  shall  have  the  right  of  making  and  using  a 
common  seal  and  altering  the  same  at  pleasure. 

Sec  8.  The  regents  shall  organize  by  the  election  of  a  president  of 
the  board  of  regents,  from  their  own  number,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  board.  They  shall  establish  the  departments 
of  a  first-class  university,  determine  the  officers  and  professorships,  ap- 
point the  professors  (who  shall  constitute  the  faculty,  with  authority  to 
elect  their  own  chairman)  and  other  officers,  fix  their  respective  salaries, 
and  to  enact  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  successful  management  and  government  of  the  university;  provided^ 
that  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  university  shall  never  exceed  the 
interest  on  the  university  fund  and  land  sales  fund,  or  ever  become  a 
charge  on  the  general  revenue  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  The  immediate  government  of  the  several  departments 
shall  be  intrusted  to  their  respective  faculties,  subject  to  joint  supervision 
of  the  whole  faculty,  but  the  regents  shall  have  power  to  regulate  the 
courses  of  instruction,  and  prescribe,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
professors,  the  books  and  authorities  used  in  the  several  departments,  and 
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0  confer  such  degrees  and  to  grant  such  diplomas  as  are  usually  con- 
erred  and  granted  by  universities. 

Sec.  10.  The  regents  shall  have  power  to  remove  any  professor,  tutor 
)r  other  officer  connected  with  the  institution,  when,  in  their  judgment^ 
he  interest  of  the  university  shall  require  it. 

Sec.  11.  The  fee  of  admission  to  the  university  shall  never  exceed 
hirty  dollars,  and  it  shall  be  open  to  all  persons  in  the  State  who  may 
idsh  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages,  and  to  male  and  female  on 
iqual  terms,  without  charge  for  tuition,  under  the  regulations  prescribed 
)y  the  regents,  and  all  otners  under  such  regulations  as  the  board  of 
egepts  may  prescribe. 

Sec  12.  The  treasurer  of  the  State  shall  be  the  treasurer  of  the 
niversity. 

Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor,  within  thirty  days  after 
he  location  of  the  university  shall  have  been  determined,  to  convene  the 
►oard  of  regents  at  the  city  of  Austin  for  the  following  purposes: 

First. — To  effect  the  permanent  organization  of  said  board.  ' 

Second. — To  adopt  such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  their 
govern  raent. 

Sec.  14.  Meetings  of  the  board  shall  be  called  in  such  manner  and  at 
nch  place  as  the  regents  may  prescribe,  and  a  majority  of  them  so 
assembled  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and 

less  number  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time. 

Sec  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  regents,  after  the 
organization  of  the  board  of  regents,  to  meet  at  the  place  chosen  for  the 
liniversity  for  the  following  purposes: 

First. — To  establish  the  departments  of  the  university. 

Second. — To  define  the  general  plan  of  the  university  buildings. 

Third. — To  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications  of  the  same. 

Fourth. — To  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  for  the  cre- 
lation  of  professorships  and  the  election  of  professors. 

Fifth. — To  take  such  other  action  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  per- 
'ecting  the  organization  of  the  university. 

Sec  16.  After  the  plan  and  specifications  of  the  building  shall  have 
been  adopted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  regents  to  advertise 
for  bids  for  the  construction  of  the  same,  and  to  proceed  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable to  the  erection  of  the  same.  The  buildings  to  be  substantial  and 
handsome,  but  not  loaded  with  useless  and  expensive  ornamentation; 
provided,  that  the  cost  of  the  buildings  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  ($150,000)  dollars;  andy  provided  further,  that  said 
building  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  additions  thereto,  without 
marring  the  harmony  of  the  architecture. 

Sec  17.  The  regents  are  empowered,  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to 
purchase  the  necessary  furniture,  library,  apparatus,  museum  and  other 
appliances;  provided^  that  the  amount  expended  for  said  purposes  shall 
not  exceed  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  18.  The  regents  shall  have  authority  to  expend  the  interest 
which  has  heretofore  accrued,  and  may  hereafter  accrue,  on  the  perma- 
nent university  fund,  for  the  purposes  herein  specified,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  branches  of  the  university;  and  the  said  interest  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

Sec  19.  All  expenditures  shall  be  made  by  the  order  of  the  board  of 
regents,  and   the   same   shall  be  paid  on  warrants  of  the  comptroller, 
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based  on  vouchers  approved  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  tbe- 
secretary. 

Sec.  20.  No  religious  qualification  shall  be  required  for  admissioa 
to  any  office  or  privilege  in  the  university;  nor  shall  any  course  of 
instruction  of  a  sectarian  character  be  taught  therein. 

Sec.  21.  The  board  of  regents  shall  report  to  the  board  of  educatioa 
annually,  and  to  each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  condition  of' 
the  university,  setting  forth  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  the  number 
and  salary  of  the  faculty,  the  number  of  students,  classified  in  grades 
and  departments,  the  expenses  of  each  year,  itemized,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  and  faculty  fully  stated. 

Sec.  22.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  at  each  regular 
session,  a  board  of  visitors,  who  shall  attend  the  annual  examinations  of 
the  university  and  its  branches,  aad  report  to  the  Legislature  thereon. 

Sec.  23.  The  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  board  of  regency 
and  visitation,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  shall  be  paid  from  the 
available  university  fund. 

Sec.  24.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXVL— An  act  to  amend  article  4608,  title  94,  chapter  4, 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  to  provide  for  pre- 
venting certain  animals  from  running  at  large  in  counties  and  sub^ 
divisions. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  4608,  title  94,  chapter  4,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  4608.  If  no  owner  can  be  found  of  stock  so  impounded,  the 
taker-up  may,  after  the  expiration  of  ^\e  days,  make  affidavit  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  describing  the  stock  impounded  by 
him,  and  that  the  owner  is  unknown  to  affiant,  which  affidavit  shall  forth- 
with be  delivered  to  the  county  clerk  by  such  justice,  to  be  kept  in  hia 
office  for  inspection.  After  the  filing  of  such  affidavit  the  taker  up  may 
sell  such  stock,  as  in  case  where  the  owner  is  known,  and  if  anything 
remains  after  satisfying  his  fees  and  damages,  he  shall  report  the  sum 
under  oath  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  and  pay  the  same  over  to 
the  county  treasurer,  to  be  received  and  disbursed  by  him  as  in  case  of 
sales  of  estrays,  or,  the  taker-up  may,  at  his  option,  after  the  expiration 
of  five  days,  estray  such  stock  according  to  the  laws  regulating  estrays  m 
this  State," 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  there  is  an  imperative  public  necessity  existing  for 
a  change  in  the  law  upon  the  subject  of  hogs,  sheep  and  goats  runniug  at 
large  in  certain  counties  and  subdivisions  where  the  stock  law.  has  been 
voted,  when  the  owner  thereof  is  unknown,  thus  creating  an  emergency 
that  demands  that  the  constitutional  rule  which  requires  a  bill  to  be  reaa 
on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  accordingly  suspended,  and 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  31,  A.  D:  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage.  Digitized  by  CiOOglc 
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'  CHAPTER  LXXVII. — An  act  to  authorize  towns  and  villages  hereto- 
fore incorporated  by  the  Congress  of  the  Republic  or  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  to  amend  their  charters. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  thie  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
;  That  towns  and  villages  heretofore  incorported  by  the  Congress  of  the 
Republic  or  the  Legislature  of  the  State  may,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board 
of  aldermen  and  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  voters  at  an  election  held  there- 
for, amend  their  charters  in  any  particular  not  in  conflict  with  the  con- 
Btitution  of  the  State  or  the  Revised  Statutes.' 

Sec.  2.  In  order  to  amend  the  charter  of  any  town  or  village  it  shall 
be  necessary  before  said  amendment  shall  go  into  effect,  for  the  board  of 
alderm^  to  adopt  a  resolution  setting  forth  the  amendment,  and  a  certi- 
fied copy  of  the  same  shall  be  approved  by  the  attorney  general  and 
recorded  in  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  before  the  same  shall  take 
effect. 

Sec  3.  The  early  day  fixed  for  adjournment  creates  an  imperative 
public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  sus- 
pended. 

Approved"  March  31,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  aays  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXVIIL — An  act  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  propa- 
gation and  preservation  of  fish,  and  to  build  fish- ways  and  fish-ladders, 
and  to  authorize  the  governor  to  appoint  a  fish  commissioner,  and  to 
repeal  all  laws  in  conflict  herewith. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons,  firms  or  corporations,  who  have 
erected,  or  who  may  hereafter  erect,  any  mill  dam,  water-weir,  or  other 
obstructions  of  weirs,  on  streams  within  the  waters  of  this  State,  within 
six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  construct  and  keep  in  repair 
fish-ways  or  fish-ladders,  at  such  mill-dam,  water-weirs  or  obstructions,  so 
that  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  fish  may  ascend  above  such  dam,  weirs  or 
obstructions  to  deposit  their  spawn.  Any  firm,  corporation  or  person, 
owning  such  mill* dam  or  obstructions,  who  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  con- 
struct or  keep  in  repair  such  fish-ways  or  fish-ladders,  after  having  been 
notified  and  required  by  the  fish  commissioner  to  do  so,  shall  be  deemed 
'  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,^ and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  nor  less  than  twenty-five 
dollars,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  fish  commis- 
sioner, by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  be  a  person  well 
versed  in  ichthyology,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years, 
or  until  his  successor  in  office  shall  have  qualified,  who  shall  discharge  all 
the  duties  appertaining  to  bis  office,  and  therefor  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  said  office  the 
governor  shall  appoint  a  temporary  successor. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  mucb  thereof  as 
maybe  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  annually  appropriated,  from 
any  moneys  in  tne  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  used  by  the 
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fish  commisioner  of  the  state  for  the  preservation  and  distribution  of  said 
fish,  in  the  rivers,  rivulets,  creeks,  tanks,  ponds,  and  other  waters  in  the 
State  of  Texas;  the  expenditures  of  same  to  be  audited  and  paid  in  thesama 
manner  and  under  the  laws  governing  other  expenses  of  government  of 
the  State  of  Texas. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  said  fish  shall  be  distributed,  upon  requisitions  of 
the  commissioners'  courts  of  the  various  counties  of  this  State,  to  said 
counties,  in  such  numbers  as,  in  the  discretion  of  the  firsh  commissioner, 
is  just  and  eqmiahle ;  providedy  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  transporta- 
tion offish  distributed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  county  or  counties  reciving  the  same,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury;  andprovidedy  however,  that  any  individual  or  individuals  mak- 
ing requisitions  for  fish  through  their  respective  commissioners'  courts, 
for  private  use,  shall  bear  the  expense  of  transportation  from  the  place  of 
distribution  to  the  place  of  delivery. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  laws  an(d  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  That  whereas  the  season  for  the  young  spawn  being  now  at 
hand,  and  that  the  fish  commissioner  of  Texas  may  be  enabled  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  the  same  for  this  State,  for  distribution  this  year,  an  emergency 
exists  for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act,  and  public  necessity  impera- 
tively requires  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days,  it  is  so  enacted,  and  this  bill  to  go  into  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  .31,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXIX. — An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  State  government  for  the  years  beginning  March  1,  1881,  and 
ending  February  28,  1883. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  the  State  government  for  the 
years  beginning  March  1,  1881,  and  ending  February  28,  1883: 


EXECUTIVE    OFFICE 

• 

For  salary  of  governor 

"  private  secretary 

"  "        clerk 

telegraphing 

books  and  stationery 

postage L ^ 

porter  hire  executive  office ^.._ 

labor  to   keep  executive  mansion  and  grounds  in 

order,  and  other  contingent  expenses  for  same 

wood,  lights,  etc.,  executive  office 

ffas  for  mansion ^,--, 


YEARS  ENDING 

Fd>.  28, 1882 

Feb.  28, 1883 

$4,000 

$4,000 

1,1500 

1,500 

900 

900 

300 

300 

300 

300 

200 

200 

360 

360 

600 

500 

200 

200 

Cncm^ 

L           200 
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EXECUTIVE   OFFICE — CONTINUED. 

'or  the  payment  of  rewards  and  for  paying  attorneys 
for  prosecuting  offenders  against  the  laws  of 
this  State;  for  representing  the  State  in  civil 
cases,  and  for  pecessary  expenses  of  suits,  to 
be  under  th^  control  and  paid  upon  warrants 
issued  on  certificates  of  the  governor 

fnmiture  and  contingents  for  the  executive 
office .'.. 

keeping  governor's  mansion  in  repair 


Feb.    28,  1882.  Feb.   28,  1883. 


STATE   DEPARTMENT. 

'or  salary  of  secretary  of  state 

"  chief  clerk 

**  one  clerk 

"  one  clerk 

postage 

freight  and  express 

books  and  stationery 

lights 

wood 

fixing  file  and  book  room 

contingent  expenses 

printing  material  for  deaf  and  dumb  asylum. . . 

public  printing , 

advertising  constitutional  amendments  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  before  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary 

expert  and  clerk  printing  board 

porter  hire  state  department  and  department  of 
education 


TREASURY   DEPARTMENT. 

Per  salary  of  treasurer 

"  chief  clerk '..... 

"  one  additional  clerk 

"  bookkeeper 

"  two  additional  bookkeepers,  to  be  paid 

"  one-half  out  of  the  university  fund, 

and  one-h*alf  out  of  the  proceeds  of 

the  sales  of  the  common  school  lands. 

salary  of  night  watchman 

"  porter,  to  act  as  messenger  also .... 

books  and  stationery 

wood  and  lights ! 

postage 

contingent  fund 

shelves  and  preservation  of  papers 

iron  railing  for  protection  of  treasurer's  office . . 
to  pay  storage  on  bonds  of  the  State  on  deposit 

in  New  York,  and  expenses  of  transporting 

them  to  Texas 


TEARS    ENDING. 


120,000 


igitized  by  * 


100 


$20,000 


400 

500 

600 

2,000 

1,600 

1,200 

900 

2,000 

1,600 

1,200 

900 

1,200 

1,200 

200 

200 

400 

•  400 

26 

^  26 

100 

100 

300 

50 

60 

6,000 
20,000 

2<J,000 

20,000 

1,600 

1,600 

360 

360 

2,600 
1,800 

2,600 
1,800 

900 

900 

1,500 

1,600 

3,000 
900 

3,000 
900 

600 

600 

260 

260 

160 

160 

200 

200 

60 

60 

260 

260 

Gciogl 


e 
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f.:     .   .  ;  t^  COMPTEOLLEE'S   office. 

For^salary  of  comptroller 

"  chief  clerk 

"  correspondence  clerk 

"  one  auditing  clerk 

"  one  bookkeeper .' 

"  one  receiving  clerk 

"  one  deposit  warrant  clerk :  . . 

"  one  tax  clerk 

"  one  tax  sales  clerk. ...  * 

"  one  back  tax  clerk 

"  one  redemption  clerk 

"  one  examiiiing  clerk 

"  one  warrant  clerk 

"  eight  first  assistant  clerks 

salary  of  assistant  clerks  at  an  average  of  175  per 

month 

wood 

telegraphing,  postage  for  correspondence  and  as- 
sessment rolls 

contingent  expenses  and  repairs  on  building. . . 

books,  stationery  and  binding  rolls 

gorter  and  messenger  hire 


Fd>.  28,   1882.  Jfefe.    28,    1883. 


LUNATIC    ASYLUM. 


For  salary  of  superintendent 

"  ass'nt  superintendent  and  apothecary 

"  Stewart 

"  matron 

"  twelve  male  wards,  at  $20  per  month 

"  ten  female  wards 

"  ^ve  seamstresses 

"  five  laundresses 

"            one  night  watchman  and   one  night 
watchwoman 

"  one  gardener 

*'  one  scavenger 

"  one  chief  cook 

"  two  assistant  cooks .• 

"  one  carpenter 

"  one  baker 

"  two  farm  laborers 

medical  stores 

dry  goods,  bedding  and  clothing.   

groceries,  provisions  and  wood 

forage 

repairs 

transportation  of  patients 

miscellaneous  purposes 

additional  buildings. 

sewerage 


YEARS  ENDING. 


$2,500 
1,800 
1,500 

.  l,50p 
1,500 
1,500 
1,200 
1,500 
1,500 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,500 
9,600 

12,600 
250 

2,500 
500 

2,000 
400 


2,000 
1,500 
900 
400 
2,880 
2,400 
1,200 
1,200 

600 

360 

200 

360 

480 

360 

480 

400 

1,000 

6,000 

27,500 

500 

1,500 

2,000 

600 


Digitizsd  by 


»'«?,«5k 


General  Laws  of  Texas.     Ch.  79. 


87 


LUNATIC  ASYLUM CONTINUED. 


and 


For  water  works  and  heating  apparatus  for  old 

new  buildings 

8upp/)rt  of  increased  inmates  for  the  years   1882 
and  1883 

additional  employes 

fuaniture  for  buildings 


YEARS  ENDING 


$30,000 

5,000 
2,000 
5,000 


Fe6.  28,  1883. 


$10,000 
3,000 


All  moneys  arising  from  the  board  and  treatment  of  non -indigent 
patients  of  this  department  to  be  applied  in  part  toward  this  appropria-  * 
tion,  and  the  said  moneys  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  state  treasurer  monthly. 


GENERAL  LAND    OFFICE. 


For  salary  of  commissioner. 
"  chief  clerk. . . 


"  Spanish  clerk 

**  receiving  clerk.  I 

"         .     examining  clerk 

"  calculator 

"  .  first  assistant  clerk 

"  two  filing  clerks — one   at  $1,100,  and 

one  at  $900 

"  two  corresponding  clerks 

"  prinicipal  patent  clerk 

"  fourteen  assistants   at  not   more  than 

$75  per  month 

"  chief  draughtsman 

"  four  compiling  draughtsmen 

"  eight  assistant  draughtsmen 

"  one  abstract  clerk 

"  one  night  watchman   

**  one  porter 

stationery,  boQks  and  furniture 

■  postage 

wood   

contingent  expenses 

lithographic  maps 

repairs  on  buildings , 


i  For 


bl'ind  asylum. 

salary  of  superintendent 

"  school,  music  and  shop  teachers . . 

"  'matron  and  nurse 

"  assistant  matron  and  nurse 

"  teacher  of  sewing  and  seamstress . 

"  oculist 

"  cook  and  assistants 

".  three  .laundresses 

groceries,  provisions  and  miscellaneous 

repair  fund 

four  pianos  and  two  organs 

one  range  for- kitchen 


$2,500 

$2,500 

2,000 

2,000 

1,500 

1,500 

1,700 

1,700 

1,500 

1,500 

1,200 

1,200 

1,300 

1,300 

2,000 

2,000 

2,200 

2,200 

1,100 

1,100 

12,600 

12,600 

1,800 

1,800 

6,000 

6,000 

9,600 

9,600 

1,200 

1,200 

500 

500 

360 

360 

3,000 

3,000 

750 

750 

250 

260 

100 

100 

2,000 

1,000 

2,000 

2,000 

5,000 

6,000 

400 

400 

300 

300 

300 

300 

600 

600 

400 

400 

450 

450 

14,000 

14,000 

1,500 

1,500 

1,200 

300 

300 
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KKDTSa 

BLIKB   ASYLUM — CONTINUEb. 

FA  2S,  1882. 

Fd>.  28, 1883. 

For  bookkeeoer  and  steward 

$500 

2,000 

25,000 

3,000 

40,000 
35,000 

500 
500 

40,000 
20,000 

16,000 

2,000 

1,000 

600 

2,400 

500 

360 

300 

360 

450 

420 

180 

120 

500 

14,000 

1,500 

4,500 

$50<^ 

new  f arniture  and  beddincr 

erection  of  new  buildings  and  repair  of  old  ones, 
furniture  for  old  and  new  buildincrs 

PKNITBNTIARY. 

For  carrvinfiT  nrisoners 

40,000 

oompleting  improvements  at  Rusk  penitentiary, 
water  sudd^v.  drainai^e  and  heatin^r 

The  improvement  and  security  of  the  State  peni- 
tentiaries, which  amounts  shal^   be  expended 
under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  State 
penitentiarv  board  the  proceeds  of  the  present 
i^ase,  which  expires  January  1, 1883. 

librarv  at  Rusk 

"        Huntsville         

To  enable  the  governor  to  carry  on  and  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  penitentiaries,  should  the  State  re- 
sume control  of  the  same,  but  the  appropriation 
to  be  used  in  no  other  event # 

QUABANTINE. 

For  pay  of  health  officers  and  for  expenses  incurred 
V      under  quarantine  laws  of  this  State 

20,000 

^    construction  and  repairs  of  quarantine  stations  at 
east  end  of  Galveston  island,  Brazos  Santiago, 
Aransas  Pass  and  Pass  Cavallo,  Orange,  Sa- 
bine Pass,  and   such  other  points  as  may  be 
found  necessarv 

DBAF   AND   DUMB   ASYLUM 

1          ^                                                   ' 

For  nav  of  sunerintendent '. 

2,000 

"          principal  *       , 

1,000 

**          school  teacher , 

600 

'^          five  additional  teachers  at  $40  per  month . 
**          secretary  and  steward 

2,400 
500 

**          matron 

360 

**          assistant  matron,  etc 

30C 

**          ni^ht  watchman 

360 

**          three  washers  and  ironers 

4'50 

**          two  cooks 

420 

**          gardener  and  farmer 

180 

**          monitor  for  boys < . 

120 

**           Ttnrchasin?  books 

5O0 

'^          supplies  and  miscellaneous  purposes 

"          for  furnishing   bedding,   stoves,  farming 
implements,  etc ! 

14,000 
1,500 

"          completion  of  brick  edifice  and  repairing 
buildings 

"          new  furniture .... 

-^^ 
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ATTOBNEY    GBNEKAL'S   OFFICE. 

For  salary  of  attorney  general 

*'  assistant  attorney  general  and  traveling 
expenses,  etc 

"  chief  clerk 

"  assistant  clerk ! 

stationery 

postage 

contingent  expenses  and  repairing  room 

purchasing  safe  for  office 

purchasing  law  books  and  current  law  literature. 

wood  and  light 

furniture  for  office 

fees  in  felony  cases 

new  floor 

one  porter  for  attorney   general,  and   adjutant 

general's  office,  and   insurance,  statistics  and 

history 

ADJUTANT   general's   OFFICE. 

for  salary  of  adptant  general 

"  chief  clerk 

stationery,  postage  and  telegraph 

fuel  and  contingent  expenses 

handling  and  transportation  of   arms,  ammuni- 

nition,  etc 

repairs  arms,  ammunition ! 

making  fence  around  arsenal 

the  protection  of  the  frontier  and  the  suppression 

of  lawlessness  and  crime,  to  be  expended  under 

the  direction  of  the  governor 

JUDICIAKY   DEPARTMENT. 

For  salary  of  three  judges  of  supreme  court 

pay  of  sheriffs  or  bailiffs  for  attendance.    .... 

books  and  stationery,  supreme  court 

repairing,  carpeting  and  furniture  of  supreme 
court  rooms 

postage  and  contingent  expenses 

purchase  of  law  books  for  supreme  court  library 

porter  hire , 

payment  of  fees  and  costs  of  sheriffs,  clerks,  dis- 
trict and  county  attorneys  in  felony  cases  .... 

publishing  supreme  court  reports 

publishing  court  of  appeals  reports 

iibrarian  of  supren  e  court  at  Tyler,  to  be  ap 
pointed  by  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court^  and  to  be  under  his  control;  and  said 
lihrat^isLU  shall  keep  open  said  library  from  9  a, 
m.  to  5  p.  m.  of  each  day  except  Sundays,  and 
i^hea  supreme  court  is  in  session  shall  keep 
open   from  7  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m '  ' 


TEARS  ENDING. 


J^b.  28, 1882.  Feb,  28,  1883' 


•2,000 

3,000 

1,800 

1,000 

200 

300 

100 

200 

1,000 

100 

600 

1,600 

60 


360 


2,000 

1,200 

200 

100 

600 
160 
100 


80,000 


10,660 
300 
600 

811 

500 

1,000 

270 

210,000 
6,000 
6,000 


,ed  by  > 


12,000 

3,000 

1,800 

1,000 

200 

300 

100 

100 
100 

1,600 


360 


2,000 

1,200 

200 

100 

600 
160 


60,000 


10,660 
300 
600 


600 

1,000 

270 

210,000 
6,000 
6,000 


le 


300 


9a 
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JUDICIARY   DEPARTMENT — CONTINUED. 


For  librarian  supreme  court  at  Galveston 

fuel  and  light  for  supreme  court 

repairing,  carpeting  and  furniture  of  court  of  ap 
peals  rooms 

fuel  and  lights  for  court  of  appeals 

postage  and  contingent  expenses  of  court  of  ap 
peals 

salary  of  three  judges  of  court  of* appeals 

pay  of  sheriffs  or  bailiffs  attendance  on  court  of 
appeals 

pay  of  clerks'  fees,  criminal  costs  in  court  of  ap- 
peals  

porter  hire,  court  of  appeals ' 

books,  stationery  and  furniture,  court  of  appeals 

pay  of  thirty-eigh't  district  judges 

salary  of  judge  of  criminal  district  court,  Galves- 
ton and  Houston 

salary  of  district  attorneys 

"  district   attorney   of    criminal   district 

courts,  Galveston  and  Harris  counties 

"  of  special  district  judges 

"  of  commissioners  of  appeals 

blank  kooks  and  stationery  for  commissioners  of 
appeals 

furniture  for  commissioners  of  appeals 

postage  and  contingent  expenses 

fuel  and  lights 

porter  hire 

librarian  of  supreme  court  at  Austin,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  to  be  under  his  control 

repairs  to  the  roof  of  the  supreme  court  building 
at  Austin '. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  INSURANCE,  ETC. 

For  salary  of  commissioner 

"  one  clerk,  to  be  state  librarian 

stationery,  postage,  printing,  fuel,  lights,  pur 
chasing,  binding,  and  express  charges  on  books 
for  public  library,  and  for  office  furniture  and 
express  for  procuring  historical  archives 

subscription  for  newspapers  for  public  library.  . . 

the  dissemination  of  statistical  information  in  the 
various  States  and  in  foreign  countries  in  re- 
gard to  climate,  soil  and  resources  of  Texas, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  gov- 
ernor, secretary  of  state,  secretary  of  board  of 
education  and  commissioner  of  insurance,  sta 
tistics  and  history 

labor  upon  public  grounds  and  taking  care  of  pub 
*-  lie  buildings  and  shrubbery  within  the  enclosure 


TEARS  ENDING. 


Feb.  28,  1882.  Feb.  28, 


$300 
500 

800 
500 

500 
10,650 

300 

4,000 

210 

900 

95,000 

2,500 
10,000 

•   500 

5,000 

10,650 

400 
400 
300 
250 
180 


300 
50 


2,000 
1,000 


500 
100 


5,600 

^6bop 


$300 
50C 


500 

500 
l0,650 

300 

4,000 

270 

900 

95,000 

2,500 
10,000, 

500 

5,000 

10,650 

400 

300 
250 
180 


300 


2,000 
1,000 


500 
100 


5,600 
600 
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TBAR8  ENDING 

DEPAETMENT  of   insurance,  etc. — CONTINUED.       . 

Feb.  28, 1882. 

Fob.  28,  1883. 

For  new.  fence  and  gates  to  State  (jemetery,  for  put- 
ting cemetery  grounds  in  order,  and  for  pur- 
chase of  shrubbery 

$2,500 
500 

keeping  State  cenaetery  in  order,  purchasing  and 
setting  out  shrubbery 

$500 

2,000 


18,000 
2,000 


6,000 


2,000 


2,000 


18,000 
2,000 


6,000 


EDUCATIONAL   DEPARTMENT. 

For  salary  of  secretary  of  board  of  education,  to  be 

appropriated  out  of  the  available  school  fund . . 
support  of  Sam  Houston  Normal  Institute  for  the 

years  ending  August  31,  1882,  to  August  31, 

1883,  out  of  the  availably  school  fund 

roofing  anew  the  building  (Sam  Houston  Normal 

Institute),  out  of  the  availalple  school  fund 

support  of  Prairie  View  Normal  Institute  for  the 

years  ending  August  31,  1882,  to  August  31, 

1883,  out  of  the  university  fund 

repairs  of  buildings,  purchase  library,  two  mules, 

a  wagon,  and  for  miscellaneous  property  for 

use  of  Prairie  View  Normal  Institute,  out  of 

university  fund*. 

Ftovidedy  that  in  the  qualifications  of  students  for 
admission  into  said  schools  a  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
grammar  and  Algebra  shall  not  be  required. 
For  the  purpose  of  maintaining,  supporting,  and  in- 
structing, free  of  charge,  at  the  Agrictfltural 

and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas,  one  student 

for  each  representative  in  each  representative 

district  in  the  State,  one-half  of  whom  shall 

take  an  agricultural  and  the  other  half  a  me- 
chanical course,  out  of  the  university  fund .... 
For  the  support  of  the  public  free  schools  for  the  year  ending  August 
31,  1882  and  1883,  one-fourth  of  all  the  general  revenue  that  may  be  col- 
lected, exclusive  of  the  cost  of  collection;  all  the  annual  poll  tax  levied 
for  school  purposes,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  collection;  and  all  the  inter- 
est on  the  permanent  school  fund,  including  bonds  and  other  interest- 
beaiing  indebtedness  now  or  hereafter  belonging  to  said  permanent 
school  fund,  less  the  amount  of  the  foregoing  four  appropriations  out 
of  the  available  school  fund. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

For  payment  of  interest  on  public  debt 

sinking  fund 

compensation  of  superintendents  and  the  build 

ing  commissioners,  and  for  contingent  expenses 

in  disposing  of  capitol  reservation  lands,  and 

for  removing  obstructions  and    building    the 

new  capitol,  the  amount  of  each  expenditure  to 

be  determined  by  the  governor,  and  paid  on 

his  order,  to  be -reimbursed  to  general  revenue 

out  of  sales  of  capitol  lands,  each  amount  to 

be  irrespective  of  former  enactments 


7,500 


7,500 


$300,000 
100,000 


io,< 


$300,000 
100,000 


C^ooQle. 

>,000^oi0,< 


000 
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MISCELLANEOUS CONTIN  UBD. 

For  the  purchase  and  retirement  of  outstanding  bonds 
of   the  State,  and   not   to  be   used   until   all 
amounts,  other  than  this  named  in  this  and 
other  appropriation  bills,  have  been  set  aside 
from  the  general  fund  in  the  state  treasury  . . 
This  amount  to  be  drawn  from  the  state  treasury 
by  the  treasurer,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
governor  and  comptroller,  in  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  from  time  to  time  to  carry  into  effect  the 
purposes  of  an  act  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  purchase  and  retirement  of  out- 
standing State  bonds. 

For  water  supply  for  capitol  grounds,  executive  man- 
sion and  land  office  for  fire  and  other  purposes 
furnishing  weights  and  measures  for  the  differ- 
ent counties  of  this  State 


TBABS   ENDING 


Feb.  28,  1882.  Fab.  28,  1883. 


1,000,000 


1,000,000 


900 
5,000 


900 


Sec.  2.  That  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session,  and  the 
fact  that  the  State  government  is  without  any  appropriation  for  its  sup- 
port, creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  1,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXX. — An  act  supplementary  to  and  amendatory  of  *'  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  deficiencies  beginnig  March  1,  1879, 
and  ending  February  28,  1881,  and  for  previous  years,"  passed 
March  24,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  deficiencies,  be- 
ginning March  1,  1879,  and  ending  February  28, 1881^"  and  passed  March 
24,  1881,  be  so  amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe  necessary,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  deficiencies  incurred  in  the  support  of 
the  State  government,  for  the  period  of  time  beginning  March  1,  1879, 
and  ending  February  28,  1881,  and  for  previous  years: 

JUDICIABY. 

To  pay  costs  due  sheriffs,  clerks  and  attorneys  for  the  year 

ending  February  29,  1880 128,145  67 

To  pay  costs  due  sheriffs,  clerks  and  attorneys  for  the  year 

ending  February  28,  1881 10,000  00 

To  pay  salaries  of  specJial  judges  for  both  years 607  87 

To  pay  clerk's  fees  in  felony  cases  in  appellate  court 2,730  00 

To  pay  for  stationery  for  appellate  court 28  75 

To  pay  extradition  expenses  for  1878 244  50 

To  pay  rewards,  etc.,  for  year  ending  February  28^  1879^and 

previous  years ...?..' . ,  T.  T^  4,000  00 
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quarantine. 
To  pay  salaries  and  expeoses  of  quarantine  oflScers,  for  year 

ending  February  29,  1880.  .\ $6,735  21 

To  pay  for  building  quarantine  stations 2,845  05 

To  pay  salaries  and  expenses  of  quarantine  for  the  year  end- 
ing February  28,  1881 2,584  30 

INSTITUTION   FOR   THE   DEAF    AND   DUMB. 

To  pay  for  groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  for  both   years ....     3,527  00 

INSTITUTION   FOR   THE   BLIND. 

To  pay  for  groceries,  provisions,  etc.,  for  both   years 1,200  00 

PENITENTIARIES. 

To  pay  for  conveying  prisoners  to  penitentiary  for  both  years  13,938  40 

AGRICULTURAL    AND   MECHANICAL   COLLEGE. 

To  pay  H.  C.  Edrington  for  moneys  advanced  to  the  Agricul- 
tural and  Mechanical  College , 4,987  44 

^IISCELLANEOUS. 

To  pay  J.  G.  Hamilton  for, carrying  a  prEsoner  charged  with 
felony,  adjudged  insane,  to  lunatic  asylum,  from  Delta 
county,  in   1874 162  50 

To  pay  school  superintendents  and  directors  for  the  year  be- 
ginning September  1,  1875,  arid  ending  August  31,  1876. . .   45,000  00 

To  pay  teachers  and  inspectors  of  public  free  schools,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  prior  to  July  1,  1873,  said  claim  to  be  audit- 
ed by  the  comptroller  in  accordance  with  the  laws  under 
which  said  services  were  rendered,  and  acts  on  the  subject, 
approved  respectively  on  April  27,  1874,  and  July  6,  1876, 
the  said  comptroller  to  determine  in  all  cases  from  informa- 
tion he  may  regard  reliable,  if  said  claims  are  honest  and 
proper  ones,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  proved  up  or  es- 
tablished as  provided  for  in  said  acts,  and  this  appropriation 
to  include  the  $30,000  appropriated  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Sixteenth  Legislature,  $75,000;  and  the  comptroller  shall 
have  power  to  reject  all  such  claims  as  he  may  find  fraudu- 
lent, and  said  rejection  shall  forever  bar  the  same.  Should 
this  amount  be  found  insuflicient  to  pay  the  claims  audited 
by  the  comptroller,  he  shall  pro  rate  the  same  among  such 
audited  claims;  provided,  that  no  claims  not  heretofore  es- 
tablished or  proved  up  under  the  laws  under  which  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered,  or  under  one  of  said  acts,  shall  be  au- 
dited hereunder;  and  no  claim  shall  be  audited,  unless  the 
same  is  filed  in  the  comptroller's  office  within  ninety  days 
from  the  passage  of  this  act.  All  claims  not  so  filed  within 
ninety  days  shall  be  forever  barred. 

To  pay  Tobin  Bros.'  bill  of  J.  W.  Van  Dyke,  for  material  and 
labor  on  public  building  in   1877 139  50 

To  pay  Levi  Ferryman  for  conveying  three  prisoners  while 
sheriff  of  Montague  county,  viz:  Robert  Simmons,  George 
Taylor  and  G.  W.  Hargraves,  convicted  of  felony,  from 
Montague  county,  Texas,  to  the  State  penitentiary  at  Hunts- 
ville,  in  Jnly,  1879 369  00 

To  pay  Brush  &  White,  and  William  Raatz,  for  material  fur- 
nished to  build  green  house  on  capitol  grounds $247  27 

To  pay  debts  of  second  class  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas . .     3,000  00 
Sec.    2.     Whereas,  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
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Legislature  creates  an  imperative  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rale 
requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  both  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  on  three  several  days  prior  to  its  passage,  be  suspended,  and 
the  fact  that  the  general  deficiency  bill,  of  which  this  Is  amendatory  of, 
and  supplementary  to,  hais  passed  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  but 
without  the  requisite  two- thirds  majority,  so  as  to  give  it  immediate  ef- 
fect, and  the  fact  that. there  is  ample  money  in  the  State  treasury  to  pay 
olf  and  discharge  said  deficiencies,  and  there  being  no  reason  why  the 
State  creditors  should  be  further  postponed  for  ninety  days,  creates  an 
emergency  that  requires  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  therefore  enacted  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  act  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  1,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


'  CHAPTER  LXXXI. — An  act  to  amend  section  five  of  an  act  entitled 
"  an  act  to  establish  the  University  of  Texas,"  passed  at  the  present 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  5  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  University  of 
Texas,"  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  be  so  amended 
as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Section  5.  The  governmet  of  the  University  shall  be  vested  in  a  , 
board  of  regents  to  consist  of  eight  members,  selected  from  different  por- 
tions of  the  State,  who  shall  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  and  appointed 
by  and  with  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  should  a  vacancy  occur 
by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  any  of  the  regents,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  at  a  time  when  the  Legislature  is  not  in  session, 
the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  meeting  of 
the  next  succeeding  Legislature." 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  creates  an  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills. to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended;  and  for  the  reason 
that  the  act  establishiqg  the  University  of  Texas  will  not  go  into  effect 
until  after  the  adjournment  of  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  thereby 
preventing  the  confirmation  by  the  present  Senate  of  a  board  of  re- 
gents, there  exists  an  imperative- public  necessity  that  this  act  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  1,  A.  D.  1881. 

TaKes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXn. — An  act  to  regulate  the  appointment  and  define 
the  duties  of  notaries  public,  to  require  them  to  procure  and  use  legal 
seals,  and  to  punish  them  for  failing  to  do  so. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  a  convenient  number  of  notaries 
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public  for  each  county  in  this  State,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  two  years;  provided^ 
the  term  of  office  of  all  notaries  now  holding  shall  expire  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  1881,  and  that  notaries  public  appointed  during  the  present  and 
all  regular  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
two  years  from  the  first  day  of  June  of  the  year  in  which  said  appoint- 
ment was  made. 

Sec.  2.  Every  person  who  may  be  appointed  a  notary  public,  before 
he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  execute  Bt  bond  with  two  or  more 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  of  his  county,  payable  to  the  governor  and  his  successors  in  office, 
in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  his  office;  and  shall  also  take  and  subscribe  the 
oath  of  office  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  which  shall  be  endorsed  on 
said  bond,  with  the  certificate  of  the  officer  administering  the  same;  said 
bond  shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  and 
deposited  in  said^  office,  and  shall  not  be  void  on  the  fitst  recovery,  and 
may  be  sued  on  in  the  name  of  any  party  injured  from  time  to  time  until 
the  whole  amount  thereof  has  been  recovered. 

Sec.  3.  Every  notary  public,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any  wilful  neglect 
of  duty  or  malfeasance  in  office,  may  be  removed  from  office  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  Whenever  any  notary  public  shall  remove  permanently  from 
the  county  for  which  he  was  appointed,  or  an  ex-officio  notary  public 
from  his  precinct,  his  office  shall  thereupon  be  deemed  vacant. 

Sec.  5.  Every  notary  public  shall  provide  a  seal  of  office,  whereon 
shall   be  engraved  in  the  centre  a  star  of  five  points,  and  the  words 

"Notary  public,  county  of  ; ,  Texas,"  around  the  margin 

(the  blank  to  be  filled  with  the  name  of  the  county  for  which  the  officer 
is  appointed),  and  he  shall  authenticate  all  his  official  acts  therewith;  and 
any  notary  public  or  other  officer  required  by  law  to  keep  and  use  a  seal, 
who  shall,  after  the  first  of  June,  1881,  use  in  attesting  any  instrument, 
any  seal,  not  such  as  is  required  by  law  to  keep  and  use  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  deliver  to  the  county  clerk  of  his  county 
his  seal,  record  books  and  all  public  papers  pertaining  to  his  office,  or  any 
of  them,  in  case  of  his  resignation  or  removal  from  the  county,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars;  provided,  that  such  notary 
public  shall  have  the  right  to  sell  his  seal  to  any  qualified  notary  public 
of  his  county. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  the  office  of  notary  public  shall  be  vacated  by 
resignation,  removal  or  death,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  of 
the  cojinty  where  said  notary  resides  to  obtain  and  deposit  in  his  office 
the  seal,  record  books,  and  all  public  papers  belonging  in  the  office  of 
said  notary;  provided,  that  the  seal  of  any  notary  vacating  his  office 
may  be  sold  by  the  owner  thereof  to  any  qualified  notary  public  in  the 
county. 

Sec.  v.  Notaries  public  may  take  acknowledgments  or  proof  of  all 
instruments  of  writing  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  to  entitle  them  to 
registration,  and  give  certificates  of  all  such  acknowledgments  and  proofs 
under  their  band  and  official  sdals;  they  may  take  the  examination  and 
acknowledgments  of  married  women  to  all  deeds  and  instruments  of 
writing,  conveying  or  charging  their  separate  property,  or  their  interest 
in  the  homestead,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  / 
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Sec.  8.  Every  notary  public  shall  have  power  to  administer  oaths 
and  give  certificates  thereof  under  his  hand  and  official  seal.  He  may 
take  the  proof  or  acknowledgments  or  all  instruments  of  writing  re- 
lating to  commerce  and  navigation,  and  also  letters  of  attorney  and.other 
instruments  of  writing,  make  declarations,  and  protest,  and  certify  under 
his  hand  and  seal  the  truth  of  the  matters  or  things  done  bv  virtue  of 
his  office. 

Sec.  9.  Every  notary  public  shall  procure  and  keep  a  well  bonnd 
book,  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  date  of  all  instruments  acknowledged 
befor^  him,  the  date  of  such  acknowledgments,  the  name  of  the  grantor 
or  maker,  the  place  of  his  residence,  or  alleged  residence,  whether  per- 
sonally known  or  introduced,  and  if  introduced,  the  name  and  residence, 
or  alleged  residence,  of  the  party  introducing  him;  if  the  instrument  be 
proved  by  a  witness,  the  residence  of  such  witness,  whether  such  wit- 
ness is  personally  known  to  him  or  introduced;  if  introduced,  the  name 
and  residence  of  the  party  introducing  him;  the  name  and  residence  of 
the  grantee;  if  land  is  conveyed  or  charged  by  such  instrument,  the 
name  of  the  original  grantee  thereof  shall  be  kept,  and  the  county  where 
tfce  land  is  situated.  The  book  herein  required  to  be  kept,  and  the  state- 
ments herein  required  to  be  entered,  shall  be  an  original  public  record, 
and  the  same  shall  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  citizen  at  all  reasonable 
times;  and  such  notary  public  shall  give  a  certified  copy  of  iany  record 
in  his  office  to  any  person  applying  therefor  on  payment  of  all  fees 
thereon. 

Sec.  10.  Notaries  public  shall  have  power  to  take  the  depositions  of 
witnesses  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law;  to  attest  the  oath  of  any 
person  to  a  petition  or  answer  in  any  suit,  and  the  same,  when  so  attested, 
shall  be  valid  in  all  the  courts  of  this  Slate. 

Sec.  11.  Copies  of  all  records,  declarations,  protests  and  other  official 
iacts  of  notaries  public,  may  be  certified  by  the  county  clerk  with  whom 
they  are  deposited,  and  shall  Have  the  same  authority  as.  if  certified  by 
the  notary  by  whom  they  were  originally  made. 

Sec.  12.  When  notaries  public  have  been  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  shall  have  qualified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state  to 
furnish  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  courts  a  printed  list  of  all  notaries 
public  so  appointed  and  qualified,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  clerks 
to  preserve  said  list  for  public  inspection,  and  post  a  copy  thereof  on  the 
court  house  door. 

Sec.  13.  When  a  notary  is  appointed,  the  secretary  of  state  shall  for- 
ward the  commission  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
where  the  party  residegf,  and  the  said  clerk  shall  immediately  notify  said 
party  to  appear  before  him  within  ten  days,  pay  for  his  commission  and 
qualify  according  to  law;  provided,  that  if  said  party  be  absent  ffom  the 
county,  or  sick,  at  the  time  of  reception  of  said  commission  by  the  clerk, 
then  he  shall  have  ten  days  from  his  return  to  said  county  in  which  to 
appear  and  qualify. 

Sec.  14.  The  clerk  receiving  the  commission  shall  indorse  thereon 
the  day  on  which  notice  was  given,  and  if  the  party  pay  the  State  fee  for 
commission  and  qualify  according  to  law,  the  said  clerk  shall  notify  the 
secretary  of  state  of  his  qualification,  giving  date  of  same,  and  remit 
the  fee  to  said  officer;  but  if  the  party  fails  to  qualify  and  pay  the  fee 
within  the  limited  time,  the  appointment  shall  be  void  and  the  clerk  shall 
certify  on  the  back  of  the  commission  that  the  party  has  failed  to  qualify 
and  return  it  to  the  secretary  of  State.  .  y  .  ..y  ^^^^.^ 
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Sec.  15.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  16.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legi8lata^ey  and  the  importance  of  the  early  appointment  of  the  notaries 
public,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  for  the 
suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  all  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  it  is  hereby  suspended,  and  that  the  same  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  1,  A.  D.  1881. 

Take8  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  TiXXXm.— An  act  to  amend  title  34  of  the  Revised  Civil, 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  by  adding  articles  lQQ5a  and  16656, 
and  to  amend  articles  1689  and  1702  of  the  election  laws  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  to  provide  for  creating  election  precincts  in  unorganized 
counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  title  34  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  be 
amended  by  adding  articles  1665a  and  16656,  and  by  amending  articles 
1689  and  1702,  so  that  the  same  shall  read  as  follows:  Jk 

"Article  1665a.  Each  unorganized  county  in  the  State  of  Texas  shall 
constitute  an  election  precinct,  and  the  commissioners'  court  of  a  county 
to  which  an  unorganized  county  is  attached  for  judicial  purposes  shall, 
by  an  order  duly  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the  commissioners'  court, 
designate  one  place  within  each  unorganized  county,  at  which  all  elec- 
tions in  such  unorganized  county  shall  be  held. 

"Article  1665^.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners'  court  to 
which  any  unorganized  county  is  attached  for  judicial  purposes  to  ap- 
point some  suitable  person  in  each  of  such  unorganized  counties,  to  serve 
as  a  presiding  officer  of  elections  in  said  unorganized  county,  which  ap- 
pointment shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  appointment  of 
presiding  officers  in  election  precincts  in  organized  counties." 

"Article  1689.  All  voters  in  any  county  shall  vote  in  the  election 
precinct  in  which  they  reside." 

"Article  1702.  Immediately  after  counting  the  votes,  by  the  man- 
agers of  election,  the  presiding  officer  shall  place  all  the  ballots  voted, 
together  with  one  poll  list  and  one  tally  list,  into  a  wooden  or  metallic 
box,  and  shall  securely  fasten  the  box  with  nails,  screws  or  locks,  and  he 
shall,  within  ten  days  after  the  election,  Sundays  and  the  days  of  election 
excluded,  deliver  said  box  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  his  county, 
or  to  the  county  to  which  the  unorganized  county  is  attached  for  judicial 
purposes,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  the  same  securely;  and  in  the 
event  of  any  contest  growing  out  of  elections  within  one  year  thereafter, 
he  shall  deliver  said  ballot  box  to  any  competent  officer  having  a  process 
therefor,  from  any  tribunal  or  authority  authorized  by  law  to  demand 
such  ballot  box;  provided^  that  all  questions  arising  at  any  election 
board  shall  be  settled  and  determined  by  the  presiding  officer  and  the 
judges,  anything  in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.     The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  bills  'to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it 
is  so  suspended. 
•     Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881.  ^^^  ^     ^  ^  ^    c3^^ 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXIV.-— An  act  to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  unpaid  baU 
ance  of  salary  is  due  Gustaye  Cook,  as  judge  of  the  criminal  district 
court  of  Galveston  and  Harris  counties,  and  William  Steele,  late 
adjutant-general  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  making  an  appropriation 
therefor. 

Section*!.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
In  order  to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  amount  of  unpaid  salary  is  due  Gus- 
tave  Cook,  of  Harris  county,  as  judge  of  the  criminal  district  court  of 
Galveston  and  Harris  counties,  and  William  Steele,  adjutant-general  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  they  are  authorized,  at  their  own  expense,  without  cost 
to  the  State,  to  institute  suit  against  the  State  of  Texas  in  the  district 
court  of  Travis  county,  which  may  be  tried  at  tjiis  present  or  the  next 
term  thereof,  after  five  days  service,  with  rignt  to  appeal  to  both  parties, 
to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  amount  is  due  Gustave  Cook  by  the  State  for 
salary  as  judge  of  the  criminal  district  court  of  Galveston  and  Harris 
counties,  between  the  first  day  of  January,  1879,  and  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1880;  and  what  amount,  if  any,  is  due  William  Steele,  as  adja- 
tant-^eneral  of  the  State  of  Texas,  between  the  first  day  of  September, 
1876,  to  January  28,  1879;  and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  appropriated  out  of  any  funds  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  whatever  sum,  if  any,  may 
be  ascertained  by  judgments  to  be  due,  and  the  comptroller  shall  draw 
his  warrants  in  favor  of  such  successful  litigant  or  litigants,  respectively, 
upon  the  treasurer  for  the  amount  or  amounts,  who  shall  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  if  any  sum  or  sums  is  found  to  have  been  due  and 
unpaid  by' the  State  by  final  judgment  or  judgments  in  said  suit  or  suits  to 
the  said  Cook  and  Steele,  because  the  same,  in  justice  to  them,  should  have 
been  then  paid,  but  is  drawing  no  interest,  lior  will,  it  is  manifest,  injus- 
tice to  continue  to  detain  the  decision  of  the  matter,  as  well  as  whatever 
may  be  found  due,  if  anything.  This  is  an  emergency,  and  the  act  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXXV.— An  act  amendatory  of  article  3112,  of  title  58, 
of  an  act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  passed  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature  of  Texas,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  3112  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  as 
adopted  by  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  3112.  When  any  rent  or  advances  shall  become  due,  or  the 
tenant  shall  be  about  to  remove  from  such  leased  or  rented  premises,  or 
to  remove  his  property  from  such  premises,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  rents  or  advances  are  payable,  his  agent,  attorney, 
assigns,  heirs  or  legal  representatives,  to  apply  to  a  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  precinct  tvhere  the  premises  are  situated,  or  in  which  the  property 
upon  which  a  lien  for  rents  or  advances  exists  may  be  found,  or  to  any 
justice  having  jurisdiction  of  the  cause  of  action  under  chapter  5,  article 
1656,  of  the  Revised  Code,  for  a  warrant  to  seize  the  property  of  such 
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tenant;  provided,  that  when  a  distreess  warrant  shall  be  issued  by  any 
justice,  other  than  the  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  precinct  in  which  the 
rented  premises  may  be  situated,  or  in  which  the  defendant  may  reside, 
such  warrant  shall  be  made  returnable  to,  and  the  affidavit  and  bond 
upon  which  it  is  issued  shall  be  transmitted  by,  the  justice  issuing  such 
distress  warrant  to  some  justice  of  the  precinct  in  which  the  rented  prem- 
ises may  be  situated,  or  in  which  the  defendant  may  reside. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  the  tiear  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three 
several  days  to  be  suspended,  therefore  said  rule  is; hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Take  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVL — An  act  to  legalize  and  validate  the  ordinances 
of  cities  and  towns,  where  said  ordinances  impose  a  penalty  for  their 
violation,  and  have  not  been  published  in  the  official  journals  as 
required  by  law,  and  to  give  force  and  effect  to  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  whenever  in  any  city  or  town  in  this  State,  incorporated  under  the  i 
provisions  of  the  generalcharter  for  cities  and  towns  contained  in  title 
17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  the  city  council  shall  have,  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act,  adopted  any  ordinance  or  ordinances  which  by  the 
provisions  of  said  charter  are  required  to  be  published  in  the  official  jour- 
nal of  said  city  for  ten  days  before  taking  effect,  and  shall  have  failed  or 
neglected  to  make  publication  of  said  ordinances,  but  shall  have  had  the 
same  published  in  pamphlet  form,  such  ordinance  or  ordinances  are  hereby 
validated  and  shall  have  force  and  effect  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  in  all  respects  the  same  as  if  they  had  been  duly  advertised. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  the  necessity  for  the  preser- 
vation of  law  and  order  in  the  several  towns  and  cities  of  this  State 
creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage^ 
and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVIL— An  act  to  amend  article  2395,  chapter  3,  of 
title  42,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  relating 
to  compensation  for  ex -officio  services  of  clerks  of  county  courts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  2395,  of  chapter  3,  of  title  42,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes 
of  the  State  of  Texas,  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  2395,  For  all  ex-officio  services  in  relation  to  roads,  bridges 
and  ferries,  issuing  jury  scrip,  county  warrants,  and  taking  receipts  there- 
for, services  in  habeas  corpus  cases,  making  out  bar  dockets,  keeping 
county  convict  book,  keeping  record  of  trust  funds,  filing  and  docketing 
all  papers  for  commissioners'  court,  keeping  road  overseer's  book  and  list 
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of  hands,  recording  all  collection  returns  of  delinquent  insolvents,  and 
list  of  lands  sold  to  individual^  for  taxes,  recording  county  treasurer's 
reports,  recording  reports  of  justices  of  the  peace,  recording  reports  of 
animals  slaughtered,  and  services  in  connection  with  all  elections,  and  all 
other. public  services  not  otherwise  provided  for,  to  be  paid  upon  the 
order  of  the  commissioners'  court  out  of  the  treasury.  The  clerk  shall 
receive  the  sum  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  twenty-five 
dollars  per  annum,  for  each  one  thousand  inhabitants  of  his  county;  pro- 
vided^ that  the  total  aqiount  paid  the  clerk  in  any  one  year  shall  not  be 
less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  five. hundred  dollars,  said  amount  to  be  paid 
quarterly.  N^o  county  clerk  shall  be  compelled  to  file  or  record  any 
instrument  of  writing,  permitted  or  required  by  law  to  be  recorded,  until 
after  payment  or  tender  of  payment  of  ^11  legal  fees  for  such  filing  or 
recorciing  has  been  made;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall  be  con- 
strued 10  include  papers  or  instruments  filed/ or  recorded  in  suits  pending 
in  the  county  court." 

Sec.  2.  rhe  fact  that  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  this  session  of 
the  Legislature  is  so  near  that  this  bill  cannot  be  considered  by  both 
houses  unless  the  rule  requiring  it  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  is 
suspended,  creates  a  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  said  rule,  and  it  is 
suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVIIl.-— An  act  to  amend  article  3994,  of  title  80,  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  3994  of  title  80  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended 
as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Article  3994.  The  public  printing  shall  be  divided  into  four  classes, 
as  follows: 

"  First.  The  first  class  shall  include  the  printing  and  binding  of  the 
laws,  journals,  department  reports,  governor's  messages,  and  like  docu- 
ments, which  shall  be  printed  on  white  calendared  No.  2  book  paper,  of 
uniform  color,  24x38  inches  in  size,  and  weighing  not  less  than  forty-five 
pounds  to  the  ream,  on  long  primer  type,  (except  tabular  work,  which 
may  be  in  such  type  smaller  than  long  primer  as  the  nature  of  the  work 
and  good  taste  may  require)  the  pages  of  the  laws,  department  reports, 
governor's  messages  and  like  documents,  to  be  fifty-seven  ems  long,  in- 
cluding head  and  foot  lines,  and  thirty-two  ems  wide,  long  primer  meas- 
ure, and  not  to  contain  less  than  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ems;  and 
^he  journals  shall  be  printed  in  quarto  form,  the  pages  to  be  seventy-two 
lines  long  and  fifty-four  ems  wide,  long  primer  measure,  and  not  to  con 
tain  less  than  thirty-eight  hundred  and  sixteen  ems,  and  all  messages  and 
reports  appearing  in  the  journals  shall  be  printed  in  brevier  type,  and 
the  ayes  and  noes  shall  also  be  printed  in  brevier  type,  in  three  columns. 
When  printed  the  laws  and  reports  shall  be  neatly  folded,  stitched  and 
covered,  and  the  journals  and  messages,  folded,  stitched '  and  trimmed; 
cover  paper  shall  be  thirty-five  pounds  to  the  ream.  The  index  to  the 
laws  shall  be  printed  in  like  style  and  type  as  the  index  to  the  General 
Laws  of  the  Ninth  Legislature.     The  maximum  prices  for  the  work  of 
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the  firstclass  shall  be:  For  paper,  white  and  cover,  per  ream,  nine  dollarsy 
and  no  ^illowance  shall  be  made  for  waste;  composition,  one  dollar  per 
thousand  ems,  printer's  measurement;  press  work,  sixteen  pages  to  the 
form,  unless  the  nature  of  the  work  requires  a  smaller  number  of  pages, 
one  dollar  per  token  of  two  hundred  and  forty  impresisions  or  less;  bind- 
iog,  fifty  cents  per  one  hundred  for  folding,  stitching  and  covering  first 
fiignature  of  sixteen  pages,  and  twenty-five  cents  per  one  hundred  for 
each  additional  signature  of  sixteen  pages  or  less;  for  folding,  stitching 
and  trimming  without  covering  forty  cents  per  one  hundred  for  first 
signature  of  sixteen  pages,  anS  'twenty  cents  per  one  hundred  for  each 
additional  signature  of  sixteen  pages  or  less,  but  no  matter  shall  be 
leaded  except  by  tlie  express  direction  of  the  printing  board.  The  print- 
ing board  shall,  at  the  sam«  time  the  (Contract  is  let  for  the  printing  of 
the  journals  of  the  two  houses  of  tte^Xe^^lature,  include  in  said  con- 
tract the  printing  and  delivery  of  each  day^Q/ woceedings  of  the  two 
houses  while  in  session,  the  same  to  be  printed  i^  quarto  form  as  pro- 
vided in  this  act  for  the  printing  of  the  regiilar  jx>urnals  of  the  two 
houses,  one  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  House^  of,  Representatives 
and  ^ve  hundred  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,'  the  same  to  be  de- 
livered by  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  day  following  tJiat^ain*  which  such 
proceedings  were  had.  t:^  ,  %  , 

"Second.  Work  of  the  second  class  shall  consist  of  all  bla^iks  and 
printed  stationery  required  by  any  department  of  the  State  Goviffl-naajent 
except  the  judicial  department,  and  shall  be  on  first-class,  sized  and 
calendered  white  wove  paper  of  such  dimensions  and  weights  as  the 
nature  of  the  work  may  require.  The  maximum  rate  of  such  work  shall 
be  as  follows:  For  composition,  ninety  cents  per  thousand  ems,  printer's 
measurement;  for  press-work  on  forms  the  size  of  flat  pap  sheet  or  less, 
seventy-five  cents  per  token ;  on  forms  larger  than  flat  cap,  one  dollar  per 
token,  and  a  token  shall  be  two  hundred  and  forty  impressions  or  less, 
when  the  number  of  blanks  ordered  shall  require  a  less  number  of  im- 
pressions. The  maximum  rate  for  paper  required  for  work  of  the  second 
class  shall  be  as  follows: 

"  Letter  Paper. — Ten  pounds  to  the  ream,  four  dollars  and  twenty 
cents  per  ream;  twelve  pounds  to  the  ream,  five  dollars  and  five  cents 
per  ream. 

"Flat  Cap  Paper. — Twelve  pounds  to  the  ream,  five  dollars  and  five 
cents  per  ream;  fourteen  pounds  to  the  ream,  five  dollars  and  ninety 
cents  per  ream;  sixteen  pounds  to  the  ream,  six  dollars  and  seventy-five 
C4'nts  per  ream;  eighteen  pounds  to  the  ream,  eight  dollars  and  forty 
cents  per  ream. 

"  Demy  Pap^r. — Twenty-eight  pounds  to  the  ream,  eleven  dollars  and 
seventy -five  cents  per  ream;  thirty  pounds  to  the  ream,  twelve  dollars 
and  sixty  cents  per  ream. 

"  Folio  Post  Paper. ^Eighteen  pounds  to  the  ream,  seven  dollars  and 
sixty  cents  per  ream;  twenty-two  pounds  to  the  ream,  nine  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  ream;  twenty-four  pounds  to  the  ream,  ten  dollars 
per  ream. 

"  Medium  Paper. — Twenty-eight  pounds  to  the  ream,  eleven  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  ream;  thirty-six  pounds  to  the  ream,  fifteen 
dollars  per  ream. 

"  Double  Flat  Oap  Paper. — Twenty-eight  pounds  to  the  ream,  eleven 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  ream;  thirty-two  pounds  to  the  ream, 
thirteen  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  per  ream;  thirty-aix  pounds  to  the 
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ream,  fifteen  dollars  per  ream;  forty  pounds  to  the  ream,  sixteen  dollars 
and  eighty  cents  per  ream. 

"  Super  Royal  Faper. — Fifty  pounds  to  the  ream,  twenty-two  dollars 
and  seventy  cents  per  ream. 

**  For  ruling  work  of  the  second  class  the  maximum  price  shall  be  forty 
cents  per  one  hundred  for  each*  passage  through  the  ruling  machine.  For 
binding  work  of  the  second  class  the  maximum  price  shall  be:  For  pads 
of  one  hundred  sheets  each,  quarter  sheet  cap,  demy  or  folio,  twenty  cects 
per  pad;  for  quarter  binding  quarter  sheet  cap,  demy  or  folio,  forty  cents 
per  quire;  for  half  binding  quarter  shee't  cap,  demy  or  folio,  fifty  ctnts 
per  quire;  half  sheet  cap,  demy  or  f©lio,!9*?venty-iive  cents  per  quire;  for 
binding  full  skiver,  quarter  shee{  cap^.dcmy  or  folio,  sixty  cents  per  qmr«; 
half  sheet  cap,  demy  or  folio,  ninety 'cents  per  quire. 

"Third.  Work  of  the  thTrJi "dais  shall  consist  of  blank  books,  cither 
ruled  or  printed;  or  ruled{With6ut  printing.  The  paper  shall  be  sized 
and  calendered,  made^jo£ liiheiti  stock,  and  of  the  quality  known  among 
paper  dealers  as  "JP'\pTiper,  and  the  following  shall  be  maximum  mtes: 

"  Cap  Paper.-s-Eighteen  pounds  to  the  ream,  plain,  ruled,  half  bound, 
one  dollar  and*;JbWen1by-five  cents  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  heads,  one 
dollar  and;Vv^ty-five  cents  per  quire;  ditto,  plain  ruled,  extra  full 
bound,  t5¥Q*4641ar8  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  heads  two  dollars  and  fifty 
centfvbpi*.qifire. 

•*^'lpejfty  Paper. — Twenty-eight  pounds  to  the  ream,  plain  ruled,  half 
bouTtd,  one  dollar  and  fiifty  cents  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  iieads,  two 
dollars  per  quire;  ditto,  plain  ruled,  extra  full  bound,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  heads,  three  dollars  per  quire. 

"  Medium  Paper. — Thirty-six  puunds  to  the  ream,  plain  ruled,  half 
bound,  two  dollars  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  heads,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  quire;  ditto,  plain  ruled,  extra  full  bound,  three  dollars  per 
quire;  ditto,  printed  heads,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  quire. 

"  Medium  Paper. — Forty  pounds  to  the  ream,  plain  ruled,  extra  full 
bound,  four  dollars  per  quire;  ditto,  printed  heads,  four  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  quire. 

"  Super  Royal  Paper. — Fifty-four  pounds  to  the  ream,  plain  ruled, 
extra  full  bound,  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  quire;  ditto,  printed 
heads,  five  dollars  per  quire. 

"  Fourth.  Work  of  the  fourth  class  shall  consist  of  the  printing  of 
bills,  resolutions,  committee  reports  and  such  other  like  work  as  may  be 
ordered  by  the  Legislature,  or  either  house  thereof,  and  shall  be  on  first 
class  sized  and  calendered,  white  wove  flat  cap  paper,  of  twelve  pounds  to 
the  ream,  printed  on  pica  type,  lines  numbered  iii  the  margin,  with  space 
between  the  lines  of  the  size  of  pica,  the  printing  to  be  thirty-six  eras 
'  pica  wide,  and  sixty-five  ems  in  length.  The  maximum  price  for  work  of 
the  fourth  class  shall  be:  for  two  hundred  copies,  or  any  number  of  copies 
less  than  two  hundred  ordered  by  either  house  of  the  Legislature,  in- 
cluding composition,  paper,  presswork  and  binding,  three  dollars  and 
twenty -five  cents  per  page,  for  as  many  pages  as  are  contained  in  one 
copy  thereof,  and  when  more  than  two  hundred  copies  of  work  mentioned 
in  this  class  are  Ordered  by  either  house  of  the  Legislature,  the  printer 
shall  be  paid  only  for  the  paper,  presswork  and  binding  of  such  addi- 
tional copies,  at  such  rates  as  are  contracted  for,  for  work  of  the  second 
class." 

JSec.  2.     Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with 

Y  contract  for  priming  heretofore  made  by  the  printing  board,  and 
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now  in  force;  but  the  contractor  for  the  printing  of  the  journals  shall 
have  the  right  to  conform  the  journals  of  Nthe  Seventeenth  Legislature  to 
the  requirements  of  section  1  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  great  saving  of  expense  that  will  result  from 
changing  the  form  of  the  journals  as  herein  provided,  creates  an  impera- 
tive public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that  this  act 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881.  \ 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXIX.— An  act  to  amend  section  10  of  "an  act  estab- 
lishing the  tenth,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth  and 
thirtieth  judicial  districts,  prescribing  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  therein,  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  district 
judges  for  the  twenty-eighth,  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  judicial  dis- 
tricts," approved  February  22,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  10  of  the  above  recited  act.be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  10.  That  the  district  courts  in  the  counties  composing  the 
twenty-eighth  judicial  district  shall  beholden  as  follows:  In  the  county 
of  Bosque,  on  the  third  Mondays  of  January  and  August  of  each  and 
every  year,  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Hill,  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  January  and  August, 
and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Johnson,  on  the 
eleventh  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  January  and  August,  to 
continue  in  sessioa  until  the  business  is  disposed  of;  provided,  that  said 
continuation  shall  not  interfere  with  the  terms  of  the  court  in  the  re- 
maining counties  of  this  district,  as  herein  above  provided  for." 

Sec  2.  All  process  heretofore  issued  or  served  returnable  in  any  of 
the  counties  of  said  judicial  district,  as  heretofore  prescribed  by  law, 
shall  be  considered  as  returnable  at  the  times  herein  prescribed;  and  all 
such  process  is  hereby  legalized  and  validated,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
made  returnable  at  the  time  herein  prescribed. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  on  and 
after  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  A.  D.  1881 

Sec  4.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XC— An  act  to  amend  article  690,  chapter  3,  of  the 
Penal  Code  ot  the  State  of  Texas,  passed  on  the  21st  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  690,  chapter  3,  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  State  of  Texas  be 
«o  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to-wit:     ,y,_edbyGoOQlc 
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"Article  690.  If  any  person  shall  herd  any  drove  of  horses,  cattle^ 
sheep,  goats  or  hogs,  numbering  more  than  twenty-five  head,  upon  any 
land  not  his  own,  and  within  one-half  mile  of  the  residei;ice  of  any  citizen 
of  this  State,  or  if  any  person  shall  herd  any  drove  of  sheep  or  goats 
numbering  more  than  twenty-five,  upon  any  land  not  his  own,  whenever 
the  owner,  lessee  or  legal  representative  of  such  land  shall  forbid  nueh 
herding,  and  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse  to  remove  such  drove  at  once 
upon  request  of  such  citizen,  owner,  lessee  or  legal  representative,  he 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  theroof^ 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars." 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCI. — An  act  to  validate  certain  locations  and  surveya^ 
upon  lands  situated  in  the  counties  of  Hardeman,  Cottle,  Archer,  Bay- 
lor, Wilbarger  and  Knox. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,. 
Tl^at  all  locations  of  valid  Und  certificates,  made  through  the  Jack  land 
district  surveyor's  office,  upon  vacant  lands  situated  in  the  counties  of 
Hardeman,  Cottle,  Archer,  Baylor  and  Knox,  and  the  surveys  made  by 
the  surveyor  of  said  district  upon  locations  so  made  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  April,  1874,  until  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April  1875,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  validated. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  locations  of  valid  land  certificates,  made  through  the 
Jack  land  district  surveyor's  office,  upon  lands  situated  in  the  counties 
of  Hardeman,  Cottle,  Archer,  Baylor  and  Knox,  and  the  surveys  made  by 
the  surveyor  of  said  district  upon  locations  so  made,  from  and  after  the^ 
twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  1875,  until  the  twenty-third  day  of  July,  1879, 
when  not  in  conflict  with  any  prior  valid  location  and  survey  made  with- 
in such  time,  through  the  Clay  land  district,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
validated. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  surveys  in  the  counties  of  Hardeman,  Cottle,  Archer,, 
Baylor,  Wilbarger  and  Knox,  made  by  virtue  of  genuine  and  valid  cer- 
tificates, after  the  sixth  day  of  November,  1866,  and  prior  to  April  twenty- 
ninth,  1874,  now  in  the  general  land  office,  and  not  now  in  conflict  with  any 
other  survey  on  file  therein,  are  hereby  declared  legal  a'd  valid,  whether 
made  by  the  surveyor  of  Jack,  Montague  or  Clay  land  district. 

Sec.  4.  When  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  shall  be 
satisfied  as  to  the  location  and  survey  of  any  valid  land  certificate,  as 
provided  in  sections  1  and  2  of  this  act,  he  shall,  upon  the  payment  of  all 
fees,  as  now  provided  by  law,  issue  patents  to  the  parties  entitledL  there- 
to, as  provided  by  existmg  laws. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  applying  for  a  patent  under  this  act  shall,  be-^ 
fore  patent  issues  to  the  same,  have  his  field  notes  recorded  in  the  sur- 
veyor's office  that  may  have  jurisdiction  over  these  counties;  and  pro- 
vided, that  such  locations  as  are  referred  to  in  sections  1  and  2  of  this 
act  shall  not  be  valid  as  against  the  pre-emption  of  any  actual  settler,. 
made  prior  to  January  1,  1881. 

Sec.  6.  The  importance  of  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act  in  order 
that  the  owners  of  the  lands  in  such  counties  may  secure  patents  to  their 
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lands,  and  that  much  litigation  may  be  prevented,  and  the  near  approach 
of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  creases  an  emer- 
gency and  an  imperative  public  necessity;  it  is  therefore  enacted  that  the 
rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and 
that  this  act  be  in  force  and  effect  from  ^nd  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  ' 


CHAPTER  XCIL — An  act  to  authorize  and  require  the  issue  of  pat- 
ents to  lands  situated  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  rivers^ 
the  titles  to  which  have  been  confirmed  under  the  act  of  February 
11,  1860. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That,  whereas,  mTany  suits  to  confirm  land  titles  for  land  between  the 
Nueces  and  Rio  Grande  rivers  were  brought  within  three  years  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  February  11,  1860,  and  in  compliance 
withjthe  terms  thereof,  but,  owing  to  the  war  and  other  causes,  were  not 
finally  adjudicated  until  after  such  threes  years  had  expired;  and/ 
Tphereas,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  has  refused  to  issue 
patents  for  titles  not  confirmed  within  such  three  years;  and,  whereas,  it 
is  just  and  equitable  that  parties  who,  in  good  faith  and  diligence,  have 
attempted  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  said  act,  should  receive  the  full 
benefit  thereof;  therefore,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  patents  to  all  lands  between  said 
rivers,  when  suits  to  establish  same  under  said  act  have  been  commenced 
within  three  years  from  the  passage  of  same,  and  when  the  proper  dis- 
trict court  has  finally  confirmed  such  titles. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  several  important  railroads  are  surveying  lines 
through  the  lands  involved  in  this  act;  and,  whereas,  it  is  important  that 
the  titles  to  said  lands  should  be  settled  at  once,  in  order  that  the  right- 
of-way  may  be  granted  to  said  railroads;  therefore  an  urgency  exists 
that  this  act  take  effect  at  onc^,  and  it  is  enacted  that  the  same  take 
effect  from  its  passage. 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCIIL— An  act  to  amend  chapter  130  of  the  act  of  1879, 
entitled  "  an  act  to  amend  section  46  of  an  act  to  encourage  stock- 
raising,  and  for  the  protection  of,  stockraisers,"  approved  April 
22,  1879. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  46  of  the  above  entitled  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Section  46.  That  the  counties  of  Anderson,  Angelina,  Bowie,  Brazos, 
Burleson,  Bastrop,  Camp,  Cass,  Chambers,  Cherokee,  Collin,  Colorado, 
Cook,  Dallas,  Delta,  Denton,  Ellis,  Fannin,  Franklin,  Freestone,  Falls, 
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Galveston,  Goliad,  Grayson,  Gregg,  Grimes,  Hardin,  Harris,  Harrison, 
Henderson,  Hill,  Hunt,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Johnson,  Kaufman,  Lamar, 
Lee,  Leon,  Liberty,  Milam,  Madi^on,  Marion,  Montgomery,  Morris, 
Nacogdoches,  Newton,  Orange,  Panola,  Parker,  Polk,  Raities,  Red  River^ 
Robertson,  Rockwall,  Rusk,  Sabine,  San  Augustine,  San  Jacinto,  Shelby, 
Smith,  Tarrant,  Titus,  Trinity,  Tyler,  Upshur,  Van  Zandt,  Walker, 
Washington  and  Wood  and  Calhoun  and  Victoria. are  hereby  exempted 
from  the  operations  of  this  act,  and  the  provisions  of  the  same  shall  in 
no  wise  relate  or  apply  to  the  aforesaid  counties;  provided^  that  in  those 
counties  bordering  on  the  lines  of  the  State,  except  those  bordering  on 
Red  River,  whether  organized  or  unorganized,  the  governor  shall  appoint 
an  inspector  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  all  stock  about  to  be  driven  or  shipped  out  of  the  State,  or  in  any 
other  county  exempt  from  the  operations  of  this  act,  Xvhere  there  is  a 
depot  or  place  for  the  shipment  of  cattle;  provided^  that  such  cattle  shall 
not)  be  subject  to  inspection  on  board  of  any  railroad,  unless  the  same 
have  been  placed  on  board  of  such  train  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
provisions  of  this  act;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  counties  of  Lime- 
stone, McLennan,  Nueces,  Bell,  Calhoun  and  Navarro,  and  Hood,  Hous- 
ton, Somervell,  Bosque  and  Victoria  counties  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
laws  regulating  the  inspection  of  hides. 

Sec.  2.  The  great  necessity  for  this  law,  and  the  near  approach  of 
the  end  of  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  creates  an  imperative  public 
necessity  and  emergency,  requiring  the  constitutional  rule  that  bills  be 
read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  be  suspended,  and  the  same  is 
therefore  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCIV. — An  act  to   relieve   the   inhabitants   of   Cameron 
county  from  the  payment  of  the  State  tax  for  the  year  1880. 

Whereas,  during  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  of  August,  1880,  the 
county  of  Cameron  was  devastated  by  a  tempest,  which  greatly  damaged 
the  people  of  that  county,  destroying  their  houses,  fences  and  crops,  and 
thereby  limiting  their  means  of  payment  of  the  usual  taxes;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  inhabitants  of  Cameron,  county,  Texas,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
released  from  the  payment  of  State  taxes  for  the  year  1880,  on  all  im- 
proved real  estate  in  said  county;  provided^  that  on  lands  outside  of  cities 
and  towns  only  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,. including  improve- 
ments, in  any  tract  or  tracts  owned  by  the  same  person,  shall  be  exempt 
under  this  act;  provided,  that  the  collection  of  taxes  on  the  current  rolls  of 
said  county  be  stopped,  and  the  assessment  rolls  of  said  county  shall  be 
reformed  by  the  assessor  of  said  county,  within  sixty  days  from  •  the 
passage  of  this  act,  to  conform  to  the  provision  hereof,  and  that  the  col- 
lector of  taxes  of  said  county  shall  refund  to  any  person  the  tax  collected 
of  him,  or  such  portion  thereof  as  he  shall  be  entitled  to,  upon  the  cor- 
rected rolls  as  herein  provided;  and  provided  further ,  that  the  said 
assessor  and  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  their  legal  fees  for  ser- 
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vices  under  this  act,  as  now  provided  by  law,  to  be  realized  from  the 
fund  that  will  remain  to  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  end  of  the  session  being  near,  and  the  tax  collector  press- 
ing the  collection  of  taxes  for  1880,  there  exists  an  imperative  public 
necessity  and  an  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to. 
be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect 
at  once,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Taktes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


€H AFTER  XCV. — An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  whose  lands  have  beep 
rendered  for  taxation,  and  also  placed  upon  the  unrendered  rolls. 

,  Section  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Texas, 
That  any  person  whose  land  has  been  rendered  for  taxation,  whether  the 
same  was  rendered  in  the  name  of  the  real  grantee  or  not,  and  has  also 
been  placed  upon  the  unrendered  rolls  for  the  same  year,  shall  be  entitled 
to  relief  upon  complying  with  the  requirements  hereinafter  indicated. 

Sec.  2.     If  any  such  lands  shall  have  been  sold  for  the  taxes  charged 
upon  the  unrendered  rolls,  and  bought  by  the  State,  the  owner  thereof,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  shall  present  to  the  tax  collector  of  the  county  in  which 
;^  the  land  is  situated  a  sworn  statement  to  the  tffect  that  the  same  land 
►  has  been  rendered  for  taxation,  and  placed  upon  the  regular  assessment 
I    rolls  for  the  year  mentioned.     Said  affidavit  shall  contain    an   accurate 
\   description  of  the  land,  and  be  accompanied  with  the  certificate  of  the 
tax  assessor  that  the  same  is  true  and  correct;  and  the  tax  collector  shall 
thereupon  present  such  person  with  a  written  statement  officially  signed, 
r   that  said  tax  has  been  cancelled,  and  make  a  note  of  the  same  upon  the 
unrendered  rolls;  provided,  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  apply  to 
such  lands  at  any  time  after  the  collector  shall  receive  the  rolls  until  the 
same  shall  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  a  private  purchaser;  and  if  the 
owner  shall  have  paid  the  taxes  charged  upon  the  unrendered  rolls  at  any 
time  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  act  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  war- 
rant of  the  comptroller  for  the  amount  so  paid,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  in  section  3  of  this  act,  in  cases  of  redemption  from  individual 
purchasers;  provided  furt her ytheit  the  tax  collector  shall  make  no  charge 
whatever  for  the  duties  herein  mentioned. 

Sec  3.  When  the  owner  of  such  lands  shall  have  redeemed  the  same 
from  a  private  pui'chaser  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  tax  collector  to  fur- 
nish him  a  certificate  to  that  effect;  and  upon  presentment  of  said  cer- 
tificate to  the  comptroller,  the  comptroller  shall  issue  to  him  a  warrant 
upon  the  treasurer  of  the  state  for  the  amount  of  such  tax.  This  war- 
rant shall  be  receivable  for  all  taxes  to  the  State.  For  issuing  the  cer- 
tificate provided  for  in  this  section  the  tax  collector  shall  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the  applicant. 

Sec  4.  Whereas,  there  are  inany  persons  in  this  State  whose  lands 
have  been  placed  upon  the  unrendered  rolls,  in  consequence  of  mistakes 
in  the  name  of  original  grantees,  whereby  great  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense are  entailed  upon  the  people,  therefore  an  imperative  public  neces- 
sity and  emergency  exist  for  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 
Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 
Takes  effect  from  passage.  p.^,.^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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CHAPTER  XCVI.— An   act    to  i  amend  article   220   of    the   Criminal 

Code. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  220  of  the  Criminal  Code  be  so  amended  as  hereafter  to  read 
as  follows,  to- wit: 

"Article  220.  If  any  person  shall  willfully  oppose  or  resist  an  officer 
in  executing  or  attempting  to  execute  any  lawful  warrant  for  the  arrest 
of  another  person  in  a  case  o.f  misdemeanor,  or  in  arresting  or  attempt- 
ing to  arrest  any  person  without  a  warrant,  where  the  law  authorizes  or 
requires  the  arrest  to  be  made  without  a  warrant,  he  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  if  arms  be  used,  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars." 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session  creates  a  neces- 
sity for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  and  the  same  is  therefore  suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  188L 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment 


CHAPTER  XCVIL-^An  act  to  authorize  the  governor,  state  treasurer 
and  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  to  contract  for  conveying  con- 
victs from  the  couniies  where  sentenced  to  the  penitentiaries. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texasj 
That  the  governor,  state  treasurer,  and  superintendent  of  the  penitentiaries 
be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  board  hereby  authorized  to  contract 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  except  as  provided  in  section  11 
hereof,  with  some  responsible  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons, 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  to  them  may  seem  best,  to  receive  and 
safely  transport  all  convicts  from  the  counties  where  sentenced,  or  the 
place  where  confined  after  sentence,  to  the  penitentiaries,  or  to  such 
place  as  the  superintendent  of  the  penitentiaries  may  direct;  provided^ 
the  contractor  shall  not  be  required  to  carry  any  convict  to  any  point  at 
a  greater  distance'  than  the  nearest  i>emlent\s.ry ;  providedyjurther^  that 
any  contract  made  under  this  act  before  a  new  leasing  of  the  peniten- 
tiaries shall  be  made  to  terminate  with  the  present  lease,  on  January  1, 
1883. 

Sec.  2.  At  least  thirty  days  before  making  such  contract,  the  said 
board  shall  advertise  in  one  or  more  newspapers  in  the  State  having  a 
wide  circulation,  for  sealed  proposals  to  so  transport  convicts,  giving  no- 
tice of  the  time  and  place  when  such  proposals  shall  be  acted  upon,  and 
may  require  such  conditions  and  guarantees  as  they  deem  proper. 

Sec.  3.  When  a  contract  is  made  according  to  the  terms  of  this  act, 
the  contractor  or  contractors  shall  enter  into  bonds  in  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  his 
successors  in  office,  with  two  or  more  securities,  to  be  approved  by  said 
bc^ard,  conditioned  that  said  contractor  or  contractors  will  faithfully  and 
fully  carry  out  and  comply  with  said  contract,  and  with  the  requirements 
imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  The  contract  herein  provided  for  shall  begin  and  be  in  opera- 
tion from  the  date  of  the  expiration  of  the  pr^^fjjt,  Q^^X^QkJor  trans- 
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portation  of  convicts  with  Messr^s.  Canningham  &  Ellis;  and  the  gover- 
nor shall,  by  proclamation,  give  notice  of  the  making  of  such  contract, 
and  a  copy  of  such  proclamation  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  secretary  of 
state  to  each  sheriff  in  the  State;  and  each  sheriff  shall,  after  the  date 
when  such  contract  takes  effect,  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  party  or 
parties  contracting  with  the  State,  all  convicts  who  may  be  in  his  custody 
ready  to  be  sent  i  o  the  penitentiary,  together  with  the  certified  copy  of 
the  judgment  and  sentence  of  the  court,  before  which  said  convict  or 
convicts  were  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced,  taking  and  filing  a  receipt 
therefor. 

Sec.  5.  Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  district  court  in 
any  county,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  clerk  to  notify  the  con- 
tractor or  his  agent,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  if  there  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons, and  how  many,  convicted  in  his  court  ready  to  be  transported  to 
the  penitentiary  J  he  shall  likewise,  at  the  same  time  notify  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  penitentiary  by  registered  letter,  of  the  number  of  con- 
victs ready  for  transportation,  giving  name,  age,  sex,  conplextion  and 
term  of  years  for  which  convicted ;  the  same  kind  of  notice  shall  be  given 
by^said  district  clerk  when  the  case  of  any  convict  has  been  affirmed  by 
the  court  of  appeals  so  soon  as  the  mandate  of  said  court  in  said  case 
been  received  and  filed. 

Sec.  6.  In  all  cases  where  a  convict  is  demanded  by  a  contractor,  or  by 
any  agent  appointed  by  him,  the  authority  of  such  person,  under  the  seal 
of  the  State,  presented  to  the  <?lerk  of  the  court  in  which  the  conviction 
has  been  obtained,  shall  be  a  sufficient  authority  for  the  said  clerk  to  issue 
his  warrant  in  the  name  of  the  State  requiring  said  contractor  or  his 
agent  to  take  charge  of  said  convict  and  deliver  him  inside  the  walls  of 
the  penitentiaries  or  to  the  lessees.  The  said  clerk  is  required  to  have 
the  proper  commitment  papers  ready  to  accompany  the  convict. 

Sec  7.  The  said  contractor  shall  be  allowed  time  as  follows  from  the 
date  of  the  mailing  of  the  notices  by  the  district  clerk  to  the  contractor, 
and  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  in  which  to  call  for  the  convict  or 
convicts,  viz:  Where  the  place  of  confinement  of  the  convict  is  within 
fifteen  miles  of  a  point  having  railroad  connection  with  the  penitentiary, 
seven  days;  where  not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  sixty  miles,  ten 
days;  where  not  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
fifteen  days;  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  twenty  days;  and 
from  any  point  on  or  near  a  railroad  having  connection  with  the  peniten- 
tiary, but  over  four  hundred  miles  distant  from  it,  ten  days. 

Sec  8.  If  after  due  notice  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  the  contractor 
fails  or  refuses  to  call  on  the  sheriff  for  any  convicts  within  the  times 
specified  above,  then  the  sheriff  may  charge  and  demand  from  the  con- 
tractor or  agent  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  convict  ready  to  be  trans- 
ported from  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  until  the  said  convict  is 
called  for,  and  he  may  refuse  to  deliver  such  convict  until  the  charges 
hereby  allowed  are  paid. 

Sec  9.  If  the  contractor  or  his  agent  fails  or  refuses  to  call  for  any 
convict  or  convicts  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  the  notice  by  the 
district  clerk  of  any  county,  then  the  sheriff  of  said  county  shall  proceed 
at  once  to  carry  said  convict  or  convicts  to  the  penitentiary,  for  which 
he  shall  receive  compensation  as  follows:  ten  cents  per  mile  for  self  and 
each  guard  going  and  returning,  and  ten  cents  per  mile  for  each  convict 
going,  the  distance  to  be  computed  by  the  nearest  practicable  railroad 
TOVLie;  provided,  that  no  allowance  will  be  made  for  a  guard  for  one  pris- 
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oner,  nor  for  more  than  one  guard  for  a  less  number  than  four  prisoners,  i 
and  only  one  guard  for  each  squad  of  four  prisoners  or  fractional  part  i 
thereof;  the'  same  to  be  paid   by  the  contractor,  together  with  other  .. 
charges  for  board  due  upon  the  delivery  of  the  convicjt  or  convicts  within 
the  walls,  of  the  penitentiary,  and  should  the  contractor  fail  or  refuse  to  " 
pay  the  sheriff,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  the  peniten^ 
tiary  to  audit  and  approve  the  claim  of  said  sheriff;  and  of  the  comptroU 
ler,  after  such  approval,  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  amount  due,  in  fa- 
vor or  the  sheriff,  on  the  appropriation  to  carry  out  the  contract;  and  the 
same  shall  be  paid   out  of  said   appropriation  and  deducted    from  the 
moneys  to  be  paid  the  contractor  for  conveying  convicts  k>  the  penitea- 
tiarY ;  providedy  that  the  account  of  such  sheriff  shall  not  be  paid  by  th^ 
contractor  or  approved  by  the  superintendent  unless  he  produces  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  district  clerk,  and  the  postmaster  of  his  county,  that  the 
notices  were  given  and  mailed  as  required  m  section  five  of  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  Should  the  contractor  at  any  time  fail  to  carry  out  his  eon- 
tract,  then  the  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary  shall  send  for  convicta 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  until  a  new  contract  be  made. 

Sec.  11.  The  said  board  may,  if  they  think  the  interest  of  the  State 
demands  it,  contract  with  the  lessees  of  th«  penitentiary  in  any  future 
contract  or  lease,  and  as  a  part  thereof,  that  they,  the  lessees,  during  a 
part  of  the  entire  term  of  their  lease,  shall  receive  and  carry  the  convicts, 
and  the  terms,  regulations  and  conditions  provided  in  this  act,  or  other 
law  relating  thereto,  shall  control  their  rights,  duties  and  liabilities,  as 
though  the  contract  to  receive  and  carry  had  been  made  independent  of 
the  lease. 

Sec.  12.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed; jt>7'ov^c?6e?,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  the  contract 
made  with  Messrs.  Cunningham  &  Ellis  for,  conveyance  of  convicts  to  the 
penitentiary  until  termination  of  present  contract. 

Sec.  13.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  no  provision  made  for  th«  transpor- 
tation of  convicts  to  the  penitentiary  from  where  sentenced,  creates  an 
emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  that  all  bills  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and 
said  rule  is  hereby  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  XCVm.— An  act  to  amend  the  stock  law. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  whenever  there  is  territory  between  two  sub-divisions  of  a  county 
which  have  adopted  the  stock  law,  and  in  such  intervening  territory  there 
is  less  than  fifty  free-holders,  an  election  shall  be  ordered,  on  the  petition 
of  a  majority  of  the  free-holders  residing  in  such  intervening  territory, 
and  the  election  shall  be  held  as  provided  by  law  in  other  cases  relating 
to  the  adoption  of  the  stock  law. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity,  justifying  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  said  rule  is 
suspended.  ^^  . 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881.  Digitized  by  CjOOglc 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XCXTX. — An  act  to  change  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  in  the  twenty-ninth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of 
Texas. 

Section  1.  Be- it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  T^exas, 
That  the  district  courts  within  and  for  the  twenty-ninth  judicial  district 
shall  be  hereafter  held  as  follows,  to  wit:  In  the  county  of  Jack  on  the 
second  Mondays  in  March,  July  and  November  in  each  year,  and  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Parker  on  the  second 
Monday  after  the  second  Mondays  in  March,  July  and  November  in 
each  year,  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Tarrant  on  the  seven  h  Monday  after  the  second  Mondays  in  March, 
July  and  November  in  each  year,  and  may  continue  in  session  eight 
weeks. 

Sec.  2.  All  writs  and  process  of  all  kinds  that  have  been  or  may  here- 
after be  issued  from  the  district  courts  of  the  counties  mentioned  in  this 
act  which  are  made  returnable  under  existing  laws,  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
made  returnable  to  the  terms  of  said  courts  as  established  by  this  act, 
next  succeeding  the  terms  of  said  courts  as  heretofore  established  by  law, 
to  which  said  process  were  made  returnable.     * 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  jthe  terms  of  said  district  couits  as  now  established 
by  law  results  in  great  inconvenience  to  the  people  of  said  district  'and 
conflicts  with  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in  adjacent  counties;  there- 
fore, an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  exist  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  and  it  is  so  suspended;  that  this  act  shall  go  into  effect  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  1881. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  C. — An  act  to  authorize  and  request  the  governor  to  ascer- 
tain and  file  in  the  war  department  of  the  United  States,  or  in  such 
other  department  as  the  matter  may  be  referred  to,  a  certified  ab- 
stract accompanied  with  proper  vouchers  and  proofs,  of  the  money 
expended  and  indebtedness  assumed  and  incurred  by  the  State  of 
Texas  in  repelling  invasions  by  Mexican  and  Mexican  Indian  ban- 
ditti, and  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 

Whebbas,  A  bill  is  now  pending  before  the  Congress  of  the  United 
State,  entitled  "  a  bill  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  war  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  Congress  the  amount  of  money  expended  and  indebtedness 
assumed  and  incurred  by  the  State  of  Texas  in  repelling  the  invasions  of 
Mexican  and. Mexican  Indian  banditti  and  in  suppressing  Indian  hostil- 
ities, being  Senate  bill  No.  1969;  and,  . 

Whereas,  it  is  important  that  the  provisions  of  said  bill  shall  be  fully 
carried  out,  and  the  proper  steps  taken  by  the  State  of  Texas  to  lay 
before  the  secretary  of  war  the  proof  of  her  accounts  and  claims  against 
the  United  States  for  money  expended  and  indebtedness  assumed  in 
organizing,  arming,  equipping,  supplying,  clothing,  subsisting,  transport- 
ing and  paying  the  volunteer  militia  and  ranger  forces  of  the  State, 
I  called  into  service  under  the  laws  of  the  State  by  the  proper  authorities, 
^      since  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  1846,  excepting  the  period  from 
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the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  1861,  to  the  nineteenth  day  of  June, 
1865,  to  aid  in  repelling  invasions  of  Mexican  and  Mexican  Indian  ban- 
-ditti,  and  in  protecting  the  inhabitapts  of  the  State  from  Indian  hostil- 
ities within  the  State  and  upon  the  borders  thereof;   therefore, 

SubrioN  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  governor  of  the  State  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  and 
requested  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  audit  the  claims  and  ac- 
counts of  the  State  of  Texas  against  the  United  States  for  the  purposes 
mentioned,  and  for  all  other  proper  expenses  necessarily  incurred  on 
account  of  said  iorces  having  been  called  into  service,  including  the 
claims  assumed  or  paid  by  the  State  of  Texas  for  horses  or  other  prop- 
erty lost  by  said  forces  in  line  of  dtuy;  and  that  the  governor  cause  to 
be  filed  in  the  war  department,  or  in  such  other  department  as  the  mat- 
ter may  be  referred  to,  a  certified  abstract  accompanied  with  proper 
vouchers  or  such  other  proof  as  can  be  procured  by  the  State  and  re- 
quired by  said  department,  showing  the  date  and  amounts  of  such 
accounts,  expenditures  and  indebtedness,  and  the  purposes  for  which  the 
same  was  made. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  sum  of  ^ve  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  heretofore  appropriated  for  other  purposes,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  object  of  this  act  and  defray  the 'expenses  of  auditing 
said  claims. 

Sec.  3.  That  a  public  necessity  and  emergency  exists  for  immediate 
action  upon  the  matter  contained  in  this  act,  and  for  the  suspension  of 
the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  said  rule  is  therefore  hereby  suspended,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CI. — An  act  to  amend  sections  1  and  4  of  an  act  en- 
titled "an  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt 
liquors  or  medicated  bitters,  to  fix  the  rate  of  occupation  taxes  upon 
all  persons,  firms  or  associations  of  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters,  to  define  the 
manner  and  time  of  collecting  such  tax,  and  affix  penalties  for  failure 
to  pay  the  same,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  ponflict 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,"  approved  March  11,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  sections  one  and  four  of  an  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  spirituous, 
vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters,  to  fix  the  rate  of  occupation 
taxes  upon  all  persons,  firms  or  associations  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters,  to  define 
the  manner  and  time  of  collecting  such  tax,  and  to  affix  penalties  for 
failure  to  pay  the  same,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  con- 
flict with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  approved  March  11, 1881,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  so  amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"  Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texigis,.That 
hereafter  there  shall  be  levied  upon  and  collected  from  any  person,  firm  or 
association  of  persons  engaged  or  engaging  in  the  business  of  selling  spir- 
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itaoas,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medieated  bitters,  an  annual  ta^  upon 
«very  such  occupation  or  separate  establishment  as  follows:  For  selling 
spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters  in  quantities  less 
than  a  quart,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  selling  such  liquor  or  medicated 
bitters  in  quantities  of  one  quart  and  less  than  five  gallons,  two  hundred 
dollars;  for  selling  such  liquor  or  medicated  bitters  in  quantities  of  five 
jgallonsi  or  more,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  selling  malt  liquprs  exclu- 
sively, an  annual  tax  of  fifty  dollars;  provided^  that  nothing  in  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  wholesale  liquor  dealers,  or  mer- 
chants who  pay  occupation  tax  as  such,  from  selling  unbroken  packages 
containing  less  than  five  gallons,  without  being  required  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional tax  as  quart  dealers. 

"Sec.  4.  That  any  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  desiring  to 
engage  in  the  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bit- 
tei^s,  in  quantities  less  than  a  quart,  shall,  before  engaging  in  such  occu- 
pation, be  required  to  enter  into  bond  with  at  least  two  good  and  lawful 
sureties,  payable  to  the  county  judge  and  his  successors  in  office,  and  to  be 
approved  by  him,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that 
said  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  so  selling  spirituous,  vinous  or 
malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters  in  quantities  less  than  a  quart,  shall 
keep  an  orderly  house  or  place  for  the  sale  of  such  liquors,  and  that  he  or 
they  will  not  sell  nor  knowingly  permit  to  be  sold  in  his  or  their  said 
place  of  business,  nor  give  nor  permit  to  be  given  any  spirituous,  vinous 
or  malt  liquors  or  medicated  bitters  to  any  minor  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  to  students  of  any  institution  of  learning,  or  to  any 
habitual  drunkard,  or  to  any  person  after  being  notified  in  writing  by  the 
wife  or  daughter  of  the  person  not  to  sell  to  such  person,  and  that  he  or 
they  will  not  knowingly  permit  any  games  prohibited  by  the  law  of  this 
State  to  be  played,  dealt  or  exhibited  in  or  about  such  place  of  business, 
and  that  he  or  they  will  not  knowingly  permit  any  minor  under  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  to  enter  upon  or  remain  in  such  establishment,  which 
bond  may  be  sued  on  at  the  instance  of  any  party  aggrieved  by  the 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  obligation;  and  said  bond  shall  not  be 
void  on  first  recovery,  but  may  be  sued  on  until  the  full  penal  sum  named 
therein  shall  have  been  recovered.  The  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  repeal  or  in  any  manner  affect  any  penal  laws 
now  in  force  concerning  the  unlawful  sale  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt 
liquors.  In  addition  to  civil  proceedings  for  individual  injuries  brought 
on  said  bond,  if  any  person  or  firm  shall  violate  any  of  the  conditions  of 
the  bond  herein  required,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurer  and 
county  attorney  and  the  district  attorney,  or  either  of  them,  to  institute 
suit  thereupon,  in  the  name  of  the  county  judge  of  the  county,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  county,  and  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  as 
a  penalty  shall  be  recovered  from  the  principals  and  sureties,  upon  proof 
of  a  breach  of  any  of  the  conditions  thereof,  and  whenever  the  first  or 
subsequent  bond  required  is  exhausted  by  suits  at  the  instance  of  individ- 
uals, or  for  the  use  of  the  county,  a  new  similar  bond  shall  be  given  and 
approved,  before  the  dealer  shall  have  the  right  to  further  pursue  his 
occupation  as  a  retail  liquor  dealer,  or  in  case  a  suit  is  pending  on  any 
such  bond,  and  the  county  or  district  attorney  shall  make  and  file  an  affi- 
davit with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  that  he  believes  the  bond  of 
the  defendant  will  be  exhausted  by  said  suit,  said  clerk  shall  notify  the 
liquor  dealer  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  retail  liquor  dealer, 
within  twenty  days  from  the  time  the  bond  is  exhausted,  or  in  the  other 
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event  within  tw.enty  days  from  the  time  the  said  notice  is  given  to  give  a. 
new  bond  similar  to  the  bond  first  given,  to  be  approved  in  the  same  way^ 
and  until  such  new  bond  is  given  and  approved,  where  it  is  required  by 
this  actj  the  retail  liquor  dealer  shall  not  have  the  right  to  further  pur- 
sue his  occupation;  and  any  person  who  shall  pursue  his  said  occupation 
without  giviiig  a  new  bond,  as  required  by  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  the  same  amount  provided 
for  in  cases  where  no  license  has  been  obtained." 

Sec.  2.  That  whereas,  great  confusion,  diflSculty  and  loss  may  occur, 
from  any  delay  in  the  final  passage  of  this  act,  thereby  creating  an  emer- 
gency and  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  therefore  said 
rule  is  hereby  suspended,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CH.— An  act  to  amend  chapter  11,  title  17,  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  so  that  towns  and  villages  may 
be  incorporated  for  free  school  purposes  only. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  chapter  11,  title  17,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas 
be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  articles: 

"Article  641a.  Towns  and  villages  authorized  to  incorporate  under 
this  chapter,  or  having  two  hundered  inhabitants  or  over,  not  desiring  to 
incorporate  for  municipal  purposes,  may  incorporate  for  free  school  pur- 
poses only,  and  when  so  desiring,  an  election  may  be  held  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  title  and  chapter,  and  if  at  said  election  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast  be  in  favor  of  the  corporation,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county 
judge  to  make  return  thereof  and  cause  a  record  of  the  result  of  such 
election  to  be  made  the  same  as  is  provided  by  articles  612  and  513  of 
this  chapter,  upon  which  entry  being  made  such  town  or  village  shall  be 
regarded  as  duly  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining a  free  school  therein,  and  shall  upon  notice  to  the  state  board  of 
education  by  the  board  of  trustees  hereinafter  provided  for,  receive  such 
pro  rata  share  of  the  available  school  fund  as  its  scholastic  population 
may  entitle  it  to. 

'*  Article  6416.  Upon  the  entry  of  record,  as  provided  for  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  judge  to  forthwith  order 
an  election  of  five  school  trustees  for  such  town  or  village  so  incorporated 
for  school  purposes,  who  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  manner  and  at^  the 
same  time  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  provided  in  this 
chapter  for  the  election  and  term  of  office  of  mayor  and  aldermen, 

"Article  641c.  The  trustees  elected  in  accordance  with  the  preceding 
article,  shall  be  vested  with  the  full  management  and  control  of  the  free 
schools  of  such  incorporated  town  or  village,  and  shall  in  general  be 
vested  with  all  the  powers,  rights  and  duties  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment and  maintaining  of  free  schools,  including  the  powers  and  manner 
of  taxation,  for  free  school  purposes^  that  are  now  conferred  by  the  laws  of 
this  State,  upon  the  council  or  board  of  aldermen  of  incorporated  cities 
and  towns,  as  the  same  is  prescribed  by  title  78,  chapter  3,  of  the  Revised 
^Statutes.  ^'.y.u... ..,  ^  ^.  -^-- 
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"Article  54\d,  The  board  of  trustees,  when  elected,  shall  organize  by 
choosing  from  their  number  a  president,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an 
assessor  and  collector  of  taxes. 

"Article  641e.  The  assessor  and  collector  of  taxes  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  with  reference  to  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  taxes  for  free  school  purposes,  that  are  conferred 
by  this  chapter  and  title  upon  the  marshal  of  incorporated  towns  and 
villages,  and  he  shall  receive  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  the 
board  of  trustees  may  allow,  not  to  exceed  four  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
amount  of  taxes  received,  and  he  shall  give  bond  for  the  faithful  dis- 
cbarge of  his  duties  in  such  amount  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board  of 
trustees.  ^  ' 

"  Article  541/:  The  treasurer  shall  be  required  to  give  bond,  payable 
to  the  State  of  Texas  to  be  approved  by  the  board  of  trustees,  for  a  sum 
equal  to  double  the  probable  amount  of  taxes  assessed,  and  the  pro  rata 
share  of  the  available  school  fund,  conditioned  fbr  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties,  and  the  payment  of  the  funds  received  by  him,  upon  the 
draft  of  the  president;  drawn  upon  order  duly  entered,  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  and  for  his  services  he  shal^be  entitled  to  retain  a  commission 
of  one  per  cent,  upon  all  amounts  paid  out  by  him." 

Sec.  2.  There  being  many  unincorporated  towns  and  villages  in 
the  State  that  desire  to  incorporate  for  free  school  purposes  only,  and  it 
being  important  that  such  incorporations  should  be  duly  organized  and 
ready  for  taking  charge  of  their  schools  before  the  commencement  of  the 
next  scholastic  year,  thereby  creating  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted ;  and  the  near  approach 
of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  and  the  great  amount  of 
business  now  pending  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  justifying 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  said  rule  is  suspended. 

Approved  April  6,  A.  D.  188'. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  Cin.-— An  act  to  amend  articles  Nos.  340,  344,  346,  362, 
and  367  of  the  Revised  Oivil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  re- 
lating to  cities  and  towns. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  articles  340,  344,  346,  362  and  367,  title  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  relating  to  cities  and  towns,  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  340.  Any  city  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  containing 
pne  thousand  inhabitants  or  over,  may  accept  the  provisions  of  this  title 
in  lieu  of  any  exieting  charter,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  city  council  of 
such  city,  which  action  by  the  city  council  shall  be  had  at  a  regular 
meeting  thereof  and  entered  upon  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  and 
a  copy  of  the  same,  signed  by  the  mayor  and  attested  by  the  city  clerk 
or  secretary,  under  the  corporate  seal,  filed  and  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  in  which  such  city  is  situated; 
and  the  provisions  of  this  title  shall  be  in  force,  and  all  acts  theretofore 
passed,  incorporating  such  city,  which  may  be  in  force  by  virtue  of  any 
existing  charter,  shall  be  repealed  from  and  after  the  filing  of  the  said 
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copy  of  their  proceedings  as  aforesaid.  Any  city  containing)  one  thou- 
sand inhabitants  or  over,  may  be  incorporated  as  such  city  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  chapter  11  of  this  title  relating  to  towns  and' villages;  pro- 
vided, that  whenever  the  words  town  or  village  are  used  in  said  chapter  11, 
they  shall  be  construed  to  mean  city  having  one  thousand  inhabitants  or 
over;  and  provided,  that  the  application  to  become  incorporated  shall  be 
signed  by  at  least  fifty  residents  thereof;  and  when  the  eqjtry  by  the 
county  judge  (provided  in  article  514  of  said  chapter  11)  is  made  with 
reference  to  a  city  of  one  thousand  inhabitants  or  over,  such  city  shall 
be  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  such  cities  conferred  by 
this  title." 

•*  Article  344.  The  municipal  government  of  the  city  shall  consist  of 
a  city  council  composed  of  the  mayor  and  two  aldermen  from  each  ward, 
a  majority  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
busineHH,  except  at  called  meetings  or  meetings  for  the  imposition  of 
taxes,  when  two-thirds  of  a  full  board  shall  be  required,  unless  herein 
otherwise  specified ;  provided,  that  where  the  city  or  town  shall  pot  be 
divided  into  wards,  the  city  council  shall  be  composed  of  the  mayor  and 
five  aldermen,  and  the  provisions  of  this  title  relating  to  proceedings  in 
a  ward  shall  apply  to  the  whole  city  or  town.  The  other  officers  of  the 
corporation  shall  be  a  treasurer,  an  assessor  and  collector,  a  secretary,  a 
xjity  attorney,  a  marshal  and  city  engineer,  and  such  other  officers  and 
agents  as  the  city  council  may  from  time  to  time  direct;  provided,  that 
the  office  of  treasurer,  assessor  and  collector,  city  attorney,  and  city  engi- 
neer may  be  dispensed  with  by  an  ordinance  of  the  city  or  town  council, 
and  the  powers  and  duties  herein  prescribed  for  such  officers  may  be  con- 
ferred by  said  council  upon  other  officers.  The  above  named  officers 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  said  city,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years  and  until  the  election 
and  qualification  of  their  successors." 

"  Article  346.  At  the  first  election  under  this  title  there  shall  be  elect- 
ed by  the  qualified  voters  of  said  city,  voting  by  ballot,  a  mayor,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  election,  and  until 
his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified;  and  at  said  first  election  un- 
der this  title  there  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  each  ward, 
respectively,  two  aldermen,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for  one 
year,  and  the  other  for  two  years  from  the  date  of  their  election;  and 
the  term  for  which  each  shall  hold  his  office  shall  be  determined  at  the 
first  regular  meeting  after  said  election,  by  'lot;  provided,  that  there 
shall  be  one  alderman  for  the  long  term  and  one  for  the  short  term  from 
each  of  the  wards  respectively;  and  provided  further,  that  at  each 
annual  election  thereafter  there  shall  be  elected  one  alderman  from  each 
ward  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  and  until  his  successor  is 
duly  elected  and  qualified;  and  provided  further,  that  where  the  city  or 
town  shall  not  be  divided  into  wards,  the  city  council  may  determine  by 
proper  ordinances  what  number  of  aldermen  shall  go  out  of  office  in  one 
year,  and  the  mode  and  manner  of  deciding  which  members  shall  hold  for 
the  long  term  and  which  for  the  short  term." 

"  Article  352.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  any  office  in  the  city,  except 
aldermen,  by  refusing  to  accept  or  failure  to  qualify,  or  by  death,  resig- 
nation or  otherwise,  the  mayor  or  acting  mayor  shall  fill  such  vacancy  by 
appointment,  to  be  confirmed  by  the  city  council." 

"  Article  357.  The  mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer 
of  said  corporation,  and  shall  be  vigilant  and  active  at  all  times  in  cau9- 
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» 
ing  the  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  government  of  said  city  to  be  duljr 
executed  and  put  in  force.  He  shall  inspect  the  conduct  of  all  subor- 
dinate officers  in  the  government  thereof,  and  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  his 
power  shall  cause  all  negligence,  carelessness  and  positive  violations  of 
duty  to  be  prosecuted  and  punished.  He  shall  have  power,  whenever  in 
his  judgment  the  good  of  the  city  may  require  it,  to  summon  meetings  of 
the  city  council,  and  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  communicate  to  that 
body  all  such  information  and  recommend  all  such  measures  as  may  tend 
to  the  improvement  of  the  finances,  the  police,  health,  security,  cleanli- 
ness, comfort,  ornament,  and  good  government  of  said  oitj.  The  mayor 
shall  also  be  the  chief  judicial  magistrate  of  the  city,  until  the  election 
and  qualification  of  recorder  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  until  such 
election  and  qualification  he  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required  of 
recorder  in  article  361  of  this  chapter."  ^ 

Sbc.  2.  The  passage  of  this  s^Gt  shall  not  operate  to  affect  the  organi- 
zation of  any  city  or  town  already  chartered  by  general  or  special  charter, 
nor  to  require  any  new  election  of  the  officers  of  such  chartered  cities 
and  towns. 

Sec.  3.  To  render  more  certain  the  term  of  office  of  mayors  of  cities 
and  towns  of  one  thousand  inhabitants  and  over,  under  the  general  char- 
ter law,  it  is  declared  that  at  the  first  election  under  the  charter  the 
mayor  shall  be  elected  for  one  year,  in  all  subsequent  elections  he  shall 
be  elected  for  two  years. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas,  this  session  approaches  its  close  and  time  is  wanting 
within  which  to  consider  this  bill  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  and 
secure  its  passage  by  the  end  of  said  session;  therefore,  an  imperative 
public  necessity  is  created  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  6,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CIV. — ^An  act  to  authorize  counties  to  fund  their  bonded 
indebtedness,  and  to  provide  means  to  pay  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  any  county  in  this  State  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  fund  any  existing  bonded  indebtedness  and 
coupons  due  thereon,  made  and  undertaken  by  such  county  by  authority 
of  law  prior  to  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D,  1876,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  said  commissioners' courts  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  issue  new  bonds  in  denominations  of  not  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  with  interest  coupons  payable  semi-annually;  said  new  bonds  to 
become  due  and  payable  twenty  years  from  the  date  of  their  issuance, 
and  to  bear  interest  not  exceeding  six  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  said 
commissioners'  courts  are  further  authorized  and  empowered  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  all  real  and  personal  property  situated  in  the  county,  not  to  exceed 
fifty  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  on  the  assessed  value  of  such  property, 
in  any  one  year,  to  pay  the  annual  interest,  and  not  less  than  two  per 
cent,  annually  of  the  principal  of  said  bonds,  besides  the  expenses  of 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same;  and  no  bonds  shall  be  issued  under 
this  act  until  a  levy,  as  herein  provided,  shall  have  been  made,  and  when 
said  levy  shall  have  been  so  made  the  same  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
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whole  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  said  bonds  shall  have  been 
fxiUy  paid. 

Sec.  2.  All  taxes  levied  under  this  act  shall  be  applied  solely  to  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  levied,  as  follows:  First — to  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same.  Second — to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  annual  interest  of  such  bonds,  and  not  less  than  two  per  cent, 
of  the  principal;  and  if  there  be  any  excess  on  hand,  after  making  the 
above  payments  for  the  current  year,  it  shall  be  used  in  ihe  purchase  and 
cancellation  of  said  bonds. 

Sec.  3.  All  taxes  levied  under  this  act  shall  be  assessed  and  collected 
by  the  same  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  assess  and  collect  the  state  tax, 
and  they  shall  receive  for  their  services  one-fourth  the  rates  of  commis- 
sion allowed  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  state  tax.  The  said  tax 
shall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  statfe  tax,  and 
the  same  remedies  shall  be  used  to  enforce  its  collection  that  are  provided 
by  law  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  state  tax;  promded,  that  all  such 
taxes  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  separately  from  that  levied,  assessed 
and  collected  for  current  expenses  of  municipal  government,  and  shall, 
when  levied,  specify  in  the  act  of  levying  the  purpose  therefor.  ' 

Sec.  4.  The  officer  whose  duty  it  it^  to  collect  the  taxes  levied  under 
this  act,  shall  give  a  bond,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  county  commissioners'  court,  in  a  sum  to  be  equal  to 
double  the  estimated  annual  amount  of  said  tax,  which  bond  shall  be  pay- 
able to  the  county  and  shall  be  conditioned  for  the  faithful  collection  and 
payment  of  said  tax  into  the  county  treasury. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurer  to  receive  all 
moneys  collected  under  this  act  and  to  keep  separate  accounts  thereof, 
and  to  pay  out  the  same  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  county  judge  in  the 
usual  legal  form. 

Sec.  6.  The  collector  of  the  taxes  levied  under  this  act  shall  pay  over 
to,  the  county  treasurer,  at  the  beginning  of  each  and  every  month,  all 
monevs  he  may  have  collected  during  the  next  preceding  month,  deduct- 
ing his  legal  commissions  on  the  amount  so  paid,  and  he  shall,  at  each 
regular  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  make  a  report  of  his 
collections  and  payments  to  the  county  treasurer  since  the  next  preced- 
ing term. 

Sec.  7.  Said  bonds  shall  not  be  sold  or  exchanged  for  existing  bonds 
by  any  county  for  less  than  par  value  and  accrued  interest. 

Sec.  8.  All  expenses  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  county;  and  all  bonds  issued 
by  any  county,  under  this  act,  shall  be  signed  by  the  county  judge  and 
attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  commissioners'  court,  with  the  seal  of  said 
court  affixed  thereto. 

Sec.  9.  All  laws  now  in  force  providing  for  the  levy  and  collection  of 
taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  any  existing  bonds, 
which  may  be  fundable  under  this  act,  shall  apply  and  be  in  force  for  the 
levy  and  collection  of  taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest 
of  all  bonds  that  may  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec  11.  Whereas,  many  counties  in  this  state  have  debts  and  bonds 
falling  due;  and,  whereas,  the  session  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close;  there- 
fore, an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  exist  that  the 
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<5on8titutioDal  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be 
suspended  and  that  this  act  take  effect  at  once,  and  it  is  so  enacted." 

Approved  April  6,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CV. — An  act  to  amend  the  caption  and  sections  one,  two, 
three,  four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight  of  an  act  entitled  *'  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  alternate  sections  of  lands  in  organized  counties  as 
surveyed  by  railroad  companies  and  other  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  s^t  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  school  fund;  to  pro- 
vide for  the  investment  of  the  proceeds,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  in  con- 
flict therewith,"  approved  July  8,  1879,  and  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
such  lands  in  unorganized  counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legiskiture  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  caption  of  the  above  recited  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 
"* An  act  to  provide  for  the  saile  of  alternate  sections  of  lands  in  organ- . 
ized  and  unorganized  counties  as  surveyed  by  railroad  companies  and 
other  works  of  internal  improvement  and  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the 
common  school  fund,  to  provide  for  the  investment  of  the  proceeds,  and 
to  repeal  all  laws  in  conflict  therewith,"  and  that  sections  one,  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight  of  chapter  twenty  eight  of  the  laws  of 
the  special  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  approved 
July  8,  1879,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  That  all  the  alternate  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  heretofore  surveyed  or  which  may  hereafter  be  surveyed  by  any 
railroad  company  or  other  work  of  internal  improvement,  and  set  apart 
for  the  benefit  of  common  schools,  shall  be  brought  into  market  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

"  Sec.  2.  The  county  surveyor  of  tbe  county  in  which  said  lands  are 
located,  or  if  the  county  be  unorganized  the  district  surveyor  in  whose 
district  such  land  is  located,  shall  view  and  appraise  the  same  under  oath, 
and  make  return  of  the  same  to  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  the 
county  in  which  his  office  is  kept,  which  court  shall  examine,  approve  or 
disapprove  the  same,  and  may  take  other  evidence  to  ascertain  the  true 
value  of  the  land,  and  in  case  of  disapproval  said  court  shall  fix  a  value 
thereto,  and  the  valuation  of  said  land  in  no  case  shall  be  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre  for  surveys  having  fresh  water  on  them  or  bordering  on 
them,  nor  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre  for  other  school  lands.  The  sur- 
veyors acting  as  appraisers  of  land  shall  each  receive  one  dollar  per  sec- 
tion, and  in  no  case  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  appraisement 
of  all  the  lands  in  any  one  county,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
first  sale  of  the  land  und^r  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Any  persons  having 
improvements  upon  any  of  such  land  prior  V>  the  taking  effect  of  this 
Act  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  purchase  thereof  for  the  period  of 
six  months  next  after  the  value  thereof  is  fixed,  at  the  valuation  exclu- 
sive of  the  value  of  such  improvement;  provided,  that  no  appraisement 
of  a  surveyor  of  any  section  of  land  situated  in  an  unorganized  county 
«hall  be  regarded  until  he  shall  have  filed  an  affidavit  stating  that  he 
knows  the  locality  of  said  section,  and  that  he  personally  inspected  the 
«ame,  stating  when  said  inspection  was  made. 

"Sec.  3.     That  as  soon  as  the  appraisement  is  completed  the  county 
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commissioners'  court  shall  prepare  tabulated  reports  of  their  action,  set- 
ting fortl)  the  following,  to  wit:  Number  of  survey,  block,  quantity  m 
each  survey,  the  name  of  company  or  individual  to  whom  the  certificate 
was  granted,  price  per  acre  of  each  section,  or  quarter  thereof,  if  differ- 
ence exists,  value  of  improvements,  remarks  giving  general  description  of 
soil,  water  and  timber.  One  copy  of  the  above  report  shall  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  county  or  district  surveyor,  and  shall  constitute  an 
archive  of  his  office;  one  copy  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  commisioner  of 
the  general  land  office,  and  on^  copy  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state. 

"Sec.  4.  That  upon  the  receipt  pf  the  above  report  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office,  he  shall  examine  the  same,  and  if  made 
in  conformity  with  this  act,  and 'if  in  his  opinion  the  lands  therein  aie 
properly  valued  he  shall  approve  the  same,  and  shall  notify  the  county 
or  district  surveyor  of  the  fact,  and  until  he  receives  such  notice  the  sur- 
veyor shall  not  entertain  any  proposition  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  landj 
providedy  that  if  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  believes  or 
has  reason  to  believe  that  the  land  is  valued  too  low,  or  that  the  proper 
description  has  not  been  given  of  the  soil^  timber  or  water,  or  that  the 
land  has. increased  in  value  since  appraisement,  he  may,  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  require  a  supplemental  report  containing  additional  information^ 
or  he  may  send  some  one  from  his  office;  or,  if  none  of  his  employes  can 
be  spared  or  are  not  qualified  for  the  service,  he  may  appoint  some  suit- 
able  person  to  visit  such  county  concerning  which  the  report  is  unsatis- 
factory, who  shall  make  a  report  such  as  is  required  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court,  for  which  he,  the  person  sent,  if  not  a  regular  employe, 
shall  be  paid  a  salary  for  the  time  employed  not  greater  than  that  of  the 
chief  clerk  of  the  land  office.  From  the  information  acquired  from 
every  source,  the  said  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  shall  cor- 
rect the  report  transmitted  by  the  county  commissioners'  court,  and  for- 
ward a  copy  of  such  corrected  tabulated  report  to  the  county  or  district 
surveyor  of  the  proper  county,  to  be  by  him  kept  as  an  archive  of  his 
office,  and  forward  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  and 
retain  a  copy  in  the  general  land  office  as  an  archive. 

"  Sec.  5.  That  so  soon  as  the  surveyor  shall  receive  the  notice  provided 
for  in  section  four  of  this  act,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  applica- 
tions for  the  purchase  of  said  land  in  any  quantity  not  less  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  except  fractions  of  less  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  that  may  now  exist  in  said  counties;  provided^  that  no  per- 
son or  corporation  shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  more  than  one  section 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  said  land  when  the  same  is  classed 
as  arable  land  suitable  for  farming  purposes;  but  when  the  same  is 
classed  as  land  suitable  only  for  grazing  purposes  it  shall  be  sold  in 
quantities  to  suit  the  purchaser,  but  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  pur- 
chase less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nor  more  than  three  sections 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  within  five  miles  of  the  geographical  cen- 
tre of  any  county  or  upon  any  water  front,  nor  more  than  seven  sections 
at  any  other  place. 

"  Sec.  6.  That  any  person  desiring  to  purchase  any  of  the  above  lands 
shall  make  application  in  writing  to  the  county  or  district  surveyor, 
designating  the  number  of  the  survey,  block,  name  of  company  or  indi- 
vidual to  whom  was  issued  the  certificate  by  virtue  of  which  such  survey 
was  made;  the  quantity  he  or  she  wishes  to  purchase,  and  if  less  than  a 
whole  section,  the?  particular  part  of  such  section;  providedy  that  no 
fraction  of  any  section  of  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  shall  he 
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left  by  any  such  selection,  and  that  no  fractional  section  of  less  than 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  shall  be  divided.  The  surveyor  shall  be 
entitled  to  a, fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  application  to  b*e  paid  by  the  ap- 
plicant, and  he  shall,  upon  payment  of  said  fee,  record  said  application  in 
a  well  bound  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose;  he  shall  endorse 
such  application  "  recorded,"  giving  the  date,  page  and  volume  of  the 
record,  and  sign  his  name  thereto,  and  deliver  said  application  to  the  pro- 
posed purchaser. 

"  Sec.  7.  That  the  purchaser  shall  immediately  forward  to  the  state 
treasurer  the  above  application,  together  with  one-twentieth  of  the 
appraised  value  of  the  land  thereon  designated,  and  if  the  land  is  chiefly- 
valuable  for  timber  he  shall  forward  the  •whole  of  the  appraised  value. 
The  treasurer  shall  enter  a  credit  on  his  books  in  the  name  of  the  pur- 
chaser for  the  amount  so  received,  giving  such  df^scription  of  the  land  as 
will  identify  the  same;  he  shall  then  issue  his  receipt  for  said  amount  and 
forward  it  with  the  above  named  application  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office,  who  shall  file  said  application  and  receipt  in  his 
office  and  issue  his  certificate  in  lieu  thereof,  setting  forth  the  amount 
paid  to  the  treasurer  and  the  quantity  and  valuation  of  the  land  applied 
for,  which  certificate  shall  authorize  the  county  or  district  surveyor  to 
survey  the  land  embraced  in  the  original  application  and  enter  the  same 
on  his  books  as  sold,  and  shall  not  entertain  another  application  to  pur- 
chase said  land  until  notified  of  the  forfeiture  as  hereinafter  specified; 
provided,  should  the  applicant  fail  to  make  his  first  payment  of  one-twen- 
tieth, or  the  whole  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  land 
embraced  in  his  application  to  the  treasurer  and  present  the  certificate  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  to  the  surveyor  or  his  deputy 
within  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  the  record  of  his  application,  then 
and  in  that  case  the  said  land  shall  be  again  for  sale  and  the  surveyor 
shall  be  authorized  to  receive  applications  for  the  same;  provided,  that  no 
person  shall  renew  his  file  nor  file  on  the  same  land  more  than  once  in 
twelve  months,  nor  shall  any  person  refile  or  renew  his  file  in  the  name 
of  any  other  person.  All  applications  for  the  purchase  of  said  lands  shall 
be  made  in  the  real  name  of  the  person  intending  to  be  the  actual  pur- 
chaser thereof. 

"  Sec.  8.  That  so  sodn  as  the  application  above  named  has  been  received 
by  the  surveyor,  the  applicant  shall  execute  his  obligation  or  promissory 
note  for  the  balance  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  land  he  desires  to  pur- 
chase, agreeing  and  stipulating  to  pay  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of 
Texas  and  his  successors  in  office,  on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each 
year,  one-twentieth  of  the  amount  of  his  obligation  or  promissory  note, 
with  eight  per  cent,  interest  on  such  amount  of  the  principal  as  may  be 
due  at  the  date  of  each  payment,  giving  in  sail  obligation  such  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  purchased  as  is  contained  in  his  application;  provided, 
that  the  purchaser  may  have  the  privilege  of  paying  the  entire  amount  of 
the  appraised  value  of  said  land  at  the  date  of  purchase,  or  such  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  as  may  be  due  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the 
execution  of  his  obligation  or  promissory  note;  provided,  that  any  pay- 
ment of  principal  may  be  deferred  for  one  or  more  years,  except  the  first 
one-twentieth,  but  all  payments  of  both  principal  and  interest  must  be 
paid  inside  of  twenty  years,  and  all  interest  must  be  paid  annually  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March  of  each  year.  When  any  land  sold  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  timbered  land,  no  person  shall  have  the 
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right  to  /Cut  and  remove  any  of  the  timber  therefrom  until  the  purchase 
money  has  been  paid  in  full." 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  no  law  is  now  in  iPorce  for  the  disposition  of  the 
lands  in  unorganized  counties  as  contemplated  by  this  act;  and  whereas, 
the  present  session  is  near  its  close,  therefore  an  emergency  exists  and  an 
imperative  public  necessity  is  created,  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  that  this  act  take  effect  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  6,  A.  D.  1881. 

Tak^s  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  OVI. — An  act  granting  to  persons  who  have  been  perma- 
nently disabled  by  reason  of  wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  or  of  the  Confederate  States,  a  land  certificate  for  twelve  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  land. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  all  persons  who  are  now  bona  fide-  residents  of  this  State,  and  who 
were  resident  citizens  of  this  State,  and  as  such  citizens  enlisted  in  the 
military  service  'of  this  State  or  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  late  war 
between  the  States  of  the  United  States,  as  soldiers  or  as  servants  attend- 
ing such  soldiers,  and  while  engaged  in  such  military  service^  by  reason  of 
wounds  received  while  in  actual  service,  are  permanently  disabled,  so  as  to 
seriously  impair  their  ability  to  perform  bodily  labor,  or  earn  a  living  for 
themselves  and  families,  and  the  widows  of  soldiers  who  were  residents 
as  aforesaid  and  enlisted  in  the  service  as  aforesaid,  who  died  or  were 
killed  in  actual  service  under  such  enlistment,  who  have  remained  widows 
and  are  now  citizens  of  this  State,  and  'who  show  that  they  have  not 
property  of  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars,  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
entitled  to  a  land  certificate  for  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land; 
provided^  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act  unless  they 
show  that  they  have  not  property  of  the  value  of  oijie  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  desiring  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  county  of  his  res- 
idence, by  at  least  two  credible  persons,  that  he  is  entitled  to  said  land 
certificate  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  upon  the  certificate  of 
Said  commissioners'  court  under  its  seal  that  said  applicant  is  entitled  to 
said  land  certificate,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  is  author- 
ized and  required  to  issue  to  said  person  a  certificate  for  twelve  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land. 

Sec.  3.  The  certificate  granted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  located  as  follows:  The  locator  shall  also  locate  a  like  amount  of  land 
for  the  benefit  of  the  permanent  school  fund  before  either  shall  be  pat- 
ented, and  such  locations  shall  be  made  on  any  of  the  public  domain  of 
Texas  not  reserved  by  law  from  location. 

Sec.  4.  The  rapid  diminution  of  the  public  domain,  and  the  indigent 
circumstances  of  many  who  will  be  benefited  by  the  passage  of  this  bill 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  that  the  rule  requir- 
ing this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this 
bill  go  into  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  April  9,  A.  D.  1881.  ^  j 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment,     ^s'^'^^^  by  ^OOglC 
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CHAPTER  CVII. — An  act  prescribing  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
courts  of  the  twepty -third  district. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  district  courts  of  the  twenty-third  judicial  district  shall  be  held 
as  hereinafter  specified,  to-wit:  In  the  county  of  Refugio,  on  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Aransas,  on  the  second  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one 
week;  in  the  county  of  Bee,  on  the  third  Monday  after  the  first  Mon- 
days in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks; 
in  the  coutty  of  Karnes,  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  th^  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Goliad  on  the  seventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Calhoun,  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the 
county  of  Victoria,  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  DeWitt,  on  the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is 
disposed  of. 

.  Sec.  2.  That  all  writs  and  process  returnable  to  any  of  the  courts  of 
the  twenty-third  judicial  district  as  now  provided  by  law,  shall,  after  this 
act  takes  effect,  be  retunrable  to  the  terms  of  said  court  as  herein  fixed, 
and  shall  be  as  valid  and  binding  as  if  made  returnable  thereto;  that  the 
near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  imperative  public 
necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  6,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JOINT   RESOLUTIONS. 


I^o.  1. — Concurrent  resolution   allowing   room  in  capitol  building   for 
Western  Union  Telegraph  office. 

Whebeas,  The  location  of  a  branch  office  of  the  Western  Union  Tel- 
egraph company  in  some  portion  of  the  capitol  building  will  be  a  conve- 
nience to  members  during  the  Legislature;  and  whereas,  said  company 
are  prepared  to  extend  their  line  from  their  office  in  town  to  the  capitol 
building  as  soon  as  space  enough  in  said  building  is  granted  for  office 
room;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Representalives  concurring,  That 
sufficient  space,  say  six  by  eight  feet,  be  allowed  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  company  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  office  in  some  com- 
fortable part  of  the  capitol  building,  said  privilege  to  expire  with  this  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature.  The  character  of  the  privilege  to  be  conferred 
by  this  resolution  is  such  that  there  is  an  imperative  necessity  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  it  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  sus- 
pended, and  creating  an  emergency  requiring  that  it  take  effect  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  January  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  2. — Joint  resolution  regarding  the  port  of  Galveston. 

WHERBA.S,  the  State  of  Texas,  and  the  States  and  Territories  north  and 
west  of  it,  comprise  a  vast  extent  of  country  possessing  great  and  varied 
resources  which  are  being  developed  by  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
-whose  immense  grain,  cotton,  and  other  productions,  require  cheap  and 
adequate  freight  communication  with  the  markets  of  the  world,  which 
can  not  be  afforded  by  long  and  expensive  land  carriage,  the  most  im- 
portant interests  of  producers  and  consumers  demanding  a  near  outlet  to 
water  transportation; 

And,  whereas,  the  port  of  Galveston  is  the  nearest  practicable  port  for 
said  region,  to  the  markets  of  South  America,  Mexico,  Europe,  and  the 
Atlantic  coast,  only  requiring,  in  order  to  furnish  accommodations  for  all 
present  and  future  commerce  of  those  States,  that  its  bar  be  deepened  so 
as  to  admit  vessels  drawing  over  thirteen  (13)  feet  of  water; 

And,  whereas,  commercial  justice  requires  that  the  Federal  government 
should  afford  proper  facilities  for  the  protection  and  development  of  the 
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-  commerce  of  the  south  and  west,  as  well  as  cultivate  trade  relations  with 
Mexico  and  South  America; 

And,  whereas,  the* improvement  of  Galveston  harbor  is  a  matter  of 
national  importance,  which  fact  is  being  realized,  as  in  part  appears  from 
a  bill  recently  introduced  in  Congress  by  Mr.  M.  Price,  of  Iowa,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Ryan,  of  Kansas,  setting  forth  the  necessities  for  the  work  and 
providing  for  an  appropriation  of  ($1,000,000)  one  million  dollars  to  be 
used  in  deepening  the  channel  over  the  bar  into  the  harbor  of  Galveston 
for  admission  of  ocean  steamers  drawing  twenty-six  feet  of  water,  which 
action  is  appreciated  by  the  people  of  Texas;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  our  senators  be  instructed  and  our  representatives  in  Congress  be 
requested  to  urge  by  all  proper  exertions  the  early  passage  of  said  bill, 
and  such  other  measures  having  the  like  object  in  view,  which  they  may 
deem  expedient,  in  addition  to  the  current  appropriations  which  their' 
earnest  efforts  have  already  secured  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  Legislatures  of  Kansas,  Mis- 
souri, Nebraska,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Iowa,  and 
all  others  that  are  interested,  be  and  are  hereby  requested  to  take  into 
consideration  the  same  subject,  and  take  approprinte  action  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  agricultural  and  commercial  interests,  by  aiding  in  the 
accomplishment  of  this  work,  by  memorializing  Congress,  and  by  such 
other  means  as  they  may  think  advisable. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  governor  of  Texas  be  requested 
to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  governors  and  Legislatures 
of  the  States  named,  and  ask  their  co-operation,  and  also  to  transmit 
copies  hereof  to  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

Sec:  4.  The  fact  that  the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  men- 
tioned in  this  resolution  arfe  in  session,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  in  session,  and  is  soon  to  adjourn,  and  to  be  effective  this  reso- 
lution should  reach  said  several  legislative  bodies  speedily,  creates  a  pub- 
lic necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  creates  an  emergency  that  this  resoltition  should 
take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  January  24,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  3. — ^Joint  Resolution  gratiting  leave  of  absence  to  the  Hon.  Jo.  Abbott, 
judge  of  the  twenty-eighth  judicial  district. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Hon.  Jo.  Abbott,  judge  of  the  twenty-eighth  judicial  district  is 
hereby  granted  leave  of  absence  from  the  State  of  Texas  for  the  period 
of  three  successive  months  to  begin  the  first  day  July,  A.  D.  1881. 

Approved  February  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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No.  4. — Joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  requesting  our 
representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  substan- 
tial and  suitable  appropriations  for  the  attainment  of  a  large  draft 
of  water  on  the  bars  of  Bazos  de  Santiago,  Aransas,  Sabine  Pass, 
Pass  Cavallo  and  the  mouth  of  Brazos  and  Buffalo  Bayou,  in  the  State 
of  Texas.  •. 

Section  1.  Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  th^  State  of  Texas,  the 
House  of  Representatives  concurring,  That  our  senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
procure  substantial  and  Suitable  appropriations  for  the  attainment  of  a 
large  draft  of  water  on  the  bar  of  Brazos  de  Santiago  in  the  State  of 
Texas,  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demands  of  commerce  naturally  trib- 
utary to  this  important  port. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  similar  action  be  asked  for  the  bar 
at  Aransas  Pass,  Sabine  Pass,  Pass  Cavallo,  and  the  mouth  of  Brazos  and 
Buffalo  Bayou  in  said  State. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  immediately  upon  the  passage  of 
these  resolutions,  the  secretary  of  state  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
furnish  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  with  certified 
copies  of  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  short  period  now  remaining 
before  the  expiration  of  the  present  Congress  creates  a  necessity  for  sus- 
pending the  rule  which  requires  all  bills  to  be  read  on  three  different 
days  in  each  house,  and  such  rule  is  accordingly  suspended,  and  that  these 
resolutions  take  effect  and  oe  in  force  from  and  after  their  passage. 

Approved  February  12,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  5. — ^Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the  governor  to  employ  a  suitable 
and  competent  architect  or  architects  to  assist  the  board  of  commission- 
ers appointed  to  superintend  the  construction  of  a  new  capitol,  and  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  his  services. 

Whereas,  The  commissioners  heretofore  appointed  by  the  governor 
to  make  a  selection  of  a  plan  for  the  erection  of  a  new  capitol,  have 
advertised  for  plans  and  specifications  for  the  construction  of  such  build- 
ing, and  have  a  number  of  such  plans  now  before  them,  and  inasmuch  as 
it  is  a  question  of  great  delicacy  and  necessarily  involves  great  responsi- 
bility, to  the  end  that  satisfaction  may  be  assured  in  their  final  determin- 
ation and  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  his  excellency  the 
governor  and  the  request  of  the  two  building  commissioners  and  the 
superintending  architect,  that  a  skilled  and  impartial  architect  be  em- 
ployed to  assist  in  the  examination  and  selection  of  plans  which  shall  be 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  governor  and  heads  of  departments;, there- 
fore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  select  and  employ  some  skill- 
ful and  impartial  architect  or  architects  to  aid,  with  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance, the  board  heretofore  appointed  to  superintend  the  construction  of 
the  new  capitol,  in  the  adoption  of  plans  for  the  erection  of  such  build- 
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ing,  the  selection  of  proper  building  material  and  all  other  matters  con- 
ue6ted  with  the  adoption  of  such  plans. 

Sbc  2.  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  from  the  proceeds  of  the  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
set  aside  to  survey  lands  for  the  erection  of  a  new  capitol,  to  be  paid 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  section  1  hereof. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  it  is  necessary,  to  hasten  the  building  of  the  state 
capitol,  that  this  resolution  should  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage, 
therefore  an  emergency  exists  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  demands 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  which  requires  a  bill  to  be  read 
on  three  several  days,  therefore  that  the  rule  be  suspended  and  that  bill 
take  effect,  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  16,  A,  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  6. — Joint  Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  sections  2,  3,  5,  6, 
8  and  17,  article  6,  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section*  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  sections  2,  3,  6,  6,  8  and  17,  article  5,  of  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  Texas  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

ARTICLE  V. ^JUDICIARY. 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  six 
associate  justices,  four  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  whole. 
A  quorum  being  present,  they  may  organize  two  divisions,  each  to 
consist  of  three  judges,  the  chief  justice  to  co-operate  with  either 
section.  Two  judges  of  a  division  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  One  of  the 
members  in  either  division  dissenting  may  refer  any  question  in  a  case,  or 
the  whole  cause,  to  all  the  members  of  the  court  when  a  decision  shall  be 
made  by  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  the  whole  that  may  be  present.  No 
justice  shall  be  permanently  assigned  to  any  division,  but  the  justices  may 
alternate  under  such  rules  as  the  court  may  prescribe.  The  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  article,  and 
four  judges  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  shall  compose  the  supreme 
oourt;  until  the  next  general  election ;  and  the  chief  justice  of  the  present 
supreme  court  shall  be  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  created  by  this 
article,  until  the  next  general  election,  at  which  election  there  shall  be 
elected  seven  justices,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  six  years,  and  who 
shall  select  a  chief  justice  from  among  their  number,  who  shall  hold  his" 
office  for  two  years,  or  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  court.  The  jus-, 
tices  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
State  at  a  general  election  for  State  or  county  officers.  They  each  shall 
be  a  qualified  voter,  and  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and 
shall  have  been  a  practicing  lawyer,  or  a  judge  of  a  district  court  in  this 
State,  or  such  judge  and  lawyer  together,  at  least  seven  years  at  the  time 
of  their  election.  They  shall  hold  their  office  for  a  term  of  six  years,  \ 
and  each  of  them  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  not  less  than  three 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished 
during  his  term  of  office.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  chief 
justice  or  associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  the  jgovernor  shall  file 
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the  vaoancy  by  appointment  until  a  suooessor  be  eleoted  at  the  nex%, 
general  election  for  State  or  county  officers,  and  the  justices  so  elected 
shall  hold  suoh  offices  for  the  unexpired  term. 

Ssc.  3.  The  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only  ex- 
cept as  herein  specified,  which  shall  be  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the 
Slate.  Its  ajl^ellate  jurisdiction  shall  extend  to  all  civil  cases  of  which 
the  district  or  county  court  has  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction,  and  of 
aach  other  cases  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  in  appeals  from  inter- 
locutory judgments,  with  such  exceptions  and  under  suoh  regulations  as 
I  the  Legislature  naay  prescribe.  The  supreme  court  and  the  justices  thereof 
j^all  have  power  to  issue  the  writ  of  habeas  corpu^y  as  mav  be  prescribed 
fby  law,  and  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  the  said 
courts  and  the  justices  thereof  may  issue  the  writs  of  mandamtia^  proce- 
dendo, certiorari  and  such  other  writs  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  its 
jurisdiction.  The  Legislature  may  confer  original  jurisdiction  on  the 
supreme  court  to  issue  writs  of  qico  warranto  and  mandamus  in  classes  of 
<»8e8  specified  by  it,  except  as  against  the  governor  of  the  State.  The 
supreme  court  shall  also  have  power,  upon  affidavits  or  otherwise,  as  by 
the  court  may  be  thought  proper,  to  ascertain  such  matters  of  ^  fact  as 
may  be  necessary  to  the  proper  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.  The  supreme 
<$ourt  shall  sit  for  the  transaction  of  business  from  the  first  Monday  in 
October  in  each  year  until  the  last  Saturday  in  June  of  the  next  year,  at 
the  capital  and  two  other  places,  or  at  the  capital  only,  if  the  Legislature 
shall  hereafter  so  provide. 

Sec.  5.  The  court  of  appeals  shall  consist  of  three  judges,  any  two 
of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  the  concurrence  of  two  judges 
shall  be  necessary  to  a  decision  of  said  court.  They  shall  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  at  a  general  election.  They  each  shall 
be  a  qualified  voter,  and  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  thirty  years, 
and  shall  have  been  a  practising  lawyer  or  judge  of  a  district  court 
in  this  State,  or  such  lawyer  and  judge  together  at  least  seven  years 
at  the  time  of  their  election.  They  shall  hold  their  office  for  the 
terra  of  six  years,  and  each  of  them  shall  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  not  less  than  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  which  shall  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office.  In  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals,  the  governor  shall  fill  the 
vacancy  by  appointment  until  a  successor  be  elected  at  the  next  general 
election,  and  the  judge  or  judges  so  elected  shall  hold  office  for  the  unex- 
pired term. 

Sbc.  6.  The  court  of  appeals  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  co-ex- 
tensivewith  the  limits  of  the  State  in  all  criminal  cases  of  whatever  grade. 
The  court  of  appeals  and  the  judges  thereof  shall  have  power  to  issue  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law,  issue  such  writs  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  its  own  jurisdic- 
^on.  The  court  of  appeals  shall  have  power,  upon  affidavits  or  other- 
.wise  as  by  the  court  may  be  thought  proper,  to  ascertain  such  matters  of 
tfact  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction.  The  court  of 
Appeals  shall  sit  for  the  transaction  of  business  from  the  first  Monday  in 
<Ootober  of  each  year  until  the  last  Saturday  in  June  of  the  next  year,  at 
Ae  capital,  and  at  two  other  places,  or  at  the  capital  only,  if  the  Legis- 
lature shall  hereafter  so  provide. 

Ssc.  8.  The  district  court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  crim- 
'inal  cases  of  the  grade  of  felony;  of  all  suits  in  behalf  of  the  State  to 
tecover  penalties,  forfeitures  and  escheats;  of  all  cases  of  divorce;  of  all 
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misdemeanors  involving  official  misconduct;  of  all  suits  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  slander  or  defamation  of  character;  of  all  suits  for  trial  of  title 
to  land,  and  for  the  enforcement  of  liens  thereon;  of  all  suits  for  the  trial 
of  the  right  of  property  levied  upon  hy  virtue  of  any  writ  of  ezecntion, 
sequestration  or  attachment  issuing  out  of  said  court  without  regard  to 
value;  of  all  suits,  complaints  or  pleas  whatever,  without  Vegard  to  any 
distinction  between  law  and  equity,  when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall^ 
be  valued  at  or  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars  exclusive  of  interest;  of 
contested  elections;  and  said  court  and  the  judges  thereof  shall  have 
power  to  issue  writs  of  hahects  corpuSy  mandatntM,  ir^junctiona  and  cer- 
tiorari;  and  all  writs  necessary  to  enforce  their  jurisdiction.  The  district 
court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  and  general  control,  in  probate 
matters,  over  the  county  court  established  in  each  county,  for  appointing 
guardians,  granting  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration,  probating, 
wills,  for  settling  the  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,: 
and  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  appertaining  to  estates,  and  orig* 
inal  jurisdiction  and  general  control  over  executors,  administratonSi 
guardians  and  minors,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law.  The  district  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  and  generu 
supervisory  control  over  the  county  commissioners'  courts,  and  shall  have 
general  original  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  of  action  whatever,  for  which: 
a  remedy  or  jurisdiction  is  not  provided  by  law  or  this  constitution.  Alt 
cases  pending  in  the  court  of  appeals,  of  which  the  supreme  court  hac 
appellate  jurisdiction,  under  the  provisions  of  this  article,  shall  be  certi- 
fied and  the  records  transmitted  to  the  supreme  court,  and  shall  be  decided 
by  the  supreme  court  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  appealed  to  such 
court. 

Sbg.  17.  The  county  court  shall  hold  at  least  four  terms,  for  both  civil 
and  criminal  business,  annually,  as  may  be  .provided  by  law,  and  sue) 
other  terms  each  year  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  county  commissionerB! 
courts  of  each  county,  or  as  may  be  provided  by  law;  provided,  th 
county  commissioners'  court  of  any  county,  having  fixed  the  times  an< 
numbers  of  terms  of  the  county  court,  shall  not  change  the  same  agaii 
before  the  expiration  of  one  year.  Said  county  court  may  dispose  ol 
probate  matters  either  in  term  time  or  vacation.  Prosecution  mayb 
commenced  in  said  court  in  such  manner  as  is  now  or  may  be  provide< 
by  law,  and  a  jury  therein  shall  consist  of  six  men  under  such  regulation 
as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  required 
to  issue  bis  proclamation,  directing  an  election  to  be  held  throughout  th< 
State  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  A.  D.  1881,  for  the  purpose  a 
submitting  the  foregoing  amendments  to  the  qualified  voters  of  theStatei 
and  to  cause  to  be  published,  once  a  week  for  four  weeks,  at  least  threi 
months  prior  to  said  election,  the  above  proposed  amendments  in  on 
weekly  newspaper  of  each  county  in  the  State,  in  which  a  newspaper  ma] 
be  published,  and  he  shall  direct  said  election  to  be  held  in  accordano 
with  the  law  regulating  general  elections.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  proe 
lamation  of  the  governor,  the  county  judge  shall  proceed  to  issue  hi 
writs  of  election,  appointing  judges  of  election  in  accordance  with  th 
election  law.  Those  desiring  to  vote  for  the  amendment  shall  hav 
written  or  printed  upon  their  tickets:  "For  anaendment  to  artid 
five."  Those  desiring  to  vote  against  the  amendment  shall  have  writ 
ten  or  printed  upon  their  tickets:  "  Against  the  amendment  to  article  fiv«»' 
Immediately  after  the  election  the  officers  of  each  precinct  shall  foi 
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^ard  lo  the  county  judge  of  their  eoanty  a  duplicate  return  showing 
the  ii«iniber  of  votes  cast  for  or  against  the  amendment,  tend  on  the 
tenth  day  thereafter  the  county  judge  shall  open  and  count  said 
returns,  and  forthwith  forward  to  the  secretary  of  state,  in  a  sealed 
package,  a  tabulated  statement  thereof,  showing  the  total  number  of 
votes  cast  in  the  county  for  or  against  the  amendment,  and  on  the 
fortieth  day  after  said  election  the  secretary  of  state  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  governor  and  attorney  general,  open  and  count  said  re- 
turns; and  if  it  shall  appear  from  the  returns  that  a  oMJority  of  the  votes 
were  cast  for  said  amendment,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  on 
the  following  day  to  issue  his  proclamation  setting  forth  the  fact  that 
said  amendment  has  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  said  election 
and  shall  proclaim  that  said  amendment  has  become  and  is  a  part  of  the 
State  constitution,  and  this  amendment  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
said  proclamation. 

Passed  March  li,    1881,  by  vote  of   two-thirds  of   all  the  members 
elected  to  each  house. 


No.  7. — ^Joint  Resolution  granting  the  Hon.  G.  B.  Gerald,  judge  of  the 

county  court  of  McLennan  county,  sixty   days  leave  of  absence  from 

the  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  a  leave  of  absence  from  the  State  for  a  period  of  sixty  days  during 
the  year  A.  D.  1881,  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  Hon.  G.  B.  Gerald,  judge 
of  the  county  court  of  McLennan  county,  said  leave  to  be  taken  between 
^  June  the  tenth  and  September  the  first,  as  best  suitable  to  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  important  matters  call  the  Hon.  G.  B.  Gerald  from 
I  our  State  during  the  year  A.  D.  1881,  and  as  the  end  of  this  session  of 
i"  the  Legislature  is  near  at  hand,  therefore  an  emergency  exists  and  an 
imperative  public  necessity  demands  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended  and  that  this  resolu- 
tion take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  17,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after. adjournment. 


■  No.  8. — ^Joiot  Resolution  amending  section  24  of  article  3  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  twenty-four  (24)  of  article  3  of  the  constitution  of  the  State 
•of  Texas  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows  (viz) : 
'  "  Section  24.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  from  the 
public  treasury  such  compensation  for  their  services  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  provided  by  law,  not  exceeding  live  dollars  per  day.  In  addition 
^  the  per  diem,  the  members  of  each  house  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  seat  of  government,  which  mileage  shall 
bot  exceed  five  ($5,00)  dollars  for  every  twenty-five  miles,  the  distance  tb 
'be  computed  by  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route  of  travel  by  land, 
tegardless  of  railways  or  water  routes;  and  the  comptroller  of  the  State 
shall  prepare  and  preserve  a  table  of  distances  to  each  county  seat,  now 
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or  hereafter  to  be  eHtablished,  and  by  such  table  the  mileage  of  each 
member  shitll  be  paid;  but  no  member  shall  be  entitled  to  mileage  for  any 
extra  sussion  that  may  be  called  within  one  day  after  the  adjournment  of 
a  regular  or  a  called  session;  provided^  the  regular  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature shall  not  continue  longer  than  one  hundred  days." 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  submit 
to  the  vote  of  the  electors  of  the  State  the  foregoing  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  at  an  election  to  be  ordered  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  September,  A.  D.  1881,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  IV 
of  the  State  constitution. 

Passed  March  22,  1881,  by  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  house. 


No.  9. — Joint  Resolution  making  an  appropriation  for  the  settlement  of 

Thomas  Toby  claim. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  satisfactorily  established  that. the  late  Republic 
of  Texas  was  indebted  to  Thomas  Toby,  deceased,  late  of  New  Orleans, 
in  a  laige  sum  of  money  for  advances  made  and  supplies  furnished  and 
services  rendered  between  the  24th  day  of  May,  1836,  and  April  1,  1838, 
to  aid  and  sustain  her  in  her  struggle  for  independence,  which  remains 
unpaid;  and,  whereas,  there  is  a  balance  now  of  $101,113,27  in  the  United 
States  treasury  belonging  to  the  Texas  debt  fund  applicable  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  all  revolutionary  claims  of  which  this  is  one;  therefore, 

Secion  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
the  sum  of  $45,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  acknowledged  and  validated 
as  a  just  debt  against  the  reserve  fund  held  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas; 
and  our  representatives  in  Congress  are  hereby,  respectfully  requested  by 
bill  or  otherwise  to  move  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  out  of  said 
reserved  fund  for  the  full  payment  of  this  claim,  and  that  on  such  appro- 
priation by  Congress  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Toby,  deceased,  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  apply  for  and  receive  from  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  the  said  sum  of  $45,000  in  full  without 
scale  or  abatement. 

Sec.  2.  That  Texas  will  not  regard  the  payment  of  said  claim  as  a 
ciedit  on  the  amount  now  owing  to  the  State  of  Texas  hy  the  United 
States,  unless  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Toby  shall  first,  before  memorializing 
Congress  or  applying  to  any  department  of  the  general  government  for 
payment  of  said  claim,  file  in  the  office  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  a  full  release  of  all  claims  against  the  Stat.e  of  Texas  (which  may 
remain  unsatisfied  by  the  United  States  out  of  money  due  Texas  and 
reserved  by  the  United  States.) 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  10. — Joint  Resolution    expressing  sympathy  for  the  people  of    Ire- 
land in  their  struggle  against   the  oppressive  system  of  British  land- 

•   lordism. 
SECTioiff  1.     Whereas,  the  people  of  Texas  have  ever  been  the  friends 

of  a  people  struggling  against  oppression  in  any  form;  and 

Whereas,  the  representatives  of  the  people  in   the  Legislature  aasem- 
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bled,  viewing  with  deep  concern  the  contest  now  going  on,  in  which  the 
laboring  and  poor  classes  of  Ireland  seek  to  free  themselves  from  the 
oppression  of  a  vicious  system  of  landlordism,  deem  it  proper  that  expres- 
sions should  be  given  to  the  feelings  and  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Texas 
?n  behalf  of  the  oppressed. 

Sec.  2.  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  That  in  the  present  struggle  the  people  of  Ireland  are  entitled  to 
the  sympathies  of  all  civilized  and  liberty-loving  nations;  that  they  have 
the  earnest  sympathy  of  the  people  of  Texas,  whose  liberties  were  born 
of  revolution,  and  the  Legislature  sincerely  hopes  that  the*  efforts  now, 
being  made  will  speedily  result  in  such*  reform  in  the  existing  land 
system  of  Ireland,  as  shall  secure  to  the  people  of  that  country  that 
relief  to  which  in  justice  and  common  humanitv  they  are  entitled. 

Passed  March  26,  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  from  adjournment. 


No.  U. — Joint  resolution  instructing  our  senators  and  requesting  our 
representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  joint  resolution 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  secretary  of  war 
to  loan  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  State  of  Texas,  on  his  requisition, 
such  camp  and  garrison  equipage  as  may  be  needed  by  the  State  troops 
of  Texas  at  their  annual  encampment. 

SBcnoN  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
Tbat  our  senators  are  hereby  instructed,  and  our  representatives  in  Con- 
gress are  hereby  requested,  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  a  joint  resolution,  authonzing  the 
secretary  of  war  to  loan  to  the  adjutant  general  of  this  State,  on  his 
requisition,  such  camp  and  garrison  equipa^  as  may  be  needed  by' the 
State  troops  of  Texas  at  their  annual  encampment. 

Skc.  2.  That  a  copy  of  this  joint  resolution  be  forwarded  under  the 
signature  of  the  president  of  the  Senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  House,  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress. 

PasHcd  March  29,  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  12. — Joint  resolution  granting  W.  E.  Collard,  judge  of  the  ninth 
judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Texas,  T.  L.  Nugent,  judge  of  the  thir- 
tieth judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Texas,  R.  C.  Beale,  county  judge 
of  Navarro  county,  D.  C.  Barmore,  county  judge  of  Brazos  county, 
and  W.  S.  Moore,  county  judge  of  Lamar  county,  permission  to  absent 
themselves  from  the  State  at  the  times  hereinafter  named. 

I 
Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Hon.  W.  E,  Collard,  district  judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district 
of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  Hon.  T.  L.  Nugent,  judge  of  the  thirtieth 
judicial  district  of  the  State  of  T*'xas;  R.  C.  Beale,  county  judge  of 
l^avarro  county;  D.  C.  Barmore,  county  judge  of  Brazos  county,  and  W. 
8.  Moore,  county  judge  of  Lamar  county,  be  and  they  are  hereby  excused 
from  the  performances  of  the  duties  of  said  offices,  and  are  authorized  tc 
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absent  themselves  from  the  State  of  Texas  as  follows:  Hon.  W.  E. 
Col  lard,  judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district,  for  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  A.  D.  1881,  and  Hon.  T.  L.  Nugent,  judge  of  the  thirtieth  judi- 
cial district,  for  two  months  during  his  vacation  in  the  year  A.  D.  1882; 
Hon.  R.  C.  Beale,  county  judge  of  Navarro  county,  for  thirty  days  at  any 
time  during  the  year  1881;  Hon.  D.  C.  Barbore,  county  judge  of  Brazos 
county,  for  the  months  of  June  and  July,  1881 ;  Hon.  W.  S.  Moore,  county 
judge  of  Lamar  county,  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  A  D. 
1881. 

Sbc.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  bills 
and  resolutions  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  prior  to  its 
passage,  be  suspended  as  to  this  resolution;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  parties  herein  named  shall  have  the  advantages 
contemplated  by  this  act,  this  act  should  take  effect  at  once;  therefore 
an  emergency  exists  that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  13. — Joint  Resolution  appropriating  five  thousand  dollars  for  per 
diem  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Resolved  by  the^  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  or  as  much 
thereof  as  may  be  needed,  be  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the 
tre  sury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  the  per  diem  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Legislature. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  session  creates  an  emer- 
gencv  and  an  imperative  necessity  for  a  suspension  of  rules,  and  that 
this  bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  April  1,  A.  D.  1881 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS, ) 
Department  op  State.      ) 
I,  T.    H.   Bowman,   secretary   of    state    of  the  State  of    Texas,  do 
hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared   the  foregoing  laws  and    joint 
resolutions,  passed  by  the  Seventeenth  Legislature,  with  the  originals 
now  on  file  in  this  department,  and  that  they  are  true  copies  thereof, 
I  further  certify  that  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas 
convened  at  the  city  of  Austin  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1881,  and  adjourned  on  the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1881. 
j^ — ' — ^       In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereto  sign  my  name  and  affix  the 
J  \  seal  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  Austin,  on  this  the  twenty-fifth 

r'  ^'i  day  of  July,  A,  D.  1879.  T.  H.  Bowman, 

*-— Y--'*  Secretary  of  State, 
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COI/LINGSWORTH  COUNTY —  ^ 

attached  for  judicial  purposes   8 

in  Wheeler  land  district 24 

CoMAKCHB  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

COMPTBOLLBR  OP  PUBLiC  ACCOUNTS— 

duty  of,  under  act  regulating  sale  of  liquors 21 

member  of  board  to  contract  for  surveying  300  leagues  of  land 66 

CJOMMISSIONEBB  OP  APPEALS — 

governor  to  appoint 4 

term,  etc 4 

Comal  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 69 

Concho  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in • 78 

CONPBDBBATE  CBIPPLB&— 

land  granted  to 182 

Contract— 

for  carrying  convicts 108 

Constitution,  State — 

proposed  amendments  to 128,  131 

Constables — 

fees  of 37 

Convicts— 

conveyed  to  penitentiary  by  contract 108 

notice  to  contractor  to  call  for 109 

sheriff  may  convey,  when 109 

Cook,  Gustavb- 

may  sue  for  unpaid  balance  of  salary 98 

Cooke  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 8 

COBYELL  COUTNY — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in , 78 

Cottle  County — 

in  Baylor  land  district 24 

attached  for  judicial  purposes ^ * . . . .  1* 

certain  locations  and  surveys  in,  validated  ......  Digitized  by  y^OpglC  ...  104 
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COTJHTIB8--  PAGE 

authorized  to  fund  bonded  indebtedness 117 

CouKTiES,  Unorganized— 

when  organized,  judge  to  fix  time  for  district  court 9,  79 

three  hundred  leagues  of  land  appropriated  for 65 

to  pay  patent  and  surveying  fees 66 

when  organized,  county  seat  where  to  be  located 67 

deeds  to  land  in,  when  to  be  recorded 72 

election  pi  ecincts  in,  created 97 

sale  of  school  lands  in 119 

County  Beats— 

in  newly  organized  counties 67 

where  to  be  located 67 

Courts,  County  Commissioners — 

authorized  to  issue  bonds  to  build  court  houses 5 

to  appoint  sheep  inspector  in  certain  counties 19 

in  reference  to  causes  tried  on  change  of  venue 52 

to  furnish  records  to  surveyors 71 

duty  of,  with  reference  to  sale  of  alternate  sections  schoo".  land 119-120 

Courts,  County— 

jurisdiction  of,  in  certain  counties,  diminished 3 

time  of  holding,  for  criminal  business,  in  Grayson  an(^  Dallas  counties. .  11 

jurisdiction  in  certain  counties  diminished 11,  33,  64 

in  Navarro  county,  Reinvested  with  jurisdiction —  28 

cases  of  administration  to  be  transferred  to 72 

jurisdiction  restored  to,  in  certain  counties 74 

compensation  for  ex-officio  services  of  counjy  clerk    99 

Courts,  Justiceb'— 

time  of  holding  to  be  fixed  by  commissioners'  court 10 

precinct  No.  1,  certain  jurisdiction  transferred  from  county  courts 13 

pay  of  jurors  in 32 

Courts,  District— 

transfer  of  indictment  from 2 

to  designate  day  for  taking  np  causes  on  jury  civil  docket 5 

time  of  holding,  in  tenth  district 8 

time  of  holding,  in  thirty  fifth  district 8 

time  of  holding,  in  twenty-fifth  district 10 

time  of  holding,  in  thirty  fourth  district 12 

time  of  holding,  in  fifth  district. . .  i 15 

may  remove  disabilities  of  minors 16 

terms  of,  in  Gonzales  county .* 20 

time  of  holding,  in  thirteenth  district 34 

terms  of,  in  Kaufman  county ....  53 

time  of  holding,  in  thirty-sixth  district 68 

time  of  holding,  in  twenty-second  district 68 

time  of  holding,  in  twenty-fourth  district 68 

transfer  of  cases  of  administration,  etc,,  from 72 

special  term  in  Freestone  county -^vsvNnh  *  •  •  ''^ 

time  of  holding,  in  twelfth  distriot. ?P?f.^.^.^.V^.9.981V. . .  77 
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Courts,  DisTRiCT—Continued.  paoi 

time  of  holding,  in  seventeenth  district , 11 

time  of  holding,  in  twentieth  district 77 

time  of  holding,  in  thirty-third  district  .  / 11 

time  of  holding,  in  thirtieth  district 77 

time  of  holding,  in  twenty-eighth  district 103 

time  of  holding,  in  twer  ty-nin(h  district Ill 

tim6  of  holding,  in  twenty-third  district 123 

<  CURT  Houses— 

bonds  to  build  may  be  issued 5 

Crime — 

temporary  insanity  or  intoxication  not  to  mitigate  degree  or  penalty  of  . .      9 

Crockett  ^'ounty — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

Crosby  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 


D 

Dallam  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 8 

in  Oldham  land  district 24 

Dallas  County — 

time  of  holding  county  court  in  for  criminal  business 11 

Dawson  County— 

Ojttached  for  judicial  purposes 79 

Deaf  Smith  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 8 

in  Oldham  land  district 24 

Defense— 

act  governing,  in  temporary  insanity  and  intoxication 9 

Deeds,  Etc.— 

where  to  be  recorded 72 

Denton  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in .^ 8 

DeWitt  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 123 

Dickens  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes * 12 

DiMMiTT  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished * 13 

time  of  holding  court  in 1..    68 

District  Courts  (see  Courts,  District.) 

Donley  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes /^. , . . . .  j. . . ,      8 

in  Clay  land  district ... Pl^  i^^^  by  V^iOOgie         24 
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ViffTKicTBj  Judicial—       i  vXGt^ 

tenth,  reorcranized 8  \ 

thirty-fifth,  created. 8 

twenty-fiftl^,  reorganized 10 

thirty-fourth,  created 12 

district  attorneys  to  be  elected  in  certain.*. , 37 

thirty  sixth,  created 68 

twenty-second,  reor^nized 68 

twenty-f ourth,  reorganized 68 

twelfth,  seventeenth,  twentieth,   reorganized,    and   thirty-third,   estab- 
lished  :.... 77 

Dbummebb— 

prosecution  of,  for  non-payment  of  tax  may  be  dismissed,  when 34 

Duval  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 10 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

E 

Babtland  County— 

jarisdiction  of  county  court  restored 74 

'  time  of  holding  court  in 77 

Edwards  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 69 

Elkction— 

law  amended 97 

precincts  in  unorganized  counties 97 

El  Paso  County— 

jurisdiction  of  co.nty  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

Encinal  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 10 

Ebath  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

Estates  of  Dbgbasbd  Prbbons — 

act  concerniDg,  amended 31 

executors  and  administrators  to  make  annual  exhibits 31 

executors  and  administrators  may  be  removed  by  county  judge 31 

cases  of  administration  may  be  transferred  to  county  court .^ 73 

EZBCUTOBS  OF  ESTATES- 

when  may  be  removed  . . .  • '. -  31 

F 

PSBS— 

of  sheriffs  and  constablf  s •. . . , 37 

compensation  for  ex-offlcio  services  of  county  clerks 99 

Fblony— 

to  file  upon  or  locate  land  for  private  parties  while  surveying  for  the 
State ^r^r.^.V    67 
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Fish—*  paob 

act  for  protection  of 28 

certain  counties  exempt 80  i 

act  to  make  appropriation  for  the  propagation  and  preservati.m  of 83 

ways  and  ladder • 83 

misdemeanor  to  fail  to  construct  fish-ways 88 

oommissioner  to  be  appointed 88 

how  distributed 88 

appropriation 88 

FiBHBB  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 7d 

Frebstonb  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in , 34 

special  term  of  court  in. 78 

Prontibb— 

abstract  of  cost  of  defending,  to  filed  in  War  Department. . .   Ill 

Floyd  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 13 

in  Baylor  land  district 24 

Franklin  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in 15 

Frio  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 18 

time  of  holding  court  in 68 

G 

Gainbs  County—   . 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 79 

Galveston— 

resolution  regarding  improvements  of  harbor 125 

Game— 

act  for  protection  of 29 

when  unlawful  to  kill 29 

certain  counties  exempt 30 

Games — 

bettingat. 17 

Garza  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes .* 12 

Geralp,  G.  B.  (Judge)— 

leave  of  absence  granted  to 131 

Gillespie  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished '  . . .     18 

time  of  holding  court  in » 78 

Gk)LIAD  County —  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

time  of  holding  court  in 128j 
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GOKZALBS  COUHTY —  PAGE 

change  of  time  of  holding  court  in 20 

Gk)AT&— 

running  at  large 82 

misdemeanor  to  pasture,  on  land  of  another 104 

GOVEBNOH— 

to  appoint  commissioners  of  appeals 4 

to  appoint  judge  thirty-fifth  judicial  district 9 

to  appoint  district  attorney  tenth  judicial  district 9 

to  appoint  district  attorney  thirty-fifth  judicial  district 9 

to  appoint  judge  and  district  attorney  in  thirty-fourth  judicial  district... .     12 
to  appoint  district  attorneys  in  nineteenth  and  thirtieth  judidal  districts    21 

to  appoint  board  of  veterans * 36 

member  of   penitentiary   board .....' 38 

member  of  board  to  contract  for  survey  of   three  hundred  leagues  of 

land  for  unorganized  counties 65 

to  appoint  commissioner  to  superintend  survey  of  lands  for  unorgan- 
ized counties 66 

to  appoint  judge  and  district  attorney  in  thirty-sixth  district 68 

to  appoint  district  attorney  in  fifteenth  district 71 

to  appoint  directors  of  A.   &  M.  College t5 

and  attorney-general  to  employ  counsel  to  protect  State's    title  to  cer- 
tain university  lands 76 

to  appomt  judge  thirty-third  district * 11 

to  appoint  district   attorney  twentieth  district 11 

to  nominate  regents  of  State  university 80 

to  appoint  fish  commissioner 83 

to  appoint  architect  to  examine  plans  for  capitol.4 12*7 

to  submit  constitutional  amendments  to  vote  of  the  people 128-131 

to  appoint  inspector  of  stock  in  certain  counties .' 106 

one  of  board  to  contract  for  conveying  convicts 108 

to  file  in  n.  S.  War  Department  vouchers  and  abstracts  showing  money 
expended  by  Texas  for  frontier  defense Ill 

Gray  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 8 

in  Wheeler  land  district 24 

Geaysoi}  County — 

time  of  holding  county  court  for  criminal  business ii 

\ 
Grbeb  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 8 

in  Clay  land  district 24 

Gruibs  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 33 

H 

Hall  County—  .  Cr^c^nio 

attached  for  judicial  purposes .^i^'l^^^^^.  V.9.98.^^     8 

in  Baylor  land  district 24 
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Hale  County  p^gb 

attached  for  judicial  purpoaes. 12 

in  Baylor  land  district 24 

Hamilton  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  dimini^ed % 3 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

Hansford  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes , 8 

in  Wheeler  land  district 24 

Habdbhan  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

in  Clay  land  distiict 24 

certain  locations  and  surveys  in,  validated 104 

Hartley  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes « 8 

in  Oldham  land  district 24 

Hardin  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

Harbors — 

resolution  looking  to  appropriation  from  U.  S.  Congress 12*7 

Haskell  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

Hbmphill  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purp  )ses ..k. 8 

in  Wheeler  land  district 24 

Hbndbrson  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

Hill  County-  - 

certain  lands  detached  from 38 

act  relating  to  university  land  lying  in 76 

time  of  holding  court  in 103 

Hidalgo  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 10 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished     13 

Hockley  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes * 12 

Hood  County — 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

Howard  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 79 

Hogs— 

running  at  large 82 

misdemeanor  to  pasture,  on  land  of  another 104 

Hutchison  County —  * 

attached  for  judicial  purposes {^r^rArtltr  •  •  —  •     * 

in  Wheeler  land  district °.  f.?.'.'.^>:^XXS^.^. 24 
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transfer  of,  from  district  courts 2 

I  act  prescribing  requisites  of 60 

Ihspxgtob— 

of  stock,  governor  to  appoint  in  certain  counties; .  106 

\  sheep  may  be  appointed 19 

Ihjuwction— 

courts  cannot  issue,  against  officers  of  executive  department 7 

Ihbahity— 
i  temporary,  caused  by  use  of  ardent  spirits,  no  excuse  for  comndssion  of 

crime,  etc 9 

Intoxication^ 
I  not  to  mitigate  degree  of  or  penalty  of  crime * 9 

IirrBBBST — 

on  public  debt,  appropriation  to  pay 16 

'     Ikdian  Rbsebvation— 

lands  in,  set  apart  for  free  schools 27 

Ibbland— 

resolution  of  sympathy  for  people  of 13!S 

J 

Jackson  County— 

proceedings  of  county  coart  validated 14 

Jack  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in .' Ill 

Jabfbb  County— 

jurisdictionof  county  court  diminished. 3 

Jeffebson  County— 

juiisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

Johnson  County — 

certain  lands  detached  from  Hill  county  attached  to 38 

time  of  holding  court  in 103 

Judge,  County — 

may  remove  executors  and  administrators 31 

to  certify  to  validity  of  veteran  claims 36 

to  certify  to  certain  accounts  for  jury  service 52 

JtDGE,  District — 

governor  to  appoint  in  thirty -fifth  district 9 

to  fix  time  for  court  in  newly  organized  counties 9, 79 

governor  to  appoint,  in  thirty-fourth  district 12 

governor  to  appoint,  in  thirty-sixth  district 68 

to  transfer  cases  of  administration ,  etc.,  to  county  court 72 

governor  to  appoint  in  thirty-third  district , 77 

JuBY  Civil  Docket—  o\g\t\ze6  by  LiOOglC 

day  for  taking  up  causes  on  to  be  designated 5 
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JUBOBft—  FA6S 

pay  of,  in  criminal  cases .* 31 

in  cases  removed  by  change  of  venue,  by  whom  paid. 52 

JUBTIGSa  OF  THB  PEACE— 

commissioners*  court  to  fix  times  of  holding  courts  of. 10 

report  names  of  Jurors  to  county  clerk 32 

^ilty  of  misdemeanor,  when 32 

K 

Kabnss  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 33 

time  of  holding  court  in 123 

Kaufman  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in. .  *.  — '    53 

Kendall  County — 

Jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

time  of  holding  court  in 69 

Kebb  County—  .  ^ 

"  time  of  holding  court  in 69 

Kent  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

Kinney  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in 68 

Kimble  County— 

jurisdiction  of  court  diminished 13 

time  of  holding  court  in T8 

Kino  County- 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

E^ox  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

in  Baylor  land  district 24 

certain  locations  and  surveys  in  validated 104 

L 

Llano  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in '78 

Lamb  County— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes * 12 

in  Baylor  land  district. ...   24 

Lampasas  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

time  of  holding  court  in 18 

Land  Distbicts— 

Clay,  Baylor,  Wheeler  and  Oldham  created Digifi^eti'bvGoOQk'  •  *  •     ^ 

certain  surveys  made  through  Jack,  validated V. 104 
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Lakos-^  paok 

sold  for  taxes  to  State,  time  to  redeem  extended 2 

forfeited  surveys,  when  may  be  filed  on .  < 6 

lying  between  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  under  certain  grant  or  title, 

owners  of,  to  archive  in  land  office 37 

certain,  detached  from  Hill  and  attached  to  Johnson  county. 38 

sale  of,  for  taxes  to  be  advertised  in  newspapers 51 

deeds,  etc.,  to,  in  unorganized  counties,  where  to  be  recorded 72 

pasturing  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  on  lands  not  his  own 104 

,     patents  to  between  Rio  Grande  and  Nueces  rivers 105 

rendered  for  taxation  and  placed  on  unrendered  roll 107 

Lakds,  PUBI^lC— 

act  providing  for  sale  of,  amended 24 

for  sale,  size  of  tract,  frontage  on  stream . . .-. 25 

for    State    Capitol,    preference    right   of    location   in   counties  where 

reserved '. 25 

known  as  "  Indian  Reservation,"  set  apart  to  free  school  fund 27 

one    thousand  two   hundred  and  eighty  acres  of,  granted  to  Texas 

veterans .' 35 

three  hundred  leagues  appropriated  for  unorganized  counties 65 

certain  locations  and  surveys  upon,  validated 104 

one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty    acres  of  granted  to  disabled 

Confederate  soldiers 122 

LAin>s,  Univkbsity— 

act,  to  provide  for  protection  of  State's  title  to 76 

Lahds,  Pubmc  Fbbb  School— 

act  authorizing  sale  of  alternate  sections  of ,  amended . . .  ^ 119 

Land  Officb — 

commissioner  of,  to  notify  party  interested  of  forfeiture  of  survey 6 

commissioner  of,  to  issue  l&nd  certificate  to  Texas  veterans * 36 

commissioner  of,  to  report  fraudulent  veteran  claims  to  county  attorneys    36 
owners  of  certain  lands  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  to  archive 

grant  in 37 

money  paid  into,  for  patents  to  land  in  M.   P.  railroad  reserve  to  be 

refunded 59 

commissioner  to  patent  certain  la,nds  to  unorganized  counties 66 

commissioner  to  patent  certain  land  surveys,  which  were  made  through 

Jack  land  district 104 

commissioner  to  patent  certain  lands  between  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande-  - 

rivers 105 

LaSallb  County — 

attached  for  Judicial  purposes 11 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

time  of  holding  court  in 68 

Liberty  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

Limestone  County-  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 

time  of  holding  court  in K?. .     34 
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Lipscomb  Countt —  page 

attached  for  judicial  purposes * 8 

in  Wheeler  land  district 24 

Locations— 

certain  ones  validated 194 

LiVB  Oak  Couhtt— 

time  of  holding  court  in 681 

LiQUOBS— 

act  regulatjag  sale  of. , 21 

persons  engaged  in  occupation  of  selling,  to  give  bond \ 21 

dealers  liable  on  bond \ 22 

act  regulating  sale  of,  amended 11^ 

LiQuoB  Dbalbrs— 

not  to  sell  to  minors,  drunkards,  etc 22 

liable  on  bond 22 

act  regulating  occupation  of,  etc . .  lia 

Lubbock  Couhty— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

Ltnk  OouNTy-— 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

M, 
Mandamus— 

courts  can  not  issue  against  officers  of  executive  departments* T 

Mason  County— 

time  of  'holding  court  in.  *. T^ 

Mabtin  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 7^ 

Mabion  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 3 

time  of  holding  court  in 15 

Matagobda  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished ,., S 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  restored T4 

Mavebick  County — 

time  of  .holding  court  in : 6» 

I^gLennan  County — 

act  relating  to  university  lands  lying  in t$ 

McMullbn  County — 

proviso  as  to  judicial  district U 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 13 

time  of  holding  court  in 6S 

MoCuLLOCH  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished i^ti^^^j^  .C^OOilL 3 

time  of  holding  court  in 7ft 
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4 

Medina  County —  paob 

jurisdiction  of  ootinty  court  diminished  . .   IS 

time  of  holding  court  in ' 6$ 

Menard  County —  • 

time  of  holding  court  in 78 

MmoBB— 

act  regulating  remoTal  of  dlMbilitles  of IS 

liquor  dealen  not  to  sell  liquors  to 22 

MiSDSMEANOB — 

to  break,  injure  or  destroy  trunks  or  other  baggage .^ It 

to  catch  fish,  when 29 

to  kill  game  wild  game,  when 29 

justices,  to  fail  to  report  names  pf  jurors 32 

for  persons  owning  mill-dams  to  fail  to  t^onstruct  fish  ladders 83 

notaries  using  improper  seals 96 

certain  notaries  failing  to  deposit  records  with  county  clerk ; . .  96 

to  pasture  stock  on  land  of  another 104 

to  resist  an  officer 108 

Mitchell  County— 

time  of  holding  court  in •. , 77 

Mississippi  and  Pacifc  R.  R  Rssbbyb— 

money  paid  to  land  office  for  patents  to  land  in,  to  hie  refunded 59 

Montagus  County— 

time  of  holding  court  m 8 

Montoombby  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished 38 

MooBB  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 8 

in  Oldham  land  district. 24 

MoBRis  County— 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  diminished    3 

time  of  holding  court  iu 16 

jurisdiction  of  county  court  restored 74 

Mortgaobs  and  Dbbds— 

where  ta  be  recorded 72 

MooBE.  W.  8.  (Judge)— 

leave  of  absence  granted  to 138 

Motley  County — 

attached  for  judicial  purposes 12 

in  Baylor  land  district / 24 

N 
Kaoogdochbs  County — 

jurisdiction  of  county  moutX  diminished 8 

Navakbo  County —  r^  i 
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CHAPTER  L — An  act  to  authorize  and  require  the  commissoner  of 
the  general  land  office  to  issue  a  certificate  for  one  league  of  land 
to  the  heirs  of  Moses  Herrin. 

Whereas,  Moses  Herrin  emigrated  to  the  Republic  of  Texas  prior  to 
May  2,  1835,  was  a  married  man-  and  resided  in  Texas  from  the  time  of 
his  said  immigration  until  his  death,  about  the  year  1846;  and, 

Whereas,  said  Moses  Herrin  received  from  the  government  of  Coa- 
huila  and  Texas  a  grant  of  one  league  of  land  situated  in  Limestone 
county;  also  a  certificate  from  the  Republic  of  Texas  for  one  labor  of 
land;  and, 

Whereas,  said  grant  of  one  league  of  land  was  and  is  covered  by  an 
older  grant  in  the  name  of  Andres  V  arela,  and  was  for  that  reason  wholly 
lost  to  said  Herrin  and  his  heirs;  and,  ^ 

Whereas,  the  heirs  of  said  Herrin  have  given  the  notice  required  by 
law  in  such  cases,  that  they  will  apply  to  this  Legislature  for  a  special 
law  granting  them  a  certificate  for  one  league  of  land  as  the  heirs  of 
said  Herrin;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  certificate  for  one  league  of  land  to 
the  heirs  of  Moses  Herrin,  the  same  to  be  located  and  patented  on  any 
of  the  unlocated  public  domain  authorized  by  law  to  be  located. 
'  Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

l^akes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


4 


CHAPTER  \l,—An  act  to  amend  sections  2S  and  31  of  an  "  Act 
entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  and  supplemental  to  an  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  consolidate  in  07ie  act  and  amend  the  several  acts 
iiworporating  the  city  of  Houston  in  Harris  county  y'*  approved  April 
21,  A.  D,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
sections  23  and  31  of  an  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Houston,  approved 
April  21,  A.  D.  1879,  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Section  23.  That  the  city  council  shall  have  the  exclusive  control 
and  power  over  the  streets,  alleys  and  public  grounds  and  highways  of 
the  city,  and  to  abate  and  remove  encroachments  or  obstructions  there- 
on, to  open,  alter,  widen,  extend,  establish,  regulate,  grade,  clean,  pave 
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or  otherwise  improve  the  same,  to  put  drains  and  sewers  therein,  to 
prevent  the  encumbering  thereof  in  any  manner,  and  to  protect  the  same 
from  any  encroachment  or  injury;  to  regulate,  establish  and  alter  the 
grade  of  all  premises,  and  to  require  and  compel  the  filling  uj)  and  raising 
of  the  same;  to  establish,  erect,  construct,  regulate  and  keep  in  repair  all 
bridges,  culverts,  sewers,  sidewalks  and  crossings,  and  to  regulate  the 
use  and  construction  of  the  same,  and  to  abate  and  punish  any  obstruc- 
tions or  encroachments  thereon;  and  the  cost  of  the  construction 
of  all  such  sidewalks,  and  grading  done  thereon,  or  the  filling  up  and 
raising  the  grade  of  any  premises,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  owners  of  the 
lot  or  part  of  lot  or  block  on  which  such  sidewalk  may  front,  or  such 
grading  or  filling  is  done,  and  the  cost  of  same,  together  with  the  cost  of 
the  colTectioD  thereof,  shall  be  a  good  and  valid  charge  against  the  owners 
of  such  lot  or  lots  or  block,  and  a  lien  and  encumbrance  upon  the  lot  or 
part  of  lot,  block  or  premises  upon  which,  or  in  front  of  which,  said 
improvements  may  be  constructed,  which  amount  shall  be  assessed  as  a 
tax  against  the  property  and  the  owners  thereof,  and  may  be  collected 
and  the  lien  foreclosed  m  any  court  having  jurisdiction;  provided,  that 
all  improvements  of  sidewalks,  fillings  and  gradings  shall  be  advertised, 
and  let  out  by  contract  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder.  The  city  council 
shall  be  invested  with  full  power  and  authority  upon  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  resident  owners  on  both  sides  of  any  street,  avenue  or  high- 
way or  of  such  portion  thereof  as  may  be  proposed  to  be  improved,  to  grade, 
shell,  pave,  repair  or  otherwise  improve  any  avenue,  street,  alley  or  other 
highway,  or  any  portion  thereof,  within  the  limits  of  said  city  whenever  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected,  they  majr  deem  such  improve- 
ment for  the  public  interest;  the  cost  of  which  grading,  shelling,  paving 
or  repairing  shall  be  done  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  the  owners  of  the  lot 
or  lots  or  block  fronting  upon  the  alley,  avenue,  street  or  other  highway  so 
improved;  and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  and  expense 
of  such  improvements  and  the  cost  of  collecting  thejsame,  the  city  couucil 
9hall  have  full  power  to  assess,  l^vy  and  collect  a  tax  upon  the  lot  or  lots 
or  block  or  blocks  fronting  on  such  alley,  avenue,  street  or  other  high- 
way, which  tax,  when  so  levied  and  assessed,  shall  be  a  valid  charge 
againpt  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  or  lots  or  block,  as  well  as  a  lien 
and  encumbrance  upon  the  property  itself,  which  amount  may  be  col- 
lected and  the  said  hen  enforced  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction; 
provided,  that  the  city  alone  shall  pay  for  the  improving  of  the  inter- 
sections of  the  streets  from  block  to  block  across  the  streets  either  way; 
and  provided  further,  that  no  one  shall  be  made  to  pay  for  any  improve- 
ment done  on  any  street  that  may  be  paved  or  otherwise  improved  as 
hereinbefore  provideid,  save  for  the  proportional  part  of  the  street  that 
may  be  in  front  of  his  property,  and  in  no  event  shall  such  owner  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  the  improvement  of  such  street  more  than  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value  of  his  property  fronting  thereon,  and  that 
any  railroad  or  street  railway  company  shall  be  liable  for  any  grading, 
paving  or  other  improvement  made  upon  any  portion  of  said  sweets  usm 
or  occupied  by  such  companies;  to  secure  the  safety  and  convenience  of 
passing  in  the  streets,  sidewalks  and  other  places  m  the  city,  to  fix  the 
scjuaring,  and  to  prevent  encroachments  and  obstructions  on  the  streets, 
sidewalks,  squares,  ways,  levees  and  public  roads  and  places;  to  fix  the 
place  for  anchoring  all  water  craft  on  Buffalo  Bayou ;  to  establish  an 
active  system  of  inspection  over  the  conduct  of  persons  and  premises,  to 
prevent  cattle,  horses,  swine,  goats,  geese  and   animals  from  running 
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at  large  in  the  streets;  to  establish  and  maintain  a  city  police,  pre- 
scribe the  duties  of  policemen,  and  regulate  their  conduct;  to  pro- 
vide for  lighting  the  streets,  and  for  this  purpose  may  establish  gas 
works  for  the  manufacture  of  gas  for  the  use  of  the  city  and  the 
inhabitants  thereof  at  cost  price;  to  determine  in  what  part  of  the 
city  slaughter  houses,  bone  boilers,  soap  makers,  or  other  establish- 
ments for  any  business  which  is  or  may  be  injurious  to  the  value  of  adja- 
cent property,  or  unwholesome  or  disagreeable  to  the  occupant  of  adja- 
cent property,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  erected;  to  determine  in  what 
part  of  the  city  wooden  buildings  shall  not  be  erected;  within  the  limits 
prescribed  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  erect  such  buildings;  to  pre- 
vent gunpowder  or  other  explosive  material,  kerosine  oil  or  other  inflam- 
mable oils,  being  stored  within  the  city  limits  in  such  quantity  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  adjacent  property;  to  provide  means  for  the  pro- 
tection against  and  extinguishment  of  conflagrations,  and  for  the  regula- 
tion, maintenance  and  support  of  a  fire  department;  to  permit  or  forbid 
theatres,  balls,  or  other  public  amusements,  and  to  suppress  the  same 
whenever  the  preservation  of  order,  tranquility  or  public  safety  may 
require;  to  close  dram  shops,  drinking  saloons  and  other  places  where 
intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  whenever  necessary  or  expedient;  to  define 
what  shall  be  nuisances  in  said  city,  and  to  abate  them  by  summary  pro- 
ceedings; to  provide  a  work-house  for  vagabonds  and  disorderly  persons 
who  are  unable  to  pay  fines,  and  to  make  regulations  concerning  the 
same;  to  regulate  weights  and  measures  in  tire  city,  aflix  penalties  for 
violation,  fix  standard,  etc. ;  also,  that  the  city  council  may  provide,  own 
and  maintain  water  works  for  the  use  of 'the  city  and  its  inhabitants;  to 
provide  and  keep  a  city  prison ;  to  make  all  needful  and  proper  regula- 
tions concerning  bakers,  butchers,  keepers  of  taverns,  grog-shops,  and 
other  public  houses,  draymen,  horse  drivers,  water  carriers,  omnibus  driv- 
ers, hack  drivers  and  drivers  of  baggage-wagons,  and  especially  to  pre- 
serve order  and  prevent  noise  and  confusion  in  and  about  the  several 
depots  on  the  arrival  and  departure  of  railway  trains;  to  prevent  extor- 
tion by  carriers  of  passengers  or  baggage,  hacks,  drays,  and  all  public 
conveyances,  by  establishing  maximum  rates  of  charges;  to  direct 
and  control  the  laying  and  construction  of  railroad  tracks  turn- 
outs and  switches,  and  to  require  that  they  be  constructed  and  laid* 
so  as  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  ordinary  travel  and  use 
of  streets;  to  require  railroad  companies  to  keep  the  streets  through 
which  they  run  in  repair,  and  to  light  the  same  whenever  deemed 
necessary;  to  construct  and  keep  in  repair  bridges  and  crossings  at 
the  intersection  of  streets  and  avenues,  aijd  over  all  ditches,  sewers 
and  culverts  on  the  line  of  the  railway;  to  regulate  the  speed  of 
engines  and  locomotives  within  said  city;  to  control  and  regulate 
everything  concerning  street  railways,  and  generally  to  make  and  estab* 
lish  all  rules,  regulations,  by-laws  and  ordinances  which  may  con- 
tribute to  and  promote  the  better  administration  of  the  affairs  of  said 
city,  as  well  as  for  the  maintefiance  of  the  peace,  tranquility  and  safety 
of  said  city,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Houston  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  authorized  to  take  and  condemn  land  and  real  estate  in  said  city 
to  the  public  use,  viz:  for  streets,  alleys  and  public  highways,  for  extend- 
ing, straightening  and  widening  those  streets  now  in  use,  for  public 
wharves  and  landing  places  for  steamers  and  other  water  craft,  and  for 
public  squares,  parks  and  pleasure  grounds.    For  the  condemnation  of  any 
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land  or  real  estate,  the  following  proceedings  shall  be  had:  The  city  attor- 
ney or  attorneys,  employed  by  the  city  for  that  purpose,  shall  file  a  petition 
in  the  district  court  of  Harris  county  against  the  owner  of  the  land  or  real 
estate  sought  to  be  condemned  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  setting 
forth,  first,  the  name  or  names  and  residence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  if 
known,  and  .if  unknown  the  same  shall  be  stated;  second,  the  description 
by  metes  and  bounds  of  any  actual  survey,  had  for  that  purpose,  of  the 
land  or  real  estate  sought  to  be  condemned ;  third,  the  purpose  for  which 
the  same  is  proposed  to  be  taken  and  applied;  fourth,  the  supposed  value 
of  the  property  to  be  condemned ;  fifth,  the  'prayer  that  the  same  be  con- 
demned to  the  public  use  for  the  purpose  stated ;  and,  upon  the  filing  of 
such  petition,  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon  as  in  other,  civil  suits, 
and  when  personal  service  can  not  be  had  by  reason  of  the  defendant 
being  a  non-resident  or  unknown,  service  by  publication  shall  be  made  as 
provided  in  other  cases  in  the  district  court,  and  upon  trial  the  court 
shall  proceed  to  render  judgment,  condemning  the  land  to  public  use, 
upon  the  payment  of  the  value  thereof  as  assessed  by  the  jury,^and  upon 
any  suit  being  brought  thereafter  against  the  said  corporation  for  such 
property  so  condemned,  a  copy  of  the  judgment  and  an  actual  tender  of 
the  money  in  court  shall  be  sufficient  answer  in  bar  of  a  recovery  in  any 
such  suit.  All  costs  of  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  land  and 
real  estate  under  this  act  shall  be  taxed  against  the  plaintiffs,  including 
reasonable  fees  of  the  attorney,  which  the  court  shall  appoint  to  represent 
the  defendant  when  cited  by  publication." 

"Sec.  31.  That  the  city  council  shall  have  power  by  ordinance  to 
annually  levy,  assess  and  collect  taxes  not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  upon  all  real  and  personal  estate  and  property  in  the  city  not 
exempt  from  taxation,  and  to  determine  when  taxes  shall  be  paid  by  cor- 
porations or  when  by  individual  incorporators,  and  to  levy  and  collect 
from  each  male  inhabitant  of  the  city  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
an  annual  poll  tax  of  one  dollar.  All  taxes  on  real  estate  shall  be  a  lien 
and  charge  upon  the  property,  and  it  may  be  subjected  to  the  payment 
of  the  same,  and  on  all  past  due  taxes,  the  city  of  Houston  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  charge  and  collect  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  joer  centum  per  cmmim 
from  and  after  such  tax  or  taxes  shall  have  become  due  and  payable." 

Whereas,  there  is  now  no  law  providing  for  the  efficient  management, 
control  and  improvement  of  the  streets  and  sidewalks  in  the  city  of  Hous- 
ton, and  the  sapie  are  in  a  dreadful  condition  on  that  account,  there  exists 
an  imperative  public  necessity  for  dispensing  with  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  of  this 
Legislature,  and  an  emergency  which  requires  this  act  to  take  effect  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  i^  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  9,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  in. — An  act  to  authorize  the  conwiissioner  of  the  general 
land  office  to  approve  the  bounty  land  warra7it  for  nineteen  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land^  issued  on  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  N'ovember^ 
ISJfdy  by  Wm,  6r.  Cooke,  adjutant  general,  to  t^  heirs  of  Wm,  xV^ 
French, 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  bounty  land  warrant  No.  149,  for  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  was,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
November,  1846,  issued  by  Wm.  G.  Cooke,  adjutant  general,  to  the  hein 
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of  Wm.  N.  French ;  and,  whereas,  it  further  appears  from  the  certificate 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  that  said  bounty  warrant 
has  never  been  located  and  surveyed,  and  that  no  certificate  has  been 
issued  in  lieu  thereof  under  any  special  act,  and  further  that  said  bounty 
warrant,  not  having  been  presented  to  the  commissioner  of  claims  for  his 
approval,  is,  under  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  February  7,  I860, 
barred,  and  can  not  be  located;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  approve  said  bounty  warrant,  and  to  issue  q,  patent  for  the 
amount  of  land  named,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  located  and  sur- 
veyed. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  this  session  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Legislature,  and  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  can  not  grant  the 
relief  herein  sought  after  April  next,  on  account  of  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision on  the  subject,  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public 
necessity,  justifying  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
all  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  said  rule  is  therefore  suspended, 
and  it  is  enacted  that  this  act  take  ^effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
itfi  passage. 

Approved  March  18,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  YV,— An  act  for  the  relief  of  W,  M.  Harrison  and 

X.  A,  Ellis, 

Whereas,  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1880,  a  judgment 
was  recovered  in  favor  of  tjie  State  of  Texas,  in  the  district  court  of 
Travis  county,  against  T.  M.  Bagby,  late  sheriff  and  tax  collector  of 
Marion  county,  and  Wm.  M.  Harrison,  and  L.  A.  Ellis,  as  sureties  on  the 
bond  of  said  Bagby,  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents  ($6480  88),  on  Avhich  a  credit  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  has  been  entered;  and  whereas,  there  was,  at  the  time  of 
the  rendition  of  said  judgment,  an  agreement  that  the  collection  of  the 
same  should  be  stayed  until  such  time  as  said  sureties  might  be  able  to 
present  their  equities  for  relief  to  the  Seventeenth  Legislature;  and 
whereas,  said  sureties  have  made  it  satisfactorily  to  appear  that  at  the 
time  of  the  rendition  of  said  judgment,  said  Bagby  was  entitled  to  the 
following  just  and  equitable  offset  against  said  claim  of  the  State,  which 
was  unknown  to  said  sureties  at  said  time,  and  which  was  not  presented 
nor  considered  on  the  trial  of  said  cause  to  wit:  A  portion  of  the  delin- 
quent and  insolvent  list  of  the  tax-payers  of  Marion  county  for  the  year 
A.  D.  1877,  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents;  therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Travis  county,  Texas,  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  enter  a  credit  upon  a  judgment 
recorded  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and 
eigh^eight  cents,  against  T.  M.  Bagby,  late  sheriff  of  Mariou  county, 
and  Wm.  M.  Harrison  and  L.  A.  Ellis,  his  sureties,  rendered  in  said  dis- 
trict court  of  Travis  county  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  1880,  the 
amount  of  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  forty-three  cents 
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($1509  43),  in  addition  to  such  credits  as  may  have  heretofore  been  en- 
tered thereon,  and  said  judgment  endorsed  satisfied  to  thp  extent  of  said 
credits. 

Skc.  2.  That  when  said  credits  shall  have  been  entered,  and  said 
judgment  endorsed  as  provided  in  section  1  of  this  act,  such  entry  and 
endorsement  shall  be  held  to  be  a  complete  satisfaction  and  settlement 
of  the  right  and  claim  which  the  State  of  Texas  has  by  virtue  of  said 
judgment  against  said  sheriff  and  Wm.  M.  Harrison  and  L.  A.  Ellis,  his 
sureties,  to  the  amount  and  extent  of  said  credits. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Texas  is  about  to  press  the 
collection  of  said  judgment,  create  an  imperative  public  necessity  and 
emergency,  which  require  the  constitutional  rule  that  bills  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  be  it  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  28,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  v.— ^w  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  C.  Gibhs. 

Whereas,  On  the  —  day  of  September,  1877,  thirteen  land  certificates 
^  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  issued  by  the  State  of  Texas,  to  the 
International  Railroad  Company,  and  known  as  International  Railroad 
land  certificates,  belonging  to  C.  C.  Gibbs,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
has  been  unable  to  have  the  same  duplicated  because  they  cannot  be 
identified  by  their  numbers;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  of  this  State  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  to  the  said  C.  C.  Gibbs  thirteen 
/land  certificates  of  like  kind  of  said  lost  certificates  and  to  suppljr  the 
place  thereof;  provided,  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  is 
satisfied  of  the  destruction  of  said  land  certificates  before  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  time  for  the  location  of  said  certificates  be  and  is 
hereby  extended  to  January  the  first,  1882. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  near  approach  of  the  end  of  this  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and 
an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  at  once;  therefore,  said  rule  is  sus- 
pended, and  it  is  enacted  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  28,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  VI. — An  act  to  validate  donation  land  certificate  issued  to 

Joseph  Floyd.  \ 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSf 
That  the  donation  land  certificate  number  two  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  issued  to  Joseph  Floyd,  on  the 
second  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  thirty-eight,  by 
George  W.  Hockley,  secretary  of  war  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  at  the 
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city  of  Houston,  for  having  fought  bravely  in  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
April  2l8t,  1836,  and  which  said  donation  certificate*  has  never  beea 
approved  by  the  commissioner  of  claims,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 7th,  1860,  and  was  not  located  prior  to  the  creation  of  said  com- 
missioner of  claims,  and  no  special  act  certificate  issued  in  lieu  thereof, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  approved  and  validated,  and  is  enti- 
tled to  be  located  and  surveyed  upon,  any  of  the  unappropriated  public 
domain  belonging  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and  when  so  located  and  sur- 
veyed, the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
is  hereby  required  to  patent  same. 

Skc.  2.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  fact  that  the  relief  herein  sought  cannot  be  granted 
under  the  constitution  after  April  next,  creates  an  emergency  and  an 
imperative  public  necessity,  justifying  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  all  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  that  this  act 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage;  said  rule  is  there- 
fore suspended,  and  it  is  enacted  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  29,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  YJI,—An  act /or  the  relief  o/ Thomas  B.  Hearne. 

Whebeas,  Thomas  B.  Hearne,  an  old  veteran  of  the  war  which  sep- 
arated Texas  from  Mexico,  is  now  in  indigent  circumstances,  being  con- 
fined to  his  room  by  reason  of  physical  infirmities,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
time  to  his  bed;  and  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  Republic  and 
State  of  Texas,  the  said  Thomas  B.  Hearne,  as  such  veteran,  was  entitled 
to  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  iacres  of  land  for  his  services  as  a  volunteer 
soldier  in  said  war;  and  whereas,  the  said  Thomas  B.  Hearne  has  never 
received  from  the  State  of  Texas  the  land  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled 
as  such  veteran,  or  any  part  thereof;  therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  issue  to  Thomas  B.  Hearne.  a  bounty  land  certificate  for 
twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  may  be  located  upon  any 
vacant  public  domain  of  the  State  of  Texas,  not  heretofore  reserved  for 
other  purposes. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  fact  that 
the  said  Thomas  B.  Hearne  is  an  old  and  indigent  veteran,  who  is  in 
daily  need  of 'the  land  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  is  suffering  for  want 
of  the  same,  and  the  fact  that  the  State  should  do  justice  to  all  of  her 
citizens,  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  that 
the  constitutional  rule  requiring  that  this  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  several 
days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
aiter  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  VIII.— ^n  act  for  tJie  relief  of  Mrs.  Mari?ida  Hyde,  Martin 
L.  Baker,  Roden  T,  Grain,  tJie  heirs  of  John  P,  Reynolds,  and  the 
heirs  of  Jacob  Plimimer, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  directed  and 
authorized  to  issue  to  Mrs.  Marinda  Hyde  an  unconditional  certificate 
for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land;  to  Martin  L.  Baker,  for  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres;  to  Roden  T.  Grain,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres; 
to  the  heirs  of  John  P.  Reynolds,  for  one  league  and  labor;  and  to  the 
heirs  of  Jacob  Plummer,  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  rapid  diminution  of  public  lands  by  location  of  land  certifi- 
cates, creates  an  imperative  public  Necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  30,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  IX.— An  act  to  authorize  and  require  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office  to  issue  a  patent  on  certificate  No.  291^  to  the  Mexican 
Telegraph  company,  a  corporation  chartered  under  the  laws,of  the  Stat^ 
of  New  York,  which  certificate  issued  to  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central 
Railroad  company  for  six  hundred  and  forty  a^res  of  land,  and  has 
been  located  and  surveyed  upon  the  island  of  Brazos  de  Santiago  in 
Cameron  county,  and  to  designate  the  alternate  section  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  located  and  surveyed  adjoining  the  location  of  said 
certificate  as  belonging  to  the  public  school  lands  of  this  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  and  he  is  hereby  required 
to  issue  a  patent  on  certificate  No.  291,  to  the  Mexican  Telegraph  com- 
pany, a  corporation  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Sew  York, 
which  certificate  was  issued  to  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railroad 
company  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  and  that  said  commis- 
sioner be  also  required  to  designate  the  alternate  section  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  as  located  and  surveyed  by  said  telegraph  company 
adjoining  the  location  of  said  certificate  as  belonging  to  the  public  school 
lands  of  this  State,  as  said  surveys  appear  on  the  records  of  the  general 
land  office. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  whereas,  the  said  telegraph  com- 
pany is  actually  engaged  in  laying  its  cable  between  the  Texas  coast  and 
Vera  Cruz,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  thus  cementing  the  telegraph 
systems  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  and  requires  the  immediate  use 
of  the  necessary  landing  facilities  of  its  cable  and  the  erection  of  its 
offices  and  other  appliances;  therefore,  an  imperative  emergency  exists  for 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  that  requires  all  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  and  such  rule  is  accordingly  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  X. — An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Lewis  Grooms, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be  and  he  is  hereby 
aathorifced  and  required  to  issue  to  the  heirs  of  Lewis  Grooms  a  head- 
right  certificate  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  be  located, 
surveyed  and  patented  as  other  head -right  certificates,  and  this  act  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage.  The  near  approach  of 
the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the 
rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it 
is  suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XI. — An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  J,  Townsend^ 

deceased. 

Whereas,  Henry  J.  Town  send  settled  in  the  State  of  Texas  during  the 
year  1840,  he  then  being  a  married  man  and  the  head  of  a  family;  that 
he  lived  in  said  State  as  a  citizen  thereof  until  his  death  in  1864,  and 
whereas,  neither  said  Henry  J.  Townsend  or  his  heirs  or  arnr  one  for 
them  have  received  the  land  certificate  to  which  said  Henry  J.  Townsend 
was  entitled  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  State;  therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas , 
That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  of  this  State  be  and  he 
is  hereby  required  to  issue  to  the  heirs  of  Henry  J.  Townsend,  deceased, 
a  land  certificate  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  which  said  cer- 
tificate can  be  located  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State  on  any  of  the 
public  domain  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  imper- 
ative public  necessity  for  suspending  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read 
on  three  several  days  and  it  is  suspended. 

Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XIL— An  act  for  the  relief  of  X  M,  Brownson, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
the  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  J.  M.  Brownson,  upon  his 
receipt  for  the  same,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  for  the  year 
1878,  in  full  satisfaction  and  cancellation  of  twenty  coupons  of  five  dollars 
each  of  Texas  veteran  bonds,  which  said  coupons  were  due  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  1878,  and  numbered  ass  follows,  viz:  497,  504,  730,  1414, 
U19,  1641,  1644,  1650,  1652,  1654,  1655,  1657,  1662,  1663,  1664,  1986, 
4914,  6136,  6541  and  6606,  and  which  were  lost  in  transmitting  the  same 
by  mail  from  Victoria  to  Axx%tm\  provided,  that,  before  said  money  shall 
he  paid  said  J.  M.  Brownson  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  said  treas- 
urer of  the  state  his  bond,  with  two  solvent  sureties^  pay^bleHo^e  said 
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treasurer  and  his  successors  in  office,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  andfiftv 
dollars;  conditioned  that  he  will  refund  the  money^  paid  to  him,  with 
interest  thereon,  if  it  shall  be  found  that  it  was  wrongfully  or  improperly 
paid  to  him. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  imper- 
ative public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 
•  Approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  -XIII.— Aw  act  to  repeal  sections  ^,  4  and  7  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Teocas,  entitled  ^' An  act  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas ,"  approved  July  9,  1879,  and  to 
amend  sections  177,  16S,  90,  62  and  82,  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Dallas,  and 
to  grant  a  new  charter  to  said  city,^^  approved  August  9,  A,  D.  1876. 

Section  1.  \Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  sections  2,  4  and  7  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Dallas,"  approved  July  9,  A.  D.  1879,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  That  section  177  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  approved 
August  9,  1876,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

"Section  177.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  one  owning  property 
fronting  on  any  street  in  the  city  of  Dallas,  to  build  sidewalks,  construct 
curbing  and  guttering  and  repair  the  same  in  front  of  their  property, 
when  notified  by  the  proper  city  authorities,  and  according  to  ordinance. 

"  If  the  owners  of  any  property  fail  to  construct  or  repair  such  sidewalk, 
curbing  or  guttering,  the  same  may  be  done  by  the  city,  and  taxed  against 
the  property,  according  to  cost  of  construction.  Any  one  failing  or  - 
refusing  to  build  or  repair  the  sidewalk,  curbing  or  guttering,  along  their 
property,  according  to  ordinance,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  punished  as  provided  by  city  ordinance;  provided^  the  fine  for  any 
one  day's  neglect  shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars." 

Sec' 3.  That  section  163  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  be 
amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Section  163.  Whenever  the  city  council  shall  hereafter  provide  by 
ordinance,  for  the  establishing,  opening,  widening  or  altering  any  street, 
avenue,  alley,  market  place  or  public  square,  or  route,  or  sewer,  either  on 
their  own  motion  or  on  a  petition  by  a  majority  of  the  adjoining  property 
holders,  and  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  purpose  to  take  private  property, 
just  compensation  is  to  be  paid  therefor  to  the  owners  of  the  land  con- 
demned and  appropriated;  whenever  the  owner  or  owners  of  land  cannot 
agree  with  a  committee  of  the  city  council,  as  to  the  value  of  the  land  to 
be  used,  the  mayor  shall  cause  the  value  of  such  property,  so  taken,  to  be 
ascertained  and  assessed  by  a  board  of  appraisers,  consisting  of  six  disin- 
terested freeholders  of  the  city,  to  be  selected  as  follows: 

"  Whenever  any  of  the  aforesaid  improvements  have  been  determined 
upon  by  the  city  council,  the  mayor  shall  order  the  marshal  to  summon 
twelve  disinterested  freeholders  of  the  city,  to  appear  before  him  on  »• 
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day  specified  in  the  notice,  and  he  shall  have  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
land  to  be  taken,  summoned  to  appear  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  if 
the  owner  can  not  be  found,  then  notice  to  be  served  on  the  agent  of  such 
owner;  if  any  of  the  twelve  freeholders  do  not  appear  at  the  time  and 
places  the  marshal  shall  summon  the  requisite  number  to  fill  the  vacancies 
until  there  is  a  panel  of  twelve.  From  this  list,  the  owner  of  the  land 
shall  have  a  right  to  strike  off  three,  and  the  mayor  in  behalf  of  the  city, 
shall  have  a  right  to  except  to  three,  and  the  remaining  first  six  shall 
constitute  a  board  of  appraisers;  said  board  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
their  time  of  sitting,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  all  necessary  process,  and 
they  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  mayor,  who  shall  instruct  the  board 
upon  all  questions  of  law  arising,  but  shall  have  no  voice  in  determining 
the  value  of  the  land.  A  majonty  of  the  board  may  determine  and  report 
value  of  the  land." 

Sbc.  4.  That  section  90  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  b«  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  90.  The  city  council  shall  have  a  right  to  annually  levy  and 
collect  a  poll  tax,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  ($1  50)  and  fifty  cents  for 
every  year,  upon  all  male  persons,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  under 
sixty,  residents  of  the  city  at  the  time  of  assessment." 

Sbc.  5.  That  section  62  of  the  city  charter  be  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

"  Section  62.  The  city  council  shall  have  the  right  to  enact  all  necessary 
ordinances  to  restrain  and  punish  vagrants,  quendicants,  street  beggars 
and  prostitutes;  to  restrain,  punish,  regulate  and  control  all  disoraerly 
houses  of  prostitution  or  assignation  and  the  keepers  and  inmates  thereof; 
to  regulate,  punish  or  control  all  gambling  and  keepers  of  games  and 
gambling  houses  and  those  who  bet  on  games  and  gambling  devices, 
where  there  is  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Dallas  in  force,  punishing  this 
or  any  other  misdemeanor  with  as  great  a  penalty  as  the  same  is  punished 
by  the  statute  of  the  State.  The  mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Dallas  shall 
have  jurisdiction  of  such  misdemeanors  when  committed  m  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  Dallas." 

Sec  6.  That  section  82  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be  amended 
80  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Section  82.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  pass,  publish,  amend 
or  repeal  all  ordinances,  rules  and  police  regulations,  not  contrary  to  the 
constitution  of  the  State,  and  necessary  for  the  peace,  order  or  good 
government  of  the  city  or  the  trade,  commerce  and  health  thereof,  or 
that  may  be  necessaiy  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers. vested 
in  the  corporation  or  any  of  its  officers  by  the  act  of  incorporation  of  date 
August  9,  A.  D.  1870,  and  this  and  other  amendments  thereto.  To 
enforce  the  observance  of  all  such  ordinances,  rules  and  police  regulations 
and  to  punish  violations  thereof  by  fines  and  imprisonment,  or  either  or 
both,  or  by  work  on  the  streets  or  other  public  works  as  may  be  provided 
by  ordinance  and  required  by  the  judgment  of  the  court;  provided,  that 
no  fine  shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars,  or  period  of  imprisonment 
exceed  fifteen  days  in  city  iail,  but  the  city  of  Dallas  shall  have  a  right 
by  ordinance  to  inflict  penalties  not  exceeding  this  either  in  fine  or  impris- 
onment." 

Skc.  7.  Whereas,  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  is  near 
adjournment,  and  it  is  necessary  that  this  bill  be  enacted  to  secure  to  the 
city  of  Dallas  greater  economy  and  efiiciency  in  the  administration  of  her 
government,  an  emergency  and  imperative  public  necessity  exists  that  th^ 
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constitutional  nile  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be 
suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XIV: — An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  sections  87,  96 
97,  98,  99,  127,  131  and  132,  of  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  oj 
Galveston,  and  to  grant  a  ne^v  charter,'^^  approved  August  2,  1876, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  87  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that 
hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"  Section  87.  Nothing  contained  under  the  head  of  taxation  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  city  council  from  imposing,  levying  and  collect- 
ing special  taxes  and  assessments  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor, 
avenues,  streets  and  alleys,  as  hereinafter  provided." 

Sec.  2.  That  section  96  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended, 
so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"Section  96.  That  if  any  person  shall  fail,  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
the  taxes  imposed  upon  him  and  his  property  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  ordinances  of  said  city,  the  collector  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  tax 
list  and  assessment  roll,  levy  upon  so  much  property  liable  to  taxation 
belonging  to  such  person,  whether  resident  or  non-resident,  as  may  be 
sufficient  to  pay  his,  her  or  their  taxes,  and  if  the  property  levied  on  be 
personal  property,  the  collector  shall  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
sale,  together  with  a  brief  description  of  the  property  levied  on  and  toT)e 
sold,  with  the  amount  of  taxes,  interest,  costs  and  fees  due  thereupon,  for 
at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of  sale,  by  advertisements  in  writing, 
to  be  posted  at  the  courthouse  door  of  Galveston  county,  and  at  two 
other  public  places  within  said  city  limits;  and  at  the  expiration  of  such 
notice,  and  on  the  day  therein  specified,  the  collector  shall  proceed  to  sell 
such  property,  at  public  auction,  in  front  of  the  courthouse  door  of  said 
Galveston  county,  within  the  limits  aforesaid.  In  making  sales  of  real 
property  for  taxes,  the  collector  shall  advertise  the  same  for  sale,  by 
posting  a  list  of  the  names  of  delinquents,  for  thirty  days,  as  follows:  one 
copy  at  the  courthouse  door  of  the  county  of  Galveston,  and  a  copy  at 
two  other  public  places  within  said  city  limits,  giving  in  said  advertise- 
ment such  description  as  is  given  46  the  same  on  the  tax  roll  in  his  hands, 
stating  the  name  Of  the  owner,  if  known,  and  if  unknown,  saying  "un- 
known," together  with  the  time,  place  and  terms  of  sale;  said  sale  to  be 
for  cash,  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  at  public  outcry,  at  said  court- 
•  house  door,  within  said  limits,  between  legal  hours,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  the  month.  The  collector  of  taxes,  in  making  sales  for  taxes  due  upon 
real  estate,  shall  sell  at  auction,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  so  much 
of  said  real  estate  as  may  be  necessary  io  pay  the  taxes,  interest  and  pen- 
alties due,  and  all  costs  accruing  thereon;  and  shall  offer  said  real  estate 
to  the  bidder  who  will  pay  the  taxes,  interest  and  penalties  due,  and  costs 
of  sale  and  execution  of  deed,  for  the  least  amount  of  said  real  estate, 
who  shall  be  deemed  the  highest  bidder.  Should  a  less  amount  of  said 
real  estate  than  the  whole  parcel  levied  upon  be  sold  for  the  taxes,  inter- 
est and  penalties  due,  and  all  costs  of  sale  and  execution  and  deed,  the 
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collector  shall,  in  making  his  deed  to  the  purchaser,  begin  at  some  corner 
of  said  parcel  of  real  estate  (or  lot  or  lots),  and  designate  the  same  in  a 
square  as  nearly  as  practicable.  No  real  estate  set  apart,  used  or  desig- 
nated as  a  homestead  shall  be  sold  for  taxes,  other  than  the  taxes  due  on 
such  homestead;  and  if  any  person  shall  point  out  to  the  collector  of 
taxes,  within  thirt^y  days  from  the  time  the  same  shall  become  due,  suffi- 
cient personal  property  belonging  to  him  to  pay  all  taxes  assessed  against 
him,  together  with  interest,  penalties  and  costs,  the  collector  shall  imme- 
diately levy  upon  and  sell  such  property  so  pointed  out,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  hereinbefore  mentioned,  regulating  'tax  sales'  of 
personal  property." 

Sec.  3.  That  section  91  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
80  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"Section  97.  The  collector  of  taxes  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
purchaser,  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount  for  which  the  estate  was 
sold,  and  costs  and  penalties,  a  deed  for  the  real  estate  sold,  which  deed 
shall  vest  a  good  and  perfect  title  in  the  purchaser,  if  not  redeemed  in 
two,  years,  as  hereinafter  provided,  which  deed  shall  state  the  cause  of 
sale,  the  amount  sold,  the  price  for  which  the  real  estate  was  sold,  the 
name  of  the  person,  firm,  company  or  corporation  on  whom  the  demand 
for  the  taxes  was  made,  provided  the  name  is  known,  and  if  unknown, 
saying  '  unknown,'  the  same  description  of  the  land  as  given  in  the  tax 
rolls,  and  such  other  description  as  may  be  practicable,  for  better  identi- 
fication; and  when  real  estate  has  been  sold  he  shall  convey,  subject  to 
the  right  of  redemption  hereinafter  provided  for,  all  the  right  and  inter- 
est which  the  former  owner  had  therein  at  the  time  when  the  assessment 
was  made.  The  deed  of  the  collector,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  of  any 
real  estate  sold,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  in  all  controversies  and 
suits  in  relation  to  the  right  of  the  purchaser,  his,  her  or  their  assigns,  to 
the  premises  thereby  conveyed,  of  the  following  facts: 

"First,  that  the  land  or  lot  or  portions  thereof  conveyed,  was  subject 
to  taxation  or  assessment,  at  the  time  the  same  wae  advertised  for  sal*©, 
and  had  been  listed  in  the  time  and  manner  required  by  law. 

"  Second,  that  the  taxes  or  assessment  were  not  paid  at  any  time  before 
the  same. 

"  Third,  that  the  land,  lot  or  portion  thereof  conveyed,  had  not  been 
redeemed  from  the  sale  at  the  date  of  the  deed,  and  snail  be  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  following  facts: 

"1.  That  the  land,  lot  or  portion  thereof  sold,  was  advertised  for  sale 
in  the  manner  and  for  the  time  required  by  law. 

"  2.  That  the  property  was  sold  for  taxes  or  assessments,  as  stated  in 
the  deed. 

"  3.    That  the  grantee  in  the  deed  was  the  purchaser. 

"4.  That  the  ^ale  was  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law; 
and  in  all  controversies  and  suits  involving  the  title  to  land  claimed. and 
held  under  and  by  virtue  of  such  deed,  the  person  or  persons  claiming 
adverse  to  the  title  conveyed  by. such  deed,  shall  be  required  to  prove,  in 
order  to  defeat  the  said  title,  either  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  tax- 
ation at  the  date  of  the  sale;  that  the  taxes  or  assessment  had  been  paid; 
that  the  land  or  lots  had  never  been  listed  and  assessed  for  taxation  . 
and  assessment  as  required  by  this  act,  or  some  ordinance  of  the  city,  or 
that  the  same  had  been  redeemed  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  that  such  redemption  was  made  tor  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  per- 
sons having  the  right  of   redemption  under  the  law  ;    but  no  person 
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shall  be  permitted  to  question  the  title  acquired  by  the  said  deed, 
without  first  showing  that  he,  she  or  they,  or  the  person  under  whom 
he,  she  or  they  claim  title,  had  title  to  the  land  at  the  time  of  the 
sale,  or  that  the  title  was  obtained  after  the  sale,  and  that  all  taxes 
due  upon  the  lands  have  been  paid  by  such  person,  or  the  person  under 
whom  he  claims  title  as  aforesaid;  provided^  however,  that  the  owner  of 
such  property  shall  have  the  right  to  redeem  the  same  at  any  time  within 
two  years  of  the  day  and  date  of  the  sale  thereof,  upon  paying  to  the 
purchaser  double  the  amount  of  the  taxes  for  which  the  same  was  sold, 
together  with  the  costs  of  such  sale,  and  the  amount  of  all  taxes  paid  by 
the  purchaser  since  such  sale.  The  collector  shall  have  full  power  to  levy 
upon  any  personal  property  to  satisfy  any  tax  imposed  by  this  act.  All 
taxes  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  property  upon  which  they  are  assessed,  and 
if  said  taxes  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  time  prescribed  by  the  ordi- 
nances of  said  city,  the  same  shall,  from  such  time,  bear  interest  at  the  rate 
of  eight  (8)  per  centum  per  annum  till  paid,  which  interest  shall  be  col- 
lected by  the  collector  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  provided  herein  for 
the  collection  of  taxes;  and  in  case  any  properly  levied  upon  is  about  to 
be  removed  out  of  the  city,  the  collector  shall  proceed  to  take  into  his 
possession  so  much  thereof  as  will  pay  the  taxes  assessed  and  costs  of 
collection." 

Sec.  4.  That  section  98  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"  Section  98.  If,  from  any  cause,  the  sale  of  the  property  levied  upon 
or  seized  for  taxes,  shall  not  take  place-  at  the  time  appointed,  the  collec- 
tor shall  appoint  some  other  time,  giving  the  like  notice  and  proceed  to 
sell  such  property  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first  instance;  and  in 
case  said  property  or  any  part  thereof  levied  upon  or  seized  for  taxes, 
cannot  be  sold  on  the  day  advertised,  such  sale  may  be  postponed  from 
day  to  day  until  completed,  of  which  postponement  the  collector  shall 
give  verbal  notice  at  the  exploration  of  sale  each  day.  No  sale  shall  be 
considered  complete  until  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  and  if  the 
same  is  not  paid  before  the  completion  of  such  tax  sales  the  collector  shall 
resell  the  property  and  continue  such  sale  until  the  same  is  complete." 

Sec.  5.  That  section  99  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
80  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"Section  99.  Should  the  coUeetor  of  taxes  fail  to  make  sale  of  any 
real  estate  or  personal  property  for  want  of  a  purchaser,  he  shall  bid  the 
same  off  to  the  city  for  the  taxes,  interest,  penalties  and  all  costs  accru- 
ing thereon,  and  thereupon  the  city  shall  receive  in  the  corporate  name 
a  deed  for  said  property,  and  shall  be  vested  with  the  same  rights  as  other 
purchasers  at  such  sales,  and  shall  have  power  to  sell  and  convey  the 
same^  and  one  deed  shall  include  all  parcels  of  land  or  lots  bid  off  to  the 
city,  in  any  one  dav,  at  such  tax  sale.  And  after  sale  and  purchase  by 
the  city  ot  any  real  estate  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  collector  to  levy 
upon  or  advertise,  or  sell  the  same  for  any  remaining  or  accrued  taxes 
due  thereon,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  redeemed  by  the  owner  or  is 
sold  by  the  city." 

Sec.  6.  That  section  127  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

**  Section  127.  The  city  council  shall  be  mvested  with  full  power  and 
authority,  upon  the  consent  of  the  resident  owners  of  a  majority  of  the 
frontage  or  property  on  the  streets  to  be  improved,  to  grade,  shell,  repair, 
pave,  or  otherwise  improve  any  avenue,  street  or  alley,  ox  any  portiou 
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thereof,  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  whenever,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  aldermen  elected,  they  may  deem  such  improvement  for  the  public 
interest;  provided,  the  city  council  pay  one-third  and  the  owners  of  the 
property  two-thirds  thereof,  except  the  intersection  of  the  streets,  from 
lot  to  lot,  across  the  streets  either  way,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  city  alone, 
and  said  (^st  shall  be  assessed  on  or  against  the  property  fronting  on  said 
thoroughfares,  to  be  collected  whenever  such  improvement  is  completed 
and  accepted  by  the  city  council;  provided^  hotcever,  that  the  foregoing 
portion  of  this  section  in  relation  to  "  the  consent  of  the  resident  owners 
of  a  majority  of  the  frontage  or  property  on  the  streets  to  be  improved  " 
shall  not  apply  or  relate  to  the  following  territory  and  streets  of  said  city, 
to  wit:  From  the  south  side  of  avenue  A  to  the  north  side  of  Church 
street  or  avenue  F,  and  from  the  east  side  of  Twentieth  street  to  the  cast 
side  of  Twenty-fifth  street,  and  also  on  Avenue  B  or  Strand  street, 
between  the  east  side  of  Eighteenth  street  and  the  east  side  of  Twentieth 
street;  but  as  to  said  territory  and  streets  the  city  council  shall  have  the 
power  and  authority  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  such  improvements, 
whenever,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected,  they  may 
deem  such  improvements  for  the  public  interest." 

Skc.  7.  That  section  131  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  ^ 

"Section  131.  The  said  city  shall  have  power  to  issue  bonds  to  the 
extent  of  thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($1,300,000)  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  any  multiple  thereof,  payable  forty 
years  after  date  of  their  issue,  bearing  interest  not  to  exceed  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  semi-annually;  but  the  net  proceeds  of  such  bonds 
shall  be  used  only  in  payingor  redeeming  legal  and  valid  indebtedness 
of  the  city  now  existing;  provided,  that  the  bondn  herein  authorized  to 
be  issued  shall  not  be  sold  at  less  than  par." 

Sec.  8.  That  section  132  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended 
80  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"Sectiori  132a.  The  indebtedness  of  said  city  for  all  purposes,  general 
as  well  as  special,  for  five  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  not  ex- 
ceed thirteen  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($1,300,000),  nor  shall  such  indebt- 
edness ever  thereafter  exceed  the  amount  of  ^\%  per  cent,  of  the  value  of 
the  taxable  property  of  the  city  as  shown  by  the  regular  assessment  thereof, 
for  the  purpose  of  taxation;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk, 
quarterly,  to  make  to  the  city  council,  for  their  information  and  guidance, 
a  full,  accurate  and  correct  statement  and  report  of  the  whole  indebted- 
ness of  the  city,  which  shall  also  be  published  for  three  days  in  the  official 
journal  of  the  city.  Any  member  of  the  city  council  who  shall  knowingly 
vote  for  or  in  any  manner  aid  or  promote  the  passage  or  adoption  of  any 
ordinance,  resolution  or  other  act  of  the  city  council,  increasing  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  city,  beyond  the  limits  herein  prescribed,  shall  thereby  vacate 
his  office,  and  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  ofiice,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  shall  be  punished  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent 
provided  in  section  30  of  this  act. 

"Section  132^.  Whenever. the  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  city 
of  Galveston  exceeds  the  sum  of  thirty  million  dollars  ($30,000,000),  and 
the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Galveston  deem  it  advisable  and  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  city  to  contract  additional  indebtedness, 
a  board  of  registration,  consisting  of  three  tax-payers,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  city  council,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  register  the  names  of  all  citi- 
zens, on  presentation  of  city  tax  receipts  for  the  preceding  yeai\  The  board 
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of  registration  to  endorse  upon  the  tax  receipt  the  date  and  number  of  reg- 
istration. Two-thirds  of  the  tax-payers  so  registered  shall  be  sufficient  to 
increase  the  indebtedness,  but  not  in  excess  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  taxable 
value  of  property." 

Sec.  9.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  or  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  10.  It  being  important  that  the  city  of  Galveston  should  have  the 
power  to  at  once  enforce  the  speedy  collection  of  its  taxes,  to  improve  its 
streets,  and  to  issue  bonds  for  the  payment  of  its  outstanding  valid  indebt- 
edness, some  of  which  powers  do  not  exist,  and  others  are  doubtful  under 
its  present  charter,  an  emergency  is  created  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be 
in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted,  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  large  amount  of  legislative 
business  undisposed  of,  causes  an  imperative  public  necessity  which  justi- 
fies a  suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  5,  A.  D.  1881. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS,         ) 
Department  op  State.  ) 

I,  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do 
hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  laws,  passed  by  the 
Seventeenth  Legislature,  with  the  originals  now  on  file  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  that  they  are  true  copies  thereof.  I  further  certify  that  the 
Seventeenth  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  convened  at  the  city  of 
Austin  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1881,  and  adjourned  on 
the  first  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1881. 

^.^j,.^^  In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  sign  my  name  and  affix 

j  L.  s.  t     the  seal  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the  city  of  Austin,  on  this 

— • —       the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1881. 

T.  H.  Bowman, 

Sec/i^etary  of  SUtU^ 
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ment of  the  expenses  of  such  survey 5 
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CHAPTER  I. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  mileage  and  per  diem  pay  of  members  and  per 
diem  pay  of  officers  and  employees  of  tlie  called  session  of  the  Seventeenth 
Legislaiure. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legidatare  of  the  State  of  Texas j 
That  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  payment  of  mileage 
and  per  diem  pay  of  the  members  and  the  payment  of  the  per  diem  pay 
of  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  called  session  of  the  Seventeenth 
Legislature. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  approved 
by  the  President  thereof,  or  the  certificate  of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
House,  approved  by  the  Speaker  thereof,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to 
the  Comptroller,  upon  which  he  shall  audit  the  claims  and  issue  his  war- 
rants upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  respective  amounts. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  balance  of  the  moneys  remaining  in  the  treasury 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  per  diem  pay  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers and  the  per  diem  pay  of  the  officers  and  employees  of  any  preced- 
ing session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  reappropriated  for  the  purposes  specified  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  whereas,  the  called  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Legisla- 
ture, for  the  payment  of  the  members  and  officers  of  which  this  law  is 
enacted,  is  now  in  session,  and  public  policy  requires  this  payment,  there- 
fore an  imperative  public  necessity  exists,  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted;  and 
that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  this  passage. 

Approved  April  11,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  n. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Legislature,  convened  on  April  6, 1883,  in  extra  session,  by  proclamation 
of  the  Governor. 

Whereas,  It  is  of  sufficient  importance  that  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  extra  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  be  promptly  paid,  in 
order  that  the  material  furnished  and  labor  performed  may  be  procured 
at  cash  prices;  therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not 
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otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature;  and  that  except  in  the  case  of  accounts 
for  printing  done  and  stationery  furaished,  the  approval  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  contingent  expenses  of  either  house,  countersigned 
by  the  President  of  the  Senate  or  Speaker  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  sufficient  authority  to  authorize  the  Comptroller  to  issue  his 
warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  payment  of  any  account  against 
said  fund.  The  accounts  for  printing  and  stationery  shall  take  the  course 
prescribed  by  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  public  importance  of  the  objects  herein  contemplated 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  fully  authorizing 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  the  reading  of  bills 
upon  three  several  days,  and  the  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended;  and  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  and  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  11,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

An  Act  to  provide  temporary  rooms  for  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  of  Appeals,  the 
Commissioners  of  Appeals  and  the  law  library  of  the  State  at  Austin. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  contract 
at  once  with  William  Brueggerhoff  for  the  rent  of  the  upper  story  of 
his  building,  on  Congress  avenue,  in  Austin,  and  six  rooms  on  the  second 
floor  of  said  building  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals and  the  Commissioners  of  Appeals,  and  for  the  law  library  of 
the  State  at  Austin.  The  said  contract  shall  be  made  for  three  months, 
with  the  privilege  of  continuing  for  a  longer  period,  at  a  rent  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  rate  of  $562.50  for  three  months,  and  with  a  proviso  if  the 
building  shall  be  purchased  by  the  State,  during  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature,  that  no  rent  shall  be  paid. 

Sec.  2.  The  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  moving  the  books  and  furniture 
to  said  building  and  in  preparing  the  rooms  m  said  building  for  the 
courts  shall  be  paid  on  vouchers,  to  be  approved  before  presentation  bv 
the  Secretary  of  State;  and  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  or  so  mucli 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the  Supreme  Court, 
Court  of  Appeals  and  Commissioners  of  Appeals  may  have  suitable  rooms 
in  which  to  hold  their  sessions,  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  its  passage;  therefore  an  emergency  exists  and  [an]  imperative  public 
necessity  demands  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  which  re- 
quires a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  seyeral  days,  therefore  that  the  rule 
be  suspended  and  that  this  bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

Approved  April  11,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


An  Act  to  amend  article  4256  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  £e  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  article  4256  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall 
hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  4256.  No  railroad  company  shall  demand  or  receive  for  trans- 
porting a  passenger  over  its  line  of  road  exceeding  three  cents  for  each 
mile,  or  fraction  of  a  mile,  it  may  transport  such  passenger,  and  any  pas- 
senger shall  be  entitled  to  have  transported  with  him  baggage,  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  pounds,  free  of  charge. 

Approved  April  14,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


j  CHAPTER  V. 

i    An  Act  to  extend  the  time  within  which  all  persons  whose  lands  have  been  sold  for 
!  taxes  and  bought  in  by  the  State  may  redeem  the  same. 

\  Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  all  lands  which  have  been  sold  for  taxes  and  bought  in  by  the  State 
shall  be  restored  to  the  owners  of  the  same,  if  within  twelve  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  act  said  owners,  or  their  agents,  shall  pay  to  the 
State  the  original  taxes  due  thereon,  and  taxes  due  for  each  year  since 
said  sale,  with  eight  per  cent  interest  thereon  per  annum  from  the  date 
of  the  accrual  of  each  year's  taxes,  and  all  costs  which  have  accrued 
thereon,  and  five  per  cent  commissions  to  the  collector,  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  There  are  persons  whose  lands  have  been  sold 
who  are  anxious  to  redeem  the  same,  an  emergency  exists  and  an  imper- 
ative public  necessity  demands  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  all 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  bill  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  20,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

An  Act  to  repeal  all  laws  granting  lands  or  land  certificates  to  any  person,  firm,  cor- 
poration or  company  for  the  construction  of  railroads,  canals  and  ditches. 

Section  1.  Be  it  eiiacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas ^ 
That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  now  in  force  granting  lands  or  land  certifi- 
cates to  any  person,  firm,  corporation  or  company  for  the  construction* 
of  railroads,  canals  and  ditches,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  the  public  domain  subject  to  location  by  the- 
owners  of  these  certificates  has  been  exhausted  creates  an  imperative- 
public  necessity  and  an  emergency  requiring  the  constitutional  rule  that 
bills  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  be  suspended,  and  the 
same  is  therefore  suspended;  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  22,  A.  D.  1882.  ,.g,^^,  by  GoOqIc 

Takes  effect  from  passage.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


An  Act  to  provide  temporary  she'ter  for  the  lunatics  in  tlie  Asylum,  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  recent  burning  of  one  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  buildings. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  the  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessarv,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  erect  temporary 
shelter  for  the  lunatics  who  occupied  the  asylum  building  which  was 
burned  during  the  present  session. 

Sec.  2.  The  necessity  of  providing  immediate  shelter"  for  said  lunatics 
creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  act,  and  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house;  said 
rule  is  therefore  suspended,  and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  25,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

An  act  to  authorize  district  judges  to  fix  times  for  holding  courts  in  newly  organ- 
ized counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  whenever  any  unorganized  county  within  this  State  has  become 
organized,  or  may  hereafter  become  organized,  there  being  no  time  fixed 
by  law  for  holding  district  court  in  such  counties,  the  district  judge  in 
whose  judicial  district  such  county  is  situated  shall  fix  times  to  hold  at 
least  two  terms  of  court  each  year  in  each  of  such  counties,  by  a  written 
declaration,  to  be  forwarded  by  the  district  judge  to  the  district  clerk  of 
the  county,  and  by  him  spread  on  the  minutes  of  the  district  court. 
When  the  times  are  so  fixed  they  shall  not  be  changed  except  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  2.  Owing  to  the  recent  organization  of  Wilbarger  county,  and 
there  being  no  time  fixed  by  law  for  holding  courts  in  said  county,  an 
imperative  public  necessity  exists  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended;  and  an  emergency 
exists  that  this  act  should  take  effect  and  be  in  force  frotn  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  25,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the  Board  of  Statistics  to  apply  such  portion  of  the  ex- 
isting appropriation  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  statistical  clerks. 
Section  1.     [Be  it\  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the  Board  of  Statistics  be,  and  tbey  are 
hereby  authorized  to  apply  such  portion  of  the  existing  appropriation  as 
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may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  statistical  clerks  to  complete  and 
publish  the  statistical  work. 

Sec.  2.  The  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed,  and  the  early  demand 
for  such  statistical  work,  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  neces- 
sity for  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  27,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  X. 

An  Act  to  attach  the  unorganized  county  of  Crockett  to  the  county  of  Kinney  for  ju- 
dicial purposes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas , 
That  the  unorganized  county  of  Crockett  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  at- 
tached, for  judicial  purposes,  to  the  county  of  Kinney. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and'the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  The  fact  that  under  existing  laws  of  this  State  the  unorgan- 
ized county  of  Crockett  is  not  attached  to  any  organized  county  for  judi- 
cial purposes,  and  the  fact  that  the  public  interests  demand  that  said  un- 
organized county  be  attached  to  some  organized  county,  that  the  courts 
of  this  State  may  have  jurisdiction  over  said  unorganized  county,  creates 
an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  a  bill 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that 
this  act  should  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and 
it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  28,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XL 

An  Act  to  provide  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  between  the  Slate  of 
Texas  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  from  the  northeast  corner  of  said 
State  to  the  degree  of  longitude  one  hundred  west  from  London  and  twenty -three 
degrees  west  from  Washington,  as  said  line  is  described  in  tiie  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  of  February  22,  1819,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
expenses  of  such  survey. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  appoint  a  suitable  person,  or  persons,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  such  person,  or  persons,  as  may  be  appointed  by,  or  on  behalf  of, 
the  United  States,  for  the  same  purpose,  shall  run  and  mark  the  boundary 
lines  between  the  territories  of  the  united  States  and  the  State  of  Texas, 
as  follows:  Beginning  at  a  point  where  a  line  drawn  north  from  the  in- 
tersection of  the  thirty-second  degree  of  north  latitude  with  the  western 
bank  of  the  Sabine  river,  crosses  Red  river  and  thence  following  the 
course  of  said  river  westwardly  to  the  degree  of  longitude  one  hundred 
vest  from  London,  and  twenty-three  degrees  west  from  Washington,  as 
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said  line  was  laid  down  in  Melish's  map  of  the  United  States,  published 
at  Philadelphia,  improved  to  the  first  of  January,  1818,  and.  designated 
in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  made  February  22, 
A.  D.  1819. 

Sec.  2.  Said  joint  commission  will  report  their  survey,  made  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  foregoing  section  of  this  act,  together  with  all  necessary 
notes,  maps,  and  other  papers,  in  order  that  in  fixing  that  part  of  the 
boundary  between  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of 
Texas  the  question  may  be  definitely  settled  as  to  the  true  location  of  the 
one-hundreth  degree  of  longitude  west  from  London,  and  whether  the 
north  fork  of  Red  River,  or  the  Prairie  Dog  fork  of  said  river,  is  the  true 
Red  River  designated  in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
made  February  22,  1819;  and  in  locating  said  line  said  commissioners 
shall  be  guided  by  actual  surveys  and  measurements,  together  with  such 
well  established  marks,  natural  and  artificial,  as  may  be  found,  and  such 
well  authenticated  maps  as  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 

Sec.  3.  Such  commissioner,  or  commissioners,  on  the  part  of  Tpxas, 
shall  attempt  to  have  said  survey,  herein  provided  for  by  the  joint  com- 
mission, made  and  performed  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first 
day  of  October  of  the  year  in  which  said  survey  is  made,  when  the  ordi- 
nary stage  of  water  in  each  fork  of  said  Red  River  may  be  observed;  and 
when  the  main  or  principal  Red  River  is  ascertained  as  agreed  upon  in 
said  treaty  of  1819,  and  the  point  is  fully  designated  where  the  one-hun- 
dreth degree  of  longitude  west  from  London,  and  twenty-third  degree  of 
longitude  west  from  Washington,  crosses  said  Red  River,  the  same  shall  be 
plainly  marked  and  defined  as  a  corner  in  said  boundary,  and  said  com- 
missioner shall  establish  such  other  permanent  monuments  as  may  be 
necessary  to  mark  their  work. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act;  provided^  that  the  commissioner,  or  commissioners, 
on  the  part  of  Texas,  shall  act,  in  making  such  survey,  under  instructions 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  shall  receive  for  their  services  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  the  Governor  may  offer  to  pay,  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  each;  and  provided  further,  that  the 
person,  or  persons,  to  be  appointed  and  employed  by  the  United  States 
are  not  to  be  paid  by  the  State  of  Texas. 

Sec.  5.  The  facts  that  the  settlement  of  the  boundary  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  of  Texas  embracing  Greer  county  will  involve  impor- 
tant public  as  well  private  interests,  which  should  be  immediately  settled, 
and  that  the  present  session  is  confined  to  thirty  days,  creates  an  impera- 
tive public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  that  bills  shall 
be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  May  2,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


An  Act  to  amend  articles  1026,  1027, 1038,  1029,  1030, 1031  and  1032,  of  chapter  5, 
title  26,  and  articles  1077,  1078,  1079, 1080, 1081  and  1082,  of  chapter  15,  title  26, 
of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  approved  February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
That  articles  1026,  1027,  1028,  1029,  1030,  1031  and  1032,  of  chapter  5, 
title  26,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  shall  here- 
afier  read  as  follows,  respectively: 

Article  1026.  The  Supreme  Court  is  authorized  and  required  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  reporters  of  its  decisions,  who  shall  be  subject  to 
removal  by  said  court  for  any  inefficiency  or  neglect  of  duty. 

Article  1027.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  reporter  to  prepare  for  publi- 
cation, under  the  direction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  decisions  thereof, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  printed  and  published  with  promptness,  as  fast 
as  there  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  volume,  and  shall  deliver 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  one  thousand  copies 
of  each  volume  of  the  reports. 

Article  1028.  Each  volume  shall  contain  an  average  numbei  of  pages 
of  the  volumes  of  Texas  Reports  heretofore  published,  and  each  page 
shall  be  twenty-six  ems,  pica,  wide  and  forty-six  ems,  pica,  long.  The  type 
used  shall  be  long  primer  and  minion,  of  same  size  used  in  volume 
XXIII,  Wallace's  Llnited  States  Supreme  Court  Reports.  The  lines 
shall  be  leaded  with  not  thicker  than  eight  to  pica  leads.  The  paper, 
press  work  and  binding  shall  be  of  the  same  style,  and  of  at  least  equal 
quality,  in  every  respect,  with  the  volumes  of  Moore's  and  Walker's  Re- 
ports heretofore  published.  They  shall  be  styled  the  "  Texas  Reports," 
and  shall  be  so  styled  on  the  title  page  and  back  thereof,  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  volumes  shall  be  continued  on  consecutively.  The  name  of 
the  reporter  may  be  printed  on  the  back,  as  on  the  volumes  published  by 
Moore  and  Walker.  Each  volume  shall  be  copyrighted  in  the  name  of 
and  for  the  State  of  Texas. 

Article  1029.     As  soon  as  the  opinions  are  recorded,  the  originals,  to- 

f  ether  with  the  records  and  papers  in  each  case  to  be  reported,  shall  be 
elivered  to  the  reporter,  upon  his  giving  a  receipt  therefor,  who  shall  re- 
turn them  to  the  respective  clerks  from  whom  he  received  them  when  he 
shall  have  finished  using  them. 

Article  1030.  The  reporter  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  payment  for 
the  one  thousand  copies  of  each  volume,  delivered  as  aforesaid,  the  fol- 
lowing compensation,  viz:  The  sum  of  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
page  for  as  many  pages  as  shall  be  contained  in  one  copy  of  eacli  volume 
so  delivered. 

Article  1031.  When  the  reporter  shall  have  delivered  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  the  copies  of  a  volume  of  the  reports,  as  required  by  this  chap- 
ter, the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the 
State  Treasurer  for  the  amount  of  compensation  due  such  reporter,  based 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Printing,  that  the  reporter  has  delivered  to  the  Secretary 

of  State  one  thousand  copies  of  the volume  of  the  Texas  Reports, 

containimg  ....  pages,  printed,  published  and  bound  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  chapter.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  authorized  to 
sell  single  copies  of  each  volume  delivered  as  aforesaid,  for  the  sum  of 
four  doUars,  exclusive  of  postage,  the  proceeds  of  such  sales  to  be  paid  to 
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the  State  Treasurer,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  to  report  thereon  in  bis 
biennial  report;  provided^  that  the  Secretary  shall  retain  five  hundred 
copies  of  each  volume  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

Article  1032.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  designate,  by  order  or  other- 
wise, all  cases  to  be  reported,  and  only  such  cases  shall  be  reported  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  Supreme  Court  for  publication,  and  only  the 
main  propositions  specified  by  the  court  contained  in  the  briefs  of  cases 
reported,  with  the  authorities  relied  on,  shall  be  incorporated  in  such 
reports. 

Sec.  2.  That  articles  1077,  1078,  1079,  1080,  1081  and  1082,  of  chap- 
ter 15,  title  26,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  shall 
hereafter  read  as  follows,  respectively: 

Article  1077.  The  Court  ot  Appeals  is  authorized  and  required  to 
appoint  one  or  more  reporters  of  its  decisions  in  criminal  cases,  and  of 
such  other  of  its  decisions  as  may  be  required  by  law  to  be  published; 
such  reporters  shall  be  subject  to  removal  by  said  court  for  any  inefficiency 
or  neglect  of   duty. 

Article  1078.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  reporter  to  prepare  for  pub- 
lication, under  the  direction  of  said  court,  the  said  decisions  thereof,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  printed  and  published  with  promptness,'  as  fast  as 
there  shall  be  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  volume,  and  shall  deliver  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  use  of  the  State,  one  thousand  copies  of 
each  volume  of  the  reports.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  designate,  by 
order  or  otherwise,  all  cases  to  be  reported,  and  only  such  cases  shall  be 
reported  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  publication,, 
and  only  the  main  propositions  specified  by  the  court  contained  in  the 
briefs  of  cases  reported,  with  the  authorities  relied  on,  shall  be  incorpo- 
rated in  such  reports. 

Article  1079.  Each  volume  shall  contain  an  average  number  of  pagesof 
the  volumes  of  the  Texas  Reports  heretofore  published,  and  each  page 
shall  be  twenty-six  ems,  pica,  wide  and  forty-six  ems,  pica,  long.  The 
type  used  shall  be  long  primer  and  minion,  of  same  size  used  in  volume 
XXIII,  Wallace's  United  States  Supreme  Court  Reports.  The  lines  shall 
be  leaded  with  not  thicker  than  eight  to  pica  leads.  The  paper,  pre.ss- 
work  and  binding  shall  be  of  the  same  style  and  of  at  least  equal  qua\^ty 
in  every  respect  with  the  volumes  of  Moore  and  Walker's  Reports  hereto- 
fore published.  They  shall  be  styled  the  "  Court  of  Appeals  Repo  r  8," 
and  shall  be  so  styled  on  the  title  page  and  back  thereof,  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  volumes  shall  be  continued  on  consecutively.  The  name  of 
the  reporter  may  be  printed  on  the  back,  as  on  the  volumes  published  by 
Moore  and  Walker. 

Article  1080.  The  reporter  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  payment  for 
the  one  thousand  copies  of  each  volume  delivered  as  aforesaid,  the  follow- 
ing compeisation,  viz.,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  page  for 
as  many  pages  as  shall  be  contained  in  one  copy  of  each  volume  so  de- 
livered. 

Article  1081,  As  soon  as  the  opinions  are  recorded,  the  originals,  to- 
gether with  the  records  and  papers  in  each  case  to  be  reported,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  reporter,  upon  his  giving  a  receipt  therefor,  who  shall  re- 
turn them  to  the  respective  clerks  from  whom  he  received  them,  when  he 
shall  have  finished  using  them. 

Article  1082.  When  the  reporter  shall  have  delivered  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  the  copies  of  a  volume  of  the  reports  as  required  by  this  chap- 
ter, the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the 
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State  Treasurer  for  the  kmount  of  compensation  due  such  reporter,  based 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Printing,  that  the  reporter  has  delivered  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  one  thousand  copies  of  the  ....  volume  of  the  "  Court  of 

Appeals  Reports,"  containing pages,  printed,  published  and  bound 

in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  chapter.  The  Secretary  of 
State  is  authorized  to  sell  single  copies  of  each  volume  delivered  as  afore- 
said, for  the  sum  of  four  dollars,  exclusive  of  postage,  the  proceeds  of 
such  sales  to  be  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
report  thereon  in  his  biennial  report;  provided,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  retain  five  hundred  copies  of  each  volume  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  fact  that  there  is  no  law  by  which  the  State  can  retain 
the  copyright  to  the  reports  of  its  Supreme  and  Appellate  Courts,  and 
the  further  fact  that  the  public  interest  demands  an  immediate  change  in 
the  existing  law  upon  the  subject,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
and  an  emergency  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  seve- 
ral days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  hereby  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted;  provided,  that 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  held  to  apply  to  volumes  of  reports 
the  manuscript  of  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher. 

Approved  May  3,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  efPect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  title  4  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to 
reapportion  the  State  into  Senatorial  and  Representative  Districts. 

Sectiok  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  articles  11,  12, 13,  14  and  15,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Texas  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  11.  The  senatorial  districts  of  the  State  of  Texas  are  consti- 
tuted as  follows,  each  of  which  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  a  senator: 

Number  1 — The  counties  of  Jefferson,  Liberty,  Orange,  Jasper,  New- 
ton, Tyler,  Polk,  Hardin,  Chambers  and  San  Jacinto. 

Number  2 — The  counties  of  Sabine,  San  Augustine,  Nacogdoches, 
Shelby,  Rusk  and  Panola. 

Number  3 — The  county  of  Harrison. 

Number  4 — The  counties  of  Cass,  Marion,  Bowie,  Morris  and  Titus. 

Number  5 — The  counties  of  Delta,  Hopkins,  Franklin,  Camp  and 
Hunt. 

Number  6 — The  counties  of  Rains,  Wood,  Upshur,  Gregg  and  Smith. 

Number  7 — The  counties  of  VanZandt,  Henderson,  Anderson  J  and 
Cherokee. 

Number  8 — The  counties  of  Houston,  Leon,  Madison,  Grimes  and  An- 
gelina. 

Number  9 — The  counties  of  Trinity,  Walker,  Montgomery  and  Harris. 

Number  10 — The  counties  of  Galveston,  Brazoria  and  Matagorda. 

Number  11 — The  counties  of  Wharton,  Colorado,  Lavaca  and 
Gonzales. 

Number  12 — The  counties  of  Fort  Bend,  Burleson,  Waller,  Austin  and 
Washington. 
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Number  13 — The  counties  of  Fayette,  Bastrop  and  Lee. 

Number  14 — The  counties  of  Brazos,  Robertson  and  Milam. 

Number  15 — The  counties  of  Limestone,  Freestone  and  Navarro. 

Number  16 — The  counties  of  Kaufman,  Rockwall  and  Dallas. 

Number  17 — The  counties  of  Collin  and  Denton. 

Number  1 8 — The  counties  of  Grayson  and  Cooke. 

Number  19 — The  counties  of  Montague,  Clay,  Wichita,  Archer,  Young, 
Throckmorton,  Baylor,  Wilbarger,  Greer,  Hardeman,  Enox,  Haskell, 
Stonewall,  King,  Cottle,  Childress,  Collingsworth,  Wheeler,  Hemphill, 
Lamb,  Lipscomb,  Ochiltree,  Roberts,  Gray,  Donley,  Hall,  Motley,  Dick- 
ens, Kent,  Garza,  Crosby,  Floyd,  Briscoe,  Armstrong,  Carson,  Hutchiri- 
son,  Hansford,  Sherman,  Moore,  Potter,  Randall,  Swisher,  Hale,  Lubbock, 
Castro,  Deaf  Smith,  Terry,  Oldham,  Hartley,  Dallam,  Parmer,  Hockley 
Lynn,  Bailey,  Cochran  and  Yoakum. 

Number  20 — The  counties  of  Jack,  Wise,  Tarrant  and  Parker. 

Number  21 — The  counties  of  Johnson,  Ellis  and  Hill. 

Number  22 — The  counties  of  McLennan  and  Falls. 

Number  23 — The  counties  of  Bell,  Hamilton,  Coryell  aud  Lampasas. 

Number  24 — The  counties  of  Burnet,  Williamson  and  Travis. 

Number  25 — The  counties  of  Blanco,  Hays,  Kendall,  Comal,  Guada- 
lupe, Caldwell  aud  Llano. 

Number  26 — 1  he  counties  of  Wilson,  Karnes,  Atascosa,  McMuUen, 
Live  Oak,  Bee,  San  Patricio,  Refugio,  Goliad,  Calhoun,  DeWitt,  Jack- 
son, Aransas  and  Victoria. 

Number  27 — The  counties  of  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Enci- 
nal,  Duval,  Nueces,  Webb,  LaSalle,  Dimmit,  Frio,  Zavalla,  Uvalde,  Mav- 
erick and  Kinney. 

Number  28 — The  counties  of  Bexar,  Medina,  Bandera,  Kerr,  Edwards, 
Gillespie,  Mason,  Kimble,  Menard,  Crockett,  Tom  Green,  Presidio,  El 
Paso  and  Pecos. 

Number  29 — The  counties  of  Stephens,  Eastland,  Comanche,  Brown, 
San  Saba,  McCuUoch,  Coleman,  Callahan,  Shackelford,  Jones,  Taylor, 
Runnels,  Concho,  Nolan,  Fisher,  Mitchell,  Scurry,  Howard,  Borden, 
Dawson,  Martin,  Gaines  and  Andrews. 

Number  30 — The  counties  of  Palo  Pinto,  Hood,  Somervell,  Erath  and 
Bosque. 

Number  31 — The  counties  of  Fannin,  Lamar  and  Red  River. 

Article  12.  The  county  judges  of  the  following  counties  shall  receive 
returns  and  count  the  votes  and  issue  certificates  of  election  to  persons 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Senator  at  any  election  in 
their  respective  districts,  to-wit : 

First  district — Tyler  county. 

Second  district — Rusk  county. 

Third  district — Harrison  county. 

Fourth  district — Bowie  county. 

Fifth  district — Hopkins  county. 

Sixth  district — Smith  county. 

Seventh  district — Anderson  county. 

Eighth  district — Houston  county. 

Ninth  district — Harris  county. 

Tenth  district — Galveston  county. 

Eleventh  district — Lavaca  county. 

Twelfth  district — Washington  county. 

Thirteenth  district — Bastrop  county.  C^ooalp 
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Fourteenth  district — Brazos  county. 

Fifteenth  district — Navarro  county. 

Sixteenth  district — Dallas  county. 

Seventeenth  district — Collin  county. 

Eighteenth  district — Grayson  county. 

Nineteenth  district — Montague  county. 

Twentieth  district — Tarrant  county.  ^ 

Twenty-first  district — Ellis  county. 

Twenty-second  district — McLennan  county. 

Twenty-third  district — Coryell  county. 

Twenty-fourth  district — Travis  county. 

Twenty-fifth  district — Hays  county. 

Twenty-sixth  district — Goliad  county. 

Twenty-seventh  district — Webb  county. 

Twenty-eighth  district — Bexar  county. 

Twenty-ninth  district — Eastland  county. 

Thirtieth  district — Erath  county. 

Thirty-first  district — Lamar  county. 

BEPBESENTATIVB   DISTEICT8. 

Article  13  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows:  Article  13.  The  represen- 
tative districts  of  the  State,  and  the  number  of  representatives  to  be 
elected  by  each  district,  are  as  follows: 

Number  1 — The  counties  of  Liberty,  Chambers,  Jefferson,  Orange  and 
Hardin  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  2 — The  counties  of  San  Jacinto  and  Polk  shall  elect  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Number  3 — The  counties  of  Jasper,  Tyler  and  Newton  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  4 — The  counties  of  Nacogdoches  and  Angelina  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  5 — The  counties  of  Sabine,  Shelby  and  San  Augustine  shall 
elect  one  representative. 

Number  6 — The  county  of  Rusk  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  1 — The  county  of  Panola  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  8 — The  county  of  Cherokee  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  9 — ^The  county  of  Anderson  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  10 — The  counties  of  Anderson  and  Henderson  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  11 — The  counties  of  Camp  and  Upshur  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  12 — The  county  of  Smith  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  13 — The  county  of  Houston  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  14 — The  county  of  Harrison  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  16 — The  counties  of  Harrison,  Panola,  Rusk,  Shelby,  Sabine 
and  San  Augustine  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  16 — The  countjrof  Cass  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  17 — The  counties  of  Marion,  Cass,  Bowie  and  Morris  shall 
elect  two  representatives. 

Number  18 — The  county  of  Red  River  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  19 — The  counties  of  Titus,  Franklin  and  Red  River  shall 
elect  one  representative. 

Number  20 — The  county  of  Lamar  shall  elect  one^rj^prej^ent^tiTOle 
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Number  21 — The  county  of  Fannin  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  22 — The  counties  of  Lamar  and  Fannin  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  23 — The  counties  of  Lamar,  Fannin  and  Delta  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  24 — The  county  of  Hopkins  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  25 — The  county  of  Hunt  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  26 — The  county  of  Van  Zandt  shall  elect  one  representative* 

Number  27 — The  county  of  Gravson  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  28 — The  county  of  Collin  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  29 — The  counties  of  Denton  and  Collin  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  30 — The  county  of  Cooke  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  31 — The  counties  of  Cooke  and  Grayson  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  32 — The  county  of  Denton  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  33 — The  county  of  Dallas  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  34 — The  county  of  Tarrant  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  35 — The  counties  of  Dallas,  Tarrant  and  Rockwall  shall  elect 
one  representative. 

Number  36 — The  county  of  Johnson  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  37 — The  county  of  Ellis  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  38 — The  county  of  Hill  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  39 — The  counties  of  Johnson,  Hill,  Ellis  and  Navarro  shall 
elect  one  representative. 

Number  40 — The  counties  of  Hood,  Erath,  Bosque  and  Somervell 
shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  41 — The  counties  of  Young,  Wise  and  Jack  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  42 — The  counties  of  Palo  Pinto,  Stephens  and  Eastland  shall 
elect  one  representative. 

Number  43 — The  counties  of  Throckmorton,  Shackelford,  Callahan, 
Taylor,  Jones,  Nolan,  Mitchell,  Haskell,  Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn, 
Terry,  Yoakum,  Gaines,  Dawson,  Borden,  Scurry,  Fisher,  Howard, 
Martin,  Andrews,  Archer,  Wichita,  Baylor,  Wheeler,  Oldham,  Knox, 
King,  Dickens,  Crosby,  Lubbock,  Hockley,  Cochran,  Bailey,  Lamb,  Hale, 
Floyd,  Motley,  Cottle,  Wilbarp^er,  Childress,  Hall,  Briscoe,  Swisher, 
Castro,  Parmer,  Greer,  Deaf  Smith,  Randall,  Armstrong,  Donley,  Col- 
lingsworth, Gray,  Carson,  Potter,  Hutchinson,  Hartley,  Moore,  Roberts, 
Hemphill,  Lipscomb,  Ochiltree,  Hansford,  Sherman,  Hardeman  and 
Dallam  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  44 — The  counties  of  Montague  and  Clay  shall  elect  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Number  45 — The  county  of  Wise  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  46 — The  county  of  Parker  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  47 — The  county  of  Kaufman  shall  elect  one   representative. 

Number  48 — The  county  of  Robertson  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  49 — The  counties  of  Leon  and  Madison  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  50 — The  county  of  Brazos  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  51 — The  counties  of  'Bell,  Milam  and  Robertson  shall  elect 
one  representative. 

Number  52 — The  county  of  Grimes  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  53 — The  counties  of  Fort  Bend  and  Waller  shall  elect  one 
representative.  .  y  ^-    >  ^  ^     c3  "^ 
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Number  54 — The  counties  of  Montgomery,  Walker,  Trinity  and  Har- 
ris shall  elect  three  representatives. 

Number  55 — The  county  of  Falls  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  56 — The  county  of  Bell  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  57 — The  county  of  Milam  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  58 — The  county  of  Limestone  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  59— The  county  of  Freestone  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  60 — The  county  of  Navarro  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  61 — The  county  of  McLennan  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  62 — The  counties  of  McLennan,  Limestone  arid  Falls  shall 
elect  one  representative. 

Number  63 — The  counties  of  Coryell  and  Hamilton  shall  elect  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Number  64 — The  counties  of  Galveston  and  Brazoria  shall  elect  one 
representative. 

Number  65 — The  county  of  Galveston  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  66 — The  counties  of  Brazoria,  Galveston,  Matagorda  and 
Wharton  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  67 — The  county  of  Colorado  shall  elect  one  repesentative. 

Number  68 — The  county  of  Austin  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  69 — The  county  of  Lavaca  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  70 — The  county  of.  Fayette  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  71 — The  county  of  Washington  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  72 — The  counties  of  Washington,  Burleson  and  Lee  shall  elect 
one  representative. 

Number  73 — The  counties  of  Burleson  and  Lee  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  74 — The  county  of  Bastrop  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  75 — The  county  of  Travis  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  76 — The  counties  of  Burnet  and  Lampasas  shall  elect  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Number  77 — The  counties  of  Brown  and  Comanche  shall  elect  one  rep- 
resentative. 

Number  78 — The  county  of  Williamson  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  79 — The  counties  of  Llano,  San  Saba,  Concho,  McCulloch, 
Coleman  and  Runnels  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  80^ — The  counties  of  El  Paso,  Edwards,  Menard,  Pecos,  Pre- 
sidio, Crockett  and  Tom  Green  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  81 — The  counties  of  Kinney,  Dimmit,  Frio,  Maverick,  Uvalde 
and  Zavalla  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number.  82 — The  counties  of  Atascosa,  Karnes  and  Wilson  shall  elect 
one  representative. 

Number  83 — The  counties  of  Duval,  Encinal,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Webb 
and  Zapata  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  84 — The  counties  of  Bandera,  Kerr,  Kimble,  Mason,  Kendall 
and  Medina  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  85 — The  counties  of  Bee,  LaSalle,  Live  Oak,  McMullen,  Nue- 
ces and  San  Patricio  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  86 — The  county  of  Bexar  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  87 — The  counties  of  Aransas,  Calhoun,  DeWitt,  Goliad,  Jack- 
son, Refugio  and  Victoria  shall  elect  two  representatives. 

Number  88 — The  county  of  Cameron  shall  elect  one  representatives. 

Number  89 — The  counties  of  Blanco,  Comal  and  Gillespie  shall  elect 
one  representative.  ^OOqIc 
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Number  90 — The  county  of  Gonzales  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  91 — The  counties  of  Caldwell,  Guadalupe  and  Hays  shall  elect 
two  representatives. 

Number  92 — The  county  of  Harris  shall  elect  one  representative. 

Number  93 — The  counties  of  Smith  and  Gregg  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

Number  94 — The  counties  of  Wood  and  Rains  shall  elect  one  repre- 
sentative. 

In  the  several  representative  districts  composed  of  more  counties  than 
one,  the  county  judges  of  the  following  named  counties  shall  receive  the 
returns  and  issue  certificates  of  election  to  the  rerpesentatives  elected  in 
their  respective  districts;  and  article  14  of  the  Kevised  Civil  Statutes 
shall  read  as  follows: 

In  the  first  district — Jefferson  county. 

In  the  second  district — Polk  county. 

In  the  third  district — Tyler  county. 

In  the  fourth  district — Nacogdoches  county. 

In  the  fifth  district — Shelby  county. 

In  the  tenth  district— rHenderson  county. 

In  the  eleventh  district — Upshur  county. 

In  the  fifteenth  district — Rusk  county. 

In  the  seventeenth  district — Bowie  courjty. 

In  the  nineteenth  district — Titus  county. 

In  the  twenty-second  district — Lamar  county. 

In  the  twenty-third  district — Lamar  county. 

In  the  twenty-ninth  district — Collin  county. 

In  the  thirty-first  district — Grayson  county. 

In  the  thiity-fifth  district — Dallas  county. 

In  the  thirty-ninth  district — Ellis  county. 

In  the  fortieth  district — Hood  county. 

In  the  forty-first  district — Wise  county. 

In  the  forty-second  district — Eastland  county. 

In  the  forty-third  district — Shackelford  county. 

In  the  forty-fourth  district — Montague  county. 

In  the  forty-ninth  district — Leon  county. 

In  the  fifty-first  district — Bell  county. 

In  the  fifty-third  district — Waller  county. 

In  the  fifty-fourth  district — Montgomery  county. 

In  the  sixty-second  di  trict — McLennan  county. 

Ir  the  sixty-third  district — Coryell  county. 

In  the  sixty-fourth  district — Galveston  county. 

In  the  sixty-sixth  district — Galveston  county. 

In  the  seventy-second  district — Barleson  county. 

In  the  seventy-third  district — Burleson  county. 

In  the  seventy-sixth  district — Burnet  county. 

In  the  seventy-seventh  district — Brown  county. 

In  the  seventy-ninth  district — Llano  county. 

In  the  eightieth  district — El  Paso  county. 

In  the  eighty-first  district — Kinney  county. 

In  the  eighty-second  district — Karnes  county. 

In  the  eighty-third  district — Webb  county. 

In  the  eighty-fourth  district— Bandera  county. 

In  the  eighty-fifth  district— Live  Oak  county. 

In  the  eighty-seventh  district— Aransas  county.        (7oo<jle 
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In  the  eighty-ninth  district — Blanco  county. 

In  the  ninety-first  district— Caldwell  county. 

In  the  ninety-third  district— Gregg  county. 

In  the  ninety -fourth  district— Wood  county. 

Article  15.  In  all  senatorial  or  representative  districts  comprised  of 
but  one  county,  the  county  judge  of  that  county  shall  receive  the  returns 
and  issue  the  certificate  of  election  to  the  senator  or  representative 
elected,  as  provided  in  article  12. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  large 
amount  of  business  undisposed  of,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
justifying  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  May  3,  A.  D,  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  destruction  of  certain  engraved  bonds  of  the  State,  whicb 
were  never  used,  engraved  under  acts  approved  August  5,  1870,  and  April  21, 
1879,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  JBe  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and 
Comptroller,  burn  the  engraved  four  and  five  per  cent  bonds,  with  cou- 
pons attached,  which  were  engraved  under  an  act  approved  April  21^ 
1879,  and  which  were  never  used,  aggregating  in  amount  about  one  mil- 
lion eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  and  eighty  dollars.  That  the 
six  hundred  bonds  for  one  thousand  each,  now  stored  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Bank  of  New  York,  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Treasurer,  be 
canceled  in  New  York  before  their  return  to  the  Treasury  Department  of 
the  State  and  final  burning. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Governor,  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  shall  sign  a 
written  statement  specifying  all  the  bonds  destroyed  under  this  act,  with 
the  date  of  their  burning,  specifying  the  numbers,  which  shall  be  filed  by 
the  Treasurer,  and  be  safely  deposited  and  kept  in  the  vault  of  the 
treasury. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  also,  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and 
Comptroller,  bum  the  engraved  bonds  with  coupons  attached  now  stored 
in  the  Governor's  office,  known  as  the  International  Railroad  bonds,  said 
bonds  reciting,  on  their  face,  to  have  been  issued  by  virtue  of  "An  act  to 
incorporate  the  International  Railroad  Company,  and  to  provide  for  the 
aid  of  the  State  in  constructing  the  same,"  approved  August  5,  1870; 
some  of  said  bonds  being  unsigned  and  some  having  on  them  the  signa- 
ture of  Edmund  J.  Davis  and  G.  W.  Honey ;  and  the  Treasurer  shall 
also  keep  and  file  a  record  of  these  bonds  so  destroyed,  as  provided  in 
section  two  above. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  Sk» 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  Whereas,  The  coupons  of  the  five  hundred  dollar  bonds 
issued  under  said  act  bear  the  lithograph  signature  of  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  the  interest  of  the  State  requires  their  immediate 
destruction,  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  for 
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suspending  tlie  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and 
for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act;  therefore,  said  rule  is  hereby  sus- 
pended, and  this  act  shall  take  eflPect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  May  4,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

An  Act  to  amend  article  8C02,  chapter  10,  title  71,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  relating  to  the  hiring  of  county  convicts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  e?? acted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  article  3602,  chapter  10,  title  11,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes, 
shall  be  amended  so  as  to  read  hereafter  as  follows: 

Article  3602.  Any  jierson  who  may  be  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  or 
petty  offense,  and  who  shall  be  committed  to  jail  in  default  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fine  and  costs  adjudged  against  him,  shall  be  hired  out  to 
any  individual,  company  or  corporation  within  the  county  of  conviction, 
to  remain  in  said  county;  and  the  proceeds  of  said  hiring,  when  collected, 
shall  be  applied,  first,  to  the  payment  of  the  costs,  and  second,  to  the 
payment  of  the  fine,  and  every  convict  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  of 
fifty  cents  on  his  fine  and  costs  for  each  day  he  may  serve  under  such 
hiring,  including  Sundays,  and  he  shall  be  discharged  at  any  time  upon 
payment  of  the  balance  due  on  his  fine  and  costs,  or  upon  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service;  his  term  of  service  in  no -event  to  be  greater  than 
one  day  for  each  fifty  cents  of  fine  and  costs;  2^'^ovided,  that  in  no  case 
shall  the  counties  be  responsible  to  the  officers  for  their  costs.  And  in 
no  case  shall  such  convict  be  hired  out  for  a  longer  period  than  two 
years  for  failure  to  pay  a  fine  and  costs,  and  on  the  expiration  of  said  time, 
unless  by  his  hire  such  fine  and  costs  have  been  sooner  paid  off,  said  con- 
vict shall  be  finally  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  ai>proach  of  the  end  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  suspended. 

Approved  May  4,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  temporary  capital  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  several  depart* 
ments  and  branches  of  the  State  government,  and  to  make  an  appropriation 
therefor. 
Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Capitol  Board,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Comptroller,  Treas- 
urer, Attorney-General   and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  purchase  or 
rent  suitable  property  and  buildings,   or  to  contract  with  some  suitable 
person  or  persons  for  the  erection,  in  the  city   of  Austin,  of  a  suitable 
building  or   buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  Supreme  Court, 
Court  of  Appeals,  Commissioners  of  Appeals,  Treasurer,  Comptroller, 
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Governor,  and  Secretary  of  State,  Attorney-General,  Adjutant-General^ 
Commissioner  of  Insurance,  Statistics  and  History,  and  all  the  other 
necessary  offices  and  places  of  business  for  the  different  branches  of  the 
State  government  (except  for  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office);  such  building  or  buildings  to  be  fitted  up  so  as  to  be  safe  and 
comfortable  for  the  use  of  such  departments  and  officers  until  such  time 
as  the  new  State  capitol  building  now  being  erected  is  ready  for  occu- 
pancy; provided,  that  if  the  board  shall  purchase  any  building  the  owner 
of  said  building  shall  execute  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  good  bond  in 
the  amount  of  $20,000,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  condi- 
tioned that  the  said  owner,  or  owners  will  repurchase  the  same  building 
or  buildings  from  the  State  upon  the  completion  of  the  new  capitol 
bailding,  at  the  same  price  paid  by  the  State  for  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  The  said  Capitol  Board,  in  arranging  for  such  temporary  capi- 
tol building  or  buildings,  are  hereby  fully  empo-wered  to  sell,  or  to  use  in 
any  way  that  they  may  determine  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  State,  all 
the  rock  and  other  building  material  now  contained  in  the  ruins  of  the 
old  capitol  building,  the  Supreme  Court  building  and  the  Treasurer's  and 
Comptroller's  building,  and  they  are  authorized  to  have  all  such  buildings 
removed,  if  they  think  best  to  do  so,  the  material,  or  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  in  the  construction,  repair,  or  purchase  of  such  temporary  capitol 
buildings  mentioned  in  section  1  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  such  Capitol  Board  shall  purchase  property  upon 
which  to  establish  such  temporary  capitol  building  or  buildings,  or  any 
part  thereof,  before  making  such  purchase  they  shall  cause  the  title  to 
such  property  to  be  carefully  examined,  and  all  encumbrances,  if  any,  to 
be  removed  from  such  title;  and  they  shall  be  fully  satisfied  that  the 
buildings  erected,  or  to  be  erected  upon  such  property^  can  be  protected 
from  fires,  and  can  be  made  reasonably  comfortable  during  all  seasons  of 
the  year. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  heretofore  appropriated  for  other  purposes,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  pay  out  any  of  said  money,  the  Capitol  Board  §hall  direct  the 
Comptroller  to  issue  his  warrants  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  amounts  di- 
rected to  be  paid  out,  and  the  Treasurer  shall  pay  such  warrants  upon 
presentation ;  and  said  Capitol  Board  shall  make  no  contract  involving  a 
greater  expense  to  the  State  than  the  amount  herein  appropriated. 

Sec.  5.  The  facts  that  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  is  near 
its  close,  and  that  no  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  temporary  capi- 
tol building,  or  buildings,  for  the  different  branches  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, while  the  new  capitol  building  is  being  erected,  create  an  impera- 
tive public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  that  bills  shall 
be  read  on  three  several  days,  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  May  4,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

An  Act  to  amend  articles  4632,  4664  and  4665»  chapter  1,  title  95,  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  as  amended  March  24,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  article  4662  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  4662.  There  shall  be  levied  and  collected  an  annual  ad  valorem 
State  tax  of  three-tenths  of  one  per  centum  of  the  cash  value  thereof,  es- 
timated in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  on  all  real  property 
situated,  and  on  all  movable  property  owned,  in  this  State  on  the  first 
day  of  January  of  each  and  every  year,  except  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  exempted  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  which  cash  value 
shall  be  estimated  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  article  4664  of  the  Revised  Statutes  shall  hereafter  read 
as  follows: 

Article  4664.  There  shall  be  levied  and  collected  from  every  male 
person  between  the  ages  of  twenty- one  and  sixty  years,  resident  within 
this  State,  on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each  year  (Indians  not  taxed, 
and  persons  insane,  blind,  deaf  and  aumb,  or  those  who  have  lost  one 
hand  or  one  foot,  excepted),  an  annual  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents,  one  dollar  for  the  benefit  of  free  schools  and  fifty  cents  for  general 
revenue  purposes;  provided,  that  no  county  shall  levy  more  than  twenty- 
five  cents  poll  tax  for  county  purposes. 

Sec.  3.  That  article  4665  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Article  4665.  That  there  shall  be  levied  on  and  collected  from  every 
person,  firm,  company  or  association  of  persons  pursuing  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  occupations,  an  annual  tax,  except  when  herein  otherwise 
provided,  on  every  such  occupation  or  separate  establishment  as  follows: 

From  every  merchant  whose  purchases  amount  to  one  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  annually,  one  hundred  and  twentv-five  dollars;  from  every 
merchant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  sixty 
dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  twenty- 
five  thousand^  dollars,  twenty-five  dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose 
annual  purcha'ses  amount  to  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  twenty  dollars;  from 
every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  twelve  dollars;  from  every  merchant  whose  annual  purchases 
amount  to  ^we  thousand  dollars,  six  dollars;  from  every  merchant 
whose  annual  purchases  amount  to  two  thousand  dollars  or  less, 
three  dollars;  from  every  commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman, 
or  solicitor  of  trade,  by  sample  or  otherwise,  an  annual  occu- 
pation  tax  of  thirty-five  dollars,  payable  in  SidY&uce;  provided,  th2X 
the  tax  herein  required  to  be  paid  by  such  commercial  traveler, 
drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  shall  be  paid  to  the  Comptroller  of 
Public  Accounts,  whose  receipts,  under  seal,  shall  be  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  such  tax;  and  provided  further,  that  no  county,  city  or  town 
shall  levy  or  collect  any  occupation  tax  upon  such  commercial  traveler, 
drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  apply  to  any  one  soliciting  subscriptions  for  religious,  literary  or 
historical  books  or  maps,  or  to  persons  soliciting  for  nurseries,  newspa- 
pers and  gravestones;  provided  further,  that  every  commercial  traveler, 
drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  of  trade  shall,  on  demand  of  the  tax  col- 
lector of  any  county  of  the  State,  or  of  any  peace  officer  of  said  county, 
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exhibit  to  such  officer  the  Comptroller's  receipt  above  mentioned;  and 
every  commercial  traveler,  drummer,  salesman  or  solicitor  of  trade  who 
shall  fail  or  refuse  to  exhibit  said  receipt  to  such  officer  on  demand  by 
him,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not 
less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

A  merchant,  in  the  meaning  of  this  act,  is  any  person,  firm  or  associa- 
tion of  persons  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise, of  any  kind  whatever. 

From  every  traveling  person  selling  patent  or  other  medicines,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars;  and  no  traveling  person  shall  so  sell  until 
said  tax  is  paid ;  provided,  that  this  tax  shall  not  apply  to  commercial 
travelers,  drummers,  or  salesmen,  making  sales  or  soliciting  trade  for 
merchants  engaged  in  selling  drugs  or  medicines,  who  shall  be  taxed  as 
other  commercial  drummers. 

From  every  fortune-teller  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

From  every  clairvoyant  or  mesmerist  who  plies  his  or  her  vocation  for 
money,  five  dollars  for  each  and  evQry  county  in  which  such  vocation  is 
carried  on. 

From  every  person,  firm,  or  association  of  persons  engaged  in  discount- 
ing and  shaving  paper,  or  engaged  in  business  as  money  brokers  or  bank- 
ers, or  dealers  in  stocks,  securities  or  bills  of  exchange,  or  in  buying  and 
selling  bond?.  State  or  county  warrants,  or  other  claims  against  the  State, 
an  annual  tax  of  sixteen  dollars  in  a  city  or  town  of  not  more  than  two 
thousand  inhabitants;  in  a  city  or  town  of  five  thousand  and  not  less  than 
two  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  forty  dollars;  in  a  city  or  town 
of  ten  thousand  and  not  less  than  five  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual 
tax  of  eighty  dollars;  in  a  city  or  town  of  twenty  thousand  and  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  inhabitants  an  annual  tax  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars;  in  a  city  or  town  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  an 
annual  tax  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

From  every  operator  or  owner  of  any  daguerrean,  photograph,  or  other 
such  like  gallery,  by  whatever  name  called,  if  in  any  incorporated  city  or 
town  of  less  than  five  thousand  inhabitants,  six  dollars;  if  more  than  five 
thousand  inhabitants,  fourteen  dollars;  and  if  elsewhere,  four  dollars; 
and  from  every  person  soliciting  work  for  any  daguerrean,  photograph  or 
such  like  gallery,  or  for  persons  engaged  in  the  business  of  cop}ing  or 
enlarging  pictures  or  photographs  of  any  character,  where  such  gallery 
is  not  situated  in,  or  such  business  is  not  in  the  county  in  which  he  so- 
licits such  work,  seven  dollars. 

From  every  auctioneer  doing  business  in  a  city  of  ten  thousand  inhabi- 
tants or  more,  an  annual  tax  of  forty-five  dollars;  from  every  auctioneer 
in  a  city  or  town  of  five  thousand  and  not  more  than  ten  thousand  in- 
habitants, thirty  dollars;  from  every  auctioneer  in  a  city  or  town  of  two 
thousand  inhabitants  and  not  more  than  five  thousand,  eighteen  dollars; 
from  auctioneers  in  all  other  towns  or  villages,  twelve  dollars. 

From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  following  the  occu- 
pation of  ship  brokers  or  ship  agents,  if  in  a  city  or  town  of  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  or  more,  twenty  dollars;  if  in  a  city  or  town  of  less 
than  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  seven  dollars. 

From  every  keeper  of  a  toll-bridge,  an  annual  tax  of  seven  dollars. 

From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  selling  upon  commis- 
sion, an  annual  tax  of  seven  dollars. 

From  every  land  agent  there  shall  be  collected  an  annual  tax  of  five 
dollars.  ^  i 
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The  terra  "  land  agent "  shall  be  construed  to  mean  any  person,  firm  or 
association  of  persons  performing,  for  compensation,  any  of  the  follow- 
ing services:  Fiirchasing  or  selling  real  estate  for  others;  purchajing  or 
Belling  land  certificates  for  others.  But  .his  term  "  land  agent "  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  levy  tax  upon  attorneys  in  addition  to  the  one 
hereinafter  levied. 

From  every  person  practicing  law  and  from  every  conveyancer,  ^\e 
dollars;  provided,  that  attorneys  at  law  shall  only  pay  county  occupation 
tax  in  the  county  of  his  or  their  residence. 

From  every  physician,  surgeon,  occulist  or  medical  specialist  of  any 
kind,  traveling  from  place  to  place  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  an 
annual  tax  of  forty  dollars  in  each  county  wher<e  he  may  practice  his 
profession. 

From  every  dentist,  five  dollars. 

From  every  other  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  pursuing  the 
occupation  of  posting  up  advertising  bills  or  notices,  tacking  up  adver- 
tising cards  or  notices  of  tin,  wood  pr  other  material,  printing:  or  letter- 
ing words  or  pictures  on  fences  or  other  places,  as  a  means  of  advertisings 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  per  annum  for  the  State,  and  in  each  county 
in  which  the  occupation  may  be  pursued  an  annual  tax  of  four  dollars; 
provided,  that  this  clause  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  tax  persons  ad- 
vertising their  own  business. 

From  every  person  or  firm  keeping  a  shooting  gallery  at  which  a  fee  is 
paid  or  demanded,  an  annual  tax  of  sixteen  dollars  in  each  county. 

For  every  billiard,  bagatelle,  pigeon-hole,  devil-among-the-tailors,  or 
jenny-lind  table,  or  anything  of  the  kind  used  for  profit,  twenty  dollars; 
and  any  such  table  used  in  connection  with  any  drinking  saloon  or  other 
place  of  business  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  or  given  away,  or 
upon  which  any  money  or  other  thing  of  value  is  paid,  shall  be  regarded 
as  used  for  profit. 

From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  selling  or  offering 
for  sale  the  illustrated  Police  News,  Police  Gazette,  and  other  illustrated 
publications  of  like  character,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  in  each 
county  in  which  such  sale  may  be  made  or  offered  to  be  made. 

For  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sell  pools  on  horse  races,  five  dol- 
lars for  each  and  every  day  they  may  so  sell  said  pools. 

For  every  nine  or  ten  pin  alley,  or  any  other  alley  used  for  profit,  by 
whatever  name  called,  constructed  or  operated  upon  the  principle  of  a 
bowling  alley  and  upon  which  balls  are  rolled,  without  regard  to  the 
number  of  pins  used,  or  whether  pins  are  used  or  not,  or  whether  the  balls 
are  rolled  V)y  hand  or  with  a  cue,  one  thousand  dollars.  Any  such  alley 
used  in  connection  with  any  drinking  saloon  or  any  drug  store,  or  with 
any  drug  store  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  or  given  away,  or  upon 
which  any  money  or  thing  of  value  is  paid,  shall  be  regarded  as  used  for 
profit.  ., 

From  all  persons  keeping  or  using  fol*  profit  any  hobby-horse  or  flying 
jenny,  or  device  of  that  character,  with  or  without  name,  sixteen  dollars 
for  each  county  wherein  the  same  are  kept  or  used. 

From  every  foot  peddler,  five  dollars  in  each  county  where  he  peddles. 
For  every  peddler  with  one  horse  or  one  pair  o^  oxen,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars  in  each  county  where  he  peddles.  For  every  peddler  with  two 
horses  or  two  pairs  of  oxen,  thirty  dollars  in  each  county  in  which  he  may 
pursue  such  occupation;  provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  include  traveling  vendors  of  tin  or  earthen  ware;  pro- 
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%ided  further^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
include  traveling  vendors  of  literature  exclusively  religious  in  character^ 
or  traveling  vendors  of  fruit  and  fruit  trees  exclusively. 

For  every  theater  or  dramatic  representation  from  which  pay  for  admis- 
sion is  demanded  or  received,  two  dollars  for  each  day  they  may  per- 
form, or  fifty  dollars  per  quarter;  provided^  that  thea.trical  or  dramatic 
representations  given  by  performers  for  instruction  only,  or  entirely  for 
charitable  purposes  shall  not  be  herein  included. 

For  every,  circus,  where  equestrian  or  acrobatic  feats  and  perform- 
ances are  exhibited,  for  which  pay  for  admission  is  demanded  or  received^ 
for  each  performance  thereof,  fifty  dollars,  notwithstanding  more  than 
one  such  performance  may  take  place  daily. 

For  every  exhibition  where  acrobatic  [feats]  are  performed  for  profit^ 
not  connected  with  the  circus,  ten  dollars  for  each  performance. 

For  every  sleight-of-hand  performance,  or  exhibition  of  legerdemain^ 
ten  dollars. 

For  every  fight  between  men  and  bulls,  or  between  dogs  and  bulls,  or 
between  bears  and  dogs,  or  between  bulls  and  any  other  animals,  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  performance  per  year. 

For  every  cock-pit,  when  kept  for  profit,  or  upon  which  any  money  or 
thing  of  value  is  bet  or  paid,  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  every  menagerie,  wax  work,  or  exhibition  of  any  kind,  where  a 
separate  fee  for  admission  is  demanded  or  received,  ten  dollars  for  everjr 
day  on  which  fees  for  such  admission  are  received;  provided^  that  exhi- 
bitions by  associations  organized  for  promotion  of  art,  science,  charity^ 
or  benevolence,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation. 

For  every  concert,  where  a  fee  for  admission  is  demanded  or  received,, 
two  dollars;  provided^  that  entertainments  when  given  by  the  citizens  for 
charitable  purposes,  or  for  the  support  or  aid  of  literary  or  cemetery  asso- 
ciations, are  excepted. 

For  every  livery  or  feed  stable,  thirty  cents  for  each  stall,  and  thirty 
cents  for  each  hack,  buggy  or  other  vehicle;  for  every  hack,  buggy  or 
other  vehicle  let  for  hire,  not  connected  with  a  livery  stable,  two  dollars; 
for  every  wagon  yard  used  for  profit,  not  connected  with  a  livery,  feed  or 
sale  stable,  five  dollars. 

From  every  life  insurance  company  doing  business  in  this  State,  an  an- 
nual tax  of  three  hundred  dollars;  and  in  every  county  in  which  they  may 
do  business,  seven  dollars  as  county  tax. 

From  every  fire,  marine  or  guarantee  insurance  company  doing- 
business  in  this  State,  an  annual  tax  of  two  hundred  dollars;  and  in  every 
county  in  which  they  may  do  business,  seven  dollars  as  county  tr;x. 

The  State  tax  due  from  insurance  companies  shall  be  paid  by  such 
companies  to  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  whose  receipt,  under 
seal,  shall  be  evidence  of  payment  of  State  tax,  and  the  county  collector's 
receipt  shall  be  authority  to  work  in  any  county  of  this  State  for  w^hich 
such  company  has  a  receipt. 

From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  dealing  in  lightning- 
rods,  an  annual  tax  of  thirty-six  dollars  to  the  State,  and  eighteen  dollars- 
as  county  tax  to  the  county  in  which  such  business  is  carried  on;  upon 
every  person  canvassing  for  the  sale  of  lightning-rods,  an  annual  tax  of 
thirty-six  dollars,  and  eighteen  dollars  as  county  tax  to  each  county  in 
which  such  canvassing  is  done. 

From  every  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  cotton  broker,  cotton  factor  or  commission  merchant,  in  a  city  of 
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more  than  five  thousand  inhabitants,  an  annual  tax  of  thirty-five  dollarp, 
and  in  all  other  cases  an  annual  tax  of  eighteen  dollars;  provided^  that  a 
merchant  who  pays  an  occupation  tax  as  under  section  3  of  this  act  shall 
not  be  considered  as  a  "cotton  broker." 

From  every  pawnbroker,  an  annual  tax  of  seventy-five  dollars. 

From  every  person  pursuing  the  occupation  of  a  cotton  buyer,  five  dol- 
lars; provic^,  that  a  merchant  who  pays  an  occupation  tax  as  herein 
prescribed  shall  not  be  considered  as  a  cotton  buyer. 

From  every  person,  firm,  agency,  or  association  of  persons,  dealing  in 
sewing  machmes,  an  annual  tax  of  fifteen  dollars  to  the  State,  and  seven 
dollars  as  county  tax  in  every  county  where  such  business  may  be  carried 
on ;  and  upon  every  person  canvassing  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines,  an 
annual  tax  of  fifteen  dollars  to  the  State,  and  seven  dollars  as  county  tax, 
in  every  county  where  such  business  may  be  carried  on;  provided^  that  a 
merchant  who  pays  an  occupation  tax,  as  required  by  this  section,  shall 
not  be  requirea  to  pay  this  special  tax  for  selling  sewing  machines. 

From  any  person,  firm,  or  association  of  persons,  doing  an  express 
business  in  this  State,  an  annual  tax  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  be 
levied  and  collected,  this  tax  to  be  paid  by  such  person,  firm,  or  associa- 
tion of  persons,  doing  an  express  business,  to  the  Comptroller  of  Public 
Accounts,  whose  receipt,  under  seal,  shall  be  issued  to  the  company  or 
companies,  certified  copies  of  which  shall  be  evidence  of  the  payment  of 
the  State,  county  and  municipal  occupation  tax. 

From  every  person,  firm,  or  association  of  persons  owning  or  running 
any  palace,  sleeping  or  dining  room  cars,  on  any  railroad  in  this  State, 
there  shall  be  collected  an  annual  tax  of  fifty  cents  per  mile  for  each  and 
every  mile  of  any  and  all  railroads  in  this  State  over  which  such  cars 
may  run.  The  tax  herein  due  shall  be  paid  by  such  person,  firm,  or  asso- 
ciation of  persons,  to  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  whose  receipt 
under  seal  shall  be  issued  to  the  person,  company  or  firm,  certified  copies 
of  which  shall  be  evidence  of  the  payment  of  State  tax;  provided^  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  levy  of  any  county  or  muni- 
cipal tax  upon  such  person,  firm  or  association  of  persons. 

From  every  person,  firm^  or  association  of  persons  owning  or  running 
any  railroad  cars,  steamboat's  or  stage  coaches  in  this  State  there  shall  be 
collected  quarterly  on  the  first  days  of  January,  April,  July  and  October 
of  each  year,  a  tax  of  three-fourths  of  one  per  centum  on  steamboats  and 
stage  coaches,  and  one-half  of  one  per  centum  on  railroads  upon  their 
gross  receipts  from  all  passenger  travel  within  this  State,  the  said  gross 
receipts  to  be  returned  under  oath  by  said  owner,  agent  or  manager  to 
the  Comptroller,  and  said  tax  to  be  collected  by  the  Comptroller  under 
such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe;  provided^  that  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  authorize  the  levy  of  any  county  or  municipal  tax  upon  such 
person,  firm  or  association  of  persons. 

From  every  chartered  telegraphic  company,  doisg  business  within  this 
State,  there  shall  be  collected  one  cent  for  every  full-rate  message  sent 
by  any  person  within  this  State  to  any  person  within  this  State,  and  one- 
half  that  for  any  message  less  than  a  full  rate  message  so  sent.  This  tax  to 
be  paid  quarterly  to  the  Comptroller,  on  the  sworn  statement  of  the  chief 
manager  of  said  company  or  companies,  or  any  other  officer  authorized  hy 
said  company  to  make  said  statement,  who  shall  keep  a  record  of  such 
messages;  and  the  receipts  of  the  Comptroller,  under  seal,  shall  be  issued 
to  said  company  or  companies,  certified  copies  of  which  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  payment  of  the  State  tax;  provided^  railroad  messages  for  nin- 
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Bing  their  trains  and  for  company  use  shall  not  be  taxed ;  provided  fur- 
Jker,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  levy  or  collection 
if  any  county  or  municipal  tax  upon  such  chartered  companies  for  mes- 
pages  sent  and  messages  sent  on  official  business  by  officers  of  the  United 
States. 

For  each  telephone  company  doing  business  in  this  State,  an  annual 
tox  of  fifty  dollars,  and  for  each  county  in  which  they  may  do  business 
a  county  tax  of  ten  dollars. 

From  each  gas  company,  manufacturing  gas  in  towns  and  cities  of  ten 
thousand  inhabitants  or  more,  thirty-five  dollars;  in  towns  and  cities 
having  less  than  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  twenty  dollars.  Provided^  that 
the  fact  that  a  tax  is  levied  by  this  article  upon  bagatelle,  pigeon-hole, 
devil-among  the-tailors,  jenny-lind  table  or  any  thing  of  the  kind  used 
for  profit,    and  upon  any  nme  or  ten-pin  alley  or  other  alley  used  for 

Srofit  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  from  the  punishment  prescribed 
y  law  any  person  who  may  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  chapter 
three  of  the  Penal  Code;  provided  further^  that  this  act  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  persons  or  firms  of  persons  who  pay  an  occupation  tax 
under  this  act  for  pursuing  the  occupation  of  a  merchant  in  a  city  or 
town  from  soliciting  trade  within  the  corporation  limits  of  said  city  or 
town  where  they  may  reside. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas,  The  various  county  commissioners'  courts  through- 
out the  State  are  about  to  levy  taxes  for  the  present  year,  therefore  an 
emergency  exists  that  so  much  of  this  act  as  relates  to  the  ad  valorem  and 
poll  rate  of  taxation  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  so 
much  as  relates  to  occupation  taxes  shall  take  effect  July  1,  1882;  and 
an  imperative  public  necessity  requires  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  should  be  suspended,  and 
it  is  so  enacted. 
Approved  May  4,  A.  D.  1882. 
The  foregoing  act  received  a  two-thirds  vote  in  both  houses. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

An  a«t  to  ascertain  the  deficiencies  of  the  several  departments  of  the  State  govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1882,  and  for  previous  ye?rs,  and  amounts 
due  individuals,  and  to  make  appropriations  to  pay  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas y 
That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  are 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  State  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  pay  the  following  deficiencies  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  State  government  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1882, 
and  allowance  to  individuals  named  herein,  to- wit: 

,     JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

To  pay  salaries  of  special  judges $913  62 

To  pay  registered  claims  for  costs  due  sheriflFs,  clerks  and 

attorneys 166,970  42 

For  services  in  attending  on  the  Commissioners  of  Appeals 
for  the  years  1881  and  1882,  to  be  paid  in  equal  propor- 
tions to  the  sheriffs  of   Galveston,  Smith  and  Travis 

'^"""^^^^ - —"-..^Gc^^ 
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For  purchase  and  rebinding  of  law  books  for  Supreme  Court 

library $1,200  00 

To  pay  for  removing  Supreme  Court  library 61  50 

To  pay  librarian  for  extra  work  of  removal 25  00 

To  pay  for  purchase  of  safe 200  00 

To  pay  for  purchase  of  matting  for  Supreme  Court  building,  151  00 

For  furniture  for  Supreme  Court  rooms 62  50 

state  department. 

For  rent  of  book  room  from  November  15,  1881,  to  Febru- 
ary 28,  1882,  at  $20  per  month YO  00 

To  pay  Gammel  Bros,  for  recovering  damaged  books  from 

ruins  of  capitol 80  00 

adjutant-general's  office. 

To  pay  for  removing  and  guarding  records  and  furniture 

saved  from  the  burning  of  the  capitol 67  75 

For  supplying  tables,  shelving  and  other  office  furniture. . .  257  00 

For  repairs  on  safe 25  00 

legislative. 

To  pay  Will  Lambert  for  indexing  journals  of  House  of 
Representatives  for  regular  session  of  Seventeenth  Leg- 
islature    150  00 

penitentiaries. 

For  conveying  prisoners  to  penitentiaries,  to  be  credited  on 
claims  of  the  State  agamst  the  sheriffs  entitled  to  the 
same 76,215  75 

QUARANTINE. 

To  pay  quarantine  claims 2,421  85 

EXECUTIVE. 

For  payment  of  rewards 6,308  92 

FISH    COMMISSIONER. 

To  pay  the  widow  of  J.  H.  Dinkins  his  salary  as  "  Fish 
Commissioner"  from  April  1,  1881,  to  December  18, 
1881,  8  months  and  18  days,  at  $1500  per  annum 1,075  00 

To  pay  salary  of  Fish  Commissioner  R.  R.  Robertson  from 
December  21,  1881,  to  February  28,  1882,  at  $1500  per 
annum 262  50 
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I  pensions. 

To  pay  pensions  to  Texas  veterans,  under  special  acts  for 

year  1881 $1,200  00 

To  pay  members  of  Veteran  Board  their  accounts,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor 1,500  00 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  fact  that 
Jnany  of  these  claims  are  past  due  and  the  several  departments  seriously 
hindered  for  want  of  an  appropriation  to  pay  others  of  them,  creates  aD 
emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

x\pproved  May  4,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Joint  Resolution  providing  for  an  election  to  be  held  for  the  location  of  a  branch  of 
the  University,  for  the  instruction  of  the  colored  youths  of  the  State. 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  State  provides  that  there  shall  be 
a  branch  of  the  University  of  Texas  established  for  the  instruction  of 
the  colored  youths  of  the  State,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  located  by  a 
Yott'  of  the  people: 

Section  1.  Be  it  Resolved  [by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,"] 
That  the  Governor  is  hereby,  instructed  to  issue  his  proclamation  ordering 
an  election  to  be  held  throughout  the  State,  upon  the  day  of  the  next 
general  election,  to-wit,  on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
Yember,  1882,  for  the  location  of  a  branch  of  the  State  University,  for  the 
instruction  of  colored  youth;  and  returns  of  said  election  to  be  made  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  general  election  law. 

Sec.  2.  All  localities  put  in  nomination  for  the  location  of  the  colored 
branch  of  the  State  University  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  at 
least  forty  days  before  the  holding  of  said  election,  and  the  Governor 
shall  embrace  in  his  proclamation  ordering  said  election  the  names  of  said 
localities;  provided,  that  any  citizen  may  vote  for  any  locality  not  named 
in  said  proclamation. 

Sec.  3.     The  locality  receiving  the  largest  number  of  votes  shall  be 

Eeclared  selected  as  the  location  of  the  branch  of  the  University  for  the 
istruction  of  the  colored  youth  of  the  State,  and  said  institution  shall 
e  located  at  such  place. 
I    Sec.  4.     The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
iperative  public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  suspended. 
Approved  May  5,  A.  D.  1882. 
Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  support  of  the  State  government  for  the  period 
of  time  beginning  March  1,  1882,  and  ending  February  28,  1883. 

.     Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 

That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  and 

they  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not 

otherwise  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  State  government,  for  the 

period  of  time  beginning  March  1,  1882,  and  ending  February  28,  1883: 

For  completing  work  at  and  buying  machinery  for  the  Rusk 

penitentiary,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars $100,000  00 

For  completing  work  at  and   buying  machinery  for   the 

Huntsville  penitentiary,  fifty  thousand  dollars 50,000  00 

To  enable  the  Penitentiary  Board  to  caiTy  on  and  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  penitentiary,  should  the  State  resume 
control  of  same,  but  the  appropriation  to  be  expended  in 
no  other  event,  forty  thousand  dollars 40,000  00 

For  settling  with  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Ellis,  peniten- 
tiary lessees,  such  amount  as  may  be  due  them  upon  ad- 
justment at  the  termination  of  their  present  lease,  forty 
thousand  dollars 40,000  00 

For  library  at  Huntsville  penitentiary,  the  unexpended  ap- 
propriation made  for  1581,  five  hundred  dollars 500  00 

For  three  additional  clerks  in  Treasurer's  office,  to  attend  to 
the  sale,  etc.,  of  school.  University  and  asylum  lands,  one 

clerk  to  receive  per  year  twelve  hundred  dollars 1200  00 

one  clerk  to  receive  per  year,  one  thousand  dollars 1000  00 

one  clerk  to  receive  per  year,  nine  hundred  dollars 900  00 

For  making  fire-proof  ceiling  in  General  Land  Office,  six 

thousand  dollars 6,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  such  legal  elementary  works  as  may  be 
necessarv,  to  be  selected  by  the  judges  of  the  Commis- 
sion of  Appeals,  five  hundred  dollars 600  00 

For  books,  furniture  and  safe  for  the  Attorney-General's 
office,  to  supply  place  of  those  lost  by  recent  fires,  five 
hundred  dollars 500  00 

To  pay  Tom  Murrah,  agent  for  owner,  for  rent  of  rooms 
Nos.  6  and  8,  second  floor  Brueggerhoff  building,  to 
April  30,  1882,  occupied  by  Adjutant-General,  one  hun- 
dred and  six  dollars  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  cents $106  66j 

And  for  room  No.  11,  same  floor,  occupied  same  length  of 
time  by  Capitol  Commissioners,  fifty-three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents 63  33^ 

And  for  store-room  in  Krohn  building,  same  time,  occupied 
by  Secretary  of  State,  one  hundrel  and  six  dollais  and 
sixty-six  and  two-thirds  cents 106  66f 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two- 
thirds  cents 266  66f 

For  additional  room  rent  for  books  for  Secretary  of  State, 

sixty  dollars 60  00 

For  purchase  of  iron  safe.  Secretary  of  State's  office,  three 

hundred  dollars 300  00 

For  purchase  of  furniture,  Secretary  of  State's  office,  two 

hundred  and  fifty  dollars Tr.i .T.^ r.c>^       250  00 
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For  salary  of  Fish  Coramissiouer,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. .      $1,500  00 

For  building  a  disinfecting  warehouse  at  Galveston  for 
quarantine  purposes,  to  be  expended  by  State  Health  Offi- 
cer, and  the  warehouse  to  remain  under  his  control,  six- 

.  teen  thousand  dollars 16,000  00 

provided,  the  citizens  of  Galveston  shall  contribute  an 
additional  amount  sufficient  to  erect  such  warehouse  as  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Health  Officer  will  subserve  the  pur- 
pose intended,  otherwise  the  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
here  appropriated  shall  not  be  expended. 

For  construction  and  repairs  of  quarantine  stations  at  Gal- 
veston, Brazos  Santiago,  Aransas  Pass,  Pass  Cavallo, 
Orange,  Sabine  Pass,  and  such  other  points  as  may  be 
found  necessary,  th.e  unexpended  balance  of  last  year's 
appropriation  for  same  purpose,  four  thousand  dollars . . .        4,000  00 

For  purchasing  provisions  and  supplies  for  Lunatic  Asylum 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  for  year  ending  Febru- 
ary 28,  1883,  six  thousand  ^ye  hundred  dollars 6,500  00 

To  C.  F.  Millett,  for  fixing  up  Senate  chamber,  and  for 
furniture  for  same,  thirteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  cents 1,389  66 

To  Travis  Lodge  1005,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Lone  Star 
Lodge  No.  1,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  for 
rent  of  Senate  chamber,  and  repairs,  from  March  27  to 
May  10,  1882,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents 737  60 

For  completing  improvements  at  Rusk  penitentiary,  water 
supply,  drainage  and  heating,  it  being  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  appropriation  for  same  purpose,  made  in 
1881,  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars $27,000  OO 

For  the  payment  of  teachers  to  be  employed  by  the  State 
board  of  education  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  sum- 
mer normal  schools,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  . .        3,000  00 

For  paying  pensions  to  Texas  veterans  under  special  acts, 
twelve  hundred  dollars 1,200  00 

For  roofing  the  uncovered  galleries  of  the  new  building  of 
the  blind  asylum,  and  for  furnishing  blinds  for  windows, 
nineteen  hundred  and  forty- five  dollars 1,945  00 

To  provide  efficient  sewerage  for  the  lunatic  asylum.  State 
i  Diversity,  State  Capitol,  and  institute  for  the  blind, 
forty-five  thousand  dollars 45,000  00 

To  purchase  hot-air  apparatus  for  heating  the  institute  for 
the  blind,  to  be  expended  under  direction  of  board  of 
managers  and  superintendent,  twenty-five  hundred  dollars        2,500  00 

For  additional  porter  hire  for  Supreme  Court,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars 180  00 

For  furniture  for  Supreme  Court  room  and  library,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars    125  00 

For  watchman  of  such  building  or  buildings  as  may  be  pro- 
vided for  the  State  government,  said  watchman  to  be  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  public  build- 
ings and  grounds,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  building 
or  buildings,  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 180  00 

To  C.  F.  Millett  for  rent  of  Representative  Hall  from  first  d^QoOQlc 
tf  April  to  ninth  of  May,  1 882,  inclusive "ZT         800  ^b 
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To  0.  F.  Millett  for  fitting  up  Opera  House,  and  for  furni- 
ture constructed,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  four- 
teen dollars  and  six  and  two-third  cents      $2,314  06j 

For  purchase  of  safe  for  Department  of  Insurance,  Statis- 
tics and  History,  two  hundred  dollars    ...   200  00- 

For  payment  of  clerical  assistance  in  compiling  statistics 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tion for  dissemination  of  statistics  made  by  act  approved 

April  1,  1881,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 750  00 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  fact  that  these  appropriations  are  made  neces- 
sary by  the  recent  disastrous  fire  which  destroyed  much  public  property, 
and  because  the  public  institutions  here  provided  for  are  needed  at  once 
for  the  public  good,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency 
that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  oh  three  several 
days  be  suspended  and  that  the  act  take  immediate  effect  and  it  is  so  en- 
acted that  said  rule  be  suspended  and  that  this  act  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  5,  A.  D.  1882. 
Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXL 

Ad  Act  to  further  provide  for  the  supervision  and  management  of  the  constructioa 
of  the  new  State  Capitol  building  and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Capitol  building  Commissioners  shall  be  required  to  give  their 
constant  supervision  to  the  construction  of  the  new  State  capitol  build- 
ing, and  to  perform  all  duties  required  of  them  by  the  contract  existing 
between  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  contractors. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  to  employ  compe- 
tent draughtsmen  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  commissioner,  shall  make 
tracings  from. the  original  plans  of  the  capitol  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
contractors,  which  tracings  shall  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  design- 
ing architect  and  the  commissioners.  The  cost  of  said  tracings  shall  be 
paid  upon  the  certificate  of  the  commissioners,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Governor,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  The  commissioners  shall  purchase  such  necessary  books  and 
stationery  as  wuU  be  required  in  the  full  performance  of  their  duties. 
They  shall  also  purchase  a  suitable  fire-proof  safe,  in  which  all  records  and 
samples  of  materials  shall  be  kept.  They  shall  also  be  authorized,  when 
it  may  be  necessary,  to  rent  a  suitable  room,  or  rooms,  for  their  ofiSce. 
To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  Comptroller,  State 
Treasurer,  Attorney-General  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Oflice,  acting  as  a  board,  a  secretary,  who  shall  be  a  competant  account- 
ant, who,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofl&ce,  shall  enter  into 
bond,  with  Wo  or  more  good  securities,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  under  this 
act,  payable  to  the  State  of  Texas,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  and 
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filed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  and  shall  also  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  oath,  to  be  endorsed  on  said  bond,  to  be  adniinistered  by  any 
one  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  to-wit:  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  will  not,  direclly  or  indirectly,  be  interested  or  concerned  with  any 
contractor  or  contractors  for  the  erection  of  the  State  capitol,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof,  or  in  the  proceeds  or  profits  growing  out  of  the  same,  or  any 
work  or  labor  done  thereon,  or  material  furnished  in  the  erection  of  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  duriug  the  term  for  which  I  am  ap])oiiited,  so 
help  me  God."  And,  should  the  said  officer  offend  against  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  oath,  he  shall,  upon  indictment  and  conviction, 
suffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury;  and  in  case  of  a  violation  of 
the  conditions  of  the  bond  provided  for,  he  shall  he  liable  to  an  action 
thereon  in  the  district  court  of  Travis  county  and  a  judgment  for  such 
damages  as  may  be  aj^-arded  against  the  obligors  thereto  by  the  reason  of 
the  failure  of  the  principal. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  secretary,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have 
qualified  as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  section,  to  keep  a  full 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  said  commissioners.  He  shall  be 
custodian  of  all  the  papers  and  samples  of  material,  and  shall  exam- 
ine all  the  accounts  that  the  contractors  are  required  by  the  contract 
to  exhibit  to  the  State.  He  shall  carry  on  all  correspondence,  in- 
cluding that  between  the  contractors  and  commissioners,  and  shall 
keep  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  same.  He  shall  also  be  re- 
quired to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all  material  delivered  upon  the 
capitol  grounds,  and  shall  accompany  the  commissioners  in  their  exami- 
nation of  the  same,  and  make  a  written  description  in  detail  of  the 
material  examined  by  the  commissioners  and  record  the  same  in  a  well 
bound  book.  He  shall  be  required  to  furnish  the  contractors  with  a  cer- 
tified statement  showing  the  materials  that  the  commissioners  deem  to  be 
in  accordance  with  the  specifications  and  contract,  and  to  inform  the 
contractors  in  writing  of  any  material  not  suitable  for  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses intended  and^  required  by  the  contract.  He  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  strictly  and  fully  enforcing  all  the  provisions  of  the  plans, 
specifications  and  contract  between  the  State  and  the  contractors.  He 
shall  prepare  for  and  furnish  to  each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  a 
printed  report  and  history  of  the  proceedings  and  work  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  every  particular.  The  papers,  accounts  and  books  of  said  sec- 
retary shall  at' all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  member  of  the 
Legislature,  the  heads  of  departments  and  the  commissioners. 

Sec.  6.  The  superintendent  of  construction  shall  be  required  to  give 
a  bond,  conditioned  in  the  same  terms,  payable  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
for  the  same  amount  as  required  of  the  secretary  in  this  act.  He  shall 
also  take  and  subscribe  the  same  oath  as  required  of  the  secretary  by  this 
act.  He  shall  at  all  times  act  under  the  directions  of  and  be  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  commissioners.  The  superintendent  shall  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  performance  of  his  duties  hereunder,  and  shall,  during 
the  time  of  his  employment  hereunder,  take  no  work  nor  employment 
from  other  persons. 

Sec.  v.  The  superintendent  of  construction  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  the  commissioners  shall  receive  a 
like  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  each,  and  the  secretary  a  like 
salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  only  while  the  work  of  con- 
structing the  capitol  is  in  progress.  ^,y,  ,.ed  by  GoOqIc 
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Sec.  8.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  objects  of  this  bill. 

Sec.  9.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed;  prodded,  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
relieve  any  one  of  any  duty  imposed  by  the  act  to  provide  for  buildiug 
the  new  State  capitol,  approved  April  18,  1879. 

Sec.  10.  Whereas,  the  progress  of  this  important  work  now  requires 
constant  attention,  and  there  is  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  an  ac- 
curate record  of  the  same  be  kept,  and  that  the  State  mav  not  be  the 
cause  of  any  delay  in  the  constructing  and  completion  of  the  capitol 
building,  an  emergency  is  created  requiring  the  constitutional  rule  which 
requires  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  May  5,  A.  D.  ]  882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

CHAPTER  XXII. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  publicaMon  and  binding  of  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  Penal  Code,  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  with  the  Constitutions  and  appendix  thereto,  and  to  make  an  appropria-' 
tion  therefor. 

Section  1.  J5e  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  T^eas, 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  aid  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  have  printed  ; 
and  bound  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  Penal  Code,  and 
Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  State  of  Texas,  with  the  Constitutions 
and  appendix  thereto;  provided,  that  the  same  be  done  in  a  good  and 
workmanlike  manner,  and  of  material  equal  to  the  fifty-fourth  volume  of 
Texas  Reports,  and  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  two  dollars  per  copy. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  publication. 

Sec.  3.  The^fact  that  the  first  edition  of  the  Revised  Statutes  has 
been  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  burning  of  the  State  capitol,  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  and  an  emergency  requiring  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  be  suspended,  the 
same  is  hereby  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  May  5,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  persons,  firms  or  associations  of  persons  who  have  procured 
license  and  complied  with  the  law  authorizing  them  to  pursue  the  occupation  of 
liquor  dealers  where  they  have  been,  or  may  be,  prevented  from  pursuing  such 
occupation  on  account  of  the  adoption  of  local  option,  and  to  make  an  appro- 
priation therefor. 

Section  1.     JBe  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  ^n  all  cases  where,  under  the  acts  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature, 
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approved  March  11,  1881,  and  April  4,  1881,  any  person,  firm  or  associ- 
ation of  persons  have  procured  a  license  authorizing  them  to  pursue  the 
occupation  of  liquor  dealers,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  such  license  was  granted,  they  have  been  or  shall  be  prevented 
from  pursuing  such  occupation  by  the  adoption  of  local  option  in  any 
county,  justice's  precinct,  town  or  city,  a  proportionate  amount  of  the 
taxes  paid  by  them  for  the  unexpired  time  of  such  license  shall  be 
refunded  to  them. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  person  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act  may  apply 
to  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  county  where  such  license  was  issued 
for  relief,  and  upon  satisfactory  proof  before  said  court,  an  order  shall 
be  made  for  his  or  their  relief,  and  a  certified  copy  of  said  order  by  .the 
clerk  to  the  applicant  for  relief,  stating  amounts  of  State,  county  and 
city  taxes  due,  shall  be  sufficient  voucher  to  the  Comptroller,  county  and 
city  treasurers,  to  refund  the  amount  certified  to  be  due  by  virtue  of  said 
order. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
money  in  the  State  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas,  Many  persons  in  this  State  are  entitled  to  have 
money  refunded  to  them  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  will 
be  compelled  to  do  without  the  amounts  to  which  they  are  entitled  for 
three  months  unless  this  act  takes  effect  from  passage;  and. 

Whereas,  The  early  adjournment  of  this  session  renders  it  impossible 
to  read  this  bill  on  three  several  days,  therefore  an  emergency  exists,  and 
an  imperative  public  necessity  requires  that  the  rule  requirmg  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  May  5,  A.  D.  1 882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

An  Act  to  release  certain  inhabitants  of  Piano,  county  of  Collin,  from  the  payment 
of  taxes  assessed  and  now  due  for  the  year  A.  D.  1881,  in  consequence  of  a  great 
public  calamity. 

Whereas,  On  the  night  of  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  August,  1881, 
there  occurred  in  the  village  of  Piano,  in  Collin  county.  State  of  Texas,  a 
terrible  public  calamity,  the  same  being  a  sweeping  and  destructive  con- 
flagration, such  as  seldom  occurred;  within  a  few  short  hours  every  busi- 
ness house  in  the  town,  save  one,  and  nine-tenths  of  the  dwelling  houses 
of  said  town  succumbed  to  the  fury  of  the  flames,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  almost  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  were  robbed  by  the  fiery  ele- 
ment of  every  vestige  of  pro|>erty,  household  goods  and  clothing,  de- 
prived of  their  habitations  and  left  with  only  the  consolation  of  their 
good  names;  and 

Whereas,  The  deluge  of  fire,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  visitation, 
was  even  more  terrible  than  that  which  razed  to  the  ground  Chicago,  the 
great  metropolis  of  the  northwest,  and  w^as  almost  as  disastrous  in  the 
effects  of  its  ravages  as  the  show^ers  of  flame  and  lava  that  overwhelmed 
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the  cities  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeii,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  govern- 
ments to  alleviate  the  distress  of  its  citizens,  occasioned  by  act  of  Provi- 
dence and  otherwise  than  by  sloth;  therefore, 

Section  1.     J3e  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 

(two-thirds  of  each  house,  by  a  vote,  concurring  therein),  That  the  fol- 
lowing named  inhabitants  of  said  county,  to-wit,  in  the  town  of  Piano, 

Collin  county,  the  same  being  sujfferers  from  the  conflagration,  be  and 

they  are  hereby  released  from  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  named, 

the  same  being  the  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  assessed  against 
them  and  now  due  for  the  year  A.  D.  1881,  to-wit: 

G.  F.  Flowers : $  2  50 

L.  Butler „  40  90 

Harvey  Graham 2  50 

Floyd  Bros.  &  Moore 18  75 

CM.  Rice 22  60 

H.    S.    Murray 37  90 

J.  M.  Skelton  &  Co 3  75 

J.  M.  Skelton " 3  00 

W.    S.    Skelton 20  15 

F.  M.  Bowen $20  50 

L.  W.  Oglesby 46  62 

L.  W.  Oglesby,  for  M.  M.  0 13  50 

L.  W.  Oglesby,  for  Gaston  &  Thomas    15  75 

C.  C.  Dewey _  6  55 

Chaddict  &  Williams 41  25 

D.  O.  Williams 12  18 

B.  F.  Word    2  40 

J.  T.  Kendrick 28  68 

W.  A.  Honaker 28  75 

Mrs.  Amanda  Hays -. 

L.  N.  Housewright   37  55 

W.B.Blaylock 23  13 

Fred.  Schemeffing  20  73 

Livingston  &  Co. 1 7  65 

C.  J.  E.  Kellner 26  13 

W.  A.  Florence    4  98 

B.  B.  Fowler 14  88 

W.  L.  Maroney 33  33 

Piano  Lodge,  F.  A.  M. 6  00 

N.  A.  Moore  3  55 

J.  M.  Gee     7  00 

H.  B.  Baldridge    4  72 

M.  M.  Fagan 14  13 

John  B.  Kelper     4  78 

John  Hardeman 3  75 

John  T.  Martin     14  58 

John  Alexg,nder 5  63 

LonaForman 11  20 

Rogers  &  Harrington   4  50 

Luke  Parmer 7  50 

J.  O.  Flock 23  44 

F.  J.  Vance 16  74 

Chas.  Lamm  ^          i,  27  55 

'^~;7"^oogTe 
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Lovelace  &  Hudson     $46  63 

Andrew  Wetzel 19  53 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Dewey 8  85 

W.  H.  Chaddict 12  78 

R.  T.  Shelton 4  60 

Kendrick,  Oston  &  Hucker 133  28 

Kendrick  &  Oston 24  00 

John  Hayes  3  40 

Chaddict  &  Sherwood 12  50 

R  P.  Coffer V  75 

W.  B.  Blalock  &  Bro 18  75 

Mrs.  P.  R.  Rudy     7  88 

J.  R.  Kepler 14  87 

S.  B.  Chamberlain     9  55 

W.  S.  Forraan  &  Bro 16  45 

J.  P.  Coffey 1 18  78 

Piano  Lodge,  No.  114  1  50 

Fred.  Metzer    ....*. 5  58 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Lyles    1  12 

John  Bell  1  50 

A.  Y.  Lewis 8  80 

John  A.  Mormon    82  55 

H.  C.  Overaker _ 33  18 

J.  S.  Chaddict 4  75 

D.RMcCulloch 19  15 

W.  Byrd 1   12 

C.  N.  Yancey     25  08 

S,  L.  Harrington     71  70 

And  that  the  several  sums  of  taxes  against  said  persons  respectively 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  this  State  and 
the  county  treasurer  and  commissioners'  court  of  Collin  county  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  credit  the  tax  collector  of 
Collin  county  with  the  several  sums  herein  and  hereby  released ;  the  said 
Comptroller  to  credit  him  with  the  said  several  amounts  of  State  tax,  and 
said  treasurer  and  commissioner's  court  to  credit  him  with  the  several 
amounts  of  county  tax,  in  his  settlement  with  them  for  taxes  collected  by 
him  for  the  year  1881,  by  deducting  the  same  from  the  aggregate  of  the 
tax  lists  now  in  his  hands  for  collection  for  the  said  year;  and  said  tax 
collector  be  and  he  is  hereby  released  from  collecting  said  several  sums, 
or  any  part  thereof,  from  the  said  several  persons  hereby  relieved;  and  if 
the  said  tax,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  shall  have  been  collected  by  the 
said  collector  of  taxes  for  Collin  county,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said 
collector  is  hereby  required  to  refund  said  amounts  of  the  said  tax  to  the 
persons  having  paid  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  An  imperative  necessity  and  emergency  exists  which  requires 
the  immediate  passage  and  taking  effect  of  this  act,  as  the  tax  collector 
18  required  by  law  to  collect  said  several  sums  of  taxes  by  seizure  and 
levy  from  the  said  persons  if  the  same  be  not  paid  by  the  first  day  of 
' — ^ ,  1882,  and  the  several  inhabitants  may  not,  inconsequence  there- 
of, be  benefited  by  this  act,  as  intended;  therefore,  be  it  enacted  that 
this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  6,  A.  D.  1882.  ^  , 

Takes  effect  from  passage.  3        Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  Slate,  the 
Texas  Reports,  and  to  contract  for  the  relinquishment  of  the  copyright  of  said 
reports  with  persons  owning  the  same,  and  to  prevent  the  copyrighting  of  future 
volumes  of  said  reports  to  the  exclusion  of  the  State,  and  to  make  an  appro- 
priation therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  State  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
volumes  of  the  Texas  Reports,  including  Dallam's  Decisions,  now  in 
print,  which,  together  with  those  now  on  hand  and  belonging  to  the  State, 
will  make  complete  sets  of  three  hundred  volumes  of  each  of  the  reports 
for  w^hich  there  are  no  plates  in  existence,  and  two  hundred -volumes 
each  of  those  for  which  plates  are  in  existence. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  character  of  work,  binding,  style  of  type,  weight 
and  quality  of  paper,  shall  be  as  in  volume  fifty-two  of  the  Texas  Re- 
ports, except  volumes  four  to  fourteen  inclusive,  which  may  be  Sayles* 
edition. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  pay  not  exceeding  four  dollars  per  volume  for  each  of  said  reports; 
provided,  that  reports  from  plates  of  the  thirty  volumes  now  in  existence 
shall  not  cost  exceeding  three  dollars  per  volume,  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  shall  not  purchase  exceeding  two  hundred  copies  of  said  volumes; 
and  that  before  making  said  contract,  the  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  require  tbiat  said  publishing  house  file  in  his  office  a  relin- 
quishment to  the  State  of  Texas  of  the  copyright  on  each  volume  of  said 
reports,  to  take  effect  three  years  after  the  date  of  such  contract,  so  that 
thereafter  no  person  shall  have  the  exclusive  copyright  of  said  reports, 
but  the  right  to  print,  publish  and  sell  the  same  shall  thereafter  be  free- 
to  all;  and  that  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  to  take  out  a 
copyright  to  any  of  said  reports,  or  to  any  Texas  Reports  hereafter  to  be 
issued,  except  for  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  That  said  reports  shall  be  delivered  by  said  publishing  house 
within  three  years  after  the  making  of  said  contract,  in  such  quantities 
and  at  such  times  as  may  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
same  shall  be  paid  for  when  delivered,  out  of  any  funds  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated.  The  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  for  said  reports;  promded,  that  the  publisher  contract  wath  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  after  the  execution  of  the  contract  mentioned,  he 
will,  for  all  time  to  come,  supply  all  purchasers  with  the  reports  at  a  sum 
not  exoeeding  four  dollars  per  volume. 

Sec.  5.  In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to 
secure  the  State  in  its  faithful  execution,  the  Secretary  of  State  is  author- 
ized to  require  of  said  publishing  house  the  execution  and  filing  in  his 
office  of  a  bond,  payable  to  the  State,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  securities,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  conditions  of  his  contract  under  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  There  being  no  complete  set  of  Texas  Reports  now  on  hand  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  there  being  a  demand  therefor, 
creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  m  force,  from  and 
after  its  passage;  and  the  fact  that  the  session  of  the  LegisP  ure  is  rap- 
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idly  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  necessity  that  some  measure  be  provided 
to  supply  the  State  with  reports,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days  in  each  house  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  May  6,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

An  act  to  prohibit  railroad  companies,  their  officers,  agents  and  employees  frona 
making  excessive  charges  for  carrying  and  transporting  freight,  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  and  to  req  :ire  said  companies,  their  officeis,  agents  and  em- 
ployees to  deliver  freight,  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  on  the  payment  of  the 
freight  charges  due  as  shown  by  the  bill  of  lading,  and  to  provide  penalties  for 
the  violation  of  this  act. 

Section  1.  Be  it  eiiacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  railroad  company  in  this  State,  it» 
officers,  agents  or  employees,  to  charge  and  collect,  or  to  endeavor  to- 
charge  and  collect,  from  the  owner,  agent  or  consignee  of  any  freight, 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  of  any  kind  or  character  whatever,  a 
greater  sum  for  transporting  said  freight,  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
than  is  specified  in  the  bill  of  lading. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  railroad  company,  its  officers,  agents  or  employees 
having  possession  of  any  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  of  any  kind  or 
character  whatever,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  owner,  his  agent  or  con- 
signee, upon  payment  of  the  freight  charges  as  shown  by  the  bill  of  lad- 
ing. 

Sec.  3.  That  anv  railroad  company,  its  officers,  agents  or  employees^ 
that  shall  refuse  to  deliver  to  the  owner,  agent  or  consignee,  any  freight, 
goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  of  any  kind  or  character  whatever,  upon 
the  payment,  or  tender  of  payment,  of  the  freight  charges  due  as  shown 
by  the  bill  of  lading,  the  said  railroad  company  shall  be  liable  in  dam- 
ages to  the  owner  of  said  freight,  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  to  an 
amount  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  freight  charges  for  every'day  said 
freight,  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  is  held  after  payment,  or  tender  of 
payment,  of  the  charges  due  as  shown  by  the  bill  of  lading,  to  be  recov- 
ered in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Approved  May  6,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

An  Act  to  amend  >ection  cij^ht  of  an  act  to  amend  the  caption  and  sections  one,  two, 
three,  four,  five,  six,  seven  and  eight  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  sale  of  alternate  sections  of  lands  in  organized  counties,  as  surveyed  by 
railroad  companies  and  other  works  of  internal  improvements,  and  set  apart  for 
ihe  benefit  of  the  common  school  fund  ;  to  provide  for  the  investment  of  the 
proceeds,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  in  conflict  therewith,"  approved  July  8,  1879, 
and  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  such  land  in  unorganized  counties. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  8  of  the  above  entitled  act,  approved  April  6,  1881,  be  so 
amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  8.  That  so  soon  a-s  the  application  above  named  has  been  re- 
iceived  by  the  surveyor,  the  applicant  shall  execute  bis  obligation  or  prom- 
issory note  for  the  balance  of  the  appraised  value  of  the  land  he  desires 
to  purchase,  agreeing  and  stipulating  to  pay  to  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  his  successors  in  office,  on  the  first  day  of  January  of  each 
year,  one-twentieth  of  the  amount  of  his  obligation  or  promissory  note, 
vith  eight  per  cent  interest  on  the  full  amount  of  the  principal  unpaid  at' 
the  date  of  each  payment  of  interest,  giving  in  said  obligation  such  de- 
scription of  the  land  purchased  ias  is  contained  in  his  application  ;  pro- 
vided, that  the  purchaser  may  have  the  privilege  of  paying  the  entire 
amount  of  the  appraised  value  of  said  land  at  the  date  of  purchase,  or 
such  amount  of  principal  and  interest  as  may  be  due  at  any  time  subse- 
quent to  the  execution  of  his  obligation  or  promissory  note  ;  and  pro- 
"Vided  further,  that  any  payment  of  principal  may  be  deferred  for  one 
or  more  years  except  the  first  one-twentieth;  but  all  payments  of  both 
principal  and  interest  must  be  paid  inside  of  twenty^  years,  and  all  inter- 
est must  be  paid  annually  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  of  each 
day  [year].  When  any  land  sold  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
l)e  timbered  land,  no  person  shall  have  the  right  to  cut  and  remove  any  of 
the  timber  therefrom  until  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid  in  full;  and 
no  pine  timbered  land  shall  be  sold  for  less  than  five  dollars  per  acre; 
and  so  much  of  any  laws  now  in  force  as  authorize  the  sale  of  pine  tim- 
Tiered  lands  for  less  than  five  dollars  per  acre,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  that 
the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be 
suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and 
it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  May  6,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Joint  Resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  Hon.  J.  D.  McAdoo,  County  Judge 
of  Washington  county,  and  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Davis,  County  Judge  of  Franklin 
county,  and  the  Hon.  John  C.  Robertson,  Judge  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  Dis- 
trict, and  the  Hon.  William  Charlton,  County  Judge  of  Kaufman  county. 

Section  1.     Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State' of  Texas, 
That  the  Hon.  J.  D.  McAdoo,  County  Judge  of  Washington  county,  and 


General  Laws  of  Texas.  Ch.  29.  37 

the  Hon.  J.  H.  Davis,  County  Judge  of  Franklin  county,  and  the  lion.  / 
John  C.  Robertson,  Judge  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District,  and  the  Hon. 
William  Charlton,  County  Judge  of  Kaufman  county,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  granted  leave  of  absence  from  the  State  of  Texas  from  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  this  joint  resolution  until  the  first  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1882. 

Sec.  2.  The  precarious  state  of  the  heath  of  the  said  judges,  and  the 
importance  that  they  receive  the  benefits  of  this  joint  resolution  at  once, 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  justifying  the  suspension  of  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  this  joint  resolution  to  be  read  on  three  sev- 
eral days,  and  said  rule  is  suspended;  and  an  emergency  exists  that  this 
resolution  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it 
is  so  enacted. 

Passed  May  5,  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  1882,  and  was  not  signed  by  him  nor 
returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections  thereto 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon  became  a 
law  without  his  signature. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

An  Act  to  supply  the  deficiency  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Prairie 
View  Normal  Institute,  and  to  purchase  library,  wagon,  mules  and  cows,  and 
to  pay  for  repairs  heretofore  made,  and  for  damages  to  said  institute  caused  by 
the  hue  storm,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Ler/islature  of  the  State  of  TexaSy 
That  the  sum  of  four  thousand,  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents  be  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  State  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  tlie  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
Prairie  View  Normal  Institute  for  tlie  year  ending  August  31,  18^82;  the 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1883,  same 
being  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  unpaid,  heretofore  made  out  of  the 
University  fund,  and  being  in  lieu  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  State  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  for 
library,  wagon  and  mules,  and  for  repairs  to  the  said  building  of  said  in- 
stitute that  existed  prior  to  the  late  storm,  and  that  this  appropriation  is 
in  lieu  of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the  same  purpose  by  act 
approved  April  1,  1881. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  sura  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  State  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay 
for  repairs  of  said  institute  for  damages  sustained  by  the  late  storm,  and 
the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  the  purchase  of 
milch  cows  for  the  use  of  the  institution,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  apj^ropriated. 

Sec.  4.  The  several  sums  herein  appropriated  may  be  drawn  by  war- 
rant of  the  Comptroller  on  the  treasury,  on  proper  vouchers,  approved  by 
the  directors  of  said  institution.  (^ r^r^r^Xo 
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8kc.  5.  The  fact  that  said  institute  is,  ^ithbut  the  means  requisite 
for  its  maintenance  and  support  for  the  present  session,  and  without  the 
funds  to  pay  for  said  rej)airs,  creates  an  imperaitive  public  necessity  that 
the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  prior  to  their 
passage  be  suspende^l,  and  an  emergency  exists  that  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Passed  May  3,  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  the  third  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1882,  and  was  not  signed  by  him, 
nor  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objections 
thereto  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon  be- 
came a  law  without  his  signature. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

An  Act  to  apportion  the  State  of  Texas  into  congressional  districts. 

Sectiox  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Teosas, 
That  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  the  State  of  Texas  shall  be  appor- 
tioned into  the  following  congressional  districts,  each  of  whicb  shall  be 
entitled  to  elect  one  member  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  first  district,  to-wit: 
Harris,  Chambers,  Liberty,  Jefferson,  Orange,  Hardin,  Waller,  Mont- 
gomery, Grimes,  Walker,  Polk,  Tyler,  Jasper,  Newton,  San  Jacinto,  Bra- 
zos, Madison,  Trinity  and  Angelina. 

Sec.  3.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  second  district,  to- 
wit:  Robertson,  Leon,  Houston,  San  Augustine,  Sabine,  Freestone,  An- 
derson, Cherokee,  Nacogdoches  and  Henderson. 

Sec.  4.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  third  district,  to- 
wit:  Panola,  Harrison,  Rusk,  Gregg,  Smith,  Wood,  VanZandt,  Upshur, 
Camp,  Hunt,  Shelby  and  Rains. 

Sec.  5.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  fourth  district,  to- 
wit:  Cass,  Marion,  Bowie,  Red  River,  Morris,  Titus,  Franklin,  Lamar, 
Delta,  Fannin  and  Hopkins. 

Sec.  6.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  fifth  district,  to-wit: 
Grayson,  Collin,  Cooke,  Denton,  Wise,  Montague,  Clay,  Rockwall, 
Wichita,  Wilbarger,  Archer  and  Baylor. 

Sec.  7.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  sixth  district,  to- 
wit:    Ellis,  Kaufman,  Dallas,  Tarrant,  Hill,  Johnson  and  Bosque. 

Sec.  8.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  seventh  district, 
to-wit:  Galveston,  Brazoria,  Fort  Bend,  Wharton,  Matagorda,  Jackson, 
Calhoun,  Victoria,  Goliad;  Refugio,  Bee,  San  Patricio,  Nueces,  Duval, 
Cameron,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Encinal,  Webb,  McMullen,  LaSalle, 
Dimmit,  Aransas,  Maverick,  Zavalla,  DeWitt  and  Frio. 

Sec.  9.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  eighth  district,  to- 
wit:  Austin,  Lee,  Fayette,  Colorado,  Lavaca,  Gonzales,  Caldwell,  Hays, 
Guadalupe,  Wilson,  Karnes,  Live  Oak  and  Atascosa. 

Sec.  10.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  ninth  district,  to- 
wit:  Washington,  Burleson,  Milam,  Bell,  Falls,  McLennan,  Limestone 
and  Navarro. 
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Sec.  11.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  tenth  district,  to- 
wit:  Travis,  Comal,  Blanco,  Bexar,  Medina,  Bandera,  Uvalde,  Kinney, 
Edwards,  Kerr,  Kendall,  Gillespie,  Kimble,  Burnet,  Llano,  Mason,  Menard, 
Lampasas,  McCulloch,  Concho,  Coleman,  Runnels,  Bastrop,  Williamson, 
Crockett  and  San  Saba. 

Sec.  12.  The  following  counties  shall  compose  the  eleventh  district, 
to-wit:  Parker,  Hood,  Somervell,  Coryell,  Hamilton,  Brown,  Comanche, 
Erath,  Eastland,  Palo  Pinto,  Stephens,  Jack,  Young,  Throckmorton, 
Shackleford,  Callahan,  Taylor,  Jones,  Haskell,  Knox,  Nolan,  Mitchell, 
Howard,  Martin,  Andrews,  Gaines,  Dawson,  Borden,  Scurry,  Fisher, 
Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn,  Terry,  Yoakum,  Cochran,  Hockley,  Lub- 
bock, Crosby,  Dickens,  King,  Cottle,  Motley,  Floyd,  Hale,  Lamb,  Bailey, 
Tom  Green,  Pecos,  Presidio,  Childress,  Swisher,  Deaf  Smith,  Donley, 
Gray,  Oldham,  Hutchinson,  Lipscomb,  Sherman,  Hall,  Castro,  Randall, 
Collingsworth,  Carson,  Hartley,  Roberts,  Ochiltree,  Dallam,  Greer, 
Briscoe,  Parmer,  Armstrong,  Wheeler,  Potter,  JMoore,  Hemphill,  Harde- 
man, Hansford  and  El  Paso. 

Sec.  13.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  April  29,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1882,  and  was  not  signed 
by  him,  nor  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated  with  his  objec- 
tions thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  there- 
upon became  a  law  without  his  signature. 

(Signed)  >  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

An  Act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes  due  in  the  organized  counties  from  the 
year  1871  to  1876,  inclusive. 

Whereas,  the  list  of  lands  furnished  by  the  Comptroller  to  collectors 
upon  taxes  assessed  from  tlie  year  1871  to  1876  were  compiled  from  old 
and  inaccurate  records;  and,  whereas,  the  taxes  have  been  paid  on  many 
of  these  lands  by  the  owners  in  good  faith,  who,  through  ignorance,  have 
rendered  the  name  of  the  original  grantee  incorrectly;  and,  whereas,  if 
relief  be  not  had  from  these  forced  sales  by  legislative  action,  owners 
who  have  paid  their  taxes  in  good  faith  will  be  forced  to  expensive  liti- 
gation to  remove  clouds  from  their  titles;  therefore. 

Section  1.  J5e  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  be,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
to  suspend  further  collection  of  taxes  apparently  due  in  the  organized 
counties  from  the  years  1871  to  1876,  inclusive;  until  accurate  lists  of  taxes 
for  said  years  can  be  furnished  tlie  county  collectors. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  about  forty  counties  have  been  furnished  their  lists 
and  are  proceeding  to  collect  this  tax,  creates  an  imperative  public  neces- 
sity justifying  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this 
bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  said  rule  is  suspended;  and  an 
emergency  exists  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  May  16,  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  supplying  the  public  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  State  with 
water,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Governor  of  said  State,  the  presidents  of  each  of  the  boards  of 
managers  or  trustees  of  the  lunatic,  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind  asylums, 
the  two  commissioners  for  the  building  of  the  capitol,  and  the  president 
of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  State  university,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
fully  empowered  and  authorized  to  contract,  subject  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  hereinafter  stated,  with  responsible  parties,  for  supplying  the 
lunatic,  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind  asylums,  the  Governor's  mansion,  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  the  State  cemetery,  with  water,  and  also  for  sup- 
plying the  new  capitol  and  university  buildings,  and  grounds  belonging^ 
thereto,  as  soon  as  these  buildings  are  completed,  or  a  necessity  for  water 
thereat  arises. 

Sec.  2.  The  contract  hereby  authorized  to  be  made  shall  not  extend 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years  from  the  date  of  its  execution. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  contractors  shall  guarantee  not  less  than  four  effec- 
tive fire  streams,  one  hundred  feet  high,  at  the  same  time  at  each  of  said 
asylums,  and  shall  further  guarantee  the  mains  and  pipes  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient size  and  strength  to  produce  these  fire  streams,  and  that  the  machin- 
ery shall  be  such  as  to  deliver  all  the  water  necessary  at  each  of  said  asy- 
lums for  these  fire  streams,  without  interfering  with  the  supply  of  w^ater 
for  other  purposes  at  the  same  time  these  fire  streams  are  used. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  fire  protection  and  for  all 
other  purposes  at  all  of  the  asylums  and  at  the  other  public  buildings  and 
grounds  mentioned  in  section  1  of  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  seven  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  5.  The  water  supply  shall  be  filtered  and  suitable  for  culinary 
and  other  domestic  purposes,  and  shall  be  delivered  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties for  the  purposes  desired,  and  with  such  pressure  as  to  be  aA^ailable 
at  all  times  at  each  of  the  places  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  contractor  shall  execute  a  satisfactory  bond  to  the 
State  of  Texas,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  Governor,  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  conditions  and  provisions  of  any  contract  that 
may  be  executed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  persons  named  in  section  one  of  this  act  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  the  execution  of  said  contract,  and  the  same  shall  be  signed  by 
such  majority. 

Sect.  7.  The  contract  shall  designate  some  time,  not  exceeding  one 
year,  when  such  water  supply  shall  be  ready  for  use  at  each  of  the  asy- 
lum buildings  and  public  grounds. 

Sec.  8.  There  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  this  contract,  and  paymg  the  contractors  the  amount  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled  under  their  contract,  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  paid  quarterly  on  accounts 
to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  The  liability  of  the  said  buildings  to  be  destroyed,  and  the 
near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature, 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  requiring  the  suspension  of  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  it 
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is  so  suspended,  and  an  enaergency  that  the  same  take  effect  from  passage^ 
and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Passed  May  5,  A.  D.  1882. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  1882,  and  was  not  signed  by  him,  nor 
returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections  thereto, 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon  became  a 
law  without  his  signature. 

(Signed)  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State. 


THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS,  ) 

Department  of  State.      j 

I,  T.  H.  Bowman,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby 
certify  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  laws,  passed  by  the  Seven- 
teenth Legislature,  with  the  originals  now  on  file  in  this  department,  and 
that  they  are  true  copies  thereof.  I  further  certify  that  the  Seventeenth 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  convened  in  special  session  at  the  city 
of  Austin  on  the  sixth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1882,  and  adjourned  on  the 
fifth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1882. 

i^.,,^^^^         In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  sign  my  name  and  affix 
L  s.    (•  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the  city  of  Austin,  on  this 
— ' —  '  the  sixteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1882. 

T.  H.  BOAVMAN, 

Secretary  of  State* 
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CHAPTER  I. 


An  Act  making  an  Appropriation  for  the  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  Pay  of  the  Members,  and 
Per  Diem  Pay  of  the  Officers  and  Employees  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  . 
necessaryy  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  payment  of  mileage  and 
per  diem  of  the  members,  and  the  payment  of  the  per  diem  of  the  officers 
and  employees  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Sbc.  2.  The  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  approved  by  the 
President  thereof,  or  the  certificate  of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House,  ap- 
proved by  the  Speaker  thereof,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  Comp- 
troller, upon  which  he  shall  audit  the  claims  and  issue  warrants  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  the  respective  amounts. 

Sec.  3.  And  whereas,  the  Eighteenth  Legislature,  for  the  payment  of 
the  officers  and  members  of  which  this  law  is  enacted,  is  in  session,  and 
public  policy  requires  their  immediate  payment,  therefore  an  emergency 
exists  that  this  law  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  an^  after  its  passage, 
and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  January  11,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  n. 

An  Act  making  an  Appropriation  to  defray  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Eighteenth 

Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature.  That  (except  in  cases  of  accounts  for 
printing  done  and  stationery  furnished)  the  certificate  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Contingent  Expenses,  that  an  account  has  been  exam- 
ined and  approved  by  said  comnuttee,  and  countersigned  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  or  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  as  the  case  may  be, 
«ball  be  sufficient  authority  to  authorize  and  require  the  Comptroller  of 


jL  general   laws   of  TEXAS. 

Public  Accounts  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasury  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  claim  against  said  fund.  The  accounts  for  printing  and  sta- 
tionery shall  take  the  course  prescribed  by  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  it  is  of  sufficient  public  importance  that  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Legislature  be  promptly  paid,  in  order  that  the 
material  furnished  and  labor  performed,  may  be  procured  at  cash  prices, 
and  the  want  of  such  appropriation  to  pay  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Eighteenth  Legislature,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the 
rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  Hoase 
should  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended,  and  this  act  take  effect  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  January  19,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  m. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  withdraw  the  Public  Lands  of  the  State  of  Texas,  from  sale. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  the  public  lands  heretofore  authorized  to  be  sold,  under  the  act 
entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  unappropriated  public 
land  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale,"  approved  July  14,  1879,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  withdrawn  from 
sale;  Frovided,  that  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
return  the  land  reserved  by  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  a  portion  of  the  unappropriated  public  lands  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  and  the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,"  approved  July 
14,  1879,  and  the  act  amendatory  of  such  act,  approved  March  11,  1881, 
to  the  mass  of  the  public  domain,  but  the  same  shall  be  construed  to  be 
reserved  for  the  purposes  for  which  said  land  was  originally  set  apart  and 
designated  by  said  act,  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  provide. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  these  lands  are  being  daily  sold,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  State,  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  for  the  immedi- 
ate passage  of  this  act,  and  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days  should  be  suspended  and  this  bill  take  ef- 
fect from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  January  22,  at  one  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  245  and  247  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  246  and  247  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Article  245.  A  county  attorney  for  counties  in  which  there  is  not  a 
resident  criminal  district  attorney  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters 
of  each  county,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  hold  his 
office  for  the  term  of  two  years. 

Abticle  247.  When  a  resident  criminal  district  attorney  is  elected 
and  has  qualified,  and  there  is  in  the  county  of  his  residence,  a  county 
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attorney,  such  county  attorney  shall  cease  to  perform  the  functions  of  such 
office,  and  there  shall  be  no  county  attorney  in  such  county  during  the 
time  there  may  be  a  resident  criminal  district  attorney  therein.  By  the 
term,  criminal  district  attorney,  is  meant  an  attorney  f  or^a  criminal  district 
court.  ' 

Approved  January  24,  1883.     . 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  V. 

An  Act  autbgrizing  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Ofi6ce  to  employ  additional 
Clerks,  and  fixing  their  Salaries. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  employ  six  additional  assistant  clerks  in  the  General  Land 
Office  for  not  more  than  ninety  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  at  a 
salary  not  exceeding  seventy-five  dollars  per  month  for  each  clerk. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  over  four  thousand  surveys  have  not  yet  been 
reached  for  examination,  and  the  further  fact  that  work  on  other  tiles  are 
necessarily  suspended  till  these  surveys  are  examined  and  indexed,  cre- 
ates an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read 
on  three  several  days,  should  be  suspended  and  an  emergency  exists  that 
it  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so 
enacted. 

Approved  January  26,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

An  Act  to  withdraw  from  sale,  all  the  School,  University  and  Asylum  Lands,  heretofore 
by  any  law  of  this  State  authorized  to  be  sold. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  the  school,  university  and  asylum  lands  heretofore  authorized 
by  any  law  of  this  State  to  be  sold,  are  hereby  withdrawn  from  sale 
from  the  passage  of  this  act  until  after  the  expiration  of  ninety  days 
from  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  2  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  are  hereby 
suspended  until  ninety  days  after  the  adjournment  of  this  Legislature. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas  these  lands  are  being  daily  sold,  to  the.  great  detri- 
ment of  the  State  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  for  the  im- 
mediate passage  of  the  same,  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  .on  three  several  days  should  be  suspended,  and  this  bill  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  3,  1883,  at  10  o'clock  and^O  minutes  a.  m. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 


^An  Aet  concerning  Public  Lands  heretofore  surveyed  by  Railroads,  or  Corporations,  or  any 
Company  or  Person,  for  the  benefit  of  Public  Free  Schools  of  this  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  any  and  all  public  lands  heretofore  surveyed  by  railroads  or  corpor- 
ations, or  any  company  or  any  person  in  this  State,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
|)ublic  free  schools  of  this  State,  by  virtue  of  any  certificate^  valid  or  in- 
valid, void  or  voidable,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  lands 
Ijelonging  to  the  public  free  schools  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  and  parts  of  Iskw^  in  conflict  with  this  act  be  and  the 
«ame  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas,  the  protection  of  the  interest  of  the  public  free 
schools  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the 
-tjonstitutional  rule  which  requires  that  all  bills  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  said  rule  is  therefore  suspended,  and  an  emergency  exists  that  this 
:act  should  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  3,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER.  VIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1265,  of  Ohaj)ter  8,  Title  29  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1265  of  Chapter  8,  Title  29,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
this  State,  be  amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows  viz: 

Article  1265.  "An  answer  setting  up  any  of  the  following  matters, 
•  unless  the  truth  of  the  pleadings  appear  of  record,  shall  be  verified  by 
affidavit 

1.  That  the  suit  is  not  commenced  in  the  proper  county. 

2.  That  the  plaintiff  has  not  legal  capacity  to  sue. 

3.  That  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover  in  the  capacity  in  which 
3ie  sues. 

4.  That  there  is  another  suit  pending  in  this  State  between  the  same 
parties  for  the  same  cause  of  action. 

5.  That  there  is  a  defect  of  parties  plaintiff  or  defendant. 

6.  A  denial  of  partnership  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  whether  the  same 
T>e  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  or  defendant. 

7.  That  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  alleged  in  the  petition  to  be  duly 
incorporated,  is  not  duly  incorporated. 

8.  A  denial  of  the  execution  by  himself,  or  hj  his  authority,  of  any 
instrument  in  writing  upon  which  any  pleading  is  founded  in  whole  or 
in  part,  and  charged  to  have  been  executed  by  him,  or  by  his  authority, 
and  not  alleged  to  be  lost  or  destroyed.  Where  such  instrument  in  writing 
is  charged  to  have  b^een  executed  by  a  person  then  deceased,  the  affidavit 
will  be  sufficient  if  it  state,  that  the  affiant  has  reason  to  believe,  and  does 
believe  that  such  instrument  was  not  executed  by  the  decedent  or  by  kis 
Authority. 

9.  A  plea  denying  the  genuineness  of  the  endorsement  or  assignment 
of  a  written  instrument,  as  required  by  Article  271*  -  ^^ ^-- 
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10.  That  a  written  instrument  upon  which  a  pleading  is  founded,  is 
without  consideration,  or  that  the  consideration  of  the  same  has  failed  in 
whole  or  in  part. 

11.  That  an  account  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  plaintiff's  action^ 
and  supported  by  an  affidavit  is  not  just,  and  in  such  case  the  answer 
shall  set  forth  the  items  and  particulars  which  are  unjust. 

12.  That  the  contract  sued  upon  is  usurious. 
Approved  Febniary  5,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Ad  Act  amending  Article  4000    of  the  Bevised  Civil  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  il  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texasr 
That  Article  4000  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  amended  so  as  to- 
read  as  follows: 

Abticle  4000.     "  There  shall  be  printed  not  less  th^n  eight  thousand 
"copies  of  the  laws  of  a  general  nature,  and  as  many  more  as  the  printing 
"board  may  require,  not  to  exceed  twelve  thousand  in  all;  and  fifteen  hun- 
"dred  copies  of  the  special  laws,  including  all  acts  for  the  private  relief,. 
"  all  acts  incorporating  towns  and  cities,  all  acts  having  a  local  application^, 
"all  acts  of  a  personal  nature,  and  all  acts  incorporating  private- associa- 
"  tions,  of  every  description  that  may  be  passed  at  each  session  of  the  Leg* 
"islature,  and  one  thousand  copies  of  the  journals  of  each  house  of  the- 
"  Legislature." 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  the  type  is  set  from  day  to  day  for  the  publication 
of  the  journal,  and  the  same  can  now  be  done, at  a  saving  of  expense  to- 
the  State;  therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency,  exist 
that  the  constitaitional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several' 
days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and. 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is.  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  6,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  X. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  240,  of  Title  8,  Chapter  6  of  the  first  section  of  an  Act  entitled' 
"  An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the- 
State  of  Texas"  passed  February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  tbe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas r. 
That  Article  240,  of  Title  8,  Chapter  6  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  en- 
titled "An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Crim- 
inal Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  February  21,  1879,  be 
so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  240.  If  any  officer  authorized  by  law  to  demand  or  receive 
fees  of  office,  or  any  person  employed  by  such  offioer,  shall  wilfully  de- 
mand, or  receive  higher  fees  than  are  allowed  by  law,  or  shall  wilfully  de- 
mand or  receive  fees  not  allowed  by  law,  he  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not 
less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  ofFense^ 

Approved  February  9,  1883.  _ 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  y  -     )^      --^— 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

An  Act  to  diminish  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Court  of  Morris  County  and 
to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Court  to  such  change. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Morris  shall  have  and  exer- 
cise general  jurisdiction  of  probate  courts,  to  probate  wills,  to  appoint 
guardians  for  minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  compos  mentis  and 
<jommon  drunkards,  to  grant  letters  testamentary  and  of  administration, 
to  settle  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,  and  to 
transact  all  business  appertaining  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons, 
minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  compos  mentis  and  common  drunk- 
ards, including  the  partition,  settlement  and  distribution  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  and  to  apprentice  minors  as  prescribed  by  law  and  to 
issue  all  writs  and  process  necessary  to  the  enforcement  6f  their  jurisdic- 
tion and  to  punish  contempts  under  such  provisions  as  are,  or  may  be 
provided  by  law  throughout  the  State. 

Sec.  2.  That  said  County  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  over 
all  misdemeanors,  except  those  involving  official  misconduct  and  said 
court  shall  also  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases  of  which 
justices  of  the  peace  and  other  inferior  tribunals  of  said  county  have 
•riginal  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  County  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  judg- 
ment and  forfeiture  of  all  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  in  criminal 
cases,  of  which  cases  said  court  has  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  County  Judge  of  said  county  shall  have  authority, 
either  in  term  lime,  or  ia  vacation  to  grant  writs  of  certiorari,  mandamus 
and  all  other  writs  and  process  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  juris- 
diction of  said  court  and  shall  also  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  in  all  cases  in  which  the  Constitution  has  not  conferred  the  power 
on  the  District  Court,  or  the  judge  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  district  court  of  said  county  shall  have  jurisdiction  in 
all  civil  matters  and  cases  over  which  the  county  court  of  said  county 
has  jurisdiction  under  the  general  laws  of  this  State,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  act  and  all  such  cases  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  dis- 
trict court  of  said  county  and  all  writs  and  processes  issued  out  of  the 
county  court  in  said  cases  shall  be  valid  and  the  same  shall  be  returnable 
to  the  next  term  of  the  district  court  to  be  held  in  and  for  said  county. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  county  aforesaid  be  and  he 
is  hereby  required  within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act  to 
make  a  fair  and  complete  transcript  of  all  the  entries  on  his  civil  docket 
theretofore  made  in  cases  which  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  district  court  of  said  county  and  file  the  same  together 
with  the  original  papers  of  all  said  cases,  together  with  a  certified  bill 
of  the  costs  in  each  case  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  said 
county  and  all  such  cases  shall  immediately  be  docketed  and  numbered 
consecutively  by  the  clerk  of  said  court  beginning  with  the  lowest  num- 
.  ber  and  shall  stand  on  the  docket  of  said  court  as  appearance  cases  for 
the  next  term  of  saiS  court:  And  for  making  up  said  transcript,  said 
clerk  shall  receive  twenty  cents  for  each  hundred  words,  and  fifty  cents  for 
each  certificate,  to  be  taxed  as  costs  against  the  party  cast  in  the  action. 

Sec.  7.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed.       .,,.  ,.y  ^^^.  ..^ 
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Sec.  8.  Whereas,  the .  immediate  operation  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act  will  save  the  county  herein  named  a  large  and  unnecessary  expense, 
and  thereby  an  emergency  exists,  which  justifies  that  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted;  and 
whereas,  the  time  for  holding  the  term  for  civil  business  in  said  county  is 
near  at  hand  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  which  authorizes  the 
•suspension  of  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days, 
and  said  rule  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  February  9,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

An  Act  to  prevent  certain  county  officers,  their  deputies  and  employees  from  purchasing 

property  at  tax  sales. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  if  any  sheriff,  or  collector  of  taxes  of  any  county  in  this  State,  dep- 
uty sheriff,  or  deputy  collector,  or  any  employee  of  such  sheriff  or  collec- 
tor authorized  by  him  to  collect  or  receive  taxes,  or  to  assist  in  any  way 
in  making  sales  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  shall  in  the  county  where  he 
resides,  bid  for,  purchase,  or  attempt  to  purchase,  or  be  in  any  way  inter- 
ested in  the  purchase  of  any  property,  either  real  or  personal,  at  any  sale 
<)f*  such  property,  made  or  attempted  to  be,  for  the  collection  of 
State  and  county  taxes,  or  either,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten,  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  ($1000)  dollars  and  any  such  officer  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  official  misconduct  and  upon  conviction  shaU 
be  removed  from  office. 

Approved  February  9,  1 883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  appropriated  for  Public 
Printing  for  the  year  beginning  Feb.  28, 1882,  and  ending  Feb.  28,  1883. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  thre^  thousand  dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be 
appropriated  out  of  any  monies  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  amount  appropriated  for  public  print- 
ing for  the  year  beginning  Feb.  28,  1882,  and  ending  Feb.  28,  1883. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  the  appropriation  for  the  purpose  above  speci- 
fied, has  been  exhausted,  and  there  is  now  no  money  in  the  Treasury  sub- 
ject to  drafts,  for  current  printing,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
requiring  thit  the  constitutional  rule  that  bills  oe  read  on  three  several 
days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  bill  take  effect  and  b^e  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  800,  of  Chapter  3,  Title  9  of  the  second  secdon  of  "An  Act  to  adopt 
and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas,'^ 
passed  February  21,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  800,  Chapter  3  of  Title  9  of  the  second  section  of  "An  Act 
to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure 
for  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  February  21st  1879,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Abticlb  800.  When  the  same  defendant  has  been  convicted  in  two^ 
or  more  cases,  and  the  punishment  assessed  in  each  case,  is  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary,  or  the  county  jail  for  a  term  of  imprisonment,  judgment 
and  sentenee  shall  be  rendered  and  pronounced  in  each  case  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  there  had  been  but  one  conviction,  except  that  the  judg- 
ment in  th^  second  and  subsequent  convictions  shall  be,  that  the  punish- 
ment shall  begin  when  the  judgment  and  sentence  in  the  preceding  con- 
viction have  ceased  to  operate,  and  the  sentence  and  execution  thereof 
shall  be  accordingly. 

Approved  February  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

An  Act  requiring  the  printing  and  publication  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
General  Laws  of  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Legislatures  and  the  General  Laws  of 
the  called  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Printing  Board  are  authorized  and. required  to  contract  for  the 

Erinting  and  publication,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  of  two  thousand  five 
undred  copies  of  the  General  Laws  of  the  regular  and  called  sessions  of 
the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  and  the  same  number  of  copies  of  the  General 
Laws  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature. 

Sec.  2.     There  not  being  a  suflicient  number  of  copies  of  the  above 
laws  in  existence  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of  the  State,  creates  an  emer- 
gency requiring  that  this  law  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 
Approved  February  12,  1883. 
•     Takes  effect  immediately. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1135,  Chapter  1,  Title  28,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1135/  Chapter  1,  Title  28  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  be 
and  the  same  is  l^ereby  amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  1135.  The  county  judge  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  county 
seat  of  the  county  and  shall  attend  at  said  office  from  day  to  day.  He 
shall  not  absent  himself  from  the  county,  or  the  State  without  the  per- 
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mission  of  the  commissioners'  court,  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
court,  nor  shall  he  so  absent  himself  with  such  permission  for  a  longer 
period  than  ninety  days. 

Approved  February  12,1883, 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Au  Act  to  amend  Articles  669  and  670  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure. 

Sectioit  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  669  and  670  of  the  Code* of  Criminal  Procedure  be  amended 
BO  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Abtiole  669.  When  two  or  more  defendants  are  jointly  prosecuted, 
they  may  sever  in  the  trial  upon  the  request  of  either. 

Article  670.  When  a  severance  is  claimed,  the  defendants  may  agree 
Hpon  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  tried,  but  in  case  of  their  failure 
to  agree,  the  court  shall  direct  the  order  of  trial. 

Approved  February  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Purchase  of  a  Site  for,  and  the  Establishment,  Location  and  Con- 
struction of  a  Branch  Asylum  in  North  Texas,  for  the  Care  and  Treatment  of  the  Insane, 
and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  there  shall  be  established  and  maintained,  a  branch  asylum  for  the 
care  and  treatment  of  the  insane,  the  same  shall  be  located  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  city  of  Austin,  and  in  North  Texas. 

Sec.  2.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall 
select  the  site  for  said  branch  asylum,  who  shall  receive  the  sum  of  five 
dollars  per  day,  and  their  actual  and  necessary  expenses  incurred  during 
the  time  of  such  service,  which  time  shall  not  exceed  thirty  days;  their 
accounts  to  be  certified  by  the  president  of  said  board  of  commissioners, 
and  approved  by  Governor,  which  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the 
Comptroller  upon  which  to  audit  the  claims,  and  draw  his  warrant  upon 
the  Treasurer  for  the  respective  amounts;  and  said  board  of  commis- 
sioners, in  selecting  the  site  for  said  asylum,  shall  make  sucK  selection 
with  a  view  to  its  accessibility  and  convenience  to  the  greatest  number 
of  inhabitants;  the  supply  of  water,  building  material  and  fuel,  drainage, 
fertility  of  soil  and  healthf ulness,  and  the  same  shall  contain  at  least  four 
hundred  acres  and  not  more  than  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Sec  3.  That  when  said  board  shall  have  made  their  report  to  the 
Governor,  and  the  same  has  been  approved  by  him,  they  shall,  after 
thorough  investigation,  take  title  to  the  land  selected,  in  the  name  of  the 
State,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Sec  4.  The  Governor  of  the  State  shall  appoint  a  board  of  managers 
to  consist  of  five  persons,  citizens  of  the  State,  who  shall  be  governed  by 
.  existing  laws,  and  whose  duties  shall  be  the  same  i^s  now^  prescribed  by 
Title  8  of  the  Revised  Cixil  Statutes.  "^ 
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Sec.  5.  The  Oovernor  shall  appoint,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  ad- 
vice of  the  Senate,  a  superintendent  of  said  branch  asylum,  whose  duties, 
qualifications,  terms  of  office  and  emoluments  shall  be  the  same  as  are 
now  or  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law  for  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

Sec.  6.  The  support  and  general  management  of  said  asylum  shall  be 
the  same  in  every  respect  as  are  provided  in  Title  8  of  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  superintendent  of  said  asylum  and  a  building  super- 
visor, who  shall  be  employed  by  the  Governor,  shall  supervise  the  con- 
struction of  all  buildings  erected  upon  said  asylum  grounds,  as  provided 
for  in  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  That  there  shall  be  constructed,  upon  said  grounds,  so  selected, 
permanent  and  substantial  buildings,  sufficient  to  accommodate  at  least 
five  hundred  inmates;  said  buildings  to  be  provided  with  modem  im- 
provements for  furnishing  water,  heat,  ventilation^and  sewerage;  and  the 
Governor  shall  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  receiving 
the  report  of  the  commission  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  this 
bill,  advertise  for  plans  and  specifications  for  said  buildings  for  sixty 
days,  and  he,  together  with  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer,  shall  let  the 
contract  for  the  construction  of  said  building,  according  to  such  plan 
and  specifications  as  they  may  adopt,  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder, 
who  shall  give  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  for  the  completion  of  the 
buildings,  according  to  the  contract. 

.  Sec.  9.  That  there  shall  be  appropriated  out  of  the  general  revenue 
of  this  State,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  lands  selected  for  a  site,  and 
expenses  incurred  in  procuring  same,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the 
improvements  herein  provided  for,  and  it  is  further  provided,  that  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  may  be  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  temporary  buildings  upon  the  site  selected,  for 
the  immediate  accommodation,  care,  maintenance  and  treatment  of  the 
insane. 

Sec.  1 0.  Whereas,  there  are  a  large  number  of  insane  persons  in  the  jails 
throughout  this  State,  who  are  much  in  need  of  immediate  treatment,  and 
whose  condition  is  growing  worse  from  their  confinement,  creates  a  pub- 
lic emergency  and  imperative  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  re- 
quiring this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  same  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

An  Act  making  a  special  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Galveston, 

Tyler  and  Austin. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  following  sums  of  money,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Galveston,  Tyler  and  Austin  for  the  year  ending JF^bruary  28th, 
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1883.  For  fire-proof,  safe  $300.  For  furniture,  repairing,  carpeting  and 
famishing  court  i:ooms^and  judges  rooms  $1000.  For  postage  and  contin- 
:  gent  expenses  $500.  For  purchase  of  law  books  for  library. $1000.  Which 
amonnts,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  required,  shall  be  expended  under 
the  direction  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  there  is  -no  appropriation  for  the  purposes  enumer- 
ated in  this  bill  and  the  same  being  necessary  immediately,  therefore  an 
imperative  public  necesity  and  an  emergency  exists  that  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  be  sus- 
pended and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  16,  1883.  .    . 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1083  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1083  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  be  so  amended  is  to  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Abticle  1083.  Grand  jurors  shall  each  receive  two  dollars  per  day 
for  each  day  and  for  each  fraction  of  a  day  that  they  may  serve  as  such. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  grand  juries  are  now  in  session  in  many  counties  of 
this  State,  who  are  justly  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  law,  therefore 
an  emergency  exists  that  this  law  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Improvement  and  Repairs  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  and  the  En- 
largement of  the  Asylum  Grounds,  and  to  make  an  Appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  there  shall  be  appropriated  out  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  State, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  or 
80  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
land,  stock,  furniture,  putting  in  heating  apparatus,  supplying  gas,  erect- 
ing an  addition  to  the  old  asylum  building,  kitchen  and  laundry  build- 
ings and  furnishing  same,  repairing  old  buildings  and  water  closets, 
drainage,  replacing  wooden  with  iron  stairways  in  new  building,  erecting 
offices,  cottages  and  four  temporary  buildings,  the  same  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum. 

Sec  2.  Whereas  there  are  a  number  of  insane  persons  in  the  State 
who  are  are  confined  in  the  jails  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to  make  immediate  provision  for  their  relief,  therefore  an  imperative 
public  necessity  exists  that  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three 
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several  days  in  each  House  should  be  suspended,  and  an  emergency  that 
this  act  should  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  February  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1000,  of  Chapter  1,  Title  13,  of  the  second  section  of  "An  Act  to 
adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas,'^ 
passed  February  21st,  IS*? 9. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1000,  of  Chapter  1,  Title  13,  of  the  second  section  of  ''Ab 
Act  to  adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure 
for  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  February  21st,  1879,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Article  1000.  If  other  persons  than  the  justice,  jurors,  counsel  for 
the  State,  and  the  accused  and  his  counsel  are  present  at  the  inquest, 
they  shall  not  interfere  with  the  proceedings,  and  no  question  shall  he 
asked  a  witness  except  by  the  justice,  the  accused  or  his  counsel,  counsel 
for  the  State  or  jurors,  and  the  justice  may  fine  any  person  violating 
this  article  for  contempt  of  court,  in  any  sura  not  to  exceed  twenty  del* 
lars,  and  may  cause  such  person  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  a  peace 
officer  and  removed  from  the  presence  of  the  inquest. 

Approved  February  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  314  and  315,  Chapter  3,  Title  9,  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  State 

of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  314  and  315,  Chapter  3,  Title  9  of  the  Penal  Code,  h^ 
and  they  are  hereby  amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Abticle  314.  If  any  person  shall  go  into,  or  near  any  public  place, 
or  into  or  near  any  private  house  and  shall  use  loud  and  vociferous  or 
obscene,  vulgar  or  indecent  language,  or  swear  or  curse,  or  yell  or 
shriek  or  expose  his  person,  or  rudely  display,  any  pistol  or  other  deadly 
weapon,  in  a  manner  calculated  to  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  such 
public  place  or  private  house,  he  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars. 

Aeticle  315,  A  public  place  within  the  meaning  of  the  two  preceding 
articles,  is  any  public  road,  street  or  alley,  of  a  town  or  city,  or  any  inn, 
tavern,  store,  grocery  or  workshop,  or  place  at  which  people  are  assem- 
bled or  to  which  people  commonly  resort  for  purposes  of  business, 
amusement,  recreation  or  other  lawful  purpose. 

Approved  February  19,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  % 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Ar  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  to  amend  section  eleven  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  pro- 
tect the  Wool  Growing  Interest  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  approved  March  26th,  1879-,  and  of 
an  Act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  March  9,  1881. 

Section  1.  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
**That  Section  11  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  en- 
^'titled  "  An  act  to  protect  the  wool  growing  interest  of  the  State  of 
**Texas,"  approved  March  25  A.  D.  1879,"  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  read 
^'as  follows: 

"Sec.  11.  The  following  counties  shall  be  exempted  from  the  pro- 
^'visions  of  this  act:  viz.:  Anderson,  Angelina,  Bowie,- Cass,  Chambers, 
"Cherokee,  Collin,  Dallas,  Delta,  Denton,  Ellis,  Fannin,  Fayette,  Fort 
**Bend,  Franklin,  Freestone,  Grimes,  Gregg,  Hardin,  Hill,  Harris,  Harri- 
"son.  Hunt,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  Houston,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Johnson, 
^^Kaufman,  Lamar,  Lee,  Liberty,  Leon,  Madison,  Marion,  Montgomery, 
"Morris,  Nacogdoches,  Newton,  Orange,  Panola,  Polk,  Rains,  Red  River, 
"Rusk,  Sabine,  San  Augustine,  San  Jacinto,  Smith,  Shelby,  Titus,  Trinity, 
"Tyler,  Van  Zandt,  Wood,  Walker,  Waller,  Colorado  and  Upshur." 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  there  are  large  flocks  of  sheep,  many  of  which  are 
diseased  with  scab,  now  being  held  in  counties  heretofore  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  which  are  not  so  exempted  in  this  amend- 
ment, whereby  the  interest  of  the  wool  growers  of  such  counties  is 
|[reatly  impaired,  there  is  therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the 
immediate  passage  of  this  act,  and  that  it  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Passed  February  1,  1883. 

Takes-  effect  after  its  passage. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval  on  the  first  day  of  February,  1883,  and  was  not  signed  by  him, 
nor  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections 
thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon 
became  a  law  without  his  signature. 

Jos.  W.  Baines,  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  granting  to  persons  who  have  been  Permanently 
Disabled  by  Wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of  tiiis  State  or  of  the  Confederate 
States,  a  Land  Certificate  for  1280  Acres  of  Land. 

Suction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  an  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  persons  who  have  been  perma- 
nently disabled  by  wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of  this  State  or 
of  the  Confederate  States,  a  land  certificate  for  1280  acres  of  land,"  ap- 
proved April  9th,  1881,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  the  vacant  public  domain  is  exhausted,  creates 
an  emergency  which  requires  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Passed  February  2,  1883.  a-  t 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage.  Digitized  by  ^OOgie 
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The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap> 
p'roval  on  second  of  February,  1883,  and  was  not  signed  by  him,  nor  re- 
turned  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections  thereto, 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon  became  a 
law  without  his  signature. 

Jos.  W.  Baines>  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

An  Act  to  restore  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  County  CJourts  of  the  Counties  of  Parker,  Uvalde^ 
I^  River  and  Starr,  and  to  restore  Criminal  Jurisdiction  to  the  County  Court  of  Hen- 
derson  County,  and  to  repeal  all  laws  in  conflict  therewith. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  which  the  county  court  of 
Parker,  Starr  and  Uvalde  counties  had,  and  that  all  the  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion  which  the  county  court  of  Henderson  county  had,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas  prior  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Febru- 
ary  1881,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  fully  restored,  and  that  so  much  of  the 
act  approved  February  25th  1881,  entitled  "An  act  to  diminish  the  civil 
and  cnminal  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  of  Henderson,  Parker^ 
Uvalde,  Lampasas,  Blanco,  Bexar,  Kimble,  Nueces,  Gillespie,  Kendall,. 
Wheeler,  Oldham,  Bandera,  Wharton,  McMullen,  Medina,  Frio,  Dimmit^  . 
LaSalle,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata,  Duval  and  Burnet  counties,  and  to  con- 
form the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  and  justices'  courts  of  said  counties 
to  such  change,"  as  relates  to  Parker,  Uvalde,  and  Starr  counties,  and  as 
relates  to  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  of  Henderson 
county  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  which  the  county 
court  of  Red  River  county  had  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
Texas  prior  to  the  8th  day  of  July  1879,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
fully  restored,  and  that  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  '^An  Act  to  diminish 
the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  of  Erath,  Co- 
manche, Eastland,  Hed  River,  Palo  Pinto,  Stephens,  Throckmorton,  Tay- 
lor, Callahan,  Panola,  Cass,  and  Bowie  counties,  and  conform  the  juris- 
diction of  the  district  courts  of  said  counties  to  such  change,"  approved 
July  8th,  1879,  as  relates  to  Red  River  county,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  , 
repealed. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  causes  now  pending  in  the  district  courts  of  the 
counties  of  Parker,  Uvalde,  Red  River  and  Starr,  and  all  criminal  causes 
now  pending  in  the  district  court  of  Henderson  county,  over  which  the 
county  courts  of  said  counties  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  aiid  the  laws  giving  jurisdiction  to  county  courts^ 
shall,  be  transferred  to  the  county  courts  of  said  counties. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts  of  the  said  counties  of 
Parker,  Uvalde,  Red  River,  Starr  and  Henderson,  shall  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  that  this  act  takes  effect,  transfer  to  the  clerks  of  the 
county  courts  of  said  counties  all  the  original  papers  in  causes  transferred 
under  this  act,  together  with  a  certified  transcript  of  all  the  entries  made 
on  the  docket  of  the  district  court  in  such  causes,  and  a  certified  bill  of 
all  costs  accrued  in  such  causes,  and  for  making  out  such  transcript  of 
the  docket,  the  clerks  of  the  district  court  shall  be  allowed^uoh  fees  as 
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are  now  allowed  for  making  out  transcripts  in  cases  of  appeal,  such  fees 
to  be  taxed  as  costs  in  such  suits. 

Passed  February  3,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  the  third  day  of  February,  1883,  and  was  not  signed  by  him, 
Dor  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections 
thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon 
became  a  law  without  bis  signature. 

Jos.  W.  Baines,  Secretary  of  State. 


CHAPTER    XXVn. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certaiD  debts  of  the  State,  out  of  that  half  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  Public  Lands,  not  belonging  to  the  Common  School  Fund. 

Section  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  one-half  of  thi  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  is  declared  to  v^ 
constitute  a  part  of  the  common  school  fund  and  not  subject  to  appro- 
priations herein  made. 

Sec.  2.  The  bonds  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  dated 
the  first  day  of  January  1867,  due  twelve  years  after  date  and  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum  from  date,  executed  by  the 
State  to  the  University  fund,  under  the  Act  of  November  12th  1866,  and 
also  the  certificate  of  indebtedness  for  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars  and  forty-one  cents,  issued  by  W.  L.  Robards,  Comp- 
troller of  Public  Accounts  on  the  eighth  day  of  June  1865,  are  declared 
to  be  valid  debts  due  from  the  State  to  the  University  of  Texas,  and  th« 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents  ($256,272.57)  of  that  half  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  public  lands  not  belonging  to  the  common  school  fund,  shall 
be  transferred  to  tha  University  fund  in  payment  of  said  certificate  and 
bonds  and  the  accrued  interest  on  said  bonds  to  the  first  day  of  August 
1883,  forty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  twenty-two 
cents  of  which  belongs  to  the  available  University  fund,  after  which  said 
certificate  and  bonds  shall  be  fully  discharged. 

Sec.  3.  The  bonds  for  the  sum  of  eighty-two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents  dated  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary 1867,  due  twelve  years  after  date,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
five  per  cent  per  annum  from  date,  executed  by  the  State  to  the  common 
school  fund  und^r  the  Act  of  November  12th  1866,  are  declared  to  be  valid 
debts  from  the  State  to  the  common  school  fund :  and  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and 
forty-six  cents  ($150,292.46),  out  of  that  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
public  land  not  already  belonging  to  the  common  school  fund  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  common  school  fund  in  payment  of  said  bonds  and  the 
accrued  interest  thereon  up  to  August  1st  1883,  after  which  said  bonds 
shall  be  fully  discharged. 

Sec.  4  The  bonds  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  thirteen  cents^  dated  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  May  1865  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent 
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per  annam  from  date  and  executed  by  the  State  to  the  common 
school  fund  under  the  Act  of  November  15th  1864  are  declared  to  be  valid 
debts  from  the  State  to  the  common  school  fund  and  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and 
fifty-eight  cents  ($431,781.58)  out  of  said  half  of  the  proceeds  of  salesof 
public  lands,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  common  school  fund  in  full  sat- 
isfaction of  said  bonds:  the  above  sum  being  the  amount  of  the  principal 
and  the  interest  of  said  bonds,  up  to  August  Ist  1883,  less  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  paid  by  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railway  Company, 
the  Buffalo  feayou,  Brazos  and  Colorado  Railway  Company  and  tne 
Washington  County  Railway  Company  under  protest  on  the  amounts  paid 
by  them  during  the  civil  war,  in  State  Treasury  warrants  on  their  respec- 
tive bonds  to  the  special  school  fund  given  under  the  Act  of  August  13th, 
1856,  provided,  only  the  principal  of  the  amount  due  the  common  school 
fund  as  shown  bv  Sections  3  and  4  of  this  Act,  shall  be  the  permanent 
common  school  fund  and  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  the  available 
school  fund. 

Sec.  5.  By  the  payment  of  said  bonds  as  aforesaid  the  State  does  not 
recognize  the' validity  of  said  attempted  payments  in  said  Treasury  war- 
rants: and  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  hereafter  collected  on  the 
amounts  so  attempted  to  be  discharged  in  said  warrants  shall  constitute 
a  part  of  the  general  revenue  of  the  State,  and  the  State  shall  save  the 
public  school  fund  harmless  from  the  assumed  right  of  said  railway  compa- 
nies, or  their  successors,  to  apply  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  heretofore 
or  hereafter  paid  in  treasury  warrants  to  the  principal  or  the  interest  of 
the  bonds  due  from  them  to  the  school  fund. 

Sec.  6.  .  The  importance  of  this  bill  and  the  amount  of  business  now 
before  the  Legislature  creates  an  emergency  for  the  suspension  of  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  February  23,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

An  Act  amend  Title  11,  Chapter  3  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  the 
Beyised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  February  21st,  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Title  11,  Chapter  3  of  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish 
the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,"  passed  February  21, 
1879,  be  amended  by  adding  an  additionan  article,  to  be  numbered  Arti- 
cle 257a,  to-wit: 

Abtiolb  267a.  The  district  or  county  attorney  shall  be  entitled  to  ten 
per  cent  commissions  on  the  first  thousand  dollars  collected  by  him  in 
any  one  case  for  the  State  or  county  from  any  individual  or  company: 
and  five  per  cent  on  all  sums  over  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  retained 
out  of  the  money  when  collected,  and  he  shall  also  be  entitled  to  retain 
the  same  commissions  on  all  collections  made  for  the  State  or  for  any 
county:  Provided  that  ten  percent  shall  be  allowed  on  all  such  sums 
heretofore  collected  since  the  adoption  of  the  Revised  Statutes.    This 
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section  shj^U  also  apply  to  money  realized  for  the  State  under  the  escheat 
law. 

Approved  February  27,  1883. 

Tabes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

In  Act  to  amend  Article  180,  Chapter  1,  Title  7,  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  180,  Chapter  1,  Title  7,  of  the  Penal  Code,  be  afid  it  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Abticlb  180.  Any  person  who  by  loud  or  vociferous  talking  or  swear- 
ing, or  by  any  other  noise,  or  in  any  other  manner  wilfully  disturbs  any 
congregation  or  part  of  a  congregation  assembled  for  religious  worship 
and  conducting  themselves  in  a  lawful  manner  or  who  wilfully  disturbs 
in  any  manner  any  congregation  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  conduct- 
ing or  participating  in  a  Sunday  school,  or  to  transact  any  business  re- 
lating to  or  in  the  interest  of  religious  worship,  or  a  Sunday  school  and 
conducting  themselves  in  a  lawful  manner,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not 
less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  may  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  jury. 

Approved  February  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Am  Act  amendatory  of  Title  83  and  of  the  supplement  thereto,  of  the  Revised  Civil 

Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it'enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Title  83  and  the  supplement  thereto  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes 
shall  be  so  amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows. 

Article  4090.  The  Governor  is  empowered  to  issue  his  proclamation 
declaring  quarantine  on  the  coast,  or  elsewhere  within  this  State,  whenever 
in  his  judgment  quarantine  may  become  necessary,  and  such  quarantine 
may  continue  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  health  of  the  State  may  re- 
quire: Provided,  Houston,  in  Harris  county,  shall  be  considered  a  coast 
town  within  the  meaning  of  this  act. 

Abticlb  4090a.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
TexaB,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  select  and  appoint, 
by  a;nd  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  from  the  most  skillful 
regular  physicians  of  the  State  of  Texas,  one  physician  who  shall  be 
known  as  Health  Officer  of  the  State,  and  shall  from  previous  and  active 
practice  be  familiar  with  yellow  fever  and  pledged  to  the  importance  of 
both  quarantine  and  sanitation. 

Abticlb  4090ft.  Such  Health  Officer  shall  during  the  time  he  is  actively, 
•engaged  in  public  duty,  receive  for  his  services  ten  dollars  per  day  and 
all  necessary  traveling  expenses,  a  bill  of  which  musj  be^made  out  in 
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detail,  then  approved  by  the  Governor,  on  which  approved  account  the 
Comptroller  shall  issue  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer,  for  the  amount  of 
such  approved  account. 

Article  4090c.  When  the  Governor  is  informed,  or  has  reasoij,  to  be- 
lieve that  the  State  of  Texas  is  threatened  at  any  point  on  the  coast,  or 
elsewhere  within  this  State,  with  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever,  or  any 
other  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  ^he  shall  immediately  order  such 
Health  Officer  to  the  point  or  points  so  threatened,  with  instructions  to 
carefully  examine  into  such  information  or  alarm,  and  if  satisfied  that  the 
report  or  information  is  true,  and  that  there  is  danger  to  the  State  at 
suoh  place  or  places,  from  the  introduction  of  any  of  such  diseases,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  immediately  declare  quarantine  at  such  place  or  places,  against 
the  locality  where  any  of  such  diseases  point  or  are  said  to  exist,  or  until 
such  time  as  the  same  can  be  examined  into  or  determined,  haying  power 
to  order  State,  county  or  municipal  authorities  to  aid'him  in  establishiDg 
and  maintaining  the  same;  Provided,  that  the  Health  Officer  of  the  State, 
/  may  in  cases  of  emergency,  when  from  any  cause  the  Governor  cannot  act, 
have  power  and  authority  to  establish,  maintain  and  enforce  a  temporary 
quarantine  anywhere  within  this  State,  whenever  in  his  judgment  such 
emergency  exists;  the  facts  in  reference  to  which  temporary  quarantine 
shall  be  immediately  reported  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  take  such  action, 
and  issue  such  proclamations  as  he  may  deem  proper^  either  continuing  or 
discontinuing  the  same. 

Article  4090^.  The  laws  in  regard  to  State  quarantine  shall  remain 
and  be  in  full  force  and  operation  on  the  coast  or  elsewhere  in  the  State, 
as  the  Governor  or  Health  Officer  may  direct,  and  be  enforced  as  here- 
tofore, with  such  additional  changes  as  the  provisions  of  this  act  pre- 
scribe, and  with  such  additional  changes  in  station  and  general  manage- 
ment as  the  Governor  may  think  proper. 

Article  4090e.  The  law  in  regard  to  local  quarantine  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  any  point  or  points  on  the  coast,*  or  elsewhere  in  this  State  shall 
remain  in  full  force  :  Provided  that  in  all  differences  and  disputes  be- 
tween any  such  points  contiguous  or  remote  within  this  State,  such  dif- 
ferences and  disputes  shall  be  immediately  by  the  local  health  authori- 
ties, if  any,  and  if  none,  by  the  inhabitants  themselyes.  reported  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Governor  and  on  the  receipt  of  such  report  he  shall  forth- 
with order  the  State  Health  Officer  to  such  points  with  instructions  to 
investigate  the  same  and  report,  the  exact  condition  of  things,  and  upon 
investigation  of  such  report,  shall  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  the 
determination  of  the  issue  and  by  said  proclamation  the  aforesaid  differ- 
ences shall  be  governed  and  determined. 

Article  4090/1  Said  Health  Officer  shall  give  a  bond  with  two  good 
and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  made  payable 
to  the  Governor,  to  be  approved  by  him,  and  conditioned  for  the  honest 
and  impartial  performance  of  his  duties,  and  such  Health  Officer  shall 
hold  his  position  for  the  term  of  two  years,  subject  however,  to  removal 
at  any  time  by  the  Governor  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  public  good 
demands  such  removal. 

Article  4090^.  Whenever  quarantine  is  declared  by  the  Governor, 
or  by  any  county  or  corporate  authorities  in  this  State,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  authorities  to  establish  a  quaiantine  station  or  stations 
where  any  person  may  be  detained  for  such  length  of  time  as,  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  quarantine  officers,  the  public  safety  may  demand:  Pro- 
vided that  all  county  and  municipal  quarantine  shalM)e_sutprdinate, 
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sabject  to  and  regulated  by  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Governor  or  State  Health  Officer. 

Article  4090A.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Health  Officer  of  this 
State,  county  or  city  authorities  as  the  case  may  be,  to  furnish  persons 
detained  by  them  at  quarantine  stations  with  necessary  clothing,  subsist- 
ence and  shelter,  not  including  crews  of  vessels  except  such  as  are  re- 
moved by  tbc  quarantine  officers  from  such  vessels,  and  all  accounts  for 
necessary  clothing,  subsistence  and  shelter  and  all  contracts  for  the 
construction  of  quarantine  stations  and  wharves,  and  hire  or  purchase 
of  boats  or  vessels,  shall  be  approved  and  accepted  by  the  State  Health 
Officer  and  the  Governor,  and  received  by  them  after  completion,  if  in 
accordance  with  contract  specifications,  and  all  accounts  for  the  same 
and  for  all  other  expenses  shall  be  approved  by  the  Governor  and 
when  so  approved,,  the  Comptroller  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the 
Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  same  for  the  amount  specified. 

Article  4090i.  All  the  costs  and  expenses  of  enforcing  and  main- 
taining the  general  quarantine  or  such  as  are  ordered  by  the  Governor 
or  State  Health  officer,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  quar- 
antine purposes.  All  quarantine  officers  appointed  by  the  Governor  shall 
be  selected  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  and  shall  be 
paid  by  the  State,  and  all  health  authorities  of  the  State,  or  of  any^ 
county  or  city  thereof  shall  obey  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  Governor  or  State  Health  Officer.  The  regular  officer  in  charge  of 
regular  established  quarantine  stations  on  the  coast  shall  be  allowed  ten 
dollars  per  day  while  on  duty;  temporary  officers,  or  those  commissioned 
by  the  Governor  to  guard  against  threatened  epidemics,  or  those  tempo- 
rarily assigned  to  duty  by  the  Health  Officer  of  the  State,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Article  4090c  of  this  title  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  five  dol- 
lars per  day  and  such  other  pay  for  extra  expenses  actually  incurred  as 
may  be  deemed  just  by  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer.  All 
quarantine  officers,  whether  of  towns,  cities,  counties  or  State,  shall  be 
authorized  to  administer  oaths  to  any  person  or  persons  suspected  of  vio- 
lating any  quarantine  regulations;  and  any  person  or  persons  swearing 
falsely  shall  be.  punished  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Article  4091.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  any  county,  town  or 
city  authority  upon  the  coast  or  elsewhere  in  Texas,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable,  after  the  promulgation  of  the  Governor's  proclamation  declar- 
ing quarantine,  to  provide  suitable  stations,  where  they  are  not  now  pro- 
vided at  sufficient  distance  from  the  usual  places  of  landing  of  vessels 
or  the  depots  of  railroads  coming  into  their  respective  counties,  towns, 
or  cities,  and  to  select,  appoint  and  employ  a  competent  physician  as 
health  officer,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  at  such  stations, 
and  to  furnish  said  officer  with  such  guards,  employees  and  other  things 
as  may  be  necessary  to  render  such  quarantine  effective:  and  said  county, 
town  or  city  authorities  may  provide  for  the  establishment  and  mainten- 
ance of  quarantine,  subordinate,  subjected  to  and  regulated  by  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer  may  pre- 
scribe. 

Article  4092. .  Whenever  on  the  coast  of  Texas  or  elsewhere  in  this 
State  the  authorities  of  any  county,  town  or  city  fail,  refuse  or  neglect 
to  establish  quarantine  as  provided  for  in  the  preceeding  article,  then 
and  in  that  event,  the  Governor  shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  appoint  a  health  officer  and  to  prescribe  such  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  same  as  he  may  deem  necessary.       -     >  ^-^^^.^ 
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Article  4093.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  health  officers  and  all 
quarantine  authorities  to  stop  each  ana  every  vessel  from  any  infected 

Eort  or  district,  notwithstanding  the  said  vessel  may  have  a  clean  bill  of 
ealth,  if  deemed  necessary  (and  such  health  officers  or  quarantine  au- 
thorities shall  have  power  so  to  do)  to  take  the  affidavit  of  the  master  of 
said  vessel  as  to  the  health  of  himself  and  crew  from  the  time  of  sailing 
from  said  infected  port  or  district ;  and  such  officers  and  au- 
thorities shall  detain  said  vessel  at  quarantine  for  such  length  of  time  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Governor  and  State  Health  officer,  in  their  rules 
and  regulations  governing  quarantine;  and  all  such  officers  and 
authorities  may  use  force  if  necessary  in  order  to  discharge  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  provisions  of  this  title  and  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations of  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer. 

Abticle  4094.  Any  vessel  arriving  at  any  of  the  quarantine  stations 
of  this  State,  designated  by  the  proper  authorities  from  any  infected 
port  or  district  without  a  clean  bill  of  health  from  the  proper  offieew, 
from  said  port  or  district  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  Health 
Officer,  or  other  quarantine  authority  at  the  station  at  which  said  vessel 
arrives,  and  be  held  by  the  same  until  all  fines  that  may  have  been  as- 
sessed against  the  master  of  said  vessel  for  a  violation  of  the  quarantine 
htws,  rules  and  regulations  shall  have  been  paid,  or  until  said  vessel  shall 
have  been  replevied  in  accordance  with  law. 

Abticle  4095.  The  payment  of  the  fine  which  may  be  assessed  against 
the  master  of  such  vessel  shall  not  operate  as  a  release  or  discharge  of 
the  vessel  from  quarantine,  but  the  same  rules  shall  apply  as  in  case  of 
ether  vessels  placed  in  quarantine. 

Article  4095a.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  health  officers  and  quar- 
antine authorities  to  establish  stations  where  they  do  not  now  exist, 
whereat  railway  trains  or  any  other  public  or  private  conveyance  com- 
ing from  any  infected  port  or  district  and  entering  within  any  county, 
town  or  city  in  this  S:ate  may  be  stopped,  the  passengers  examined  and 
sworn  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  title,  and  such  farther 
action  had  and  taken  under  such  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  State  Health  Officer. 

Article  4097.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county,  town  or  city  authori- 
ties aforesaid,  as  soon  as  quarantine  ceases  to  exist,  to  forward  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  State  an  itemized  account  of  all  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures made  by  them  and  when  approved  by  the  Governor  and  State 
Health  Officer,  said  Comptroller  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  Treas- 
urer for  the  payment  of  any  balance  that  may  be  due  said  authorities  or 
either  of  them,  and  pay  into  the  treasury  any  excess  of  receipts  over 
expenditures  as  a  credit  to  the  quarantine  fund. 

Article  4098.  Nothing  contained  in  this  title  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  any  town,  city  or  county  from  establishing  any  quarantine  which 
they  may  think  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  same; 
Provided  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  such  quarantine  be  not  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  this  title,  and  be  consistent  with  and 
subordinate  to  said  provisions  and  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer. 

iSupplement. 

Section  1.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  several  county  com- 
missioners' courts  of  the  counties  of  this  State  when  required  so  to  do 
by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  or  when  under  the  provisions  of 
this  title  where  there  is  no   corporation  or  city  within  such  county  to 
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appoint  competent  health  officers,  which  officers  shall  appoint  guards  and 
*  other  employees  and  to  .  prescribe  their  duties  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  title  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Governor  and 
State  Health  Officer,  and  such  county  to  pay  the  same  for  their  servicejs 
such  price  as  may  be  deemed  right,  not  exceeding  the  amount  prescribed 
in  Article  4090L 

Sec.  2.  .  Whenever  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer  under  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  title  establishes  quarantine  and  shall  appoint 
health  officers,  guards  and  employees  thereabout,  their  compensation  shall 
be  what  is  right;  not  exceeding  that  fixed  in  Article  4090e  of  this  title. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  buy  a  steam  tug  for  service  upon  the  coast  of  this  State,  when- 
ever in  his  judgment  such  tug  becomes  necessary  for  the  better  enforce- 
ment of  the  quarantine  laws,  rules  or  regulations.  Said  tug,  when  boughjk 
gball  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  health  officer  at  Galveston  Texas,  wh© 
shall  have  full  control  of  the  same,  together  with  all  quarantine  stores, 
snpplies  and  apparatus  and  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  the  same 
at  all  times,  except  when  by  order  of  the  Governor  or  State  Health  Offi- 
cer said  tug  is  upon  service  elsewhere  upon  the  coast;  Provided  the  said 
steam  tug  shall  be  new,  made  to  order  upon  plans  and  specifications  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  and  State  Health  Officer  and  suited  to  its  pro- 
posed use  for  quarantine  purposes,  and  constructed  with  necersary  appli- 
ances for  disinfection  fumigation  and  purification  of  vessels  and  cargoes^ 
and  provided  further  that  the  entire  cost  of  said  steam  tug,  engine^ 
boilers,  tackle  and  furniture,  apparel  and  quarantine"  appliances  shall 
not  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  The  quarantine  or  health  officer  at  Galveston,  Texas  shall  give 
bond  with  two  or  more  good  ani  sufficient  sureties  payable  to  the  Gov- 
ernor in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  care  and 
preservation  of  said  steam  tug,  and  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duty. 

Sec  6  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  and  State  Health 
OflScer,  upon  completion  of  the  disinfecting  warehouse  at  Galveston, 
Texas  to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  disinfection,  or  fumigation,  or  both,  of  all  vessels  and  their  cargoeji 
and  passengers  arriving  at  Galveston  from  any  infected  port  or  district* 
The  object  of  such  rules  and  regulations  being,  to  provide  safety  f or  th# 
public  health  of  the  State,  without  unnecessary  or  arbitrary  restrictions 
upon  commerce  and  travel. 

Sec.  6.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sec  1  There  being  no  law  upon  the  subject  of  quarantine,  adequate 
to  the  protection  of  public  health,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  season 
of  the  year  when  quarantine  will  have  to  be  declared,  a  public  necessity 
and  an  emergency  exists  requiring  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  that  this 
Act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  eu^ 
acted. 

Approved  February  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  fees  to  county  Judges  and  justices  of  the  peace, 
sherifEs,  constables,  district  and  county  attorneys  and  district  clerks  for  services  ren- 
dered in  certain  felony  cases. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  county  judges,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs,  constables,  district 
and  county  attorneys  and  district  clerks  shall  be  allowed  the  following 
fees. 

Sec.  2.  In  all  cases  where  county  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  sit  as  examining  courts  in  felony  cases,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
saitie  fees  allowed  by  law  for  similar  services  in  misdemeanor  cases  to 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  ten  cents  for  each  one  hundred  words  for 
writing  down  testimony,  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  not  to  exceed  three 
dollars  for  all  his  services  in  any  one  case. 

Sec.  3.  Sheriffs  and  constables  serving  process  and  attending  any 
examining  court  in  the  examination  of  any  felony  case  shall  be  entitled 
to  such  fees  as  are  fixed  by  law  for  similar  services,  in  misdemeanor 
cases,  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  not  to  exceed  four  dollars  in  any  one 
case. 

Sec.  4.  District  and  county  attorneys,  for  attending  and  prosecuting 
any  felony  case  before  an  examining  court,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of 
five  dollars  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  for  each  case  prosecuted  by  him  be- 
fore such  court. 

Sec.  5.  The  fees  mentioned  in  sections  2,  3,  and  4  of  this  act  shall 
become  due  and  payable  only  after  the  indictment  of  the  defendant  for 
the  offense  with  which  he  was  charged  in  the  examining  court,  and  upon 
an  itemized  account  sworn  to  by  the  officers  claiming  such  fees,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  judge  of  the  district  court. 

Sec.  6.  Only  one  fee  shall  be  allowed  for  an  examining  trial  though 
more  than  one  defendant  is  joined  in  the  complaint,  and  when  defendants 
are  proceeded  against  separately,  who  could  have  been  proceeded  against 
jointly,  but  one  fee  shall  be  allowed  in  all  the  cases  that  could  have  been 
so  joined,  and  the  account  of  the  officer  and  the  approval  of  the  judge 
must  show  that  the  provisions  of  this  article  are  complied  with. 

Sec.  7.  In  habeas  corpus  proceedings  in  felony  cases,  the  clerks  of  the 
district  courts  shall  be  paid  by  the  State,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
judge,  the  following  fees,  not  to  exceed  ten  dollars  in  any  one  case:  For 
taking  down  the  evidence,  ten  cents  for  every  one  hundred  words:  for 
entering  the  judgm.ent  of  the  court,  one  dollar:  for  making  out  tran- 
script in  case  of  appeal,  ten  cents  for  every  one  hundred  words. 

Approved  March  3,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER    XXXn. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  4411  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
That  Article  4411  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended,  that  it 
shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 
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Article  4411.     No  person  shall  be  compelled  to  work  on  any  public 
road  or  roads,  more  than  five  days  in  each  year. 
Approved  March  5,  1883. 
Takes  effect  ninety  days  aft,er  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

In  Act  to  reorganize  the  Twenty-fifth  Judicial   District  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to 
provide  the  times  for  holding  the  district  court  therein. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas:' 
That  the  Twenty-fifth  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Texas  Shall  be 
composed  of  the  following  counties:  Cameron,  Hidalgo,  Starr,  Zapata, 
Webb,  Encinal,  Duval  and  Nueces. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted :  That  the  said  district  courts  of  said 
district  shall  be  holden  at  the  time  hereinafter  specified,  to-wit:  In  the 
county  of  Cameron  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  and  February,  and 
may  continue  in  session  four  weeks:  In  the  county  of  Hidalgo  on  the 
fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Monday  of  September  and  February,  and 
may  continue  in  session  one  week:  In  the  county  of  Stan*  on  the  fifth 
Monday  after  the  first  Monday  of  September  and  February,  and  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks:  In  the  county  of  Webb  on  the  seventh 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  of  September  and  February,  and  may 
continue  in  session  fiye  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Duval  'on  the  twelfth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  of  September  and  February,  and  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks:  In  the  county  of  Nueces  on  the  four- 
teenth Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  September  and  February,  and 
may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of,  not  to  exceed 
six  weeks. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted:  That  the  counties  of  Zapata  and  Enci- 
nal  be  and  they  are  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of  Webb  for  judicial 
purposes. 

Sec  4.  Be  it  further  enacted:  That  all  writs  and  process,  civil  and 
criminal  heretofore  issued  by  or  from  the  district  courts  in  the  several 
counties  of  said  district,  and  made  returnable  to  the  former  terms  of  said 
courts,  as  said  terms  are  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  next 
ensuing  terms  of  said  district  courts,  in  each  county,  as  they  are  pre- 
scribed in  this  act, — and  all  such  writs  or  process  that  may  be  issued  by 
or  from  said  courts,  at  any  time  within  l^ve  days  next  before  the  holding 
of  the  next  ensuing  terms  of  said  courts,  as  prescribed  herein  are  hereby 
made  returnable  to  said  terms  respectively,  and  all  such  writs  and  pro- 
cess hereinbefore  mentioned,  are  hereby  legalized  and  validated  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  returnable  to  the 
term  or  terms  of  said  courts,  as  the  terms  thereof  are  herein  prescribed ; 
Provided,  that  if  any  business  should  remain  on  the  dockets  of  any 
county  in  said  judicial  district  unfinished,  the  Judge  of  said  district  is 
bereby  authoiized  and  required,  on  application  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  of  said  county,  to  designate  a  time  for  holding  a 
«pecial  term  of  said  district  court  in  any  of  said  counties  where  such  un- 
finished business  may  occur,  by  an  order  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
district  court  of  said  county,  said  order  to  be  publifihed  in  a  newspaper 
published  in  said  judicial  district  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  before  the 
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day  for  holding  tbe  said  special  term,  stating  the  time  and  place  whert 
said  coart  .can  be  held ;  the  expense  of  said  publication  to  be  paid  by  tht 
county  where  such  unfinished  business  is  required  to  be  transacted. 

Sbc.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted;  That  ajl  laws  and  parts  of  laws  itt 
conflict  herewith,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted;  That  the  crowded  condition  of  th« 
civil  and  criminal  dockets  in  the  county  of  Webb,  resulting  almost  in  a 
denial  of  trial  to  litigants,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and 
emergency  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  which  requiret 
that  all  bills  shall  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  the  said  rule  is  ac- 
cordingly suspepded:  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  the  9th  (ninth)  day  of  April  A.  D.  1883. 

Approved  March  6th  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Chapter  16  of  an  act  to  adopt  and  establirii  the  Revised  Penal  Code  d 
the  State  of  Texas,  by  inserting  therein  Article  789a. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Revised  Penal  Code  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  amended  by  iih 
serting  Article  789a,  as  follows: 

Article  789a.  If  any  person  shall  fraudulently  receive  or  conceal  any 
property  which  has  been  acquired  by  another  in  such  manner  as  that  tht 
acquisition  comes  within  the  meaning  of  embezzlement,  knowing  tht 
same  to  have  been  so  acquired,  he  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  person  embezzling  the  same,  would  be  liable  to  be  punished. 

Approved  March  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

An  Act  to  diminish  the  civil  and  crimina  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Courts  of  liatagordii 
Camp,  Houston,  Kerr,  Mason,  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  Donley,  Young,  Comal,  Wilson  ani 
Atascosa. 

Section'  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texai: 
That  the  County  Courts  of  the  Counties  of  Matagorda,  Camp,  Houston, 
Kerr,  Mason,  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  Donley,  Young,  Comal,  Wilson, 
and  Atascosa,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  general  jurisdiction  of  prohate 
courts;  shall  probate  wills,  appoint  guardians  of  minors,  idiots,  lunatics^ 
persons  non-compos  mentis  and  common  drunkards;  grant  letters  testa- 
mentary; settle  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  guardians; 
transact  all  business  appertaining  to  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  mi- 
nors, idiots,  lunatics,  persons  non  compos  mentis  and  common  drunkards, 
including  the  petition,  settlement  and  distributions  of  estates  of  deceased 
persons,  and  to  apprentice  minors  as  prescribed  by  law;  and  to  issue  all 
writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  its  jurisdiction,  and  to  punish  con- 
tempts under  such  provisions  as  are,  or  may  be  provided  by  general  law 
goveining  county  courts  throughout  the  State,  and  to  have  and  toexerciit 
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general  jurisdiction  over  questions  of  eminent  domain,  as  prescribed  bj 
law,  but  said  county  courts  shall  have  no  other  jurisdiction  civil  or  crim.- 
inal. 

Sfia  2.  It  shall  be  the  di^ty  of  the  county  clerks  of  Matagorda,, 
Camp,  Houston,  Mason,  Kerr,  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  Donley,  Young, 
Comal,  Wilson,  and  Atascosa  counties,  within  twenty  days  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  to  make  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  all  orders,  on 
their  respective  dockets  in  cases  now  pending  in  the  county  courts  of 
said  counties  respectively,  of  which  cases,  by  the  terms  of  this  act  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  district  courts,  and  to  deliver  said  trans- 
cript together  with  the  original  papers,  and  a  certified  bill  of  costs  in 
each  case,  to  the  clerks  of  the  district  courts  in  their  respective  counties, 
and  said  district  clerks  shall  enter  said  cases  on  their  respective  dockets 
for  trial  by  said  district  courts,  and  all  process  now  issued  and  returna- 
ble to  the  county  courts  of  said  counties  respectively  of  which  the  district 
courts  of  said  counties  has  been  given  jurisdiction  by  this,  act,  shall  be  re- 
turnable to  thie  district  court  of  said  county  by  the  officer  executing  the 
same,  and  all  cases  transferred  by  this  act  shall  stand  as  appearance  cases 
in  said  district  courts,  and  shall  be  tried  by  said  district  courts  as  othec 
eases.  And  the  district  court  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  heretofore  vested  in  said  county  courts  by  the  Con- 
stitution  and  laws,  and  not  divested  by  this  act. 

Ssa  3.  That  all  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sbc.  4.  That  in  order  to  save  much  unnecessary  expense  to'the  citi- 
zens of  Matagorda,  Camp,  Houston,  Mason,  Kerr,  San  Patricio,  Live 
Oak,  Donley,  ^Toung,  Comal,  Wilson  and  Atascosa,  an  imperative  public 
necessity  exists,  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  should  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended,  and  the 
same  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  16,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  create  a  Commission  of  Arbi- 
tration and  Award  and  define  the  powers  and  duties  thereof  and  to  make  appropriation 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  thereof,  approved  Feby  9th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas. 
That  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  create  a  commission  of 
arbitration  and  award  and  to  define  the  powers  and  duties  thereof  and 
to  make  appropriation  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  judges  thereof  approved 
Feby  9th  1881,  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Section  1.  A  Commission  of  arbitration  and  award,  to  consist  of 
three  persons  learned  in  the  law  to  Jbe  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  if  in  session,  or  without  such  ad- 
vice and  consent,  if  not  in  session,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years 
from  Oct.  1st  1883,  and  receive  for  their  services  the  same  salaries  as  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  cre- 
ated to  be  styled  the  Commission  of  Appeals  of  the  State  of  Texas.  In 
case  of  a  vacancy  on  said  commission  oy  death  or  resignation  of  any 
member  thereof  during  the  vacation  of  the  Legislature,  it  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  Governor  to  fill  the  same  by  appointment  and  the  person  so 
appointed  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature 
after  the  appointment. 

Sec.  2.  That  in  addition  to  the  powers  and  duties  now  conferred  by 
said  act  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Appeals  of  this  State  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  refer  to  the  Commissioners  of  Ap- 
peals of  the  State  of  Texas,  any  civil  case  or  cases  now  or  hereafter  pend- 
ing before  said  Courts  for  examination  .and  report  thereon:  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Appeals  in  order 
to  relieve  the  dockets  of  said  Courts  of  the  great  number  of  cases  now 
encumbering  them  from  time  to  time  to  refer  to  said  Commissioners  of 
Appeals,  so  many  of  said  cases  now  or  hereafter  pending  in  said  courts  as 
may  be  reasonably  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  same,  at  the  several 
.  sessions  thereof,  having  respect  in  such  reference  to  the  length  of  time 
such  cases  may  haVe  been  pending  as  well  as  to  promote  an  early  dispo- 
sition of  the  ca^es  on  the  docket. 

Sec.  3.  When  said  commissioners  of  appeals  have  considered  and 
determined  upon  the  proper  disposition  of  any  case  referred  to  the  same 
according  to  section  2  of  this  actj  their  opinion  shall  be  submitted  to- 
gether with  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  case,  to  the  court  from  which  the 
case  was  referred,  and  the  record  shnll  be  returned  therewith.  The  re- 
ports so  made  may  be  used  by  the  respective  courts  to  facilitate  them  in 
reaching  a  conclusion  upon  the  law  and  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Sec.  4.  The  opinions  of  said  commissioners  of  appeals  in  cases 
referred  to  them  by  the  supreme  court,  when  adopted  by  said  court, 
shall  be  published  as  the  opinions  thereof  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  That  in  cases  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  appeals  under 
this  act  the  papers  thereof  shall  not  be  refiled  in  said  commission  and 
only  such  additional  costs  as  may  be  essential  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  hereof  shall  be  incurred  by  the  parties  to  such  cases  by  reason 
of  the  reference  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  That  section  one  of  this  act  which  provides  for  a  continuance 
of  the  Commission  of  Appeals  for  two  years  from  October  list  1883  shall 
not  take  effect  until  October  1st  1883  and  it  shall  become  inoperative  at 
said  time  in  case  an  amendment  to  the  judiciary  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  shall  before  then  be  submitted  by  the  Legislature  to  the 
electors  of  the  State  and  adopted  by  the  people  providing  for  an  increase 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sec.  V.  The  accumulation  of  business  on  the  dockets  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Appeals  is  so  great  as  to  improperly  retard  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  and  this  with  the  fact  that  the  great  number  of  bills 
awaiting  consideration  by  the  Legislature,  may  jeopardize,  for  want  of 
time,  the  passage  of  this  act,  creates  an  imperative  public  emergency  for 
the  immediate  passage  of  this  act  and  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended  as  a  public  necessity  requires 
this  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  March  20,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Art.  838,  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  838,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

LEE   COUNTY. 

Article  838.  Beginning  in  Washington  County  at  the  north  corner 
of  the  most  northwestern  De  Witt  survey;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
janction  of  Alligator  and  Turkey  creeks;  thence  down  Turkey  creek  to 
its  junction  with  Cedar  creek;  thence  down  Cedar  creek  to  its  confluence 
with  the  Yeuga;  thence  up  the  Yeuga  to  the  mouth  of  East  Yeuga;  thence 
up  East  Yeuga  to  the  point  where  said  stream  is  crossed  'by  ti.e  Milam 
and  Burleson  County  line;  thence  WMth  said  line  to  where  it  intersects  the  , 
northeast  boundary  of  the  Richard  Ross  survey;  thence  in  a  direct  line 
to  the  southeast  corner  of  Williamson  county;  thence  with  the  southeast 
hne  of  Williamson  county,  south  71  degrees  west  to  a  point  in  the  north- 
east line  of  the  Isaac  Cosner  league  on  the  line  of  Bastrop  county;  thence 
with  the  Bastrop  county  line  to  a  point  in  said  line  nearest  the  east  corner 
of  the  Elias  Marshall  survey;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  David  G.  Green  survey  in  Fayette  county;  thence  in  a  di- 
rect line  to  the  west  corner  of  the  A.  J.  Thompson  survey;  thence  with 
the  northwest  boundary  line  of  the  same,  and  with  the  northwest  bound- 
ary line  of  the  Wood  Taylor  and  the  most  northwestern  DeWitt  survey, 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session,  and  the  best 
interests  of  said  county,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  be 
suspended  and  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so 
'enacted. 

Approved  March  20,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Aa  Act  to  amend  Chapter  2,  Title  8  of  the  Penal  Code  by  adding  thereto  Article  198a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  chapter  2,  title  8  of  the  Penal  Code  of  this  State  be  amended  by 
adding  thereto  another  article  to  be  styled  198a  which  shall  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Aeticle  198a.  Any  person  suspected  of  violating  any  quarantine  law 
or  regulation,  and  who,  upon  being  sworn  by  any  one  authorized  to  ad- 
ministejr  an  oath  by  the  provisions  of  any  law  of  this  State,  shall  know- 
ingly swear  falsely  about  any  matter  concerning  which  the  quarai^tine 
laws  and  regulations  permit  examination,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
false  swearing,  and  shall  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Sec  2.  There  being  no  provisions  of  the  Penal  Code  providing  ade- 
quate punishment  for  violations  of  the  quarantine  laws,  rules  or  regula- 
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lions,  therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  exiiir' 
for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  ott» 
three  several  days  and  that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  and  after  iw 
passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  21,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  4232  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  adoptetl 
by  the  regular  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Teias:: 
That  article  4232  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas^ 
adopted  by  the  regular  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Legislature,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  so  amended  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to-witr 

"Article  4232.  A  bell  of  at  least  thirty  pounds  weight,  or  a  steant 
"  whistle,  shall  be  placed  on  each  locomotive  engine,  and  the  whistle- 
"  shall  be  blown,  or  the  bell  rung,  at  the  distance  of  at  least  eighty  rodft. 
"  from  the  place  where  the  railroad  shall  cross  any  public  road  or  street,^ 
"  and  that  such  bell  shall  be  kept  ringing  until  it  shall  have  crossed  such 
"public  road  or  stopped,  and  each  locomotive  engine  approaching  &. 
"  place  where  two  lines  of  railway  cross  each  other,  shall,  oef ore  reach- 
"mg  such  railroad  crossing,  be  brought  to  a  full  stop;  and  any  engineei 
"  having  charge  of  such  engine,  and  neglecting  to  comply  with  any  of 
"  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  five 
"  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  such  neglect,  and  the  cofpor- 
"  at  ion  operating  such  railroad  shall  be  liable  for  all  damages  which  shall 
"be  sustained  by  any  person  by  reason  of  any  such  neglect." 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  and  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  law  in  force  to  compel  engineers  in  charge  of  trains,  to  comply 
'with  the  necessary  regulations  in  reference  to  railroad  crossings,  createi^ 
an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  authorizing  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  severaH 
days>  and  demanding  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  ao^ 
after  its  passage;  and  it  is  accordingly  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  21,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

An  Act  to  validate  certain  surveys  heretofore  informally  or  defectively  made,  in  locatiig 
the  county  school  lands  of  this  State. 

Sectiok  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texasr 
That  the  surveys  of  all  county  school  lands  heretofore  made,  either  ac- 
tually on  the  ground  or  by  protraction,  and  returned  into  the  Generrf 
Land  Office,  according  to  law,  and  upon  which  patents  have  issued,  are 
hereby  declared  valid  surveys,  and  the  title  to  the  lands  included  withii> 
the  lines  of  said  surveys,  as  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office,  is  hereby 
vested  in  the  counties  for  which  the  same  were  made;  and  in  all  such  snf- 
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^eys  the  call  for  distance  shall  have  precedence  and  control  calls  fot 
iivers  or  natural  objects,  when  the  calls  for  distance  will  give  the  quan- 
tity of  land  intended  to  be  included  in  the  survey,  and  the  calls  for  nat- 
niral  objects  or  rivers  will  nbt;  provided,  this  act  shall  not  divest  any 
vested  right. " 

Sec.  2.  That  whereas,  great  loss  may  occur  from  any  delay  in  the  final 
•passage  of  this  bill,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  con- 
stitutional rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  sus- 
^nded,  and  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
.and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  21,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

An  Act  to  reorganize  the  twelfth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  twenty-ninth,  thirty-fourth  and 
ihirty-fifth  judicial  districts,  and  to  fix  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  therein;  to  change 
times  for  holding  tho  district  courts  in  the  seventh  and  fourteenth  judicial  districts,  and  in 
the  counties  of  Kaufman,  Sabine,  San  Augustine  and  .Nacogdoches,  and  to  provide  for  a 
district  attorney  in  the  sixteenth  judicial  district. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  from  and  aft^r  the  first  day  of  July  1883,  the  counties  of  Stephens, 
Shackelford,  Jones,  Callahan,  Taylor,  Nolan,  Mitchell, 'Howard,  Runnells, 
Eastland  and  the  unorganized  Counties  of  Stonewall,  Fisher,  Scurry,  Kent, 
Garza,  Borden,  Martin,  Dawson,  Lynn,  Terry,  Yoakum,  Gaines  and  An- 
drews, be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  the  twelfth  Judicial  Dis- 
i;rict.  That  the  district  courts  in  the  said  district  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In 
the  county  of  Stephens  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and  may 
•continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Shackelford  on  the  third 
Mondays  in  Feb.  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  Jones  on  the  fourth  Mondays  after  the  first  Monday  in 
Feb.  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the 
oounty  of  Howard  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb. 
und  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of 
Mitchell  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sep- 
tember, and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  No- 
lan on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and 
may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Taylor  on  the  elev- 
enth Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and  may  continue 
in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Runnels  on  the  thirteenth  Mon- 
day after  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and  may  continue  in  ses- 
sion one  week;  in  the  county  of  Callahan  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  af- 
ter the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks;  in  the  county  of  Eastland  on  the  seventeenth  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  Feb.  and  Sept.  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the 
business  before  it  is  disposed  of;  that  the  unorganized  county  of  Stone- 
wall shall  be  attached  to  the  county  of  Jones;  the  county  of  Fisher  to 
the  county  of  Nolan;  and  the  counties  of  Garza,  Kent  and  Scurry  to  the 
^unty  of  Mitchell;  the  counties  of  Yoakum,  Terry,  Lynn,  Borden, 
Dawson,  Martin,  Gaines  and  Andrews  to  the  county  of  Howard  for  judi- 
<>ial  purpeses.  ^  , 

Sec.  2.    The  district  courts  in  the  fourteenth  judiciaMistB^^nall  be 
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hereafter  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Falls,  on  the  third  Mondays  in 
February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Bell  on  the  fifth  Mondays  after  the  third  Mondays  in  Febru- 
ary and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  seven  weeks;  in  the  county 
of  McLennan  on  the  twelfth  Mondays  after  the  third  Mondays  in  Feb- 
ruary and  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks;  provided, 
that  this  act  shall  not«take  effect  as  to  Bell  and  Falls  counties  until  the 
first  day  of  April,  1883,  and  the  next  term  of  court  for  Bell  county  shall 
begin  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1883,  and  continue  in  session  five 
weeks. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  district  court  in  and  for  Kaufman  county  be  begun 
and  holden  on  the  twentieth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January 
and  July  in  each  year,  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks. 

Sec.  4.  That  tl^e  counties  of  Wheeler,  Oldham,  Donley,  Collings- 
worth, Greer,  Childress,  Hall,  Briscoe,  Floyd,  Parmer,  Castro,  Swisher, 
Armstrong,  Randle,  Deaf  Smith,  Potter,  Carson,  Gray,  Hemphill,  Roh- 
erts,  Hutchinson,  Moore,  Hartley,  Dallam,  Sherman;  Hansford,  Ochiltree 
and  Lipscomb,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  the  thirty-fifth 
judicial  district,  and  the  district  court  shall  be  held  in  the  counties  com- 
posing said  district  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Oldham  on  the  first 
Mondays  in  April  and  October,  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  D.nley  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and 
may  continue  in  session  four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Wheeler  on  the 
eighth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mondays  in  April  and  October,  and  may 
continue  in  session  four  weeks;  the  counties  of  Sherman,  Moore,  Potter, 
Castro,  Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Hartley  and  Dallam,  are  hereby  attached  to 
the  county  of  Oldham  for  judicial  purposes;  the  counties  of  Carson,. 
Randle,  Armstrong,  Swisher,  Floyd,  Briscoe,  Hall  and  Childress  are 
hereby  attached  to  the  county  of  Donley  for  judicial  purposes;  the  coun- 
ties of  Greer,  Collingsworth,  Gray,  Hutchinson,  Hansford,  Ochiltree, 
Roberts,  Hemphill  and  Lipscomb  are  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of 
Wheeler  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  5.  The  twenty-ninth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Parker  and  Tarrant,  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July 
1883,  the  district  court  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county 
of  Parker  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  August,  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  six  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Tarrant,  on  the  sixth  Mon- 
days after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  Augugt,  and  may  continue 
in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  counties  of  Coleman,  Burnet,  Lampasas,  Comanche 
and  Brown,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted, the  seventeenth  ju- 
dicial district:  That  district  court  shall  be  held  in  the  seventeenth  judi- 
cial district  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Comanche  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in 
the  county  of  Brown  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Coleman  on 
the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  October,  and  may  continue  in  session 
two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Burnet  on  the  second  Mondays  in  May  and 
November,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  and  in  the  county 
of  Lampasas  on  the  third  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  in  May  and 
November  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  7.  The  seventh  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  countiefl 
of  Smith,  Henderson,  Van  Zandt,  Wood,  Upshur  and  Gregg.  That  from 
and  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  A.  D.  1883,  the  term  of  the  district 
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.  court  of  the  seventh  judicial  district  «hall  be  held  annually  at  the  follow- 
ing specified  times:  In  the  county  of  Henderson  on  the  last  Monday  in 
February  and  the  third  Monday  in  August,  and  inay  continue  in  session 
three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Van  Zandt  on  the  third  Monday  after  the 
last  Monday  in  February  and  third  Monday  in  August,  and  may  continue 
in  session  four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Wood  on  the  seventh  Monday 
after  the  last  Monday  in  February  and  third  Monday  in  August  and  may 
continue  in  session  four  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Upshur  on  the  eleventh 
Monday  after  the  last  Monday  in  February  and  third  ^Monday  in  August, 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Gregg  on  the 
thirteenth  Monday  after  the  last  Monday  in  February  and  the  third  Mon- 
day in  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of 
Smith  on  the  sixteenth  Monday  after  the  last  Monday  in  February  and' 
the  third  Monday  in  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  busi- 
ness is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  8.  The  thirty  fourth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Jack,  Young,  Archer,  Clay,  Wichita,  Wilbarger,  Baylor, 
Throckmorton,  Haskell,  Knps;,  Hardeman,  King,  Cottle,  Dickens,  Motley,, 
Crosby,  Lubbock,  Hale,  Hockley,  Lamb,  Bailey,  and  Cochran,  and  the 
district  court  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Jack,  on 
the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session 
three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Clay  on  the  third  Mondays  after  the  second 
Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weoks;. 
in  the  county  of  Wichita,  on  the  sixth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mon- 
days in  January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the 
county  of  Wilbarger,  on  the  eighth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays 
in  January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks;  in  the  county 
of  Archer,  on  the  tenth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January 
and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Baylor, 
on  the  eleventh  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January'and  July, 
and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks;  in  the  county  of  Throckmorton, 
on  the  fourteenth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and 
July,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week;  in  the  county  of  Young,  on 
the  fifteenth  Mondays  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July, 
and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  The  counties  of  Hardeman 
and  Cottle  are  hereby  attached  for  judicial  purposes  to  the  county  of 
Wilbarger,  the  county  of  Haskell  to  the  county  o{  Throckmorton,  and 
the  counties  of  Knox,  King,  Dickens,  Motley,  Crosby,  Lubbock,  Hale,. 
Hockley,  Lamb,  Bailey  and  Cochran  to  the  county  of  Baylor. 

Sec.  9.  From  ani  after  July  15th  1883,  the  district  courts  in  the 
counties  of  Sabine,  San  Augustine  and  Nacogdoches,  in  the  third  judicial 
district,  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Sabine  on  the  last 
Mondays  in  January  and  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  San  Augustine  on  the  second  Mondays  after  the  last 
Mondays  in  January  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks; 
in  the  county  of  Nacogdoches,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  after  the  last 
Mondays  in"  January  and  August,  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
weeks.  The  courts  in  the  other  counties  of  said  third  district  shall  be 
held  as  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  10.  The  sixteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Williamson  and  Travis,  and  district  courts  shall  be  held 
therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Williamson,  on  the  second  Mon- 
days in  May  and  November  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks;  in* 
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the  county  of  Travis  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and  may 
continue  m  session  until  the  business  disposed  of. 

Sec.  11.  There  shall  be  a  district  attorney  for  the  sixteenth  judicial 
4i3trict,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  after  this  act  takes 
effect  as  to  said  district,  and  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  next  general 
.^election,  at  which  time  his  successor  shall  be  elected. 

Sec.  12.  This  actnshall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  as  to  the  sixteenth 
«nd '  seventeenjbh  judicial  districts,  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in 
August  A.  D.  1883. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted:  That  all  writs  and  process  retam- 
able  to  the  district  courts  of  the  several  counties  mentioned  in  this  act, 
«hall  be  returnable  to  the  first  terms  of  said  courts,  respectivelv  began 
and  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  except  as  in  this  act  wither- 
wise  provided,  and  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  no  change  had  been  made  in 
the  times  of  holding  said  courts. 

Sec.  14.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  witk  this  act,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  16.  The  fact  that  the  district  courts  of  many  counties  in  this  State 
have  more  business  than  can  be  disposed  of  within  the  time  now  allowed 
them  by  law,  and  this  act  extends  the  time  and  affords  the  necessary  re- 
lief, and  that  the  session  of  the  Legislature  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
-this  act  cannot  probably  be  reached  in  regular  order  in  time  to  secure  its 
.passage,  creates  an  emergency  and  imperative  public  necessity  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be 
.suspended  and  it  is  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and 
^fter  its  passage,  except  as  in  this  act  is  otherwise  provided,  and  it  is  so 
.enacted. 

Approved  March  27,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  951,  Title  24,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  Slate  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  951,  Title  24,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  be  so  amended  as 
to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  951.  The  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  Clerk  of  the  County 
^*  Court,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  each  make  "a  full  and  complete 
>•  report  under  oath  in  writing,  to  the  Commissioners  Court  at  each  reg- 
^'ularterm  thereof,  of  all  fines  imposed  and  judgments  rendered,  and 
>*  jury  fees  collected  in  their  respective  courts  in  favor  of  or  for  the  use 
.^*  of  the  county,  which  reports  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
**  the  county  court  of  the  county  for  which  the  same  are  made." 

Sec.  2.  And  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  March  27,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPITER  XLttl. 

in  Act  to  authoriz©  the  Secretary  of  State  to  sell  copies  of  the  General  and  Special  Laws  " 

of  the  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  copies  of 
the  General  and  Special  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas,  that  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  published,  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  per 
cdnt  above  cost  of  publishing;  provided,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  all 
laws  published  be  reserved  from  sale  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  pro- 
?ide4  further,  that  any  money  realized,  in  excess  of  the  costs  attending 
such  sale,  shall  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  general  revenue  in  the 
State  treasury.  ^ 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  endangering  the  passage  of  this  bill,  creates  an  imperative 
necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  it  is  so  suspended,  and  the  pressing 
demand  for  these  laws  creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  should  take  ef- 
fect from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  27,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  an  organization  of  a  board  to  direct,  supervise  and  control 
the  work  of  obtaining  and  presenting  statements,  accounts  and  abstracts  showing 
the  amount  and  character  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Texas  against  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  moneys  expended  by  said  State  in  protecting  her 
frontiers;  to  prepare  proper  vouchers,  and  to  obtain  and  present  necessary  proof 
in  support  of  said  claim  as  required  by  an  act  of  Cdngressf entitled* 'An 'Act  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  examine  and  report  to  Congress  the 
apiountof  all  claims  of  the  States  of  T^exas,  Colorado,  Oregon,  Nebraska,  Cali- 
farnia,  Kansas  and  Nevada,  and  the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Idaho  for 
moneys  expended,  and  indebtedness  assumed  by  said  States  and  Territories,  in  re* 
pe.liDff  invasion,  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  and  for  other  purposes;**  ap- 
proved June  27th  1883:  to  provide  means  and  to  employ  the  necessary  clerical 
force  lo  enable  said  board  to  discharge  its  duties,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Governor,  Comptroller  of  f  ublic  Accounts  and  Adjutant 
General  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  board  to  arrange  and  pre- 
sent to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  all  state- 
ments, accounts  and  abstracts,  or  other  necessary  data  as  evidence  of  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  Texas  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  moneys  expended  in  defence  of  her  frontiers,  in  accordance 
with  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  presentation  of  such  claims,  ap- 
proved June  27th  1882. 

Sec.  2.  That  said  board  shall  have  power  to  employ  such  clerical 
force  as  may  be  necessary,  at  prices  to  be.  fixed  by  the  board;  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  administer  oaths;  to  call  on  all  State  and 
county  officers  for  official  statements  that  may  be  required;  to  inspect 
and  copy  records,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  and  requisite  to  enable  ^| 
them  to  arrange,  state,  and  abstract  such  accounts  and  claims  named  ia^'''^ 
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the  first  section  of  this  act,  in  the  manner  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  under  authority  of  "said  act  of  Con- 
gress; and  to  obtain  and  submit  proof  of  the  correctness  and  justice  of 
said  claims. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  board,  if  tjiey  deem  it  advisable  and  proper,  may 
delegate  any  and  all  such  authority  as  is  herein  granted  to  them,  except 
the  power  of  approving  accounts  for  expenses  incurred  by  virtue  of  this 
act  to  any  person  or  persons  they  may  employ  or  select  to  carry  out  any 
of  the  purposes  of  this  act;  provided,  that  this  delegation  of  power  to 
any  pex*son  or  persons  so  selected  by  the  board^  shall  be  in  writing  signed 
by  the  president  of  the  board  and  attested  by  the  Adjutant  General  with 
his  official  signature  and  seal  of  office.  # 

Sec.  4.  That  said  board  are  hereby  empowered  to  expend  any  and  all 
sums  of  money  under  the  appropriation  hereinafter  made  in  this  act, 
necessary  in  searching  for,  arranging  and  presenting  statistics,  accounts, 
vouchers,  or  other  proof  requisite  to  make  out  and  sustain  the  said 
claims. 

Sec.  5.  That  said  board  when  they  shall  have  prepared  the  abstracts 
and' accounts  of  the  said  claim  of  Texas,  shall  file  the  same  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  accompanied  with  such 
vouchers  or  other  evidence  in  support  thereof  as  they  may  have  obtained. 

Sec.  6.  The  Comptroller  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  State  Treas- 
urer for  such  sums  as  may  be  required  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
upon  the  certificate  of  their  correctness  by  the  president  of  said  board, 
attested  by  the  Adjutant  General,  whether  the  same  shall  be  for  salaries 
to  clerks  or  other  help,  or  for  ordinary  or  extraordinary  expenses  made 
necessary  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  Governor  shall  be  president  of  the  board  herein  pro- 
vided for. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  for  clerical  or  other  labor  and  all 
necessary  expenses  •f  every  character  incurred  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Sec.  9.  Whereas  the  present  financial  needs  of  the  State  of  Texas  re- 
quire that  she  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  her  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
the  time  within  which  the  duties  to  be  performed  under  this  act  is  limited 
and  said  duties  and  the  work  and  labor  to  be  performed,  in  order  to 
properly  present  the  claims  and  demands,  of  the  State  of  Texas  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  are  very  great  and  arduous,  therefore 
an  emergency  exists  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  demands  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  all  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  be 
suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passao^e,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

Id  Act  tQ  amend  Article  4724,  Cliapter  8.  Title  95  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  to  fix  an^ 
equalize  the  conipensation  of  assessors  of  taxes. 

Section  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texa»: 
That  article  4724,  chapter  3,  title  95  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Article  4724,  Each  assessor  of  taxes  shall*  receive  the  following  cona- 
peos^aiian  for  his  services  which  shall  be  estimated  upon  the  total  vala^ 
of  the  property  assessed,  as  follows:  For  assessing  the  State  and  county 
taxj  on  all  sums  of  two  millions  of  dollars  or  less,  five  cents  for  each  oiXe 
hundred  dollars  of  property  assessed,  and  all  sums  over  two  millions  aad 
less  than  five  millions  of  dollars,  two  and  one  half  cents  on  each  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  all  sums  over  five  millions  of  dT)llars,  two  cents  on  each 
one  hundred  dollars.  Two-thirds  of  the  above  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Slatej  and  one-third  by  the  county,  and  for  assessing  the  poll  tax,  five 
cents  for  each  poll  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  State. 

Sec.  2,  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  emer- 
gency requiring  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills 
to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  March  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XLVL 

An  Act  to  permit  the  State  Fireman's  Associ«lion  to  erect  a  monument  in  the 
Capitol  grouods  in  the  city  of  Austin. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texa^: 
That  the  Slate  Fireman's  Association  of  Texas  be  and  they  are  hereby 
permitted  to  erect  a  monument  in  the  Capitol  grounds  in  the  city  of 
Austin,  at  such  a  place  therein  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Cap* 
itol  Board  and  the  proper  authorities  of  said  association.     # 

Sec.  2»  That  said  monument  shall  cost  said  association  not  less  than 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  names  of  only  those  firemen  who  have 
lost  their  Uvea  in  discharge  of  their  duty  as  firemen  shall  have  their 
names  engraved  on  said  monument. 

Sec,  3.  Whereas  the  patriotic  firemen  of  the  State  of  Texas  are  anx- 
ious to  begin^t  once  the  work  upon  a  monument  to  their  heroic  dead, 
and  whereas  the  days  of  this  session  of  the  Legislature  are  numbered, 
therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  exist  for  tie 
iuspension  of  the  rules  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XLVII. 

Ad  Act  to  regulatje  the  condcmQation  of  property  in  cities  and  towns  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening,  widening  or  changing  public  streets,  avenaes  or  alleys,  or  for 
water  mains,  or  sewers. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
Thai  whenever  the  city  council  of  any  incorporated  city  or  town  shall 
deem  it  necessary  to  take  any  private  property  in  order  to  open,  change 
or  widen  any  public  street,  avenue  or  alley,  or  for  the  construction  of 
water  mains,  or  sewers  within  or  without  the  limits  of  such  city  or  town, 
such  property  may  be  taken  for  such  purpose  by  making  just  compensa- 
tion to  the  owner  thereof.  If  the  amount  of  such  compensation  cannot 
be  agreed  upon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  city  council  to  cause  to  he 
stated  in  writing  the  real  estate  or  property  sought  to  be  taken,  the  name 
of  the  owner  thereof  and  his  residence  if  known,  and  file  such  statement 
with  the  county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  said  property  is  situ- 
ated. 

Sec.  2.  Upon  the  filing  of  such  statement  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
judge  in  term  time  or  vacation  to  appoint  three  disinterested  free-hold- 
ers and  qualified  voters  of  the  county  as  special  commissioners  to  assess 
the  damages  to  accrue  to  the  owner  by  reason  of  such  proposed  condem- 
nation. 

Sec.  3.  The  commissioners  so  appointed  shall  in  their  proceedings 
be  governed  and  controlled  by  the  laws  in  force  in  reference  to  the  con- 
demnation of  the  right  of  way  for  railroad  companies  and  the  assessment 
of  the  damages  therefor,  the  city  or  town  occupying  the  position  of  the 
railroad  company  and  all  laws  in  reference  to  applications  for  the  condem- 
nation of  the  right-of-way  for  railroad  companies  including  the  measure 
of  damages,  the  right  of  appeal  and  the  like  shall  apply  to  an  application 
by  a  city  or  town  under  this  act  for  the  condemnation  of  property  for  the 
purpose  of  opening,  changing,  or  widening  streets,  avenues  or  alleys,  or 
for  the  construction  of  water  mains  or  sewers,  the  city  or  town  to  occupy 
the  position  of  the  railroad  company. 

Sec.  4.  Article  478  of  the  Revised  Statutes  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed.  « 

Seo.  6.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  business  on  hand  and  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  ^lose  of  the  session  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
authorizing  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  and  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  March  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


/% 


CHAPTER  XLVIII. 


An  Act  to  provide  annual  pensions  for  the  surviving  soldiers  or  volunteers  of  the 
Texas  Revolutfon,  and  the  suryiving  signers  of  the  Declariion  of  Independence  of 
Texas,  and  the  surviTing  widows  of  such  soldiers  or  volunteers  and  signers. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  to  every  surviving  soldier  or  volunteer  who  served  in  the  war  be-  ^ 
tween  Texas  and  Mexico,  in  the  army  of  Texas,  at  any  time  between  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution  at  Gonzales  in  1835,  and  the  first  day 
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•f  January  1837,  and  to  every  surviving  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  tlje 
Independence  of  Texas,  and  to  every  survivi  ig  widow  of  any  such  soldier 
or  volunteer,  or  signer,  who  is  and  who  has  always  been  unmarried  sinoe 
the  death  of  such  soldier  or  volunteer,  or  signer,  and  so  long  aa  such 
widow  may  remain  unmarried,  there  shall  be  and  is  hereby  granted  an 
annual  pension  (jf  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  as  hereinafter  pro vide<i| 
provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  only  apply  to  resident  ciiizens  of 
this  State. 

Sec.  2.  Each  applicant  for  a  pension  under  this  act  shaU  make  appU- 
cation  in  writing  for  the  same  to  the  county  judge  of  the  county  of  hk 
or  her  residence,  and  such  applicati<^n  shall  state  the  name,  aga  and  resi- 
dence of  the  applicant;  whether  or  not  the  applicant  received  any  pension 
or  veteran  donation  land  certificate  under  any  previous  law;  a  list  of  the 
real  and  personal  property  owned  by  the  applicant,  and  the  present  value 
of  the  same;  and  what  property,  and  the  value  thereof,  that  such  appli- 
cant may  have  sold  or  conveyed  within  twelve  months  prior  to  the  date 
of  such  application.  And  in  addition  to  the  foregoing,  each  male  appli* 
cant  shall  further  state  the  time  he  rendered  such  service,  and  the  com- 
mand he  served  in;  and  each  female  applicant  shall  further  state  the 
name  of  her  deceased  husband,  the  date  of  his  death,  that  she  is  un- 
married, and  has  so  remained  ever  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  and 
shall  further  state,  as  accurately  as  she  can,  the  time  her  eaid  deceaseil 
husband  rendered  such  service,  and  the  command  he  served  in.  Should 
•  the  applicant  be  a  signer  of  such  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  a  widow 
of  such  signer,  he  or  she  shall  state  all  that  is  hereinbefore  required,  except 
as  to  the  military  service,  and  in  lieu  of  which,  it  shall  state  that  the  appli- 
cant was  a  signer  of  such  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  is  the  widow 
of  such  signer,  which  application  shall  be  subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  the 
applicant,  and  the  same  shall  be  supported  by  the  afiidavitB  of  at  lea^l 
two  credible  witnesses  who  reside  in  this  Stati-^  and  shall  show  that  the 
facts  stated  by  the  applicant  are  true,  and  that  the  applicant  is  known 
and  regarded  in  his  or  her  neighborhood  as  a  Texas  veteran,  or  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Texas  Independence,  or  the  widow  of  a  Tcjsae  veteran 
or  signer  of  Ihe  Declaration  of  Texas  Independence. 

Sec.  3.  Such  application  so  signed  by  the  applicant  and  two  credible 
witnesses,  shall  be  presented  to  the  county  judge,  who  shall  bear  evi- 
dence as  to  the  property  and  the  value  of  the  same  as  stated  in  such  applica- 
tion, and  he  shall  then  make  his  certificate  under  the  seal  of  hia  office, 
attested  by  the  clerk,  stating  his  conclusions  as  to  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  applicant,  and  also  the  value  of  the  property  Bold  or 
conveyed  by  the  applicant  within  twelve  months  previous  to  the  date  of 
his  certificate;  the  county  judge  shall  further  state  whether  or  not  he 
believes  the  applicant's  claim  for  a  pension  is  a  valid  and  just  onc^  and 
that  said  person,  veteran  or  widow,  is  in  indigent  circumstances,  pro- 
vided, that  no  applicant  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  indigent  circumstances 
who  owns  property  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  in  value.  Upon  the 
hearing  of  such  application,  the  State  shall  be  represented  by  the  county 
attorney,  or  some  other  attorney  appointed  by  the  court,  and  it  shall  $e 
the  duty  of  the  county  or  other  attorney,  to  summon  witnesses  to  testify 
in  behalf  of  the  State,  and  to  secure  such  other  testimony,  oral  or  writ- 
ten, as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State. 

Sbc.  4.  Such  application  so  prepared  and  certified  to,  shall  bo  filed 
with  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  saV 
isfy  himself  that  the  applicant  is  entitled  to  the  pension  herein  provided. 
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jutd  he  may  require  further  and  additional  proof  of  the  identity  of  the 
spplicant,  the  service  rendered,  or  of  any  otner  fact,  by  affidavit  or  rec- 
ord evidence*  provided,  no  pension  shall' be  granted  any  one  under  tbii 
act,  whoae  claim  has  been  jejeeted  by  the  Veteran  Board  of  this  State 
18  fraudulent, 

Bkq.  5.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension  under  this  act  unlesi 
it  shall  bo  made  to  appear  to  the  Comptroller  from  the  evidence  as  re- 
qtiired  in  sections  2  and  3  of  this  act,  that  said  person  or  veteran  is  in  in- 
digent circumstances,  and  is  unable  to  provide  a  necessary  suppoTt  for 
himself  or  herself. 

Sec.  tJ,  The  pension  herein  provided  for  shall  begin  on  the  first  day 
of  January  1883,.  and  shall  be  paid  quarterly  in  advance;  that  is  to  say 
tliirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  on  the  first  day  of  January,  April, 
July  and  October  of  each  year,  and  the  Comptroller  shall  draw  his  war- 
rant for  the  wame  on  the  Treasurer,  and  upon  presentation  the  Treasurer 
ehall  pay  the  same  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  which  may  be  ap- 
pToplated  for  this  purpose. 

Bkc.  7*  On  or  after  the  first  of  each  quarter  the  pensioner  shall  make 
kiB  aMdavIt,  i^tating  the  county  of  his  residence,  ana  that  he  is  the  iden- 
tical person  to  whom  a  pension  has  been  granted  under  this  act,  which 
ifiSdavit  ehall  be  supported  hy  the  affidavit  of  some  other  credible  per- 
iOn  to  the  same  fact,  and  which  affidavit  may  be  made  before  any  one 
mitliorized  to  administer  oaths,  which  affidavit  shall  be  filed  with  the 
Ooraptrollerj  and  upon  the  filing  of  the  same  the  Comptroller  shall  draw 
hm  warrant  for  the  quarter  found  to  be  due. 

Bjec.  8.  The  necessities  of  those  herein  provided  for,  creates  such  an 
emergency,  that  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  that  the  constitu- 
lionalrulo  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended, 
and  that  thia  bill  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  en- 
acted. 

Approved  March  28,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XLIX. 

Aa  Act  confirming  patents  and  surveys  by  virtue  of  headright  and  bounty  warrants 
tB#aed  under  special  laws  enacted  after  March  81st  1870  and  prior  to  April  ITth 

1816. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  surveys  and  patents  by  virtue  of  headright  or  bounty  warrants 
issued  undLU'  special  laws  enacted  after  March  the  31st  1870  and  prior 
to  April  the  11th  1876  to  which  there  is  no  valid  legal  objection  other 
i^Ean  that  sudh  special  laws  are  supposed  to  be  in  conflict  ^ith  the 
Qon@titution  then  in  force,  are  hereby  validated  and  confirmed  and 
declared  to  be  as  binding  upon  the  State  as  they  otherwise  would 
be  if  eucli  gpecial  laws  had  been  permitted  by  the  Constitution; 
provided  that,  if  such  headright  or  bounty  certificates  have  been  for- 
feited under  existing  laws  by  location  and  survey  on  appropriated  land, 
tliia  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  revive  the  same:  provided  further^  this 
aot  shall  only  apply  to  soldiers  and  heirs  and  actual  set,tljert_of  Texas, 
-^d  their  vendees,  to  whom  lands  have  been  granted. 
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Sec.  2.  The  confasion  and  uncertainty  respecting  this  class  of  titles 
creates  an  emergency  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  31,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  L. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1077  of  Chapter  3  Title  15  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
oedure  relating  to  fees  paid  for  holding  inquests. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  1077  of  chapter  3,  title  15  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
cedure be  amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Abticlb  1077.  A  justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  eittitled  for  issuing  a 
summons  for  a  jury  and  all  other  business  connected  .with  an  inquest  on 
a  dead  body  including  certifying  and  returning  the  proceeding  to  the 
proper  court,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  county;  provided, 
that  when  an  inquest  is  held  over  the  dead  body  of  a  State  penitentiary 
convict,  the  State  shall  pay  the  inquest  fees  allowed  by  law,  of  all  offi- 
cers, upon  the  approval  of  the  account  therefor  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  of  the  county  in  which  the  inquest  may  be  held,  and  the 
superintendent  of  penitentiaries;  and  provided  further,  that  no  inquest 
shall  be  held  on  the  dead  body  of  a  State  penitentiary  convict  if  said  con- 
vict died  from  disease  and  was  attended  by  a  regular  physician,  and  a 
certificate  by  said  physician  showing  said  facts,  be  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  said  convict  died,  and  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Penitentiaries. 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  this  bill  may  not  be  reached  in  the  regular  or- 
der, creates  a  necessity  for  suspending  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  and  it  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  March  31,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  1667  and  1693  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  1667  of  the  Revised  Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

"Article  1667.  At  the  first  regular  or  called  session  of  the  commis- 
"  sioners'  court  in  each  county  in  each  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as 
"practicable,  said  court  shall  select  and  appoint  some  suitable  and 
"competent  person  in  each  election  precinct,  to  serve  as  presiding 
"officer  of  elections  in  said  precinct,  and  said  appointment  shall  be 
"noted  upon  the  minutes  of  the  court;  provided,  that  the  commissioners* 
"  court  of  any  county  may  have  the  power  when  they  deem  advisable,  to 
"  appoint  two  presiding  officers  for  each  election  precinct,  one  of  whom 
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*^  shall  be  the  presiding  officer  at  the  ballot  box  used  for  the  deposit  of 
"  ballots  cast  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Unitfed 
"States,  and  members  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
"  presiding  officer  at  the  ballot  box  used  for  the  deposit  of  ballots  cast 
"for  State,  district  and  county  officers. 

Sec.  2.  That  article  1693  of  the  Revised  Statutes  be  so  amended  a» 
to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  1693.  In  all  elections  by  the  peoj)le,  the  vote  shall  be  by 
"ballot,  which  ballot  may  be  either  written  or  printed,  or  written  in  part, 
"  or  printed  in  part,  which  ballot  shall  be  deposited  in  the  ballot  box 
"  as  hereinafter  provided;  provided,  however,  that  whenever  thecommis- 
"  sioners'  court  of  any  county  shall  have  made  an  order  appointing  two 
"  presiding  officers  in  each  election  precinct,  as  provided  in  article  1667, 
"  then  one  of  said  presiding  officers  shall  be  designated  as  the  presiding 
"  officer  to  receive  and  count  and  return,  as  provided  by  law,  the  ballots 
"  for  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  tfnited  States,  and 
"  members  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  of  said  pre- 
"  siding  officers  shall  be  designated  as  the  officer  to  receive,  count  and  re- 
"turn  the  ballots  cast  for  State,  district  and  county  officers:  each  tobd 
"  provided  with  a  metallic  or  wooden  box,  to  be  used  for  said  purpose: 
"  and  all  laws  in  force  pertaining  to  the  holding  of  elections  and  making 
"  returns  thereof  shall  apply  alike  to  the  managers  of  the  election  at 
^'each  of  said  ballot  boxes. 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  tht 
Legislature,  and  the  probability  that  this  bill  will  not  become  a  law,  cre- 
ates an  imperative  public  necessity  for  dispensing  with  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house  of 
the  Legislature;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  2,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  m. 

An  Act  to  create  the  land  districts  of  Mitchell  and  Howard. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
That  the  counties  of  Mitchell,  Scurry,  Kent,  Garza,  Dickens,  Crosby  and 
Lubbock  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  the  Mitchell 
Land  District,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Mitchell  county  shall  be  the 
surveyor  of  said  district.  He  shall  keep  his  office  in  the  town  of  Colorado 
City,  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  surveys  of  land  in  said  district  shall 
be  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  counties  of  Howard,  Borden,  Lynn,  Hockley,  Cock- 
ran,  Terry,  Yoakum,  Dawson,  Gaines,  Andrews  and  Martin  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  the  Howard  Land  District,  and  the 
county  surveyor  of  Howard  county  shall  be  the  surveyor  of  said  district. 
He  shall  keep  his  office  in  the  town  of  Big  Springs,  and  the  records  of  all 
files  and  surveys  of  land  in  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  immediately  after  the  taking  effect  of  this  act  to  furnish  each  of 
the  surveyors  named  in  this  act,  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  maps  and 
field  notes  of  all  surveys  in  their  said  districts,  which  shall  be  filed  ii 
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their  said  offices  and  shall  be  publio  archives  thereof,  and  it  shall  not  be^ 
lawful  for  said  surveyors  to  make  any  sarveys  within  their  said  districts 
UDtil  said  certified  maps  and  field  notes  are  received  by  them. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act,  in  so 
far,  as  the  same  may  effect  the  land  districts  hereby  created,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  April  2,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LIIL 

An  Act  to  authorize  and  require  the  County  Commissioner's  Courts  of  the  severalT 
counties  of  this  State  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  all  claims  due  teachers  of 
public  free  schools  audited  as  valid  claims  under  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas- 
approved  August  7th  1876,  or  April  22nd  A.  D.  1879«  and  to  audit  and  pay  such 

'  claims  as  should  have  been  presented  to,  and  audited  by  the  auditorial  board  pro- 
vided by  said  acts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  County  Commissioners'  Courts  of  the  several  counties  in  this^ 
State  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  in  cases  where  any  part  of 
claims  audited  as  valid  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas  approved 
August  7th  1876,  entitled  ^^An  Act  to  ascertain  the  amounts  due  teachers- 
for  services  rendered  in  public  schools  from  September  Ist  1873  to  Jan- 
nary  Ist  1876,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  or  under  the 
act  approved  April  22nd  1879  entitled  "An  Act  to  ascertain  the  amount 
doe  teachers  for  services  rendered  in  p^ublic  schools  from  September  1st 
1873,  to  August  Ist  1876,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same'^ 
remains  unpaid,  to  cause  to  be  issued  in  favor  of  the  holder  of  such 
claim,  a  warrant  upon  the  county  treasury  against  the  school  district 
owing  such  claim,  for  the  amount  due  upon  each  claim. 

Sec.  2.  That  where  the  auditorial  boards  provided  under  said  acts  of 
1876  and  1879  failed  to  act  in  any  county,  or  where  from  any  other 
cause,  a  just  claim  was  not  presented  to,  and  audited  by  such  boards  in 
any  county  then  the  holder  of  such  claim  may  present  the  same  to  the 
Commissioners'  Court  of  such  county,  who  shall  audit  the  same  and  issue 
a  warrant  therefor  as  is  provided  in  section  1  of  this  act,  and  make 
provision  for  the  payment  thereof  as  indicated  in  section  3  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  there  should  not  be  money  enough  in  the  treasury  of 
Buch  county  belonging  to  such  school  district  to  pay  off  the  warrants  pro- 
vided for  in  sections  1  and  2  of  this  act  then  said  Commissioners'  Courts^ 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  levy  a  special  tax  upon  the  tax- 
able property  within  such  district,  to  be  collected  as  other  taxes,  suffi- 
cient to  pay  off  said  claims;  provided  that  when. in  any  county  in  which 
the  boundaries  of  the  several  school  districts  were  never  defined  nor  the^ 
amount  of  such  claims  is  found  to  be  so  small  as  not  to  justify  the  levy- 
ing of  a  separate  tax  against  such  district,  then  the  commissioners  may 
in  their  discretion  order  such  amount  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund;, 
provided  further,  that  in  counties  in  which  school  districts  were  never 
defined,  the  same  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  fund;  and  provided; 
further,  that  where  the  tax  to  be  levied  on  the  district  would  be  less  than 
one  tenth  of  one  per  cent  on  the  one  hundred  dollars^  then_it  shaU  be 
paid  out  of  the  general  fund.  ^ 
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Sec.  4.  That  all  claims  such  as  are  mentioned  m  sections  1  and  2  of 
this  act,  which  are  not  presented  to  the  several  Commissioners^  Conrta 
within  six  months  after  this  act  goes  into  effect,  shall  be  forever  barred. 

Sec.  5.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  business  on  hand,  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
authorizing  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  and  such  rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  2,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

An  Act  for  the  protection  of  the  wool  growing  interests  of  the  State  of  Texaa. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  whenever  it  appears  from  the  assessor's  rolls,  that  there  are  as  many 
as  five  hundred  sheep  owned  and  assessed  for  taxes  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners'  court  of  said  county 
upon  the  application  of  one  or  more  resident  owners  of  sheep  of  said 
county,  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  sheep,  who  shall  be  a  resident  citizen 
of  the  county,  and  well  versed  in  the  scab  and  other  diseases  which  usu- 
ally affect  sheep;  and  said  inspector  shall  hold  his  office  for  twoyears, 
or  until  his  successor  is  qualified.  Said  inspector  may  appoint  one  or  more 
deputies  who  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  may  lawfully  perform  the  same  acts  as  the  inspector  of  sheep,  who 
may  require  of  his  deputies  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty 

Sec.  2.  Said  inspector  of  sheep  shall,  within  twenty  days  after  re- 
ceiving notice  of  said  appointment,  and  before  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  execute  a  bond  with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sure- 
ties, in  a  sum  to  be  fixed  by  the  commissioners'  court,  not  less  than  one 
thousand,  nor  more  than  nve  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  the  county 
judge  and  his  successors  in  office,  conditioned  that  he  will  faithfully  and 
impartially  discharge,  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  as 
inspector  of  sheep.  Said  bond  shall  be  approved  by  the  commissioners' 
court,  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of  said  county. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  of  sheep,  or  bis  deputy, 
to  carefully  and  minutely  examine  and  inspect,  at*  any  time,  sheep  in  bis 
county,  or  which  may  be  driven  into  or  through  his  county,  and  which 
he  has  r^son  to  believe,  or  is  informed  in  writing  by  one  or  more  sheep 
owners  of  the  county,  is  affected  with  scab,  or  any  other  infectious  or 
contagious  disease- 

Sec.  4.  The  inspector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  two  cents 
per  head,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  for  all  sheep  inspected 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  provided,  the  inspector  shall  be  entitled 
to  only  one  cent  per  head  for  any  number  he  may  inspect  for  any  one 
person  in  excess  of  two  thousand  head;  in  no  one  case  shall  his  fees  ex- 
ceed fifty  dollars.  Such  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  person  in  charge 
of  the  sheep  inspected;  provided,  that  when  an  inspector  shall  inspect 
any  sheep  aad  find  no  scab  to  exist  in  the  flock  of  sheep  so  inspected,  then 
the  fees  for  such  services  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  at  whose  instance 
fluch  services  were  performed;  and  provided  further,  that  the  inspector 
ahall  have  a  lien  for  his  fee,  upon  all  sheep  inspected  by  him  and  found 
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f  be  diseased  with  scab;  also  provided,  that  if  any  owner  jor  person  in 
arge  of  sheep  affected  with  scab,  report  in  writing  to  the  county  in- 
BCtor  or  his  deputy,  that  his  sheep  are  so  affected,  and  that  he  proposes 
f  take  means  forthwith  to  cure  the  same;  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
spector  to  inspect  such  flock,  or  receive  any  fees  for  the  same  within 
renty  days  after  said  n»port,  provided,  the  inspector  in  such  cases  shall 
rescribe  limits  for  said  flock.     Provided,  that  if  after  the  expiration  of 
|ie  twenty  days  aforesaid,  the  inspector  has  received  no  notice  in  writing 
hereinafter  provided,  from  the  party  in  charge  of  said  flock,  that  he 
;s  thoroughlv  dipped  his  flock  to  cure  the  same  as  proposed,  then  the 
Ispector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  such  parties  in  charge  of  such 
leep,  the  same  fee  as  though  he  had  inspected  said  flock  and  found  the 
Ime  diseased;  provided  further,  that  no  person  shall  be  required  to  dip 
Is  ewe  sheep  if  pregnant  with  Iamb,  at  any  time  within  twenty  days  be- 
pre  or  after  lambing,  but  such  person  shall,  nevertheless  be  required  to 
pld  such  sheep  within  the  portion  of  countiry  prescribed  by  the  county  in- 
jector for  such  sheep  to  be  held  in,  during  the  time  they  are  so  effected 
tth  scab. 

|Skc.  5.  Whenever  any  flock  of  sheep,  in  any  county,  of  this  State,  has 
en  inspected  and  found  to  be  afflicted  with  scab,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
the  owner,  or  person  in  charge  of  such  flock,  to  thoroughly  dip  the 
me  within  twenty  days  from  such  inspection,  and  report  such  fact  in 
^ting,  to  the  inspector;  and  if  no  such  report  be  made  by  the  said 
raer,  or  person  in  charge  of  said  flock,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
spector  to  a^ain  inspect  said  flock,  and  may  receive  his  fees  as  here- 
before  provided. 

ISbo.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector,  or  his  deputy,  after  the 
piration  of  ninety  days  from  date  of  notification  in  writing,  that  any 
ck  that  is  diseased-^  as  provided  in  section  4,  or  from  date  of  inspec- 
bn  of  any  diseased  flock,  or  at  any  time  they  have  reason  to  suspect 
lid  flock  IS  afflicted  with  scab,  to  again  carefully  and  minutely  examine 
Id  inspect  such  flock  or  flocks,  and  if  scab  is  still  found  to  exist  in  said 
ieep,  then  the  owner  or  person  in  charge  of  such  sheep  shall  be  required 
1  again  dip  such  sheep,  as  is  required  in  the  preceding  section  of  this 
It. 

ESsc.  7.     Whenever  by  examination,  inspection  or  otherwise,  scab  is 

land  to  exist  in  any  flock  of  sheep  in  any  county,  the  inspector  shall  at 

Ice  notify  the  owner,  or  person  in  charge  thereof,  of  said  fact,  and 

jail  prescribe  certain  limits  within  which  said  flock  shall  be  herded 

Itil  cured,  provided,  no  person  shall  be  so  liu.ited  as  to  prevent  him 

ym  herding  or  keeping  his  sheep  on  his  own  lands,  or  land^  lawfully 

ntrolled  by  him,  if  the  tracts  of  said  land  be  so  contiguous  to  each 

iier,  that  in   herding  or  driving  the   sheep,  that  the  same  will   not 

or  be  upon  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  of  some  other  person;  also  pro- 

ied,  that  the  liberty  given  any  person  to  hold  diseased  sheep  anywhere 

Ion  lands  lawfully  controlled  by  him,  shall  not  in  any  way  be  construed 

[exempt  him  from  the  provisions  of  sections  5  and  6  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  8.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  owner  or  person  in  charge  of  sheep 

whirh  scab  is  found  to  exist,  to  immediately  notify  all  persons  in 

large  of  sheep  in  vicinity  of  said  flock.     And  until  he  shall  have  ob- 

ined  a  certificate  from  the  inspector  of  his  county,  that  his  flock  is 

ed,  he  shall  not  remove  the  same  from  the  limits  prescribed  by  said 

>ector. 

}ko.  0.    Any  sheep  being  driven  into  or  through  any  county  in  this 
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State,  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  some  inspector  to  thi 
effect,  that  such  sheep  are  free  from  scab;  it  shall  state  the  date  of  iih 
spection,  and  shall  not  be  older  than  sixty  days,  and  any  person  throftd 
whose  range  such  sheep  are  being  driven,  or  about  to'  be  driveni  shd 
have  the  right  to  see  said  certificate  upon  request,  and  upon  refusal  t^ 
produce  the  same  upon  request,  the  party  so  refusing  shall  be  guilty  of  % 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  in  any  stim  nol 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  provided  however,  that  said  certificate 
shall  not  exempt  said  sheep  from  inspection  at  any  time. 

{Sec.  10.     For  inspections  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding 
section,  the  inspector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sum  of  one  cent  fo 
each  head  of  sheep  covered  by  the  certificate.  '  ^ 

Skc.  11.     Any  sheep  brought  into  Texas  by  rail,  or  other  means  eg 
transportation,  shall  be  disinfected  by  dipping  or  otherwise,  before  beiiJ 
removed  from  within  a  limit  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  county  ill 
spector  at  point  of  disembarkation^  if  infected  with  scab. 

Sec.  12.  Any  inspector  of  sheep,  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  an; 
of  the  previsions  of  this  act,  or  who  shall  wilfully  and  knowingly  gi? 
a  false  certificate  in  any  case  where  he  is  required  to  give  a  certificat<| 
or  who  shall  wilfully,  and  with  intent  to  harass,  or  put  to  expense  an| 
owner  or  person  in  charge  of  sheep  notify  said  owner  oi*  person  in  chargj 
that  his  flock  is  diseased,  or  who  shall  wilfully  demand  or  receive  ad; 
fee  or  compensation  where  none  is  allowed  by  law,  shall  be  deemed  gnife 
of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  lei 
than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and  thereupon  th 
office  shall  be.deemed  vacant,  and  the  commispioners'  court  m^j  appoiri 
another  inspector  for  such  county. 

Sec.  13.     Any  owner  or  person  in  charge  of  sheep,  who  shall  wilfall 
and  knowingly  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  where  the  pen 
alty  is  not  otherwise  provided  by  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  not  less  thai 
one  hundred,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act,  be  ani 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  15.  The  present  law  upon  the  disease  of  scab  being  wholly  i 
sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  wool  growers  of  this  State,  and  the  t 
cessity  for  a  more  efficient  law  upon  the  subject,  creates  an  imperati 
public  necessity  and  an  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rule  requirinj 
this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  ac 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted 

Sec.  16.  The  counties  of  Grayson,  Freestone,  Gonzales,  Cooke,  Bol 
Coryell,  Hamilton,  Lampasas,  Morris,  Titus,  Cass,  Marion  and  Bowie,  art 
hereby  exempted  from  the  operation  of  this  law. 

Approved  April  4,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 

I  Act  to  reserve  and  set  apart  three  hundred  and  twenty -fiye  leagues  of  land  here- 
pfore  surveyed,  for  the  benefit  of  the  unorganized  counties  of  the  State  and  such 
jrganized  counties  as  may  have  located  their  four  leagues  of  school  land,  or  any 
art  thereof  in  conflict  with  valid  prior  locations  or  surveys,  or  which  may  from 
ny  cause  fail  to  get  title  to  the  four  leagues  of  land  they  are  entitled  to  under  the 

Whereas,  the  commissioner  and  the  contractor  under  an  act  entitled  ''An 

to  provide  for  designating  and  setting  apart  three  hundred  leagues 

and  out  of  the  unappropriated  public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  the 

prganized  counties,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  location  of  the 

Qe,"   approved  March  26th    1881   have  surveyed  three  hundred  and 

jenty-five  leagues.    And  whereas,  some  of  the  four  leagues  of  land  sur- 

p^ed  for  some  of  the  organized  counties  of  this  State,  have  been  located 

onfiict  with  other  older  surveys;  and  whereas,  other  instances  of  this 

Id  may  arise,  therefore, 

pscTiON  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
at  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  leagues  of  land  hptetofore  sur- 
ged under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  des- 
lating  and  setting  apart  three  hundred  leagues  of  land  out  of  the  unap- 
Ipriated  public  domain,  for  the  benefit  of  the  unorganized  counties  of 

I  State,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  and  location  of  the  same,  ap- 
ftved   March   16th  A.  D.  1882,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart  and 

II  constitute  a  reservation  out  of  which  each  of  the  unorganized  coun- 
of  this  State,  as  it  may  be  organized,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 

Ir  leagues  of  land  for  free  school  purposes,  and  out  of 'which  such  or- 
pized  counties  of  this  State,  as  may  have  located  their  certificate  for 
Ir  leagues  of  school  land  in  conflict  with  or  upon  land  already  appro- 

ated  by  valid  prior  location  and  survey,  or  wnich  from  any  cause  have 
led  to  get  title  to  their  four  leagues  of  school  land,  shall  be  entitled 
Bive  so  much  of  said  land  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  to  any 
Ih  county  the  number  of  acres  it  may  be  entitled  to  from  any  cause,  or 
It  may  be  declared  to  be  in  conflict  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
ii Land  OfiSoe. 
PEC.  2.     Each  of  said  leagues  of  land  shall  be  numbered  by  the  Com- 

Bioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  the  order  in  which  it  was  sur- 
Jred,  by  the  contractor  or  contractors,  beginning  at  number  one  and  ex- 
Iding  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  as  each  of  the  unore:anized 
pties  in  this  State  shall  be  organized,  such  county  shall  be  entitled 
the  first  four  leagues  out  of  the  reservation  authorized  by  this  act, 
iich  shall  not  have  been  patented  to  other  counties  for  free  school  pur- 
les.  Upon  the  payment  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  the  actual  costs 
surveying  fees  and  legal  interest  thereon  from  time  of  payment  by  the 
jXe  and  upon  the  payment  of  such  costs  and  interest,  the  Commissioner 
[the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby  required  to  issue  patents  to  said 
Unty  for  four  leagues  of  land  as  above  provided,  but  said  counties  shall 
';  be  required  to  pay  patent  fees  for  said  patents, 
t$BC.  3.  Any  organized  county  in  this  State,  shall  in  like  manner  as 
j>vided  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  be  entitled  to  receive  so 
|ch  of  said  land,  not  exceeding  four  leagues,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  se- 

I  to  any  such  county,  the  nuniber  of  acres  of  land  heretofore  located  by 
ih  countj)  and  which  shall  be  declared  to  be  in  conflict  with  prior  loca- 
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tions,  and  surveys  by.  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OflSce  or  by 
the  decree  or  judgment  of  any  court  having  jurisdiction  pf  the  subject  mat- 
ter. And  it  shall  b^  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  upon  the  written  application  of  the  county  judge  and  any  two  of  ; 
the  county  commissioners,  accompanied  by  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office,  or  a  certified  copy  of  such  decree  or  judg- 
ment, to  issue  patents  to  such  county  upon  the  same  conditions  and; 
in  like  manner,  as  is  provided  for  unorganized  counties.  Provided,  if  ^ 
any  such  county  should  be  entitled  to  receive  a  quantity  less  than  one- 
league,  such  land  shall  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  8u<;h  county,  in  a. 
square  figure  with  at  least  two  lines  thereof  (where  more  than  one  line  is 
run)  commencipg  on  lines  of  original  survey  as  may  be  selected  by  the- 
county  judge  of  the  county  that  is  entitled  to  the  survey. 

Sec.  4.  The  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  the  contractor  at  the  coo-- 
tract  price,  for  surveying  said  additional  twenty-five  leagues. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  law#^in  conflict  with  this  act,  btr 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  April  V,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Sections  three  (8).  six  (8),  and  ten  (10)  of  an  act  in  relation  to  as--  \ 
signments  for  tbe  benefit  of  creditors,  and  to  regulate  the  sanle  and  the  proceed*- 
ings  thereunder,  approved  March  24th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,. 
That  section  three  (3)  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
entitled  **An  Act  in  relation  to  assignments  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
and  to  regulate  the  same  and  the  proceedings  thereunder,"  approved" 
March  24th  A.  D.  1879,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  it 
shall  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to- wit: 

"  Section  3.  Any  debtor  desiring  so  to  do,  may  make  an  assignment 
for  the  benefit  of  such  of  his  creditors  only  as  will  consent  to  accept 
their  proportional  share  of  his  estate,  and  discharge  him  from  their  re-- 
spective  claims,  and  in  such  case  the  benefits  of  the  assignment  shall  be 
limited  and  restricted  to  the  creditors  consenting  thereto,  and  such  debtor- 
shall  thereupon  be  and  stand  discharged  from  all  further  liabilities  to 
such  consenting  creditors  on  account  of  their  respective  claims,  and  when* 
paid  they  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  asssignee  for  the  debtor  a  re- 
lease therefrom;  provided,  that  such  debtor  shall  not  be  discharged  from 
liabilities  to  a  creditor  who  does  not  receive  as  much  as  one-third  of  the> 
amount  due  and  allowed  in  his  favor  as  a  valid  claim  against  the  estate* 
of  such  debtor." 

Ssa  2.  That  section  six  (6)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is,Jiereby 
amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to-wit: 

'*  Section  6.  Every  such  assignee  shall  be  a  resident  of  this  State  and! 
of  the  county  in  which  the  assignor  resides,  or  in  which  his  principal  busi- 
ness was  conducted,  and  he  shall  forthwith  after  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  the  deed  of  assignment,  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  as  herem^ 
provided,  in  the  county  of  such  assignee's  residence,  and  also  in  every- 
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eonnty  in  which  there  is  any  real  property  conveyed  to  him  by  such  deed 
of  asssignment,  and  shall  execute  a  bond,  with  sureties,  to  be  approved 
by  the  judge  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  in  which  the  assignee  re- 

►  sides,  or  by  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  judicial  district  in 
which  such  county  is  situated,  conditioned  that  he  will  faithfully  dis- 
charge his  duties  as  such  assignee,  and  that  he  will  make  proportional 
distribution  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  assigned  estate  among  the  creditoi's 
entitled  thereto,  which  bond  shall  be  payable  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
shall  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  such  assignee 
resides,  and  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  assignor,  and  the  creditor,  or 
creditors,  who  may  maintain  an  aption  thereon  against  such  assignee  and 
sureties,  in  his  or  their  own  name,  jointly  or  severally,  for  any  breach 
thereof,  or  violation  of  this  law,  by  reason  of  which  such  assignor  or  cred- 
itor shall  sustain  damage,  and  upon  the  filing  of  said  bond  the  assignee 
shall  take  possession  of  the  assigned  property,  and  proceed  to  execute  the 
assignment,  and  if  such  assignee  shall  not,  within  five  days  after  the  de- 
livery of  the  deed  of  assignment,  execute  an  approved  bond  and  file  the 
same  with  the  county  clerk,  as  herein  provided,  such  assignment  shall, 

1  nevertheless,  take  effect  as  against  the  assignor  and  his  creditors,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  judge,  or  judge  of  the  distrfct  court,  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  application  of  the  assignor,  or  any  creditor,  and  be- 
ing satisfied  that  such  bond  has  not  been  given,  approved  and  filed,  to 
appoint  in  writing  another  competent  assignee,  who  shall,  ij^on  the  exe- 
cution of  such  bond,  approved  and  filed  as  herein  provided,  take  posses- 
sion of  the  assigned  property,  and  proceed  to  execute  the  assignment. 
And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  no  fraudulent  act,  intent  or  purpose  of  the 

.  assignor  or  assignee  shall  have  the  effect  to  defeat  the  assignment  or  to 
deprive  the  creditor's  consenting  thereto  from  the  benefits  thereof,  but 
any  such  fraudulent  act,  intent  or  purpose  on"  the  part  of  the  aesignee 

^  shall  be  sufiicient  cause  for  his  removal,  as  being  an  unsuitable  person  to 
perform  the  trust,  and  any  consenting  creditor  may  be  or  become  a  party 
to  proscute  or  defend  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  necessary  or  proper  for 
the  enforcement  of  his  rights  under  such  assignments,  or  for  the  protec- 
tion of  his  interests  in  the  as3igned  property." 

Sec.  3.     That  section  ten  (10)  of  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby 
amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to-wit: 

**  Sec.  10.  No  assignment  shall  be  declared  fraudulent  or  void  for 
want  of  any  inventory  or  list,  as  provided  herein,  but  the  absence  of  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  assignor  or  debtor 
has  concealed  or  secreted  some  of  his  estate  from  his  assignee  or  credi- 
tors, and  whether  the  said  list  and  inventory  be  prepared  and  filed  or 
not,  the  judge  of  the  district  or  county  court,  in  whose  court  the  pro- 
ceedings shall  have  been  filed,  and  having  jurisdiction  of  the  estate  as- 
signed, may,  on  the  application  of  the  assignee,  or  of  any  creditor  of  the- 
assignor  or  debtor,  or  without  such  application,  if  the  judge  see  fit,  at  all 
times  require,  upon  such  reasonable  notice  as  the  judge  may  direct,  the 
assignor  or  debtor,  or  any  other  person,  to  attend  and  submit  to  an  ex- 
amination, on  oath,  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  disposition  made,  or 
status  of  the  property  of  the  estate  assigned,  including  all  transac- 
tions in  the  past  bearing  upon  the  rights  of  the  assignee  or  creditors 
with  respect  to  the  estate  in  assignment,  as  contemplated  in  law.  The 
judge  may  enforce  attendance  and  obedience  to  the  orders  made  by  a 
-,writ  or  order  directed  to  the  sheriff,  or  any  constable,  commanding  the 
arrest  of  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  writ  or  order,  to  be  brought  be- 
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fore  the  judge  at  a  time  named  for  the  purpose  of  examination,  as  pro- 
vided herein,  and  sach  examination  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall  bo 
signed  by  the  persons  examined,  and  shall  be  filed  and  attested  or  sworn 
to  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  wherein  the  proceedings  are  pending,  for 
the  use  of  those  interested  in  the  estate;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  no 
assignor  or  debtor  shall  be  prosecuted  or  punished  for  any  matter  or  thing 
;disclosed  by  him  on  such  examination  as  had  above.  The  costs  of  anch 
proceedings  to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate  assigned,  or  by  the  applicant  for 
.the  exammation,  as  the  judge  in  each  case  may  deem  right  and  proper 
to  order.  , 

Sec.  4.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  authorizing  the  suspension  of  the  rule  requirin^^ 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  such  rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  7,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LVIL 

An  Act  authorizing  cities  on  the  Qoast  of  Texas,  to  appropriate  money  and  to  issue 
bonds  for  improvement  of  their  harbors,  and  of  the  bars  at  the  entrance  thereof, 
and  to  levy  a  tax  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  boards  of  aldermen  or  other  constituted  municipal  authorities 
of  cities  bordering  on  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  appropriate  money  to  improve,  and  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  their  harbors  and  of  the  bars  at  the  entrance  thereof ; 
provided,  that  they  shall  not  thereby  increase  their  aggregate  debt  be- 
jond  the  amount  of  indebtedness  limited  by  their  charters  respectively; 
such  appropriations  to  be  made  out  of  any  surplus  funds  which  may  at 
any  time  be  on  hand,  and  by  the  use  or  sale  of  any  bonds  heretofore 
authorized  to  be  issued;  provided,  such  bonds  are  not  needed  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  specially  authorized;  and  also  if  necessary 
therefor,  to  issue  and  dispose  of  bonds  with  interest  coupons  attached, 
in  such  amounts  as  may  be  necessary,  not  to  exceed  the  limit  of  indebt- 
edness fixed  by  their  charters. 

Sec.  2.  The  city  council  or  other  constituted  municipal  authorities, 
as  the  case  may  be,  shall  levy  an  annual  ad  valorem  tax  on  the  property 
in  said  city,  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  create  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  redemption  of  said  bonds,  as  required  by  the  Constitution. 
.  Sec.  3.  The  interest  on  said  bonds  shall  be  paid  semi-annually,  and 
it  shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent. 

Sec.  4.     Said  bonds  shall  not  be  sold  at  less  than  par. 

Sec  5.  Whereas,  the  great  demand  for  harbor  improvements  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session,  cre- 
ates an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  for  the  suspension  of 
the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  ^nd  it  is  so 
suspended,  and  that  the  same  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  7,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passasce.  r^  i 
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CHAPTER  LVm. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  4462  of  tb  /  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Legislature  of  th^  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  4462  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statiites  of  the  State  of  Texas 
shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  4462.  The  chief  clerk  of  the  Comptroller's  Office,  the  chief 
clerk  and  receiving  clerk  of  the  General  Land  Office,  the  chief  clerk  of. 
the  State  Department,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasurer's  Office,  and  each 
librarian  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  receive  such  salaries  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sbc.  2.  The  early  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  fact  that 
appropriations  must  be  made  for  the  support  of  these  officers,  creates  an 
imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  this  act  take  effect  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  7, 1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  2403,  Chapter  3,  Title  42,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 

the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  2403,  Chapter  3,  Title  42,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of 
the  State  of  Texas  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"Article  2403.  The  county  treasurer  shall  receive  commissions  oa 
the  moneys  received  and  paid  out  by  him,  said  commissions  to  be  fixed  by 
order  of  the  commissioners'  courts  as  follows:  For  receiving  and  pay- 
ing out  moneys  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  not  exceeding  one  per  cent; 
for  receiving  any  other  moneys  for  the  county  not  exceeding  two  and 
one-half  per  cent,  and  not  exceeding  two  and  one-half  per  cent  for  pay- 
ing out  the  same;  provided,  in  counties  where  the  treasurer's  fees  under 
this  article  amount  to  less  than  four  hundred  dollars,  the  commissioners* 
court  may  increase  the  per  cent  to  such  a  rate  as  will  secure  the  said 
county  treasurer's  fees  not  more  than  four  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
provided,  that  such  increased  compensation  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  gen- 
eral revenues  of  the  county;  and  provided  further,  that  this  act  shall, 
apply  only  to  counties  in  which  the  bond  required  of  the  treasurer  shall 
be  as  much  as  twenty  thousand  dollars." 

Sec.  2.  The  fact  that  in  many  counties  of  the  State  the  compensation 
of  the  county  treasurers  is  so  grossly  inadequate  as  to  induce  the  fear 
that  the  office  will  be  vacant,  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative 
public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  accordingly  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  7,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  LX. 

An  Act  to  atneDd  Article  1134  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
and  to  add  Article  1184a,  requiring  county  judges  now  in  office  to  give  officii  1 
bonds. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  Of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  1134  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Article  1134.  The  county  judge  shall,  before  entering  on  the  duties 
of  his  office,  execute  a  bond  with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sure- 
ties, to  be  approved  by  the  commissioners'  court  of  his  county  in  a  sum 
*of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars, 
the  amount  of  said  bond  to  be  determined  and  fixed  by  the  county  com- 
missioners' court,  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  his  county  conditioned  that 
he  will  pay  over  to  the  person  or  officer  entitled  to  receive  it,  all  moneys 
that  may  come  into  his  hands  as  county  judge,  within  thirty  days  after 
he  shall  have  received  the  same,  and  take  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  in 
the  Constitution,  and  the  further  oath  required  of  the  several  members 
of  the  commissioners'  court. 

Sec.  2.  That  an  additional  article  shall  be  inserted  in  the  Revised 
Civil  Statutes,  to  read  as  follows,  viz; 

Article  1134a.  That  the  county  judges  now  in  office  in  this  State, 
shall  within  thirty  days  after  this  act  takes  effect,  execute  bonds  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  upon  the 
failure  of  the  county  judge  of  any  county  to  execute  such  bond  within 
thirty  days  or  before  the  next  regular  term  of  the  commissioners'  court  o! 
such  county,  after  the  expiration  of  said  thirty  days,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  court  to  declare  the  office  of  county  judge  vacant,  and  proceed 
at  once  to  fill  such  vacancy  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas  under  the  laws  now  in  force  a  large  amount  of  the 
county  funds  are  collected  by  the  county  judge  from  those  hiring  county 
convicts:  and  whereas,  a  larg«  amount  of  the  school  fund  belonging  to 
the  counties  pass  through  his  hands;  and  whereas;  there  is  no  adequate 
protection  for  such  funds  under  the  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State; 
therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  exists  for  the 
immediate  passage  of  this  act:  It  is  therefore  enacted  that  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended^ 
and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be-in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER   LXL 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  lfi78, 1698,  1699,  1700.  1705,  1707,  1708  and  1709  of  the 
Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  articles  1678,  1698,  1699,  1700,  1706,  1707,  1708  and  1709  of  the 
Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  so  amended  as  to  here- 
after read  as  follows: 

Article  1678.     The  presiding  officer,  judges  and  clerks  of  election 
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shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  compensation  for  their  services,  the  sum 
of  two  dollars  each,  for  each  day,  and  two  dollars  for  each  night,  for 
each  and  every  day  and  night,  necessarily  employed  by  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties;  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurer  of 
the  county  where  Huch  services  are  rendered,  upon  the  order  of  the  com- 
missioners' court  of  such  county;  provided,  they  shall  receive  compen- 
sation^for  not  more  than  one  day  and  one  night. 

Article  1698.  When  the  ballots  have  all  been  counted,  the  managers 
of  the  election  in  person  shall  make  out  triplicate  returns  of  the  same, 
certified  to  be  correct,  and  signed  by  them  officially,  showing,  first,  the 
total  number  of  votes  pofled  at  such  box;  second,  the  number  polled  for 
each  candidate,  one  of  which  returns,  together  with  poll  lists  and  tally 
lists,  shall  be  sealed  up  in  an  envelope  and  delivered  by  one  of  the 
managers  of  election  to  tte  county  judge  of  the  county;  another  of 
said  returns,  together  with  poll  lists  and  tally  lists,  shall  be  delivered 
by  one  of  the  managers  of  election  to  the  clerk^  of  the  county  court 
of  the  county,  to  be  kept  by  him  in  his  office  open  to  inspection  by  the 
public  for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  the  election;  and  the  other  of 
said  returns,  poll  and  tally  lists  shall  be  kept  by  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  election  for  twelve  months  from  the  day  of  election. 

Article  1699.  In  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  county  judge,  or 
the  absence,  failure  or  inability  of  that  officer  to  act,  the  election  re- 
turns shall  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  .of  the  county  court  of  the  county, 
who  shall  safely  keep  the  same  in  his  office,  and  he,  or  the  county  judge, 
as  the  case  may  be,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  county  commissioners' 
court  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  to  open  and  compare  the  polls. 

Article  1700.  The. election  returns  shall  be  delivered  as  provided  in 
the  two  preceding  articles,  on  or  before  the  Monday  next  following  the 
day  of  election. 

Article  1705.  On  the  Monday  next  following  the  day  of  election, 
and  not  before,  the  county  commissioners'  court  shall  open  the  election 
returns,  and  estimate  the  result,  recording  the  state  of  the  polls  in  each 
precinct  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose;  provided  that,  in  the 
event  of  failure,  from  any  cause,  of  the  commissioners'  court  to  convene 
on  the  Monday  following  the  election  to  compute  the  votes,  then  said 
court  shall  be  convened  for  that  purpose  upon  the  earliest  day  practi- 
cable thereafter. 

Article  1707.  After  an  estimate  of  the  result  of  an  election  has  been 
made,  as  provided  for  in  this  act,  the  county  judge  shall  deliver  to  the  can- 
didate, or  candidates,  for  whom  the  greatest  number  of  votes  have  been 
polled  for  county  and  precinct  officers,  a  certificate  of  election,  naming 
therein  the  office  to  which  such  candidate  Jias  been  elected,  the  number 
of  votes  polled  for  bim,  and  the  day  on  which  such  election  was  held;  and 
shall  sign  the  same,  and  cause  the  seal  of  the  county  court  to  be  thereon 
impressed. 

Article  17^8.  If  the  county  constitutes  a  senatorial  or  representative 
district  of  itself,  the  county  commissioners'  court  shall,  at  the  Fame  time, 
make  an  estimate  of  the  votes  polled  for  members  of  the  Legislature;  and 
the  county  judge  shall  give  a  like  certificate  of  election,  as  provided  in 
the  preceding  article,  to  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  Senator  or  Representative,  and  shall,  also,  transmit  a  duplicate 
of  such  certificate  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Article  1709.  In  all  elections  for  Comptroler  of  Public  Accounts, 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Attor- 
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ney  General,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  of  Appeals  and  dis- 
trict  courts,  district  attorneys,  and  for  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  county  judge  shall,  on  the  Monday  next  following 
the  day  of  election,  and  not  before,  make  out  duplicate  returns  of  the 
election;  one  of  which  he  shall  immediately  transmit  to  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment in  this  State,  sealed  in  an  envelope,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of 

State,  and  endorsed,  *'  Election  returns  for county  for [filling 

the  first  blank  with  the  name  of  the  county,  and  the  other  blank  with  the 
office  for  which  the  election  was  held;]  and  the  other  of  such  returns  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county 
where  such  election  was  held. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

Takes  eiFect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXn. 

An  Act  to  create  the  land  districts  of  Wheeler,  Oldham,  Donley  and  Wilbarger. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
*ihat  the  counties  of  Wheeler,  Greer,  Collingsworth,  Gray,  Hutchinson, 
Hansford,  Ochiltree,  Roberts,  Hemphill  and  Lipscomb,  are  hereby  made 
and  constituted  the  Wheeler  Land  District,  and  the  county  surveyor  of 
Wheeler  county  shall  be  the  surveyor  of  said  district:'  he  shall  keep  his 
office  at  the  county  seat  of  said  Wheeler  county,  and  the  records  of  all 
files  and  surveys  of  land  in  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  offiqe. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  counties  of  Oldham,  Sherman,  Moore,  Potter,  Cas- 
tro, Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Hartley  and  Dallam  are  hereby  made  and  con- 
stituted the  Oldham  Land  District,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Oldham 
county  shall  be  the  surveyor  of  said  district:  he  shall  keep  his  office  at 
the  county  seat  of  Oldham  county,  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  sur- 
veys of  land  in  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  counties  of  Donley,  Carson,  Armstrong,  Swisher, 
Randall,  Floyd,  Briscoe,  Hall  and  Childress  are  hereby  made  and  consti- 
tuted the  Donley  Land  District,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Donley 
county  shall  be  the  surveyor  of  said  district:  he  shall  k*jep  his  office  at  the 
county  seat  of  said  Donley  county,  and  the  records  of  ail  files  and  sur- 
veys of  land  in  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  counties  of  Wilbarger  and  Hardeman  are  hereby 
constituted  the  Wilbarger  Land  District,  and  the  county  surveyor  of  Wil- 
barger shall  be  the  surveyor  of  said  district:  he  shall  keep  his  office  at 
the  county  seat  of  Wilbarger  county,  and  the  records  of  all  files  and  sur- 
veys of  land  in  said  district  shall  be  kept  in  said  office. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  immediately  after  this  act  takes  effect,  to  furnish  each  of  the  said 
district  surveyors  named  in  this  act,  with  a  certified  copy  of  all  maps, 
field  notes  and  sketches  of  all  surveys  in  their  said  districts,  which  shall 
be  filed  in  their  said  offices,  and  shall  be  public  archives  thereof  :*  and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  surveyors  to  make  any  surveys,  within  their 
said  districts,  until  said  certified  copies  are  received  by  them. 

Sec.  6.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act,  in  so 
far  as  the  same  may  affect  the  land  districts  hereby  created,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed.  r^  ] 
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Sec.  ^.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  and  the  great 
amount  of  important  matters  to  be  disposed  of  by  this  Legislature^ 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  existed,  requirijjj 
the  constitutional  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  be  suspended;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  9,  1:883. 

Ta&es  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  1006.  1007,  and  1008  of  the  Revised  Civil  Stetules  of  thi 
iState  of  Texas,  approved  February  2lst  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  1006,  1007,  and  1008  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  th« 
State  of  Texas  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  1006.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the  counties  of  Aa- 
derson,  Bowie,  Camp,  Cass,  Cberokee,  Delta,  Franklin,  Gregg,  Harrisom, 
Henderson,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Kaufman,  Marion,  Morris,  Nacogdoches,  Na- 
varro, Panola,  Rains,  Red  River,  Rockwall,  Rusk,  Sabine,  San  Augus- 
tine, Shelby,  Smith,  Titus,  Upshur,  Van  Zandt  and  Wood  shall  be  return-  / 
able  to  the  term  of  said  court  held  at  Tyler;  provided,  that  all  cases 
from  the  county  of  Navarro  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of 
Appeals  at  Austin,  and  undetermined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  term  of 
said  court,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  1883,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  Tyler,  and  shall  be  entered  upon  the  dockets  of  said  courts  at 
Tyler,  and  shall  be  tried  ^nd  determined  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
said  cases  had  originally  been  made  returnable  to  the  term  of  said  courts 
held  at  Tyler. 

Abt.  1007.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the  counties  of  Aransas, 
Angelina,  Austin,  Bee,  Brazoria,  Burleson,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Cham- 
bers, Colorado,  De  Witt,  Duval,  Encinal,  Fayette,  Fort  Bend,  Freestone, 
Galveston,  Goliad,  Gonzales,  Grimes,  Hardin,  Harris,  Hidalgo,  Houston, 
Jackson,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Lavacca,  Leon,  Liberty,  Madison,  Matagorda, 
Montgomery,  Newton,  Nueces,  Orange,  Polk,  Refugio,  San  Jacinto,  San 
Patricio,  Starr,  ♦Trinity,  Tyler,  Victoria,  Walker,  Waller,  Washington, 
Webb,  Wharton  and  Zapata  shall  be  returnable  to  the  terms  of  said 
court  at  Galveston;  provided,  that  all  cases  from  the  counties  of  Burle- 
son and  Washington  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Court  of  Ap- 
peals at  Austin,  and  undetermined  at  the  adjournment  of  the  term 
of  said  court  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  1883, 
shall  be  transferred  to  Galveston  and  shall  be  entered  upon  the  docket 
of  said  courts  at  Galveston,  and  shall  be  tried  and  determined  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  said  cases  had  originally  been  made  returnable  to  the 
term  of  said  courts  held  at  Galveston. 

Art.  1008.  Appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the  counties  of  Ander- 
sop.  Archer,  Armstrong,  Atascosa,  Bailey,  Bandera,  Bastrop,  Baylor, 
Bell,  Bexar,  Blanco,  Borden,  Bosque,  Brazos,  Briscoe,  Brown,  Burnet, 
Caldwell,  Callahan,  Carson,  Castro,  Childress,  Clay,  Cockran,  Coleman, 
Collin,  Collingsworth,  Comal,  Comanche,  Concho,  Cooke,  Coryell,  Cot- 
tle, Crockett,  Crosby,  Dallam,  Dallas,  Dawson,  Deaf  Smith,'  Denton, 
Dickens,  Dimmit,  Donley,  Eastland,  Fdwards,  Ellis,  El  Paso,  Erath, 
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Falls,  Fannin,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Frio,  Gaines,  Garza,  Gillespie,  Gray,  Gray- 
aon,  Greer,  Gaadalupe,  Hale,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hansford,  Hardeman, 
Hartley,  Haskell,  Hays,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hockley,  Hood,  Howard,  Hutch- 
inson, Jack,  Johnson,  Jones,  Karnes,  Kendall,  Kent,  Kerr,  Kimble, 
King,  Kinney,  Knox,  Lamar,  Lamb,  Lampasas,  La  Salle,  Lee,  Jjiinestone, 
Lipscomb,  Live  Oak,  Llano,  Lubbock,  Lynn,  Martin,  Mason,  Maverick, 
McCulloch,  McLennan,  McMullen,  Medina,  Menard,  Milam,  Mitchell, 
Montague,  Moore,  Motley,  Nolan,  Ochiltree,  Oldham,  Palmer,  Palo 
Pinto,  Parker,  Pecos,  Potter,  Presidio,  Randall,  Roberts,  Robertson, 
Rockwall,  'Runnells,  San  Saba,  Scurry,  Shackelford,  Sherman,.  Somer- 
vell, Stephens,  Stonewall,  Swisher,  Tarrant,  Taylor,  Terry,  Throckmor- 
ton, Tom  Green,  Travis,  Uvalde,  Wheeler,  Wichita,  Wilbarger,  William- 
son, Wilson,  Wise,  Yoakum,  Young,  and  Zavala  shall  be  returnable  to 
the  term  of  said  court  held  at  Austin. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  great 
press  of  business,  rendering  it  improbable  that  this  bill  will  be  reached 
lb  its  regular  order,  and  the  importance  of  this  bill  creates  an  imperative 
public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  such  rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

TaKes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXIV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Section  I  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  traveling 
and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  of  the  Fron- 
tier Battalion,"  approved  May  4th  1874. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  section  1  of  the  above  entitled  act  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter 
read  as  follows,  to- wit:  That  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the 
Frontier  Battalion  be  and  is  hereby  allowed  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  per  annum  for  his  traveling  and  other  contingent  expenses. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  desire  for  economy  in  the  management  of  this  fron- 
tier force,  creates  an  emergency,  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  au- 
thorizing the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  and  said  rule  is  accordingly  suspended,  and 
this  act  shall  be  in  force  and  take  effect  from  and  aftiBr  its  passage. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXV. 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  ientitled  "An  Act  prescribing  the  place  for  the  sale  of  prop- 
erty under  legal  process,  and  deeds  of  trust,  in  Marion  county,'*  approved  January 
25th,  1875.       . 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
''^^"'^t  the  act  entitled  *'An  Act  prescribing  the  place  for  the  sale  of  prop- 
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erty  under  legal  process  and  deeds  of  trust  in  Marion  county,"  approved 
January  25th  1875,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  this  session  of  the  Legislature  is  rapidly  drawing  to 
a  close,  and  whereas  the  court-house  door  of  Marion  coupty  as  defined 
in  the  above  act  is  different  from  the  court-house  door  proper;  therefore 
in  order  to  prevent  confusion  and  to  facilitate  the  sale  under  legal  pro- 
cess; therefore- an  imperative  public  necessity  exists  requiring  the  consti- 
tutional rule  which  requires  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each 
house  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  8th  day  of  April  1883. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXVL 

An  Act  to  restore  to  and  confer  upon  the  county  courts  of  Comanche,  El  Paso,  Presi- 
dio, Pecos,  Tom  Green,  and  Hidalgo  counties,  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction 
heretofore  belonging  to  said  courts,  uuvler  the  Constitution  and  general  statutes 
of  the  State,  to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  to  such  change,  and 
to  repeal  all  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  county  courts  of  the  counties  of  Comanche,  El  Paso,  Presidio, 
Pecos,  Tom  Green,  and  Hidalgo  shall  hereafter  have  exclusivei  original 
jurisdiction  in  civil  cases  when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall  exceed  in 
value  two  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  ex-, 
elusive  of  interest  and  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  district 
courts  of  said  counties  when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Said  county  courts  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  civil 
cases  over  which  the  justices  courts  have  original  jurisdiction,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  court  appealed  from,  or  the  amount  in  controversy,  shall 
exceedt  wenty  dollars:  and  said  county  courts  shall  have  power  to  hear 
and  determine  cases  brought  up  from  the  justices  courts  by  certiorari, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  title  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  relating 
thereto. 

Sec.  3.  The  county  judges  of  said  counties  shall  have  authority,  either 
in  term  time  or  vacation,  to  grant  writs  of  mandamus,  injunction,  se- 
questration, attachment,  garnishment,  certiorari  and  supersedeas  and  all 
other  writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said 
courts,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  Constitution  has  not  conferred  the  power  on  the  dis- 
trict courts  or  judges  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  Said  county  courts"  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  forfeiture 
and  judgment  of  all  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  in  criminal  cases,  of 
which  criminal  cases  said  courts  have  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  5.  Said  county  courts  shall  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction 
of  all  misdemeanors  except  misdemeanors  involving  official  misconduct, 
and  except  cases  in  which  the  highest  penalty  of  fine  that  may  be  im- 
posed under  the  law  may  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars:  and  said 
courjts  shall  also  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases  of  which 
justices  of  the  peace  and  other  inferior  tribunals  of  said  counties  have 
original  jurisdiction.  ^,y, ,... ., .  .^ 
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Sec.  6.  The  district  courts  of  said  counties  of  Comanche,  El*Paso, 
Presidio,  Pecos,  Tom  Green,  and  Hidalgo,  shall  no  longer  have  jurisdio- 
tion  of  cases  of  which  the  county  courts  of  said  counties,  by  tiio  proTii- 
ions  of  this  act,  have  exclusive  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction:  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  clerks  of  said  counties,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  make  a  full  and  complete  tran- 
script of  all  orders  on  their  respective  dockets,  in  cases  now  pending  be- 
fore said  district  courts,  of  which  cases  by  the  terms  of  this  act|  exela- 
sive  jurisdiction  is  given  the  county  court,  and  to  deliver  said  tran- 
script, together  with  the  original  papers,  and  a  certified  bill  of  costs  in 
each  case  to  the  clerks  of  said  county  courts  herein  named,  and  said 
county  clerks  shall  enter  said  cases  on  their  respective  dockets  for  trial 
by  sayi  county  courts. 

Sec.  7.  The  county  courts  of  said  counties  shall  hereafter  hold  their 
regular  terms  for  civil  and  criminal  business,  as  provided  in  Ifce  Consti- 
tution and  general  laws  of  the  State,  and  all  process  heretofore  issued 
from  the  district  courts  of  said  counties,  in  cases  to  be  transferwd  under 
this  act  to  the  county  courts,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  first  term  of  the 
proper  county  court,  and  all  civil  cases  so  transferred  shall  be  entered  ai 
appearance  causes  upon  the  dockets  of  said  county  court. 

Sec.  8.  All  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  9.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  dockets  of  the  district  courts 
of  the  counties  herein  named,  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imporatirt 

Sublic  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  rradon  three  several 
ays  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage. 
Approved  April  p,  1883. 
Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXVn. 

An  Act  to  rediBtrict  the  State  into  judicial  districts  »nd  fix  the  times  for  holding 
court  therein,  and  to  provide  for  the  election  of  judges  and  district  nitorneys  in 
said  districts  at  the  nt-xt  general  election  to  be  held  on  the  firbt  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November  1884. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  said  State  shall  be  re-districted  into  the  following  judicial  districts, 
and  district  judges  and  district  attorneys  be  elected  an  said  districts  as 
hereinafter  provided:  The  first  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Jasper,  Newton,  Orange,  Jefferson  and  Tyler:  and  the  dis- 
trict courts  therein  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Jasper  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  sesMon 
three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Newton,  on  the  third  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Orange  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Jefferson  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
weeks.     In  the  county  of  Tyler  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  after  the  first 
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Mondays  in  March  and  Septeniber  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  2.  The  second  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Sabine,  San  Augustine,  Nacogdoches  and  Cherokee,  and  the  district 
courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Sabine  on  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session 
two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  San  Augustine  on  the  second  Mondays  af- 
ter the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  contitiue  in 
session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  sixth  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue^ 
in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Cherokee  on  the  twelfth  Monday 
after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue 
in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  3.  The  third  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Henderson,  Houston  and  Anderson,  and  the  district  courts  shall  be 
held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Henderson  on  the  first  Mon- 
days in  Februaiy  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Houston  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  seven 
weeKs.  In  the  county  of  Anderson  on  the  eleventh  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session 
until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  4.  The  fourth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Rusk,  Panola,  Shelby,  and  Harrison,  and  the  district  courts  shall  bo 
held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Rusk  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
January  and  July,  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Panola  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
July,  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Shelby  on 
the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and  may 
continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Harrison  on  the  six- 
teenth Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July,  and  may 
continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  5.  The  fifth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  countiea 
of  Bowie,  Cass,  Marion,  Morris,  Titus,  Franklin  and  Camp,  and  the  dis- 
trict courts  therein  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Cass  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  ses- 
sion three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Bowie  on  the  third  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session 
three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Morris  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Titus  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first  Mon- 
days in  February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks. 
In  the  county  of  Franklin  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  t\vo  week's.  In 
the  county  of  Camp  on  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
February  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In 
the  county  of  Marion  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mon- 
days in  February  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks r 
Provided,  that  no  jury  shall  be  empannelled  in  Marion  county  after  the 
fourth  weeks  of  said  temis,  unless  the  judge  in  teym  time  shall  make  an 
order,  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  district  court,  directing  that 
juries  be  drawn  for  a  longer  time  at  the  succeeding  term. 

Sec.  6.  ,The  sixth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Fannin,  Lamar  and  Red  River  and  the  district  court  therein  shall  be 
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lield  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Fannin  on  the  third  Mondays-in  Feb- 
ruary and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Lamar  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  February  and 
August  and  may  continue  in  session  seven  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Red 
Kiver  on  the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  February 
and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks,  . 

Sec.  7.  The  seventh  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Smith,  Van  Zandt,  Raines,  Wood,  llpshur  and  Gregg  and  the  dis- 
trict courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Upshur 
on  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  the  last  Monday  in  August  and  may 
oontinue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  .Gregg  on  the  second 
Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  last  Monday  in  August 
and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  Smith  county  on  the  fifth 
Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  last  Monday  in  August 
and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Van  Zandt  on 
the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February  and  last  Mon- 
day in  August  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Raines  on  the  seventeenth  Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in  February 
and  last  Monday  in  August  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks^  In 
the  county  of  Wood  on  the  nineteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
February  and  last  Monday  in  August  and  may  continue  in  session  for  two 
weeks. 

Sec.  8.  The  eighth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Kaufman,  Hunt,  Hopkins,  Delta  and  Rockwall  and  the  district  courts 
shall  be  held  therein  as  follows;  In  the  county  of  Hunt  on  the  first  Mon- 
days in  January  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In 
the  county  of  Delta  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Jan- 
nary*  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Hopkins  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
July  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.  In  the  co]inty  of  Rock- 
wall on  the  eighteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
July  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.'  In  the  county  of  Kaufman 
on  the  twentieth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July 
and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks. 

Sec.  9.  The  ninth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Chambers,  Liberty,  Hardin,  San  Jacinto,  Polk  and  Angelina  and  the 
•district  court  therein  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Chambers 
on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  ses- 
sion two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Liberty  on  the  second  Mondays  after 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session 
four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Hardin  on  the  sixth  Mondays  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  San  Jacinto  on  the  eighth  Mondays  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  ^ve 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Polk  on  the  forteenth  Mondays  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks. 
In  the  county  of  Angelina  on  the  nineteenth  Mondays  after  the  first  Mon- 
days in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks, 
or  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  10,  The  county  of  Galveston  shall  constitute  the  tenth  judicial 
district  and  the  district  court  shall  be  begun  and  held  therein  as  follows: 
On  the  first  Mondays  in  February,  April,  June,  August,  and  December 
and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  11.     The   eleventh  judicial   district   shall  be  composed  of  the 
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counties  of  Harris  and  Montgomery  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held 
lierein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Montgomery  on  the  first  Mondays 
B  February  stnd  September  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the 
bounty  of  Harris  on  the  second  Mondays  in  March  and  October  and  may 
continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  12.  The  twelfth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Grimes,  Walker,  Madison,  Trinity  and  Leon  and  the  district 
courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Trinity  on  the 
^cond  Mondays  in  February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session 
three  weeks,  in  th^  county  of  Walker  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March 
ind  September  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Grimes  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and 
leptember  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Kaaison  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Sep- 
tember and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Leon 
m  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September 
md  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  o(. 

Skc.  18.  The  thirteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
(ounties  of  Limestone,  Freestone  and  Navarro  and  the  district  courts  shall 
)e  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Freestone  on  the  first  Mon- 
lays  in  February  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks. 
11  the  county  of  Navarro  on  the  first  Mondays  in  June  and  December 
ind  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Limestone 
m  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  Septem- 
ber and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks. 

Sec.  14.     The  fourteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 

counties  of  Dallas  and  Ellis  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  therein 

»  follows:     In  the  countjr  of  Ellis  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 

leptember  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.     In  the  county  of 

)allas  on  the  secopd  Mondays  in  March,  May,  October  and  December 

md  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

^  Sec.  15.     The  fifteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the  coun- 

lies  of  Grayson  and  Collin  and  the  district  courts  shall  lie  held  therein  as 

follows:     In  the  county  of  Collin  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 

June  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Gray- 

8on  on  the  second  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue 

in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  16.  The  sixteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Cooke,  Denton,  Wise  and  Montague  and  the  district  courts 
hall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Cooke  on  the  first 
londays  in  January  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  seven  weeks. 
p.  the  county  of  Denton  on  the  seventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays 
b  January  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  seven  wee*ks.  In  the 
Bounty  of  Wise  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in 
Tanuary  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Montague  on  the  twentieth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  January 
and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  17.  The  seventeenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Parker  and  Tarrant  and  the  district  courts  therein  shall  be 
keld  as  follows:  The  county  of  Parker  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb- 
juarv  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Tarrant  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
tAugust  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 
'   Sec.  18.     The  eighteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
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counties  of  Johnson,  Hill  and  Bosque  and  the  district  courts  therein  shi^ 
be  held  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Bosque  on  the  third  Mondays  i 
January  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  til 
county  of  Hil]  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  Jannar 
and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.  Li  the  county 
Johnson  on  the  eleventh  Monday  after  the  third  Mondays  in  January  a 
August  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  < 
also  in  the  county  of  Iliil  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  and  may  contin 
in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sbc.  19.     TI)a  nineteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  tb 
counties  of  Mr>Lennan  and  Falls  aiid  the  district  courts  shall  be  hek 
therein  as  follows:     In  the  county  of  Falls  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Janr< 
nary  and  July  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks.     In  the  countjn 
of  McLennan  on  ihe  first  Mondays  in  March  and  October  and  may  con^ 
tinue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  20.  The  twentieth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of 
counties  of  l^lilam,  Robertson  and  Brazos  and  the  di&trict  courts  shall  U 
held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Robertson  on  the  first  Monday 
in  January  and  second  Monday  in  June,  and  may  continue  i»  sessii 
eight  weeks.  In  ^the  county  of  Brazos  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Mard 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In  the  eounty  < 
Milam  on  the  third  Mondays  ih  April  and  October  and  may  contiiitte  i 
session  seven  weeks. 

Sec.  21.  The  counties  of  Washington,  Burleson  and  Lee  shall  compel 
the  twenty  first  judicial  district  and  the  district  court  shall  be  ke! 
therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Washington  on  the  first  Mondai 
in  March  aad  September  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  weeks.  L 
the  county  of  Lee  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Mardi 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  eotiiit  ' 
of  Burleson  on  the  eleventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Mar(' 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks. 

Sec.  22.     1'he  twenty  second  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  ti 
counties  of  Austin,  Fayette,  Bastrop,  Caldwell  and  Hays  and  the  distrii 
courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:     In  the  county  of  Hays  on  tl 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  contiaiue  in  session  thr< 
weeks.     In  the  county  of  Caldwell  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in  March  an< 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.     In  the  county  ( 
Bastrop  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays, in  March  and  St] 
tember  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Fa; 
ette  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septc 
ber  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Austin 
the  seventeenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septen^ber 
and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks. 

Sec. 23.  The  twenty  third  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of 
counties  of  Brazoria,  Jackson,  Fort  Bend,  Matagorda,  Waller  and  Whi 
ton  and  the  district  court  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  conn 
of  Waller  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  coi 
tinue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Fort  Bend  on  the  tbr 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  cc 
tinue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Wharton  on  the  sevenl 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  co 
tinue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Jackson  on  the  ten 
Monday  after  the  first  jMondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  coi 
tinue  in  session  two  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Matagorda  on  the  tbit 
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enth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Mar(;h  and  Septenber  and  may 
Itinue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Brazoria  on  the  fif- 
^th  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and 

continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disiiosed  of. 
jc.  24.  The  twenty  fourth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
mties  of  DeWitt,  Karnes,  Victoria,  Bee,  Goliad,  Refugio,  Calhoun, 
"  Aransas  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In 
county  of  DeWitt  on  the  thirteenth  Monday,  after  the  first  Mondays 
March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business 
disposed  of.  In  the  county  of  Victoria  on  the  tenth  Monday  after 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Calhoun  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the 
t  Mondays  in  Mai*ch  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  one 
$k.  In  the  county  of  Refugio  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and 
tember.  and  may  continue  in  session  two^  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
msas  on  the  second  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and- 
tember  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week.  In  the  county  of 
\  on  the  third  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septem- 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Karnes  on 
fifth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and 
f  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Goliad  on  the 
SDth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and 

BY  continue  in  session  two  weeks. 
EC.  25.  The  twenty  fifth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
nties  of  Lavaca,  Gonzales,  Guadalu)»e,  Wilson  and  Colorado  and  the 
rict  courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Lavaca 
Ihe  first  Mondays  in  February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  ses- 
h  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Colorado  on  the  fourth  Monday  after 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session 
r  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Gonzales  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the 
;  Mondays  in  February  and  August  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
jeks,  or  until  the  business  is  disposed  of.  In  the  county  of  Guadalupe 
the  tbirteepth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  Au- 
t  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Wilson 
;he  seventeenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  Au- 
t  and  may  continue  in  sesbiun  two  weeks. 

BC.  26.  The  twenty  sixth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
nties  of  Williamson  and  Travis  and  the  district  court  shall  be  held 
fein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  WilliamsoYi  on  the  second  Mon- 
B  in  May  and  November  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks.  In 
county  of  Travis  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may 
Itinue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 
[C.  27.  The  twenty  seventh  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of 
eoanties  of  Bell,  Lampasas  and  Burnett  and  the  district  courts  shall 
leld  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Burnett  on  the  first  Mon- 
B  in  April  and  October  in  each  year  and  may  continue  in  session  four 
"  s.  In  the  county  of  Lampasas  on  the  first  Mondays  in  May  and 
lumber  in  each  year  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the 
ity  of  Bell  on  the  first  Mondays  in  June  and  December  in  each  year 
may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 
EC.  28.  The  twenty  eighth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
ities  of  Webb,  Encinal,  Duval,  Nueces,  Zapata,  Starr,  Hidalgo  and 
teron  and  the  district  courts  therein  shall  be  held  as  follows:  In  the 
Ity  of  Cameron  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  and 
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may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Hidalgo  on  th 
fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  aD< 
liiay  continue  in  session  two  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Starr  on  the  sixtl 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  and    maj 
continue  in  session  two  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Zapata  on  the  eightfi 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  and  may 
continue  in  session  one  week.     In  the  county  of  Webb  on  the  ninth  Mon* 
day  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and   September  and  may  con-? 
tinue  in  session  five  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Duval  on  the  fourteenth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and   September  and  may 
continue  in  session   two  weeks.     In  the  county  of  Nueces  on  the  six-- 
teenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  and 
may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of,  not  to  exceed^ 
six  weeks.     The  unorganized  county  of  Encinal  is  hereby  attached  to 
the  county  of  Webb  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  29.  '  The  twentyninth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  thd 
counties  of  Palo  Pinto,  Hood,  Somervell,  Erath,  Hamilton  and  Coryell 
and  the  district  court  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  Palo  Pinto 
county  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continad 
in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Hood  on  the  third  Mondays  m 
March  apd  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  tbd 
county  of  Somervell  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  io 
March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week.  In  tbi 
eounty  of  Erath  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Mardj 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.  In  the  count; 
of  Hamilton  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  ani 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county 
Coryell  on  the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  ai 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 
Sec.  30.  The  thirtieth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  th^ 
counties  of  Jack,  Clay,  Wichita,  Archer,  Young,  Throckmorton,  Baylor, 
Wilbarger  and  the  unorganized  counties  of  Hardeman,  Knox,  Haskel' 
King,  Lamb,  Bailey,  Dickens,  Crosby,  Lubbock,  Hockley,  Cochran,  ant 
Cottle  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  th< 
county  of  Jack  on  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  ma; 
continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Young  on  the  thirJ 
Monday  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  con- 
tinue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Throckmorton  on  th< 
sixth  Monday  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  ma^ 
continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Baylor  on  the  eight! 
Monday  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  cor 
tinue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Archer  on  the  tenth  Mon-' 
day  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  continuW 
in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  <*ounty  of  Clay  on  the  twelfth  Monda; 
after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  continue  ii 
session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Wilbarger  on  the  eighteenth  Moii 
day  after  the  second  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  continue  ii 
session  two  weeks.  The  county  of  Haskell  \)e  and  the  same  is  hereby 
attached  for  judicial  purposes  to  the  county  of  Throckmorton;  the  coun« 
ties  of  ^King,  Lamb,  Bailey,  Dickens,  Crosby,  Lubbock,  Hockley,  Coch^ 
ran  and  Knox  to  the  county  of  Baylor;  and  the  counties  of  Hardemaik 
and  Cottle  to  the  county  of  Wilbarger,  and  when  the  county  of  Kno: 
shall  be  organized,  the  county  of  King  shall  be  attached  to  it  for  judicia 
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purposes:  and  the  county  of  Cottle  to  the  county  of  JIardeman  whenever 
the  latter  shall  be  organized. 

Sec.  31.  The  thirty  first  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  'Wheeler,  Oldham,  Donley  and  the  unorganized  counties  of 
Greer,  Collingsworth,  Childress,  Hall,  Motley,  Floyd,-  Briscoe,  Swisher,. 
Hale,  Castro,  Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Randel,  Armstrong,  Gray,  Carson,  < 
Potter,  Hartley,  Moore,  Hutchins,  Roberts,  Hemphill,  Lipscomb,  Ochil- 
tree, Hansford,  Sherman  and  Dallam  and  the  district  jcourts  shall  be  held 
therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Oldham  on  the  first  Mondays  in 
April  and  October  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the 
county  of  Donley  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  arid  July  and  may 
continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Wheeler  on  the  eighth 
Monday  after  the  fir^i,  Mondays  in  April  and  October  and  may  continue 
in  session  four  weeks.  The  unorganized  counties  of  Sherman,  Moore,. 
Potter,  Castro,  Parmer,  Deaf  Smith,  Hartley  and  Dallam  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  attached  to  the  county  of  Oldham  for  judicial  purposes. 
The  counties  of  Carson,  Randall,  Armstrong,  Swisher,  Hale,  Floyd,  Bris- 
coe, Hall,  Motley  and  Childress  are  attached  to  the  county  of  Donley. 
for  judicial  purposes;  and  the  counties  of  Greer,  Collingsworth,  Gray, 
Hutchinson,  Hansford,  Ochiltree,  Roberts,  Hemphill  and  Lipscomb  are 
attached  to  the  county  of  Wheeler  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  32.  The  thirty  second  judicial  district  shall  b^  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn,  Terry,  Yoakum,  Gaines,  Daw- 
son, Borden,  Scurry,  Fisher,  Jones,  Taylor,  Nolan,  Mitchell,  Howard^ 
Martin,  Andrews,  Tom  Green,  Runnels  and  Concho  and  the  district 
courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Jones  on  the 
first  Mondays  in  February  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session 
two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Taylor  on  the  third  Mondays  in  February 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Runnels  on  the  fifth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Concho  on  the  seventh  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Tom  Green  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  MonJ-ays  in  February  ^nd 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Howard  on  the  thirteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  Feb.uary 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Mitchell  on  the  fifteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  five  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Nolan  on  the  twentieth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed 
of.  The  unorganized  county  of  Stonewall  is  hereby  attached  for  judi- 
cial purposes  to  the  county  of  Jones;  the  county  of  Fisher  to  the  county 
of  Nolan;  the  counzies  of  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn  and  Scurry  to  the  county 
of  Mitchell  and  the  counties  of  Borden,  Dawson,  Perry,  Yoakum,. 
Gaines,  Andrews  and  Martin  to  the  county  of  Howard. 

Sec.  33.  The  thirtythird  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Blanco,  Gillespie,  Llano,  Mason,  Kimble,  Menard,  San  Saba 
and  McCulloch  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows: 
In  the  county  of  San  Saba  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septem- 
ber, and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  McCulloch 
on  the  third  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  anfl  may  continue  in  ses- 
sion two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Mf?nard  on  thp  fourth  Monday  after 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may^continue  in^session 
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two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Kimble  on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  an>  Sep  ember  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  th^  county  of  Mason  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Gillespie  on  the  tenth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Blanco  on  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks.  In  the  county  of  Llano  on  the  fourteenth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  34.  The  thirty  fourth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
-counties  of  El  Paso,  Presidio,  and  Pecos  and  the  district  courts  shall 
be  held  therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Pecos  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the 
county  of  Presidio  on  the  third  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks.  In  the  couDty 
of  El  Paso  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  35.  The  thirty  fifth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Shackelford,  Stephens,  Callahan,  Eastland,  Coleman,  Brown 
and  Comanche  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held  therein  as  follows: 
In  the  county  of  Comanche  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and  Sep- 
tember and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Brown  on  the  third  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Coleman  on  the  si^^th  Monday  aftef  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Callahan  on  the  ninth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Shackelford  on  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February  and 
September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Stephens  on  the  fifteenth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  February 
and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county 
of  Eastland  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and  July  and  may  continue 
in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  36.  The  thirty  sixth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  McMullen,  La  Salle,  Dimmitt,  Mav- 
erick, Zavalla,  Frio  and  Atascosa,  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held 
therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  San  Patricio  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week.  In  the 
county  of  Live  Oak  on  the  second  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and 
may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  McMullen  on  the 
fourth  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session 
two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Atascosa  on  the  filth  Monday  after  the 
first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session 
three  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Frio  on  the  eighth  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  two 
weeks:  In  the  county  of  La  Salle  on  the  tenth  Monday  .•'fter  tue  first 
Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  one 
week.  In  the  county  of  Dimmitt  on  the  eleventh  Monday  after  the  first 
Mondays  in, March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week. 
In  the  county  Of  Maverick  on  the  twelfth  Monday  after  the  first  Mon- 
days in  March  and  September  and  may  continue  in  session^xtntil  the  bus- 
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iness  is  disposed  of.     The  county  of  Zavalla  is  hereby  attached  to  the 
county  of  Frio  for  judicial  purposes. 

Sec.  37.  The  thirty  seventh  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
county  of  Bexar  and  the  district  court  therein  shall  be  begun  and  holden 
as  follows:  On  the  first  Monday  in  Mar.h  and  may  continue  in  session 
twelve  weeks.  On  the  first  Monday  in  June  and  may  continue  in  session 
four  weeks.  On  the  first  Monday  in  September  and  may  continue  in 
session  twelve  weeks;  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  and  may 
continue  in  session  twelve  weeks. 

Sec.  38.  The  thirty  eighth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Comal,  Kendall,  Kerr,  Bandera,  Medina,  Uvalde,  Edwards, 
Kinney  and  Crockett  and  the  district  courts  therein  shall  be  held  as  fol- 
lows: In  the  county  of  Kinney  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Sep- 
tember and  may  continue  in  session  three  weeks.  In  the  county  of 
Uvalde  on  the  second  Mondays  in  Mar(;h  and  September  and 
may  continue  in  sesKion  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Medina 
dina  on  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Septem- 
ber and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Bandera 
on  the  sixth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Kerr  on  the 
eighth  Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  Sefitember  and  may 
continue  in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Kendall  on  the  eleventh 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  two  weeks.  In  the  county  of  Comal  on  the  thirteenth 
Monday  after  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September  and  may  con- 
tinue in  session  until  the  business  is  disposed  of.  The  unorganized  coun- 
ty of  Edwards  is  hereby  attached  for  judicial  purposes  to  the  county  of 
Kerr,  and  the  county  of  Crockett  to  the  county  of  Kinney. 

Sec.  39.  One  district  judge  shall  be  elected  in  each  of  the  districts 
created  by  this  act,  at  the  next  general  election  in  this  State,  to  be  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  A.  D.  1884, 
and  the  judges  so  elected  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four 
years:  Provided,  that  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to 
the  thirty-third  and  thirty-sixth  judicial  districts. 

Sec.  40.  A  district  attorney  shall  be  elected  in  each  of  the  following 
districts  at  the  next  general  election,  to-wit:  First,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninih,  thirteenth,  twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty- 
second,  twenty-third,  twenty-fourth,  twenty  fifth,  twenty-sixth,  twenty- 
seventh,  twenty-eighth,  twenty  ninth,  thirtieth,  thirty -first,  thirty-second^ 
thirty-tbird,  thirty-fourth,  thirty-fifth,  thirty-sixth,  thirty -seventh,  and 
thirty-eighth. 

Sec.  41.  Whenever  any  unorganized  county  shall  organize,  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  district  including  such  county  may  designate  the  timea 
for  holding  the  district  court  therein,  and  give  the  necessary  notice  of 
such  time,  and  shall  thereafter  hold  the  district  court  in  such  county  at 
the  times  so  fixed,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  42.     Alt  writs  and  process,  civil  and  criminal,  heretofore  issued, 
.  or  M'hich  may  be  issued  up  to  the  time  this  act  takes  effect,  by^or  from 
the  district  courts  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  and  madfer^'bHrn* 
able  to  the  former  terms  of  said  courts  as  said  terms  are  nowf  fixed  nffj^^ 
law,  shall  be  returnable  to  the  next  ensuing  terms  of  said  distinct  cow  rts 
in  each  county,  as  they  are  prescribed  by  this  act:  and  all  such/ writs  r    lod 
process  that  may  be  issued  by  or  from   said  courts  at  any  tifme  wif    ^b'l^ 
five  days  next  before  the  holding  of  the  next  eustitBg-tie/ms  of  /    sa^^ 


66  GENERAL  LAWS  OP  TEXAS. 

courts,  as  prescribed  herein,  are  hereby  made  returnable  to  said  terms  re- 
spectively, and  all  such  writs  and  process  hereinbefore  mentioned  are 
hereby  legalized  and  validated  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same 
had  been  made  returnable  to  the  term  of  said  courts  as  the  terms  thereof 
are  herein  prescribed. 

Sec.  43.  That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first 
Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November  A.  D.  1884:  Provided,  that 
the  district  courts  in  the  several  counties  in  this  State  shall  be  held  by 
the  district  judges  under  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  now  in  force, 
until  the  judges  elected  under  this  act  shall  qualify:  and  provided  fur- 
ther that  this  act  shall  take  effect  ind  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first 
day  of  September  A.  D.  1884  for  the  purpose  of  ordering  and  holding 
the  elections  herein  authorized  and  for  all  purposes  necessary  to  a  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  election  laws  of  the  State  of 
Texas.  ^ 

Sec.  44.  That  in  case  the  term  of  court  in  any  county  as  fixed  by  this 
act  shall  have  partly  elapsed  at  the  time  of  the  qualification  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  district  to  which  such  county  belongs,  then  such  jadge 
shall  proceed  to  hold  said  court  for  the  remainder  of  said  term. 

Sec.  45.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  this  act  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Apy^roved  April  9,  1883.  ' 

Takes  effect  September  1,  1884. 


CHAPTER  LXVIIL 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  795,  Chapter  17,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  795,  chapter  17,  of  the  Penal  Code  be  so  amended  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

"  Article  795.  If  any  executor,  administrator  or  guardian  having 
"charge  of  any  estate,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  shall  unlawfully,  and 
"with  intent  to  defraud  any  creditor, -heir,  legatee,  ward  or  distributee 
"  interested  in  such  estate,  convert  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  to  his 
"  own  use,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  the  offense  of  swindling. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXIX. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  186  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  186  of  the  Penal  Code  b^  amended  so  as  hereafter  to  read 
-^''follows,  to- wit: 

*♦  Article  186.  Any  merchant,  grocer,  or  dealer  in  wares  or  mer- 
^'eh,  andise,  or  trader  in  any  lawful  business  whatsoever,  or  the  agent  or 
*e/n.  ^loyee  of  any  such  persons,  who  shall  sell  or  barter  on  Sunday,  shall 
^be^     'ned  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars;   provided 
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^*thifi  article  shall  not  apply  to  markets  or  dealers  in  provisions  as  to 
"sales  of  provisions  made  by  thera  before  nine  o'clock  a.  ra.,nor  the  sale 
"of  burial  or  shrouding  material ;  provided,  the  sale  of  newspapers,  ice 
"and  milk  at  any  hour  in  the  day  shall  be  permissible  ;  provided  further, 
"that  nothing  in  this  title  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  sending  or 
"receiving  of  telegraph  messages. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXX. 

An  Act  to  further  provide  for  the  regulation  of  railroad  and  transportation  lines  In 
/  the  State  of  Texas,  and  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  the  offlcu  of,  and  appoint- 
ment of  a  State  Engineer  and  his  secretary,  and  their  SHhiries  and  duties;  to  pre- 
vent nnjuHt  discrimination  and  extortion  in  the  rates  charged  for  transportation  of 
freight  and  passengers  in  this  State,  and  to  provide  a  mode  of  procedure  in  rela-^ 
tion  thereto. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Governor  shall  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  coneent  of 
the  Senate,  an  engineer,  experienced  in  the  construction  and  maintenance 
of  railways,  who  shall  be  State  Engineer,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two 
years,  or  until  his  successor  is  qualified,  but  shall  be  subject  to  removal 
by  the  Governor  at  any  time.  In  case  of  removal,  the  G  vernor  may  ap- 
point a  successor  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature,  when,  said 
appointment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  approval. 

Sec.  2.  The  State  Engineer  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three 
thousand  dollars.  In  traveling  upon  the  line  of  any  railway  in  this  State, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  shall  also  be  entitled  to  charge  for  the 
actual  amount  paid  out  for  railway  fare  and  traveling  expenses,  in  no 
case  to  exceed  four  dollars  per  day  in  excess  of  railway  fare  paid:  and 
should  any  railway  company  voluntarily  provide  said  State  engineer  with 
free  transportation  over  its  line,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  accept  the 
same  in  behalf  of  the  State,  and  shall  not  charge  the  State  the  amount 
which  would  otherwise  be  paid  for  such  transportation.  He  shall,  in  his 
report,  state  the  amount  paid  by  him  for  transportation  on  each  railway 
line  in  the  State,  also  what  railway  lines  have  provided  him  with  free 
transportation. 

Sec.  3.  The  office  of  the  State  Engineer  shall  be  in  the  Capitol  build- 
ing in  the  City  of  Austin,  in  rooms  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  There  shall  be  allowed  the  State  engineer  for  office  furniture, 
stationery,  postage,  and  other  office  expenses  one  thousand  dollars  pet 
annum.  The  State  Engineer  shall  employ  a  secretary,  who  shall  be  a 
competent  draftsman,  and  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  required  by  the 
State  Engineer.  The  secre  ary  of  the  State  Engineer  shall  receive  ajsal- 
ary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the  State  En- 
gineer and  his  secretary  shall  be  paid  monthly  from  the  State  Treasury. 
All  vouchers  for  traveling  and  office  expenses  of  the  State  Engineer  and 
his  secretary  shall  be  paid  nv>nthly  from  the  State  Treasury.  All 
vouchers  for  traveling  and  office  expenses  of  the  State  Engineer  and  his 
secretary  shall  be  paid  upon  certified  vouchers,  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, ^ooal 

Sec.  4,     Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  State  En- 
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gineer  and  bis  secretary  each  shall  subscribe  to  the  following  oath,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  oath  of  office:  "And  I  do  further  swear,  (or  aflSrra) 
that  I  am  not  connected,  officially  or  otherwise,  with  any  railroad  com- 
pany or  transportation  line,  either  within  or  outside  of  this  State,  and 
that  I  am  not  a  stockholder  or  in  any  manner  interested  in  any  railroad 
company  or  transportation  line  whatever,  so  help  me  God.", 

Sec.  5.  The  State  Engineer  shall  perform  such  duties  as  are  now,  or 
may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  shall  twice  in  each  year,  and  at 
such  otlffer  times  as  he  may  deem  it  necessary,  carefully  inspect  the  rail- 
roads in  this  State,  and  keep  himself  infoimed  of  the  condition  of  the 
same,  and  manner  in  which  they  are  operated,  with  the  special  reference 
to  the  safety  and  proper  accommodation- of  the  public,  which  inspection 
shall  include  the  condition  of  road  bed,  track  and  bridges;  character 
and  condition  of  cars,  station  houses,  platforms  and  other  facilities  inci- 
dent to  transportation  business.  Should  such  inspection  indicate  a  non«- 
compliance  w-ith  the  law  on  the  part  of  any  railroad,  such  non-compli- 
ance shall  be  presented  in  proper  and  official*  form  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, who  shall  proceed  to  investigate  and  enforce  penalty  for  dereliction, 
according  to  existing  statutes,  or  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  Engineer  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  December  of 
each  year,  make  a  report  to  the  Governor  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  his 
office,  and  especially  report  upon  the  inspection  of  all  the  railroads  in  the 
State,  and  he  shall  incorporate  in  said  report  any  suggestions  he  may 
have  to  make  in  regard  to  changes  in  existing  laws  connected  with  the 
management  and  control  of  railroads  in  this  State.  He  shall  also,  when- 
ever required  by  the  Governor,  make  a  special  report  of  the  inspection 
authorized  and  required  under  this  act  of  any  railroad  in  this  State. 
That  the  said  Engineer  shall  prepare  and  transmit  to  the  next  Legisla- 
ture a  complete  freight  classitication  and  schedule  of  reasonable  maxi- 
mum rates  for  freight  transportation  for  each  of  the  railroads  operated 
in  this  State;  and  copies  of  the  same  shall  be  furnished  to  the  members 
of  the  Nineteenth  Legislature  thirty  days  before  the  meeting  of  the  said' 
Legislature. 

Sbo.  7.  Bo  it  further  enacted,  that  charges  for  transportation  on  each 
class  or  kind  of  freight  moving  in  the  same,  direction,  shall  be  uniform, 
and  any  unjust  discrimination  in  the  rates  or  charges  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  any  freight  made  against  any  person  or  place,  on  any  railroad 
operated  in  this  State,  is  declared  to  be  unlawful.  If  any  railroad  com- 
poration  shall  wilfully  charge,  collect,  or  receive  from  any  person  or 
persons  for  the  transportation  of  any  freight  upon  its  railroad,  a  higher 
or  greater  rate  of  toll  or  compensation  than  it  shall  charge,  collect,  or 
receive  from  any  other  person  or  persons,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
like  quantity  of  freight  of  the  same  class,  being  transported 
from  the  same  point  in  the  same  direction,  over  equal  dis- 
tances of  the  same  railroad,  or  if  it  shall  charge,  collect,  or  receive 
from  any  }»er8on  or  j)er8on8  for  the  use  and  transportation  of  any 
rflilroad  car  or  cars  upon  its  railroad,  a  higher  or  greater  sum  than  it 
shall  charge,  collect,  or  receive  from  any  other  person  or  persons  for  the 
ase  or  transportation  of  a  car  or  cars  of  the  same  class  for  a  like  purpose, 
from  the  same  point  in  the  same  direction  and  an  equal  distance;  or  if 
any  railroad  conjpany  shall  charge  one  person  more  for  transporting 
freight  of  the  same  class,  in  equal  or  less  quantities,  over  its  road,  for 
the  same  or  a  less  distance,  than  it  charges  another  for  the  same  or  a 
greater  distance,  all  8u?h  discriminating  rates,  charges  or  collections, 
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•nrhether  made  directly  or  by  means  of  any  rebate,  or  other  shift  or  evas- 
ion, shall  be  considered  and  taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  extortion 
and  unjust  discrimination,  which  is  hereby  prohibited  and  declared  nn- 
lawful,  and  any  railroad  company  or  companies,  for  such  violation  of 
law,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  lo  the  person  or  persons  injured  thereby  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  court  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  amount,  in  any  county  through,  or  into  which  the 
freight  may  have  been  transported.  Every  railroad  company  or  corpor- 
ation doing  business  in  this  State,  shall  hereafter  be  required  to  keep 
posted  in  a  conspicuous  place,  at  all  depots,  a  printed  or  written  schedule 
of  its  freight  charges  from  ita  principal  ofhce  or  place  of  business  to  all 
depots  on  its  line  or  lines  of  road  within  this  State.  Such  schedule  shall 
specify  the  different  classes  or  kinds  of  freight,  with  an  enumeration  of 
the  articles  belonging  to  each  class,  the  charge  for  each  class,  per  car 
load,  and  the  charge  for  each  class  per  hundred  pounds  in  quantities  less 
than  car  loads.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  railroad  company  to  change 
such  freight  tariffs  without  giving  five  days  notice  to  the  public  in  the 
manner  above  required,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  railroad  com- 
pany in  this  State  to  furnish  its  station  agents  with  the  printed  or  writ- 
ten notices  herein  mentioned  at  least  five  days  before  any  chang^es  are  to 
take  effect.  Any  railroad  company  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall,  for  every  ^ve  days  it  neglects  to  furnish  the  notices  herein 
required  to  any  of  its  station  agents,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  county  in  which  the  depot  is  situated,  to  be  recovered  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  said  amount,  when  recovered,  to  be 
used  for  road  and  bridge  purposes.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  station 
a^ntof  the  railroads  of  this  State  upon  being  furnished  with  the,  printed 
or  written  notices  mentioned  in  the  foregoing,  to  post  the  same  in  some 
conspicuous  place  in  his  depot  buildings,  and  keep  them  posted  until  the 
changes  proposed  take  effect.  Any  station  agent  failing  or  refusing  to 
post  up  said  notices  within  two  days  after  the  same  shall  have  been  fur- 
nished him,  or  failing  to  keep  the  same  posted,  as  herein  required^  shall  . 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  convictit)n  of  the  same 
before  any  court  having  the  proper  jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  not  less 
than  twenty-five  dollars  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars.  The 
road  of  the  company  shall  include  all  the  road  in  use  by  such  company, 
whether  owned  or  operated  under  control  or  lease;  provided  that  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  repeal  Article  4267  of  the 
Revised  Civil  Statutes,  prescribing  maximum  rates,  and  prohibiting  dis- 
criminations. 

Sec.  8.  Where  railroads  within  this  State  receive  goods  for  transpor- 
tation into  their  warehouses  or  depots,  they  shall  forward  them  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  received:  the  first  received  to  be  the  first  for- 
warded, without  giving  the  preference  to  one  over  another:  and  in  ease 
of  failure  to  do  so  they  shall  be  liable  for  all  loss  occurring  while  the 
goods  remain,  and  for  all  damage  occasioned  or  in  any  wise  resulting 
from  delay;  provided,  that  the  trip  or  vovage  shall  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing commenced  from  the  time  of  the  signing  of  bill  of  la  ling,  and  aa 
having  ended  upon  the  arrival  of  freight  at  point  of  destination,  and 
written  notices  served  upon  the  consignee  that  it  is  ready  for  delivery 
tipon  payment  of  freight  and  charges.  It  is  further  provided,  that  should 
the  consignee  of  the  goods  fail  to  receive  them  promptly  after  stich  no- 
tice is  served,  the  liability  of  the  railroads  thereafter  shall  be  the  same 
as  that  of  warehousemen.  .  y ..  , .,  ^. ^  ^  .  .^ 


70  GENERAL  LAWS  OF  TEXAS. 

Sbo.  9.  The  passenger  fare  upon  all  railroads  in  this  State  shall  be 
three  cents  per  mile,  with  an  allowance  of  baggage  to  each  passenger 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  pounds  in  weight;  provided,  however,  that 
where  the  fare  is  paid  to  the  conductor,  the  rate  shall  be  four  cents  per 
mile,  except  frpm  stations  where  no  tickets  are  sold,  and  that  the  mini- 
mum charge  in  no  case  shall  be  less  than  twenty-five  cents;  and  provided 
further,  that  when  the  passenger  fare  does  not  end  in  five  or  naught,  the 
nearest  sum  so  ending  shall  be  the  faie;  provided,  further,  that  in  no 
case  shall  children  under  ten  years  of  age  be  charged  a  higher  rate  of 
fare  than  two  cents  per  nwle;  provided  further,  railroads  shall  be  required 
to  keep  their  ticket  offices  open  half  an  hour  prior  to  the  departure  of 
trains,  and  upon  failure  to  do  so  they  shall  not  charge  more  than  three 
0ents  per  mile. 

Sec.  10.  That  direct  and  prompt  remedies  may  be  had,  and  penalties 
enforced  in  case  of  violation  of  any  laws  herein  named,  it  is  made  the 
special  duty  of  the  Attorney  General,  whenever  information  i»  filed  with 
him  by  the  State  Engineer,  or  any  other  person,  that  any  railroad  com- 
pany in  this  State  has  violated  any  provisions  of  the  laws  of  this  State, 
Sroviding  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  or  freight,  or  is  unjustly 
iscriminating  in  its  charges  for  transportation  against  any  person  or 
place  in  this  State,  or  is  guilty  of  extortion  in  its  charges  for  transporta- 
tion against  any  persons  or  place  in  this  State,  or  is  guilty  of  extortion 
in  its  charges  for  transportation  of  passengers  and  freight,  or  for  im- 
proper condition  of  road  bed,  track,  bridges,  or  other  structures,  cars, 
etation-houses  or  platforms,  to  give  ten  days  notice  in  writing  to  said 
corporation  of  said  complaint,  and  after  an  investigation  of  the  matter 
lie  shall  proceed  to  determine  whether  the  matters  complained  of  are  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  and  shall  givi3  notice  to  said  company  of  his  decision 
respecting  the  same,  and  if  any  such  violation  of  the  law  is  continued, 
after  the  railroad  company  is  so  notified,  or  if  the  actual  damage  is  not 
paid  to  the  party  aggrieved,  wfthin  ten  days  after  such  notification,  be 
shall  cause  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against  said  railroad  company  or 
companies,  to  fecover  the  penalties  provided  by  law;  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  citizen  of  this 
State  from  bringing  suit  in  his  own  name  against  any  railroad  or  trans- 
portation company  for  discrimination  in  freight  or  passenger  charges; 
provided  further,  that  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  for  any  overcharge 
shall  not  be  recoverable  unless  the  party  aggrieved  shall  give  notice 
thereof  in  writing,  to  the  railway  company,  or  to  the  agent  demanding 
or  receiving  the  same,  and  said  company  shall  fail  within  twenty  days 
thereafter, 'to  refund  to  such  party  aggrieved,  the  amount  of  such  over- 
<Aiarge. 

Sec.  11.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  im- 
portance of  a  law  regulating  the  management  and  control  of  railroads 
in  this  State,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  that 
the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days 
ahould  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  10, 1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  LXXI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  784,  of  Chapter  15,  Title  17,  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  784,  of  Chapter  16,  Title  17,  of  the  Penal  Code,  be  so 
amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  784.  If  any  agent  of  any  railroad,  steamship,  sailing  ves- 
"sel,  or  shipping  company  of  any  kind,  shall  receive  for  shipment  any 
"horses  or  cattle,  unless  such  horses  or  cattle  have  been  duly  inspected 
**  according  to  law,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
**than  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  animal  so  unlawfully  shipped." 

Sec.  2.  The  great  necessity  for  this  law,  and  the  near  approach  of 
the  end  of  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  creates  an  ithperative  public 
necessity,  and  emergency  the  constitutional  rule  that  bills  be  read  on 
three  several  days  in  each  house  be  suspended,  and  the  same  is  therefore 
suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXn. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  permanent  endowment,  inland  or  its  proceeds,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  and  its  branches,  including  the  branch  for  tii^e'  instruction  of 
colored  youths:  and,  also,  to  provide  for  hd  equal  endowment  for  the  benefit  of 
the  permanent  common  free  schools  of  this  Slate. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  after  the  payment  of  the  amounts  due  from  the  State  to  the  common 
free  school  fund,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  heretofore  made,  or 
liereafter  to  be  made,  of  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  set  aside  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  by  an  act  approved  July  14th,  1879, 
and  an  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  March  11th,  1881,  and 
-the  payment  directed  to  be  made  to  the  common  school  and 
university  funds  by  an  act  approved  Feb'y  23d,  1883,  the  remainder 
of  said  land,  not  to  exceed  two  million  of  acres,  contained 
in  the  counties  and  territory  specially  mentioned  in  said  acts,  or 
the  proceeds  thereof,  set  aside  by  said  acts  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  heretofore  or  hereafter  to  be  received  by  the  State,  shall  one  half 
thereof  constitute  a  permanent  endowment  fund  for  the  University  of 
Texas  and  its  branches,  including  the  branch  for  the  instruction  of  col- 
ored youths,  and  one  half  thereof  shall  constitute  a  permanent  endow- 
ment fund  for  the  common  free  schools  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  importance  of  the  subject  embraced  in  this  act,  and  the 
limited  time  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  the  great  accumulation  of 
bills  now  pending,  creates  an  imperative  public  emergency  for  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  act,  and  the  public  necessity  for  the  suspension  of 
the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  that  this  act 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage;  and  it  is  so  en- 
acted. 

Approved  April  10,  1883.  ^  r 

Takes  effect  after  passage.  Digitized  by  LjOOgle 
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CHAPTER  LXXIIL 

An  Act  to  fix  tbe  fees  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  require  the  collection  of 

the  same. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Department  of  State  shall  charge  and  collect,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  State,  for  services  rendered  m  said  Department,  the  follow- 
ing fees,  to-wit:  For  each  and  every  charter,  amendment  or  supplement 
thereto  of  a  private  corporation  created  for  the  purpose  of  operating  or 
constructing  a  railroad,  magnetic  telegraph  line,  x)r  street  railway,  or 
express  company,  authorized  or  required  by  law  to  be  recorder!  in  said 
Department,  a  fee  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  when  said  charter  is 
filed:  provided,  that  if  the  authorized  capital  stock  of  said  corporation 
shall  exceed  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  shall  be  required  to  pay  an 
additional  fee  of  twenty  five  dollars  for  each  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars authorized  capital  stock,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  after  the  first; 
for  each  and  every  charter,  amendment,  or  supplement  thereto,  of  a 
private  corporation  intended  for  the  support  of  public  worship,  any 
benevolent,  charitable,  educational,  missionary,  literary  or  scientific 
undertaking,  the  maintenance  of  a  library,  the  promotion  of  painting, 
music,  or  other  fine  arts,  the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  horticult- 
ure, the  maintenance  of  public  parks,  and  facilities  for  skating  and  other 
innocent  sports,  and  the  m&intenance  of  a  public  cemetery,  a  fee  of  ten 
dollars,  to  be  paid  when  the  charter  is  filed;  for  each  and  every  charter, 
amendment,  or  supplement  thereto,  of  a  private  corporation,  created  for 
any  other  purpose,  intended  for  mutual  profit  or  benefit,  a  fee  of  twenty 
five  dollars  shall  be  paid  when  the  said  charter  is  tiled  for  record:  provided, 
that  if  the  authorized  capital  stock  of  said  corporation  shall  exceed  ten 
thousand  dollars,  it  shall  be  required  to  pay  an  additional  fee  of  five 
dollars  for  each  additional  ten  thousand  dollars  of  its  authorized  capital 
stock,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  after  the  first:  for  each  commission  to 
every  officer,  elected  or  appointed  in  this  State,  a  fee  of  one  dollar;  and 
each  and  every  officer  elected  or  appointed  in  this  State  is  required  to  ap- 
ply [for]  and  receive  his  commission:  provided,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
shall  not  be  required  to  forward  copies  of  laws  to,  nor  attest  the  authority 
of,  any  officer  in  this  State  who  fails  and  refuses  to  take  out  his  com- 
mission as  required  in  this  act;  for  every  official  certificate,  a  fee  of  one 
dollar;  for  each  warrant  or  requisition,  a  fee  of  two  dollars;  for  each 
remission  of  fine  or  forfeiture,  one  dollar;  for  copies  of  any  paper,  docu- 
ment or  record  in  his  office,  for  each  one  hundred  words  fifteen  cents. 

Sec.  2.  All  fees  mentioned  in  this  act  shall  be  paid  in  advance  into 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  be  by  him  paid  into  tbe  State 
Treasury  monthly.  * 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  be  and  tbe 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas  a  daily  loss  accrues  to  the  State  for  the  want  of  a 
better  fee  bill  in  the  Department  of  State,  an  imperative  public  necessity 
and  an  emergency  exists  for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act,  and  it  is 
enacted  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.     Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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CHAPTER  LXXIV. 

An  Act  to  establish  uniform  weights  per  bushel  of  wheat,  corn  and  other  products 

of  the  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texafl: 
That  the  following  ^hall  be  the  legal  number  of  pounds  per  bushel: 
Wheat  sixty  pounds;  corn,  shelled  fifty-six  pounds,  corn  in  the  ear^ 
shacked,  seventy  pounds;  unshucked,  in  ear  seventy  two  pounds;  oats, 
thirty-two  pounds;  barley,  forty-eight  pounds;  rye,  fifty-six  pounds; 
back  wheat  forty -two  pounds,  white  beans  sixty  pounds;  Irish  potatoes 
sixty  pounds;  sweet  potatoes,  fifty-five  pounds;  onions,  fifty-seven  poundsp 
turnips  fifty-five  pounds;  dried  apples  twenty-eighi  pounds;  dried  peaches 
twenty-eight  pounds;  bran,  twenty  pounds;  Hungarian  grass  seed,  forty- 
eight  pounds;  hemp  seed  forty-four  pounds;  flax  seed  fifty  six  poundsr 
stone  coal,  eighty  pounds;  charcoal,  twenty-two  pounds;  salt,  fifty 
pounds;  clover  seed,  sixty  pounds,  timothy  seed  forty-five  pounds;  cot- 
ton seed  thirty-two  pounds;  millett  seed,  fifty  pounds. 

Sec.  2.  All  laws  coming  in  conflict  with  this  act,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjoummept. 


CHAPTER  LXXV. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of   fond,  wines,  beers,  fermented  or  distilled 

liquors,  and  drugs. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,. 
That  no  person  shall  within  this  State  manufacture,  offer  for  sale,  or  sell 
any  article  of  food,  wines,  beers,  fermented  or  distilled  liquors  or  drugs^ 
which  is  by  him  known  to  be  adulterated,  within  the  meaning  of  this  act^ 
Any  person  violating  this  provision  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex.- 
oeeding  five  hundred  dollars. 

Skc  2.  The  term  food,  as  used  in  this  act,  shall  include  every  article- 
used  for  food  or  drink  by  man.  The  term  drug,  as  used  in  this  act,  shal^ 
include  all  medicines  for  internal  and  external  use. 

Sec.  3.  An  article  shall  be  deemed  adulterated  within  the  meaning  o£ 
this  act:     (a)     In  the  case  of  drugs — 

1.  If,  when  sold,  under  or  by  a  name  recognized  in  the  United  State» 
PbarmacopoBia,  it  differs  from  the  stan«iard  of  strength,  quality  or  purity 
laid  down  therein. 

2.  If,  when  sold  under  or  by  a  name  not  recognized  in  the  United 
Slates  Phar?nacopoeia,  but  which  is  found  in  some  other  Pharmacopoeia,, 
or  other  standard  work  on  materia  medica,  it  differs  materially  from  the 
standard  of  strength,  quality  or  purity  laid  down  in  such  work. 

3.  If  its  strength  or  purity  fall  below  the  professed  standard  under 
which  it  is  sold. 

(b.)     In  the  case  of  food  or  drinks: — 

1.  If  any  substance  or  substances  has  or  have  been  mixed  with  it  so 
as  to  reduce  or  lower,  or  injuriously  effect  its  quality  or  stxength.^ 
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2.  If  any  inferior  or  cheaper  substance  or  substances  have  been  sub- 
stituted, wholly  or  in  part,  for  the  article 

3.  If  any  valuable  constituent  of  the  article  has  been  wholly  or  in 
part  abstracted. 

4.  If  it  be  an  imitation  of,  or  be  sold  under  the  name  of  another  art- 
icle. 

5.  If  it  consists,  wholly  or  in  part,  of  a  diseased,  or  decomposed,  or 
putrid,  pr  rotten  animal,  or  vegetable  substance,  whether  manufactured 
-or  not;  or  in  the  case  of  milk,  if  it  is  the  produce  of  a  diseased  animal. 

6.  If  it  be  colored,  or  coated,  or  polished,  or  powdered,  whereby  dam- 
age is  concealed,  or  it  is  made  to  appear  better  than  it  really  is,  or  of 
greater  value. 

7.  If  it  contains  any  added  poisonous  ingredient,  or  any  ingredient 
which  may  render  such  article  injurious  to  the  health  of  a  person  con- 
suming it;  provided,  that  the  State  Health  Officer  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Governor,  from  time  to  time,  declare  certain  articles  vr 
preparations  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  provided 
further,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  mixtures  or 
compounds  recognized  as  ordinary  articles  of  food;  provided,  that  the 
same  are  not  injurious  to  health,  and  that  the  articles  are  distinctly 
labeled  as  a  mixture,  stating  the  com]>on^nts  of  the  mixture. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Health  Officer  to  prepare 
and  publish  from  time  to  time,  lists  of  the  articles,  mixtures,  or  com- 
pounds declared  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  preceding  section.  The  State  Health  Officer  shall  also, 
from  time  to  time,  fix  the  limits  of  variabiliiy  permissible  in  any  article 
of  food,  or  drug,  or  compound,  the  standard  of  which  is  not  established 
by  any  national  Pharmacopoeia. 

Sec.  6.  The  State  Health  Officer  shall  take  cognizance  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  health,  as  it  relates  to  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs,  and 
the  adulterations  of  the  same,  and  make  all  necessary  investigations  and 
inquiries  relating  thereto.  He  shall  also  have  the  supervision  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  public  analysts  and  chemists,  and  upon  his  recommenda- 
/lion,  whenever  he  shall  deem  any  such  officers  incompetent,  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  .and  every  such  officer  shall  be  revoked,  and  be  held  to  be 
Toid  and  of  no  eflFect.  Within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
the  State  Health  Officer  shall  adopt  such  measures  as  may  seem  necessary 
to  facilitate  the  enforcement  of  this  act,  and  prepare  rules  and  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  the  proper  method  of  collecting  and  examining  art- 
icles of  food  or  drugs,  and  for  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  inspect- 
ors and  analysts,  and  the  said  Health  Officer  shall  be  authorized  to  ex- 
pend an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  in  this  section  provided. 

Sec.  6.  Every  person  selling,  or  offering,  or  exposing  any  article  of 
food  or  drug  for  sale,  or  delivering  any  article  to  purchasers,  shall  be  re- 
quired to  serve  or  supply  any  public  analyst  or  other  agent  of  the  State, 
or  local  health  officer,  appointed  under  this  act,  who  shall  apply  to  him 
for  that  purpose,  and  on  tendering  the  value  of  the  same,  with  a  sample 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  analysis  of  any  article  which  is  included  in 
this  act,  and  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the  person  selling,  under  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  for  a  first  offense,  and  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  subsequent  offense.  .  y  .  ..y  ^.^ -^— 
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Sec.  1.  Any  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  ♦reated 
and  pnnished  as  a  misdemeanor:  and  whoever  shall  impede,  obstruct, 
hinder,  or  otherwise  prevent  any  analyst,  inspector  or  prosecuting  officer 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,*  nor  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  8,  Any  acts,  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  All  the  regulations  and  declarations  of  the  State  Health  Offi^ 
cer,  made  under  this  act,  from  time  to  time  and  promulgated,  shall  be 
printed  for  general  distribution. 

Sec  10.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  rendering  it  improbable  that  this  bill  can  pass  through  the 
regular  course  of  legislation,  creates  an  imperative  necessity  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  sev- 
eral days,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Taked  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


,  CHAPTER  LXXVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1059,  Chapt»  r  3,  Title  15,  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Proced- 
ure  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  1059  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  of  this  State  shall 
hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Aeticle  1059.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  such  claim,  and  said  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  said  court, 
to  closely  and  carefully  examine  the  same,  and,  if  correct  to  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  amount  due,  and  in  favor  of 
the  officer  entitled  to  the  same;  provided,  that,  if  the  appropriation  for 
paying  such  accounts  is  exhausted,  the  Comptroller  shall  tile  the  same 
away,  if  correct,  and  issue  a  certificate  in  the  name  of  the  officer  entitled 
to  the  same,  stating  therein  the  amount  of  the  claim  and  character  of  the 
services  performed.  And  all  such  claims  or  accounts  not  transmitted  to 
or  placed  on  tile  in  the  ofiice  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  within 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  final  disposition  of  the  case  in  which 
the  services  were  rendered,  shall  be  forever  barred;  provided  further, 
that  the  owners  of  the  claims  or  accounts  that  have  been  barred  by  the 
provisions  of  this  article,  requiring  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  or 
placed  on  file  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  in  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  final  disposition  of  the  case  in  which  the 
services  were  rendered,  shall  have  six  months  from  and  after  the  time 
this  act  shall  take  effect  to  present  said  claims;  and  all  claims  or  accounts 
so  presented  shall  be  taken  and  considered  by  the  Comptroller  as  claims 
presented  with'n  the  time  allowed  by  law. 

Approved  April  11,  1863. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXXVIL 

Ad  Art  tn  establish  a  county  brand  for  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  and  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  advtTtisinjf  of  all  estniys.  l)r>inded  with  the  county  brand,  in  the  coun- 
ties to  which  the  county  brand  may  belong. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  several  countie8*iri  this  State  shall  have  a  brand  for  horses  and 
cattle,  said  brand  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the  "  (younty  Brand." 

Sec.  2.  The  county  brand  of  each  county  in  this  State  shall  be  a& 
follows^: 


Anderson j A.  A. 

Andrews A.  N. 

Angelina A.  L. 

Aransas A.  R. 

Archer A.  H. 

Armstrong A.  M. 

Atascosa A.  T.* 

Austin A.  U. 

Bandera B.  A. 

Bastrop , B.  S. 

Bailey B.    L 

Baylor B.  R. 

Bee B.  E. 

Bell ...• B.  L. 

Bexar  . . . .  i B.  X. 

Blanco B.  N. 

Borden /B.  D. 

Bosque B. 

Bowie B.  O. 

Brazoria B.  B. 

Brazos B.    Z. 

Briscoe B.  IL 

Brown B.  W. 

Burleson B.  U. 

Burnet B.   T. 

Caldwell C.  A. 

Calhoun C.  IL 

Callahan C.  L. 

Cameron C.  M. 

Camp C  P. 

Carson C.  Ri 

Cass C.    S. 

Castro C.  T. 

Chambers C.  B. 

Cherokee C.  K. 

Childress C.  D. 

Clay C.  Y. 

Cochran     C.  C. 

Coleman C.  E. 

Collins C.    L 

Collingsworth C.  W. 


Colorado C.  N. 

Comal C.  0. 

Comanche C.  J. 

Concho  C.  V. 

Cooke C.  U. 

Coryell C.  X. 

Cottle C.    2. 

Crockett C.    3. 

Crv»sby C.    4. 

Dallas D.  A. 

Dallam D.  L 

Dawson D.  N. 

Deaf  Smith D.  S. 

Delta D.  T. 

Denton D.  0. 

DeVVitt D.  E. 

Dickens  ....'. D.   I. 

Dimmltt D.  M. 

Donley D.  Nr 

Duval   D.J). 

Eastland E.  A. 

Edwards E.  D. 

Ellis E.  L. 

El  Paso E.  P. 

Encinal E.  N. 

Erath :....E.  S. 

Falls F.  A. 

Fannin F.  N. 

Fayette F.  K 

Fisher F.   l 

Floyd .F.  L 

Fort  Bend F.  B. 

Franklin F.  K, 

Freestone F.  R 

Frio F.  O: 

Galveston G>  A. 

Gaines G.  I* 

Garza G.  R* 

Gillespie G.  L, 

Goliad ,...G.  R 

GonzaleaDi^t^E»d4)yGo0.gl£..G.  0, 
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Gray G.  Y. 

Grayson G.  N. 

Greer G. 

Gregg. G.  G. 

Grimes G.  M. 

Guadalupe G.  E. 

Hale *.,...       H. 

Hall H.  A. 

Hamilton II.    I. 

Hansford H.  F. . 

Hardeman II.  N. 

Hardin II.  D. 

.Harris II.    S. 

Harrison H.  X. 

Hartley H.  T. 

Haskell 11.    6. 

Hays H.  Y. 

Hemphill : II.  M. 

Henderson H.  E. 

Hidalgo II.  G. 

Hill • H.  L. 

Hockley H.  K. 

Hood H.  O. 

Hopkins H.  P. 

Howard II.  R. 

Houston H.  4 

Hunt H.  XI. 

Hutchinson H.  U. 

Jack....    J. 

Jackson J.  A. 

Jasper  . . . ; J.  P. 

Jefferson J.  E. 

Johnson J.  H. 

Jones J.  O. 

Karnes K. 

Kaufman K.  A. 

Kendall K.  E. 

Kent K.  T. 

Kerr K.  R. 

Kimble K.  I. 

King K.  N. 

Kinney K.  O. 

Knox •... K.  X. 

Lamar L.  A. 

Lamb L.  M. 

Lampasas .L.  P.* 

La  Salle L.  S. 

Lavaca L.  C. 

i^e ................ ...... jui»  Ji(. 

A^eon .....•••••••••.•.•..« Aj*  4. 

Liberty L.  L 

Limestone L.  T, 

Lipscomb L.  B. 

Live  Oak.... L.  O. 


Llano L. 

Lubbock .' L.  K. 

Lynn L.  N. 

Madison M.  1. 

Marion .M.  2. 

Martin M.  4. 

Mason ; M.  N. 

Matagorda M.  R. 

Maverick M.  K. 

McCulloch M.  C. 

McLennan M.  L. 

McMullen M. 

Medina M.  A. 

Menard M.  D. 

Milara  ; M.    L 

Mitchell M.  H. 

Montague M.  E. 

Montgomery M.  M. 

Moore ; . . .  M.  O. 

Morris M.    S. 

Motley M.  T. 

Nacogdoches N.   S. 

Navarro N.  A. 

Newton N. 

Nolan N.  O. 

Nueces... N.   E. 

Ochiltree O.  II. 

Oldham O.  O. 

Orange O. 

Palo  Pinto P.  P. 

Panola P.  A. 

Parmer P.  R. 

Parker P.  K. 

Peo.os P. 

Polk P.  K. 

Potter P.    O. 

Presidio P.    R. 

Raines R. 

Randall R.  A. 

R«d   River R.  R. 

Refugio R.  E. 

Roberts R.    S. 

Robertson ' R.  O. 

Rockwall R;  L. 

Runnels R.  N. 

Rusk R.  K. 

Sabine S.   B. 

San  Augustine S.  A. 

San  Jacinto S.   J. 

San  Patricio S.  P. 

San  Saba S.   S. 

Scurry S. 

Sha<-kelford •^  . . . .  .^.S.  D. 

Shelby  . .  i  .Qi9it^sd.bvLi.0Ctgj£S.  H. 
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Sherman S. 

Smith • S. 

Somervell S. 

Starr S. 

Stephens S. 

Stonewall S. 

Swisher S. 

Tarrant ..T. 

Taylor 

Terry T. 

Throckmorton T. 

Titus T. 

Tom  Green T. 

Travis T. 

Trinity T. 

Tyler T. 

Upshur U. 

Uvalde 


T. 
O. 
R. 
E. 
L. 

I. 
A. 
T. 
E. 
H. 

L 
G. 

S. 
R. 
L. 
P. 
U. 


Van  Zandt V. 

Victoria V.  L 

Walker W.  K. 

Waller W. 

Wanhington W.  N. 

Webb W.  E. 

Wharton W.  T. 

Wheeler W.  H. 

Wichita W.  A. 

Wilbarger W.  R. 

Williamson W.  I. 

Wilson W.  L. 

Wise W.  S. 

Wood W.  0. 

Yoakum , . .       Y. 

Young... Y.  0. 

Zapata X. 

Zavala X.  X. 


Skc.  3.  The  owners  of  all  horses  and  cattle,  in  addition  to  their  pri- 
vate brand,  may  place  said  county  brand  on  all  horses  and  cattle  owned 
by  them,  and  shall  be  placed  upon  the  neck  of  all  animals  so  branded. 

Sec.  4.  Whenever  any  horses  or  cattle  branded  with  the  county  brand 
are  removed  to  another  county,  the  owners  of  such  stock  may  counter- 
brand  with  said  county  brand,  and  a  bar  under  said  county  brand  shall 
be  used  and  known  as  th6  "County  brand,"  and  when  so  counter- 
branded,  the  brand  of  the  county  in  which  said  stock  may  be  newly  lo- 
cated, may  be  placed  on  said  stock. 

Skc.  5,  Whenever  any  person  shall  estray  any  animal  on  which  any 
county  brand  may  be  found,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  of 
the  county  in  which  said  estray  may  be,  to  immediately  send  a  notice, 
containing  a  full  description  of  said  annimal,  together  with  the  marks 
and  brands,  to  the  county  clerk  of  the  county  to  which  the  county  brand 
may  belong,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  of  said  county 
brand  to  record  said  notice  in  a  book  kept  for  I  hat  purpose,  and  post  the 
same  on  the  court  house  door;  and  it  shall  further  be  his  duty  to  ascer- 
tain from  his  record  of  brands,  to  whom  said  animal  may  belong,  and  to 
notify  said  owner  by  letter  otherwise,  and  for  such  services  he  shall  he 
entitled  to  a  fee  of  one  dollar  from  said  owner,  and  the  county  clerk  fur- 
nishing the  notice  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  one  dollar  from  said 
owner. 

Sec.  6.  Any  county  clerk  who  shall  fail  to  send  a  notice  as  required 
in  section  5,  of  this  act,  the  county  clerk  so  failing  shall  become  liable 
to  the  original  owner  of  said  estray  in  an  amount  equal  to  the  value  of 
said  estray. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a 
printed  list  of  the  county  brands,  to  the  county  clerks  of  this  State,, 
who  shall  securely  post  the  same  in  their  office. 

Sec.  8.  Whereas  the  near  approach  to  the  end  of  the  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  we  now  have  no  law^s  by  which  notice  can  be  given  to  the 
owners  of  estray  stock  in  the  county  of  their  residence,  therefore  an 
emergency  exists  that  requires  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended. 

Approved  April  11,  1883.  Digitized  by  Goodc 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  ^ 
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CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  42ft  of  the  Penal  Code,  as  amended  March  15th  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,, 
That  article  426  bt^  so  amended  as  to  r^ad  hereafter  as  follows: 

Aeticle  426.  It  shall  hereafter  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  kill,, 
ensnare  or  trap,  or  in  any  way  destroy  any  wild  deer  in  the  period  of 
time  embraced  between  the  20th  day  of  January  and  the  first  day 
of  August  in  each  year;  arid  any  violation  of  this  provision  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  misdemeanor,  and  upcfn  conviction  before  any  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  shall  be  Hned  in  any  sum  of  not  less  than  twenty-five 
dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  together  with  the  costs  of  suit,  which 
fine  shall  go  to  the  common  shool  fund,  and  upon  conviction  of  said  of- 
fense, as  well  as  those  provided  against  in  articles  424  and'  425  of  this 
chapter,  the  person  so  offending  and  convicted  shall  stand  committed  to 
jail  until  such  fine  and  costs  are  paid;  and  any  buXcher,  huckster,  mar- 
keter, carrier  or  express  agent,  or  any  person  found  in  possession  of 
fresh  killed  venison  one  day  before  the  above  specified  open  season  be- 
gins, or  ten  days  after  the  open  seasdn  is  closed,  shall  be  de  med  equally 
guilty  of  the  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this  article,  and  liable  t'o- 
the  same  proceedings  and  penalties  herein  provided,  or  provided  in 
articles  424  and  425. 

Whereas,  the  laws  now  in  force  are  inadequate  for  the  protection  of 
game  in  this  State,  therefore  a  public  necessity  exists,  and  this  law  shall: 
shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  11,  1888. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAFi  ER  LXXIX. 

An  Art^oamend  Chapter  Xrili  of  the  Acts  of  1881  entitled  An  xVct  to  amend  section- 
46  of  an  act  lo  encoiira  e  st'xkraisirig  and  to  protect  stockraisers  approved  April' 
22nd  1H79,  and  amend  d  Aprit  4tli  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacto<l  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  section  46  of  the  above  recited  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Sec.  46.  That  the  counties  of  Anderson,  Austin,  Angelina,  Bowie, 
Brazos,  Burleson,  Bastrop,  Camp,  Cass,  Chambers,  Cherokee,  C<»llin, 
Colorado,  Cooke,  Dallas,  Delta,  Denton,  Ellis,  Fannin,  Franklin, 
Freestone,  Falls,  Galveston,  Goliad,  Grayson,  Gregg,  Grimes,  Hardin, 
Harrison,  lIen<lerson,  Ilill,  Hunt,  Jackson,  Jasper,  Jefferson,  Johnson, 
Kaufman,  Lamar,  Lee,  Leon,  Liberty,  Ma<lison,  M  rion,  Montgomery,. 
Morris,  Na<ogdoches,  Newton,  Orange,  Panola,  Parker,  Polk,  Rains, 
Red  River,  Robertson,  Rockwall,  Rusk,  Sabine,  San  Augustine,  Snn  Ja- 
cinto, Shelby,  Smith,  'farrant.  Til  us.  Trinity,  Tyler,  Upshur,  Van  Zandt, 
Walker,  Washinirton,  Wise,  Wood,  Calhoun  and  Victoria,  Wheeler,  Old- 
ham, Donley  and  the  nnnrganized  counties  attached  to  Wheeler,  Oldham 
and  Donley  counties,  Hidalgo  and  Starr  are  hereby  exempted  from  the 
operations  of  this  act  and  tlie  pr<»visions  of  the  same  shall  in  no  wise  re- 
late or  apply  to  the  aforesaid  counties — provided  that  in  those  countiea 
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bordering  on  the  lines  of  the  State  except  those  bordering  on  Red  River 
whether  organized  or  unorganized  the  Governor  shall  appoint  an  in- 
spector whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inspect  under  the  provisions  of  this  act: 
all  stock  about  to  be  driven  or  shipped  out  of  the  State  or  in  any  other 
<5ounty  exempt  from  the  operations  of  this  act  where  there  is  a  depot  or 
place  for  the  shipment  of  cattle  provided  that  such  cattle  shall  not  be 
subject  to  inspection  qu  board  of  any  railroad  unless  the  same  have  been 
placed  on  board  of  such  train  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  provisions 
of  this  act — and  provided  further  that  the  counties  of  Limestone,  Mc- 
Lennan, Bell,  Calhoun,  Navarro,  Hood,  Houston,  Soraerville,  Bosque, 
Austin,  Jackson,  and  Victoria  shall  be  exempt  from  all  laws  regulating 
inspections  of  hides  and  provided  further  that  the  Governor  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  appoint  one  inspector  of  hides  and  animals 
fur  Harris  county  who  shall  hold  his  oiiice  until  the  next  general  election 
-and  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXX. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Texas  by  adding  thereto  A j  tide  4420a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  article  4420a  be  added  to  the  Revised  Ciyjl  Statutes  as  follows: 

Article  4420a.  Whenever  it  is  necessary  to  drain  the  water  from 
any  public  road,  the  overseer  shall  cut  a  ditch  for  that  purpose,  having 
due  regard  to  the  natural  water  flow,  and  with  as  little  injury  as  possi- 
ble to  the  adjacent  land  owner;  provided,  that  in  such  cases  tho  com- 
missioners' court  shall  cause  the  damages  to  such  premises  to  be  assessed 
and  paid  out  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  county,  and  in  case  of  disa- 
greement between  the  commissioners'  court  and  such  owner,  the  same 
may  be  settled  by  suit  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  there  is  no  law  in  force  conferring  on  overseers  the 
-authority  to  drain  the  water  from  the  public  roadis,  and  this  session 
of  the  Legislature  is  near  its  close,  there  is  an  emergency  for  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  act  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  sev- 
eral days,  which  rule  is  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  722,  Chapter  8,  Title  17  of  the  Penal  Code  of  the  SUt«  of 

Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  722,  Chapter  8,  Title  17.of  the  Penal  Code  of  said  State  be 
-and  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,   ^y.  ,.,  ^^^  ..^ 
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Abticlb  Y22.  If  any  person  by  assault  or  violence  or  by  putting  in 
fear  of  life  or  bodily  injury,  shall  fraudulently  take  from  the  person  or 
possession  of  another  any  property  with  intent  to  appropriate  the  same 
to  his  own  use,  he  shall  be  punished  by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary 
for  life  or  for  a  term  not  less  than  five  years;  and  when  the  offence  is 
committed  by  two  or  more  persons  acting  together,  and  a  fire  arm  or 
other  deadly  weapon  is  used  or  exhibited  by  either  of  them  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  offence  the  person  or  persons  so  using  or  exhibiting  the  fire 
arm  or  other  deadly  weapon,  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary  for  life  or  for  a  term  not  less  thap  five  years. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXJCXIL 

An  Act  to  amend  Chapter  4  Title  12  of  the  Penal  Code  by  adding  thereto  Articlea 

403a,  4035,  and  403c. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Chapter  2  Title  8  of  the  Penal  Code  be  amended  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  articles  to- wit: 

Akticlb  403a,  Any  person  detained  at  any  quarantine  station,  who 
shall  willfully  absent  himself  without  leave  of  the  officer  having  charge 
thereof,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
thereof  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

Articlb  4035. '  Any  health  officer,  guard  or  other  employee  who  shall 
knowingly  and  wilfully  disobey  or  in  any  manner  knowingly  neglect  or 
fail  to  perform  any  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  the  provisions  of  quaran- 
tine laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  this  State  or  who  shall  disobey  know- 
ingly an  order  eminating  from  superior  authority  shall  be  fined  upon 
conviction  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars;  provided,  that  in  the  meaning  of  this  article  the 
Governor  and  State  Health  Officer  shall  alone  be  deemed  superior  au- 
thority. 

Abticlb  403c.  Any  person  coming  from  any  port  or  district  infected 
with  yellow  fever,  or  any  other  infectious  or  contagious  disease,  who 
shall  knowingly  evade  any  guard  or  pass  through  any  cordon  of  quaran- 
tine duly  established,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  u))on 
conviction  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  There  being  no  provision  of  the  Penal  Code  providing  ade- 
quate punishment  for  violations  of  the  quarantine  laws,  rules  or  regula- 
tions, therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  an  emergency  exist 
for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXni. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  issue  patents 
now  suspended  for  want  of  reports  of  County  Clerks. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  issue  patents  to  lands  that  have  heretofore  been  surveyed 
and  returned  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  have  been  suspended  because 
the  clerks  of  the  county  courts  have  failed  to  make  reports  as  required 
by  law,  when  said  Commissioner  is  satisfied  from  evidence  in  his  office 
that  such  patents  should  issue. 

Sko.  2.  Whereas  the  archives  of  some  counties  in  this  State  have 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  and  by  reason  of  such  loss  or  destruction,  no  re- 
port can  be  made  by  the  clerks  of  said  courts  as  required  by  law,  and 
whereas  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  suspended  the 
issuance  of  patents  for  want  of  such  reports,  therefore  an  emergency 
and  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists,  that  the  constitutional  rule  re- 
quiring bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this 
act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  en- 
acted. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

\ 

An  Act  t  o  amend  section  7  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  Act  to  give  effect  to  sbciiou  2  rt 
icle  9  of  the  Constitution  regulating  the  maimer  of  removing  and  locating  county 
seats  and  to  provide  for  the  location  of  county  seats  in  organized  counlied,  where 
no  county  seat  has  been  created  by  existing  law,"  approved  April  lOlh  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  section  7  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  give  effect  to  section  2  article 
9  of  the  Constitution  regulating  the  manner  of  removing  and  locating 
county  seats,  and  to  provide  for  the  location  of  county  seats  in  organ- 
ized counties  where  no  county  seat  has  been  created  by  existing  law  "  ap- 
proved April  10th  1879,  be  so  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  7.  That  in  the  organization  of  any  county  or  counties  now 
existing  or  hereafter  to  be  created  by  the  Legislature,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  county  judge  holding  the  election  in  such  new  county  for  county 
officers  thereof,  to  order  an  election  for  the  location  of  a  county  seat 
therein,  which  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  regulating  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  such  new  county,  and  the  place  receiving  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  by  the  electors  voting  on  the  location  of  such 
county  seat,  shall  thereafter  be  the  county  seat  of  such  county,  subject 
to  be  removed  as  other  county  seats:  provided,  that  when  any  county 
has  been  organized  and  no  county  seat  has  been  located,  the  county  judge 
of  such  county  shall  order  an  election  for  the  location  of  a  county  seat. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1056,  Chapter  2  Title  15  of  the  Code  of  Crimimd 

Procedure. 

SscTiON  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1056,  Chapter  2,  Title  15  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Proced- 
ure, be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Article  1056.  The  clerk  of  the  district  court  shall  receive  for  each 
felony  case  tried  in  such  court  by  jury,  whether  the  defendant  be  een- 
victed  or  acquitted,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars:  for  each  transcript  on  ap- 
peal ten  cents  for  each  one  hundred  words:  for  each  felony  case  finally 
disposed  of  without  trial  ^ye  dollars:  provided,  that  in  felony  cases 
where  the  fees  for  the  work  done  by  the  clerk  in  any  case  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  schedule  of  fees  provided  in  article  1093  of  the  Code  of 
Criminal  Procedure,  shall  exceed  the  amount  herein  allowed  he  shall  re- 
ceive one-half  the  excess  to  be  paid  by  the  State;  provided  further,  that 
when  a  felony  case  is  removed  from  a  court  by  change  of  venue,  the 
clerk  thereof  shall  receive  from  the  State  one  half  of  his  fees  estimated 
as  aforesaid,  for  work  done  in  the  case  before  such  removal:  but  in  ,all 
sach  cases  the  clerk  shall  attach  to  his  account,  to  form  a  part  thereof, 
an  exhibit  setting  forth  each  item  charged  supported  by  his  affidavit 
that  the  same  is  correct:  provided  further,  that  when  there  are  two  ^ 
moie  defendants  in  the  same  indictment,  the  entire  costs  up  to  the  time 
of  trial,  shall  be  distributed  among  them  equally,  and  in  ascertaining  the 
excess  only  a  pro  rata  share  shall  be  charged  against  each  defendant. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  Whereas  the  district  clerks  in  this  State  are  now  in  many  in- 
•  stances  receiving  compensation  in  felony  cases  wholly  inadequate  for  the 
services  performed  therefore  an  emergency  exists  that  this  act  take 
effect  from  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVL 

An  Act  to  amend  sections  one,  two  and  nine  of  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  *'An  Act  creating  the  office  of  Public  Weigher,  and  regulating  the 
appointment,  and  defining  the  duties  and  liabilities  thereof,"  approved  April  iOth^ 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  sections  one,  two  and  nine  of  the  above  named  act  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  so  amended  that  they  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Section  1 .  That  the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
appoint  five  competent  persons  as  Public  Weighers  in  every  city  which 
receives  annually,  over  one  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  on  sale,  or 
for  shipment.  In  all  cities  or  towns  or  railroad  stations,  which  receive 
annually  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  the  county  com- 
missioners' courts  of  the  counties  in  which  said  cities  and  towns  or  rail- 
road stations  are  situated,  should  the  commissioners'  court  deem  the  same 
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necessary  to  protect  the  sellers;  may  order  an  election,  at  which  all  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  county  may  vote  for  one  or  more  Public  Weigh- 
ers, provided,  that  the  county  commissioners  court,  may  provide  by  ap- 
pointment, for  cotton  weighers,  to  hdld  office  until  the  next  general  elec- 
tion, and  until  their  successors  are  qualified,  provided  that  if  any  election* 
is  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  before  the  next  general  election, 
the  t^rms  of  office  of  those  so  elected,  shall  expire  at  the  next  general 
election,  or  so  soon  thereafter  as  their  successors  are  elected  and  quali- 
fied; provided  that  in  townd,  and  at  railroad  stations  outside  of  county 
aeats,  the  county  commissioners'  court  may  appoint  one  or  more  Public 
"^Y^eififhers;  provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as 
to  prevent  any  other  person  from  weighing  cotton,  wool  or  hides  when 
requested  so  to  do  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof.     All  Public  Weigh- 
ers shall  hold  their  oflSces  for  two   years,  and  until  their  success*  »rs  are 
appointed  or  elected  as  the  case  may  be  and  qualified,  subject  to  removal 
for  misconduct  or  incompetency  in  office;  provided,  that  no  person  shall 
be  appointed  a  public  weigher  who  is  in  any  wif^e  interested  in  the  pur- 
x)hase  or  sale  of  cotton,  wool,  sugar  or  hides,  received  to  be  weighed, 
either  as  principal,  agent,  factor,  commission  merchant  or  employee. 
Sbo.  2.    Section  two  of  said  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 
Seotioi{  2,     Every  person  so  appointed  before  entering  upon  the  du- 
idiA  of  his  office  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially to  administer  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  also  execute  a  bond 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  pay- 
able to  thei  county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  the  appointment  is 
made,  and  his  successors  in  office,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  official  duties;  provided  that  in  cities  or  towns  receiving  for 
sale  or  shipment  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  bales  of  cotton  or  ^acks 
of  wool,  the  bond  of  Public  Weighers  shall  be  two  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  3.     Section  nine  of  said  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 
Section  9.     Any  Public  Weigher  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  fail  to  comply  with  any  of  such  provisions,  shall  be  liable 
at  the  suit  of  aiiy  person  injured,  upon  his  bond  for  damages  that  may 
have  accrued  to  such  person  by  such  violation  or  failure,  and  may  also 
be  removed  from  office  by  the  commissioners'  court  upon  satisfactory 
evidence  being  furnished  o'f  his  misconduct  or  incompetency;  proiTided, 
that  such  Public  Weigher  shall  have  five  days  notice  to  appear  before  said 
court  and  offer  testimony  in  his  behalf. 
Approved  April  12,  1883. 
Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVII. 


An  Act  to  be  entitlecl  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  lodimin- 
iflh  the  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiciion  of  the  county  courts  of  Matajforda,  Camp, 
Houston,  Kerr,  Mason,  San  Patricio.  Live  Oak,  D»»nlt*y,  Younir.  Comal.  Wilsion 
and  Atascosa  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  as  re- 
lates to  the  county  of  Houston. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 

That  so  much  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  diminish  the  civil  and  crimi- 

L   nal  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts  of  Matagorda,  Camp,  HoustoDi  Eerr, 
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Mason,  San  Patricio,  Live  Oak,  Donley,  Young,  Comal,  Wilson  and  Atas- 
cosa, passed  at  the  present  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  as  re- 
lates to  the  county  of  Houston,  be  and  same  is  hereby  in  all  things  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  the  crowded  condition  of  the  docket  of  the  district 
court  of  said  county,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session 
creates  an  emergency  and  imperative  public  hecessity  that  the  constita- 
tional  rule  requring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended 
and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage, 
and  it  is  so  enacted. 
•  Approved  April  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVIII. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  class! fie  tion,  sale  and  lease  of  the  lands  heretofore  or 
hereafter  surveyed  and  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  Common  School^  TJni- 
versity,  the  Lunatic,  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Orphan  asylum  funds. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  lands  heretofore  or  hereafter  surveyed  and  set  apart  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Common  School,  University,  the  Lunatic,  Blind,  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Orphan  asylum  *f unds  may  be  sold  and  leased  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  and  is  hereby  created  a  State  Land  Board  which 
shall  be  composed  of  the  Governor,  Attorney  General,  Comptroller, 
Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  shall  ex- 
ercise the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  hereinafter  prescribed. 

Sec.  3.  The  said  Stat  e  Land  Board  shall,  under  such  regulations  as  they 
may  prescribe,  cause  the  said  land  to  be  classified  into  agricultural,  pas- 
ture and  timber  lands  and  ascertain  which  tracts  have  permanent  water 
on  them,  or  bordering  on  them  and  cause  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
land  in  each  county  to  be  made,  showing  the  number  of  the  survey,  block, 
'  quantity  in  each  survey  name  of  company  or  individual  to  whom  the  cer- 
tificate was  granted,  the  value  of  the  improvements  and  the  owner  and 
such  other  descriptions  and  information  as  may  be  deemed  necessary^ 
and  a  permanent  record  thereof  shall  be  made  and  preserved  in  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Ofiice,  and  a  copy  of  such  record  relating  to  a  county  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  surveyor  of  such  county  or  land  district  in  which  the 
land  is  situated;  but  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  require  any 
further  classification  of  such  of  said  lands  as  have  already  been  classified, 
Unless  the  State  Land  Board  shall  believe  that  the  same  is  necessary  to 
ascertain  the  true  value  or  class  of  such  land. 

Sec.  4,  Said  land  shall,  in  no  case  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars 
per  acre  for  surveys  of  land  without  water  on  them  or  bordering  on  them, 
nor  for  less  than  three  dollars  per  acre  for  land  with  permanent  water  on 
them  or  bordeiing  on  them,  nor  less  than  five  dollars  per  acre  for  land 
having  timber  thereon  suitable  for  lumber,  nor  for  less  than  two  dollars 
per  acre  for  land  having  timber  thereon  not  suitable  for  lumber  and 
classed  as  timbered  lands. 

Sec.  5.  ^ny  actual  settler  upon  any  land  included  in  this  act  who 
is  now  and  was  an  actual  settler  in  good  faith  on  the  first  day  of  Jann- 
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ary  A.  D.  4883,  shall  have  the  right,  for  a  period  of  six  months  from  the 
time  the  land  shall  be  placed  upon  the  market  for  sale,  to  purchase  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  nor  more  than  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  the  land  so  settled  upon,  at  the  minimum  price  fixed  by 
this  act,  and  on  the  terms  and  rate  of  interest  fixed  by  this  act;  provided, 
however,  that  any  actual  settler  in  good  faith  upon  any  lands  in  any 
county  which  have  been  appraised  by  the  proper  surveyor,  and  such  ap- 
praisement has  been  approved  by  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  proper 
county,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections  two  and  three  of 
the  act  approved  April  6,  A.  D.  1881,  concerning  the.  sale  of  alternate 
sections  of  school  lands  in  organized  and  unorganized  counties  of  this 
State,  and  such  appraisement  has  been  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
but  which  lands  have  or  have  not  been  placed  upon  the  market  under 
such  appraisen^ent,  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  (unless  there  is  a  fractiop  of  less  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  now  existing)  nor  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  the  land  upon  which  they  have  settled  (to  include  their  improve- 
ments), at  the  price  per  acre  fixed  by  such  appraisement;  but  shall  be  re- 
quired to  pay  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  interest,  as  fixed  by  said  act  of 
April  6  A.  D.  1881,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  pay  all  or  any  part  of  the 
purchase  money  thereof  at  any  time.  Such  purchaser  shall,  in  all  other 
respects,  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act;  provided,  however,  tr.at 
any  such  person  desiring  to  purchase  any  of  said  lands  so  appraised,  shall 
within  six  months  from  the  time  this  act  tak^s  effect,  file  in  the  General 
Laad  Office  his  application  to  purchase  said  land  describing  it,  and  on 
payment  of  one  thirtieth  of  the  purchase  money  and  one  year's  interest, 
.  and  forwarding  his  afiidavit  stating  that  he  is  and  was,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1883,  an  actual  settler  in  good  faith  upon  said  Lnd, 
and  that  he  settled  on  it  with  a  view  to  purchase  it,  together  with  the 
afiidavit  of  at  least  two  credible  citizens  of  his  county  showing  that 
such  applicant  is  and  was  a  settler  in  good  faith  upon  said  land ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  such  land  having  timber  thereon  suitable  for  lumber 
or  shingles,  and  chiefly  valuable  on  that  account,  shall  be  sold  for  cash 
only,  and  may  be  purchased  in  quantities  of  not  less  than  eighty  acres 
nor  more  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres;  and  provided  further 
tiiat  other  timbered  lands  may  be  purchased  at  two  dollars  per  acre;  and 
provided  further,  that  no  preference  in  the  right  of  purchase  given  by  this 
or  any  other  section  of  this  bill  shall  extend  to  or  include  any  minerals, 
but  the  same  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  respective  funds  to  which 
stud  lands  belong. 

Sbo.  6.  The  lands,  when  placed  upon  the  market,  shall  be  sold  in  the 
county  or  land  district  in  which  it  is  situated,  by  such  authority  and  un- 
der such  system  of  competition  as  may  be  prescribed  by  said  Land  Board; 
provided,  that  no  person,  either  in  person  or  by  an  agent,  shall  purchase 
from  the  State  more  than  one  section  of  land  classed  as  agricultural  land,  or 
as  watered  land,  and  seven  sections  of  unwatered  pasture  land;  provided, 
the  board  may,  in  their  discretion,  require  the  purchaser  of  any  particu- 
lar section  of  watered  pasture  land  to  take  with  the  same  such  a  number 
o€  dry  sections  as  they  may  designate,  not  to  exceed  seven  sections:  and 
every  attempt  to  evade  the  limitation  of  this  act  as  to  the  amount  or 
dass  ©f  land  one  may  purchase,  by  any  device  whatever,  shall  be  deemed 
fraudulent,  and  the  fraud  may  be  showd  and  the  purchase  cancelled  by 
t^e  State  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  sale;  provided,  that  the  agri- 
cultural lands  shall  be  Eold  only  to  actual  settlers:  and  provided  further, 
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that  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  more  than  three  sections 
of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  within  five  jniles  of  the  geographioal 
centre  of  any  county.  No  corporation  shall  be  permitted  to  acquire  title ' 
to  more  than  one  section  of  land  in  any  one  county. 

Sec.  7.  Until  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  board,  the  land  shall  be 
placed  upon  the  market  in  the  following  manner:  when  the  tabulated 
statement  shall  have  been  forwarded  to  the  surveyor  of  the  county  or 
land  district  and  the  board  shall  have  designated  some  one  to  represent 
the  State  in  the  disposition  of  the  land  in  such  county  or  land  district  and 
notice  of  such  facts  shall  under  direction  of  the  board,  have  been  pub- 
lished in  not  more  than  three  newspapers  of  the  State,  and  shall  have 
been  published  under  the  direction  of  the  person  authorized  to  sell,  for 
thirty  days  in  the  section  where  the  land  is  situated,  the  lands  of  such 
county  or  land  district  shall  be  considered  upon  the  market  for  sale,  and 
the  person  designated  to  represent  the  State  shall  receive  bids  for  the 
same. 

Sbc.  8.  The  person  desiring  to  purchase  any  of  said  lands  shall  file 
his  application  with  the  person  authorized  to  sell,  designating  the  partic- 
ular section,  or  tract  less  than  a  section,  which  he  desires  to  purchase  and 
accompany  it  with  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  advertising  the 
bid  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board,  and  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  the  month  designated  in  the  advertisement,  and  after  at 
least  twenty  days  notice,  the  person  having  authority  shall  sell  the  same 
to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  at  the  court  house  of  the  county  in  which 
it  is  situated  if  in  an  organized  county  or  if  an  unorganized  county  at  the 
court  house  door  of  the  county  to  which  it  is  attached  for  surveying  pur- 
poses. The  application  shall  be  considered  the  first  bid  unless  raised  be- 
fore offered  at  public  outcry,  and  any  one  desiring  to  raise  the  bid  may 
do  so  by  notifying  the  seller  in  writing  at  any  time  before  it  is  put  up  at 
public  out  cry  or  orally  at  the  public  auction.  No  bid  shall  be  received 
at  a  less  sum  than  the  minimum  price  fixed  by  law,  nor  shall  any  fraction 
of  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  be  left  by  such  sale,  nor  shall 
any  fraction  of  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  be  divided:  nor 
shall  such  section  be  divided  into  other  than  half  a  quarter  section. 
Should  the  person  advancing  the  sum  of  money  for  advertising  the  bid 
as  above  provided,  not  become  the  purchaser  of  the  land  bid  for,  said 
money  shall  be  returned  to  him  and  collected  from  the  purchaser:  pro- 
vided that  no  sale  of  agricultural  land  shall  be  perfected  until  the  pro- 
posed purchaser  files  an  affidavit  that  he  intends  that  the  land  shall  be 
actually  settled  within  six  months:  and  in  case  of  failure  to  settle  the 
same  within  that  time,  the  proposed  purchaser  shall  forfeit  the  money 
already  paid  on  the  land. 

Sec.  9.  The  purchaser  shall  at  once  pay  to  the  person  selling  for  the 
State,  or  to  the  State  Treasurer,  as  the  board  may  determine,  and  within  . 
such  time  as  it  may  fix  one-thirtieth  of  the  amount  bid,  and  execute  bis 
obligation  for  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money,  payable  to  the  State 
of  Texas,  and  binding  the  purchaser  to  pay  one-thirtieth  of  the  whole 
price  on  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  year  until  the  whole  is  paid, 
and  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  whole  unpaid 
purchase  money  from  date,  payable  annually  on  or  before  the  first  of 
March  of  each  year;  and,  provided,  that  after  the  expiration  of  seven^ 
years,  the  purchaser  shallhave  the  option  to  pay  the  unpaid  principal,  and 
providing  that  a  failure  to  pay  the  annual  installments  of  principal  shall 
not  wjork  a  forfeiture  until  the  whole  sum  is  due;  provided,  that  upon 
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proof  of  actual  occupancy,  use  and  improvements  for  three  consecutire' 
years,  the  purchaser  shall  be  permitted  to  pay  all  of  the  purchase  money 
remaining  unpaid:  provided  further,  that  any  person  acting  as  agent  or 
attorney  for  another  in  the  purchase  of  any  of  said  lands  shall  file  with  the 
person  authorized  to  sell  a  legally  executed  power  of  attorney  from  his 
principal,  or  other  instrument  of  writing  from  a  court  of  competent 
authority  to  invest  him  with  powers  to  consummate  a  contract. 

Sec.  10.  If  upon  the  first  day  of  March  of  any  year  the  interest  due 
remains  unpaid  the  custodian  of  the  obligation  of  the  purchaser  shall  en- . 
dorse  on  it  "  lands  forfeited,"  and  the  account  kept  with  the  purchaser 
shall  show  such  failure  to  pay  and  such  forfeiture;  the  failure  to  pay  the 
interest  shall  ipso  facto  work  a  forfeiture  and  the  entry  on  the  account 
shall  be  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  there  shall  be  no  necessity  for  judicial 
ascertainment  of  the  facts  of  the  forfeiture:  and  no  defaulting  purchnser 
or  those  claiming  under  him,  shall  evade  or  avoid  the  effect  of  such  for- 
feiture at  once  by  reason  of  any  statute  or  law,  which  for  coverture 
infancy  or  the  like  would  otherwise  give  them  additional  time  for  pay- 
ments or  action,  except  as  follows:  Should  any  purchaser  die,  the  rep- 
resentative .or  heirs  of  the  deceased  shall  have  one  year  within  which  to 
pav  the  interest  due  on  the  first  of  March  next  after  such  death. 

Sec.  11.  The  person  authorized  to  make  sales  shall  receive  such  obli- 
gations for  the  State  and  account  for  the  money  and  notes  received  by 
him  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board. 

Sec.  12.  That  in  case  any  purchaser  desires  to  sell  the  land  purchased 
by  him,  he  may  do  so  after  his  first  payment  and  in  case  of  such  sale,  his 
vendee  shall  file  in  the  office  of  the  custodian  of  the  original  obligation 
of  his  vendor,  a  properly  authenticated  transfer  signed  by  said  vendor 
and  vendee,  duly  acknowledged  and  recorded,  in  the  proper  county,  and 
said  vendee  shall  thereby  assume  the  obligation  and  be  liable  to  the  pen* 
alties  imposed  upon  the  original  purchaser,  and  said  original  purchaser 
shall  thereby  be  relieved  from  any  further  liability  upon  his  obligation. 

Sec.  13.  Upon  payment  of  all  the  purchase  money  and  interest  upon 
notes  given  for  the  land  under  this  act  the  Commissioner  of  the  GentTal 
Land  Office  shall  issue  a  patent  to  the  purchaser,  or  his  assigns,  or  heirs, 
upon  payment  of  the  fees  prescribed  by  law;  provided,  that  no  patent  so 
issued  shall  include  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  nor  shall  it 
contain  portions  of  any  other  sections,  provided  further,  that  no  patent 
shall  issue  to  agricultural  lands  until  proof  of  actual  settlement  shall  be 
made  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board. 

Sec.  14.  The  minerals  on  all  lands  sold  or  leased  under  this  act  are 
reserved  by  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  fund  to  which  the  land  now  be- 
longs. 

Sec.  15.  The  said  Land  Board  shall  cause  the  timber  on  the  school 
land  suitable  for  lumber  or  shingles  to  be  sold  at  not  less  than  five  dol- 
lars per  acre,  cash,  no  less  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  one  sale.  The  purchaser  shall  be  required  to  remove  the  tim- 
ber sold  within  a  specified  time,  not  exceeding  four  years.  The  board 
shall  appoint  such  agents  and  make  such  regulations  relating  to  the  sale 
of  said  timber  as  may  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject herein  sought.  Land  which  has  on  it  timber  suitable  for  lumber 
and  shingles  shall  not  be  sold  except  to  actual  settlers  and  at  a  price  not 
less  than  five  dollarss  per  acre  under  such  regulations  as  the  board  may 
prescribe  in  tracts  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  nor  more 
than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  Land  Board  shall  in  every  sale  of 
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timber  or  timbered  land  where  the  timber  is  suitable  for  lumber  or  shin- 
gles, make  such  provision  in  the  sale  as  will  protect  the  timber  from 
trespass  on  adjacent  land  embraced  by  this  act  not  sold;  provided,  that 
if  any  purchaser  of  said  tinabered  land,  before  final  and  full  payment^ 
shall  cut,  sell  or  destroy  or  permit  any  one  else  to  cut  or  destroy  any 
more  timber  than  is  necessary  in  clearing  and  improving  said  lands,  and 
for  firewood  and  building  purposes,  he  shall  forfeit  all  claim  to  said  land, 
and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  this  provision  of  this  act  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  proper  district  or  county  attorney  to  institute  suit  in  the  dis- 
trict  court  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  situated  in  the,  name  of  the 
State,  against  any  such  purchaser,  to  have  such  forfeiture  duly  adjudged 
and  executed  and  a  judgment  entered  for  the  State  for  such  damages  as 
may  be  established  on  the  trial  of  said  cause. 

Sec.  16.  Pasture  lands  or  agricultural  lands  not  timbered,  may  be 
leased  in  suitable  quantities  for  stock  and  ranche  purposes  for  not  les&  ' 
than  four  cents  per  acre  per  annum  and  for  periods  not  exceeding  ten 
years,  by  such  agents  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  board  may  pre- 
scribe. The  regulations  shall  provide  for  competitfon.  Leases  shall  be 
made  in  the  localities  where  the  land  is  situated.  Where  there  is  an  ap- 
plication for  both  sale  and  lease  the  sale  shall  have  the  preference. 

Sec*  17.  All  lands  leased  shall  remain  subject  to  purchase  for  actual 
settlement  in  bodies  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and  forty  acres;  but  be- 
fore said  purchaser  shall  be  permitted  to  buy  leased  land  he  shall  swear 
that  he  intends  to  actually  settle  on  it  and  until  he  does  actually  settle, 
build  and  fence  thereon  the  lessee  shall  remain  in  possession;  provided, 
that  when  the  lessee  has  but  one  watered  section  leased  from  the  State  in 
the  same  vicinity,  such  section  shall  not  be  subject  to  sale  and  settlement 
during  the  term  of  the  lease;  and  provided  further,  that  when  a  sale  is 
made  of  leased  land  then  the  lessee  shall  be  entitled  to  have  a  pro  rata  of 
any  rent  which  he  shall  have  paid  in  advance,  refunded  him  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  upon  warrant  drawn  by  the  Comptroller  by  order 
of  the  Land  Board;  provided,  that  no  enclosure  bordering  on,  along  or 
across  any  stream  of  water  shall  be  of  a  width  of  more  than  four  miles 
and  a  space  of  at  least  forty  yards  shall  be  left  open  between  all  such  en- 
closures. 

Sec.  18.  The  said  Land  Board  shall  have  the  power  to  employ  and  dis- 
charge such  persons  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  cause  this  act 
to  be  efficiently  executed,  and  fix  their  compensation  and  may  delegate 
to  them  such  powers  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  aid  in  carry- 
ing out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  expenses,  of  selling  and  leasing 
the  School,  TJniversity  T)r  the  Lunatic,  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  or  Orphan 
Asylum  lands  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  and  leases, 
except  that  paid  by  the  purchaser  under  such  regulations  as  the  said  board 
may  prescribe. 

Sec.  19.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  20.  The  fact  that  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the  sale  and  lease 
of  the  land  herein  for  a  sufficient  price  under  fair  competition,  and  the 
fact  this  measure  may  fail,  if  it  is  delayed  to  come  up. in  regular  order, 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  that  the  rule  re- 
quiring this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended;  and  thiat 
this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  GoOqIc 
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CHAPTER  LXXXIX. 


1 


An  Act  to  amend  Article  787,  Title  23.  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 

Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  787,  Title  23,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Texas  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

GILLESPIE   CO. 

Abticle  787.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  dividing  line  between  the 
old  counties  of  Bexar  and  Iravis,  lying  eighteen  thousand  varas  (18,000) 
south  seventeen  degrees  west,  from  where  said  line  crosses  the  Perdi- 
nales  river;  thence  due  north  with  the  line  of  Blanco  county  to  the  south 
line  of  Llano  county,  being  a  line  running  due  west  from  a  point  ^\Q 
miles  due  south  of  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek;  thence  due  wast  with  said 
line  and  the  south  line  of  Mason  co.  seventy-seyen  thousand  varas; 
thence  due  south  to  a  point  lying  due  west  from  the  beginning;  thence 
due  east  seventy-seven  thousand  varas  to  the  beginning. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  fact  that  under  the  existing  law  the  courta  of  Gil- 
lespie county  outside  of  the  limits  of  said  county,  creates  an  emergency 
and  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  hereby  so 
suspended,  and  that  this  aat  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  XG. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  prescribe  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  in  the 
ninth  Judicial  district^  approved  April  9th,  A.  D.  1879. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tpras: 
That  the  District  Courts  of  the  counties  embraced  in  the  ninth  judicial 
district  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  be  hereafter  held  as  follows:  In  the 
county  of  Robertson  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June,  and  may  continue  in  session  eight  ii^eeks:  In  the  county  of 
Brazos  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continae 
in  session  six  weeks:  In  the  county  of  Milam  on  the  third  Monday  in 
April  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeks,  and  on  the  third  Monday 
in  October  and  may  continue  in  session  seven  weeks. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three 
several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  suspended,  and  the  accumulation  of 
business  on  the  docket  of  the  District  Court  of  Milam  county  creates  an 
emergency  that  this  bill  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 
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CHAPTER  XCI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1689  nf  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
.     adopted  by  the  regular  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  1639  of  said  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be,  and  the  same  is, 
hereby  amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to- wit: 

"Ahticle  1639.  The  party  appealing,  his  agent  or  attorney,  shall, 
•  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  judgment,  file  with  the  justice  a 
bond,  with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by 
the  justice,  in  double  the  amount  of  the  judgment,  payable  to  the  appel- 
lee, conditioned  that  the  appellant  shall  prosecute  his  appeal  to  effect, 
and  shall  pay  off  and  satisfy  the  judgment  which  may  be  rendered 
against  him  on  such  appeal.  When  such  bond  has  been  filed  with  the 
justice  the  appeal  shall  be  held  to  be  thereby  perfected:  but  if,  upon  the 
call  of  the  docket  upon  appearance  day  in  the  court,  to  which  the  appeal 
is  taken,  the  appellee  fails  to  appear  in  person,  or  by  attorney,  the  case 
shall  be  continued,  unless  it  is  shown  to  the  court  that  notice  of  the  ap- 
peal has  been  given  as  hereinafter  provided;  and  no  judgment  by  default 
shall  at  any  time  be  rendered  against  an  appellee *whose  appearance  has 
not  been  entered  in  the  case,  unless  and  until  it  is  made  to  appear  to  the 
coui*  that  notice  in  writing  of  such  appeal  has  been  served  upon  the  ap- 
pellee, his  agent  or  attorney,  at  least  five  days  before  the  first  day  of  the 
term  at  which  such  judgment  by  default  is  sought  to  be  taken.  Such 
notice  may  be  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  by  the  appellant,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  and  may  be  served  by  the  sheriff  or  any  constable  of 
the  county,  or  by  any  other  person  competent  to  make  oath  of  the  fact; 
and  the  service  shall  be  made  by  the  delivery  of  a  copy  thereof  to  the 
appellee,  his  agent  or  attorney:  and  su oh  service  shall  be  evidenced  by 
the  return  thereon  of  the  officer  executing  the  same,  or  by  the  oath  of 
such  other  competent  person  indorsed  thereon  and  filed  with  the  papers 
in  the  case.''  ^ 

Approved  April  13,  1883.  ., 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCn. 

An  Act  to  restore  to  and  confer  upon  the  county  court  of  Titus  county  the  criminal 
jurisdiction  h«Tetoiore  belonging  to  it  under  the  Constitution  and  general  statutes 
of  the  Slate  and  to  conform  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  of  said  county  to 
such  change. 

Sbction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  county  court  of  Titus  county  shall  hereafter  have  explusive  or- 
iginal jurisdiction  of  all  misdemeanors,  except  misdemeanors  involving 
official  misconduct,  and  except  cases  in  which  the  highest  penalty  of  fine 
that  may  be  imposed  under  the  law  may  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  said  court  shall  also  have  appellate  jurisdiation  in  criminal  cases  of 
which  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other  inferior  tribunals,  of  said  county 
have  original  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  2.     Said  county  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  forfeiture  and 


CHAPTER  XCIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  amendatory  of  Title  88  and  of  the  supplement  thereto  of 
the  Revised  Civil  Siatutes  approved  February  28, 1883. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  40d0i  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to 
hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Article  4090/.  All  the  costs  and  expenses  of  enforcing  and  main- 
taining the  general  quarantine,  or  such  as  are  ordered  by  the  Gover- 
nor or  State  Health  officer,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  appropriated 
for  quarantine  purposes  All  regular  quarantine  officers  shall  be  ap- 
pointed and  commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  all  health 
authorities  of  the  State  or  of  any  county  or  city  thereof,  shall  obey  the 
rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Governor  or  State  Health  officer. 
The  regular  officer  in  charge  of  regularly  established  quarantine  stations 
on  the  coast,  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  per  day  while  on  duty;  tempo- 
rary officers  or  those  commissioned  by  the  Governor  to  guard  against 
threatened  epidemics,  or  those  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  by  the  Healtii 
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judgment  of  all  bonds  and  recognizances  taken  in  criminal  cases,  of 
which  criminal  cases  said  court  has  jurisdiction,  and  shall  ^ave  power  to 
issue  all  writs  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said 
court,  and  shall  also  have  power  to  issue'  writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  Constitution  has  not  conferred  the  power  on  the  dis- 
trict courts  or  the  judges  thereof. 

Sec.  3.     The  district  court  of  said  county  of  Titus  shall  no  longer  have 
jurisdiction  of  cases  of  which  the  county  court  of  said  county,  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  has  original  or  appellate  jurisdiction.     And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  district  clerk  of  said  county,  within  twenty  days  after  I 
the  passage  of  this  act,  to  make  a  full  and  complete  transcript  of  all 
orders  on  the  docket  of  the  said  district  court,  in  cases  now  pending  be- 
fore said  district  court,  of  which  cases,  by  the  terms  of  this  act,  exclusive 
jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  county  court,  and  to  deliver  said  transcript,   , 
together  with  the  original  papers  and  a  certified  bill  of  costs  in  each  case  . 
to  the  county  clerk  of  said  county,  and  said  county  clerk  shall  enter  said 
cases  on  his  docket  for  trial  by  said  county  court.' 

Sec.  4.  The  county  court  of  said  county  shall  hereafter  hold  its  reg- 
ular terms  for  criminal  business  as  provided  in  the  Constitution  and  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  State,  and  all  process  heretofoi^e  issued  from  the  district 
court  of  said  county  in  cases  to  be  transferred  under  this  act,  to  the 
county  court  shall  b6  returnable  to  the  first  term  of  the  proper  county  ; 
court,  and  all  cases  so  transferred  shall  be  entered  upon  the  docket  of  the 
said  county  court.  * 

Sec.  6.  That  the  short  period  of  time  now  remaining  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  present  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  creates  the 
necessity  for  suspending  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  all  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house,  such  rule  is  accordingly  sus- 
pended, that  this  bill  may  be  read  a  third  time  and  placed  upon  its  final 
passage,  and  it  is  hereby  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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Officer  of  the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  Article  4090  of  this  Title, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  five  dollars  per  day,  and  such  other  pay  for 
«xtra  expenses  actually  incurred,  as  may  be  deemed  just  by  the  Gover- 
.  nqr  and  State  Health'  officer.  All  quarantine  officers  whether  of  towns, 
cities,  counties,  or  State,  shall  be  authorized  to  administer  oaths  to  any 
person  or  persons  suspected  of  violating  any  quarantine  regulations,  and 
any  person  or  persons  swearing  falsely  shall  be  punished  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Penal  Code. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  the  importance  of  an  efficient  quarantine  service,  creates  an  emer- 
gency and  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  18,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCIV. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  deficiencies  in  the   appropriations  heretofore 
made  for  payment  of  expenses  in  support  of  the  GoTernmeDtf  from  March  1st,  1882, 
to  February  28th,  1883;  being  for  pnyment  for  claims  registered  in  the  Comptroller's 
Office,  in  accordance*with  law,  and  for  outstanding  claims  not  registered,  and 
other  deficiencies. 
( 
Section  1.    Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made,  for  payment*  of  expenses  in  support  of  the  Government  from 
March  Ist,  1882,  to  February  28th,  1883^,  being  for  payment  of  claims  reg- 
istered in  the  Comptroller's  office,  in  accordance  with  law,  and  for  out- 
standing claims  not  registered,  and  other  deficiencies: 

DEFICIENCY   FOB   QUAKANTINB   SERVICES. 

To  pay  citizens  of,  or  the  counties  of  Hidalgo,  St^rr,  Came- 
ron, Orange,  Matagorda,  Brazoria,  Aransas  and  other 
counties  and  Pass  Caballo  and  Brazos  Santiago,  for 
quarantine    services,   when   approved    by    competent 

authority * $18,769  53 

To  pay  J.  L.  Daugherty  for  feeding  detained  prisoners  under 

quarantine. 281  40 

To  pay  M.  A.  Earl,  a  guard  at  quarantine  station  at  Texar- 

kana,  Texas  for  the  month  of  October  A.  D.  1879 30  00 

To  pay  Christian  Hess. 32  62 

To  pay  Duval  county 219  50 

To  pay  Nueces  county. . . . : 1,504  11 

TO  PAY  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  TEXAS. 

Geo.  L.  Hannisucker $99  00 

Isaac  N.  Mitchell i-n*t.^^*Goc  JH  76 

Benjamin  Cage *^9  25 
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Thomas  Cooper'. $104  25 

W.  W.  Stuart 47  25 

Thomas  Newcomb 31  60 

P.  M.  Bull 60  00 

Mrs.  John  Clark 64  00 

Alfred  Swingla  (balance  due) 30  00 

H.  Journay , 29  25 

Ed  Mallock. 24  00 

James  Stribling « 4 31  60 

William  Hemphill  (heirs) 35  oO 

John  O.  Barr 14  00 

Thos.  W.  Hunt ; 16  75 

To  pay  claims  for  services  rendered  for  frontier  defense,  or 

as  Texas  soldiers  prior  to  January  28th,  1861,  the  sum  of  5,000  00 

DEFICIENCIES   FOB   THE   JUDICIABY   SEBYICE. 

W.  H.  Andrews,   special  judge.   Hunt  county $124  61 

J.  H.  Henderson        "          '*        Cass          "     27  36 

Wharton  Branch        "          "        Jefferson  "     41  04 

G.  W.  Pasco  special  judge  Grayson  county 20  62 

T,  L.  Nugent,  district  judge  of  the  30th  judicial  district,  for 
three  days'  services  as  district  judge,  on  February  2p,  27 

and  28,  1879 20  60 

To  pay  special  judges  not  named. , 800  00 

"    "    deficiency  in  lights  and  fuel  for  Supreme  Court  being 
amount  of  surplus  in  appropriation  for   Court   of 

Commissioners  of  Appeals 126  0& 

"     "     salaries  of  district  attorneys  for  the  year  ending  Feb- 
ruary 28, 1883 1,600  00 

'*     "     porter  hire  for  Commissioners  of  Appeals  at  Galves- 
ton   30  00 

For  Court  of  Appeals  at  Austin,  books  and  stationery 169  80 

''     expenses  of  suit  relating  to  title  to  certain  land  con- 
nected with  the  A.  and  M.  College  now  pending  in  the 

Supreme  Court 800  OO 


DEFICIENCIES   FOB   STATE    OFFICEES   AND   CLERKS'   SALARIES. 


« 


John  S.  Ford,  Superintendent  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum $300  00 

W.  W.  Searcy,  executive  clerk 675  00 

W.  M.  Milby,             "             "     20  92 

J.  W.  Swindells,        "             "     602  82 

J.  H.  McLeary,   salary    Attorney  General  Jan  1   1883,  to 

Jan  10,  18''83 66  bb 

W.  E.  Saunders,  Lunatic  Asylum,  balance  of  salary  for  year 

ending  Feby  28,  1881 373  33 

To  pay  six  temporary  clerks  in  General  Land  Office 1,350  00« 

"     "     O.  M.  Roberts,  jr 1,190  06 

"     "     H.  L.  Spain 1161  67 

"     "     W.  A.  Wortham,  salary  as  Commissioner  for  apprais- 
ing school  timber  lands ,  . . .  166  66- 

"    reimburse  A.  Bledsoe,  for  amount  expended  by  hiraOHglc 
.  defending  the  mandamus  suit  against  him  in  the  In- 
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temational  Railroad  cases,  or  to  his  heirs  or  legal  rep- 
resentatives upon  satisfactory  proof  being  made  to  the 
Comptroller,  that  the  amount  allowed  has  been  ex- 
pended      $1000  00 

For  S.  N.  Pickens,  for  services  as  Inspector  and  Guard  for  the 
East  Texas  Penitentiary,  from  Jan.  14,  1879,  to  April 
7,  1879,  in  full  payment    207  60 

DEFICIENCIES    FOB  PAYMENT   OF  TBOOPS   IN   SUPPRESSING   BIOTS. 

Calvert  City  Guards $39  00 

Orange  Rifles 160  00 

San  Bernard  Mouhted  Rifles 36  00 

Coke  Guards 170  00 

Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad,  transportation 150  80 

Lamar  Rifles 224  20 

DEFICIENCIES   IN   SHERIFFS'   CLAIMS. 

To  pay  T.  J.  Hamm,  sheriff  of  Van  Zandt  county,  for  con- 
veying a  felony  convict  from  said  county  to  the  peniten- 
tiary, and  not  paid  for,  upon  proof  that  said  convict  was 

conveyed  and  delivered,  and  not  paid  for $147  00 

For  H.  C.  Denny,  in  payment  of  claim  of  J.  M.  Kiser,  sheriff 
of  Bell  county,  for  conveying  convicts  to  the  penitentiary 

from  said  county 101  60 

To  pay  costs    to   sheriffs,  clerks  and    attorneys  in  district 

courts,  on  file  with  Comptroller 15,000  00 

«    i<    ijV'm.  Scanlon,  sheriff  of  Cameron  county,  for.  carry- 
ing prisoners  to  the  penitentiary 800  00 

«    "    Wm.  Scanlon,  sheriff  of  Cameron  county,  expenses 

for  capture  of  R.  A.  Blanford , 358^00 

"    "    J.  B.  C.  Harkness,  sheriff  of  Frio  county,  for  convey- 
ing prisoners  to  penitentiary  in  1879 189  20 

"    "    W.  M.  King,  sheriff  of  Jack  county,  for  conveying 

prisoners  to  penitentiary  in  1881 235  40 

"    "    C.  C.  Dupree,  sheriff  of  Franklin  county,  for  convey- 
ing prisoners  to  penitentiary  in  1881 80  00 

"    "     W.^E.  Crosby,  for  fees  due  him  for  conveying  pris- 
oner. Bob   Whitcher,   from   Red   River  to   Wise 

county^  on  a  charge  of  murder 83  00 

"    "    James  W.  Cobb  the  reward  offered  by  the  Governor 

for  the  capture  of  J.  E.  Bland,  in  1879 .' . . .         100  00 

"    "    James  H.  Wren,  ex-sheriff  of  Hays  county,  for  ser- 
vices performed  in  felony  cases,  as  approved  by  L. 
W.  Moore,  judge  of  the  fifteenth  judicial  district, 
.     on  September  22,  1880,  to  be  audited  by  the  Comp- 
troller the  same  as  if  not  barred  by  limitation. . . .  106  70 
"    "    Henrjr  Fleming,  ex-sheriff  of  Wheeler  county,  for  con- 
veying Ed.  Hart   (a  convict)    from   Mobeetie    in 
Wheeler  county  to  the  penitentiary  at  Huntsville 
in  Walker  county,  a  distance  of  770  miles,  the  con-^ 
tractors  having  refused  to  come  for  the  s^i<J^eg>n^OO<^l^ 
vict,  these  services  performed  in  1882 216  00 
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To  pay  George  Wolf,  sheriff  of  Lampasas  county,  for  convey- 
ing convicts  in  1881  to  penitentiary  at  Huntsville,      $290  00 

ASYLUMS. 

To  pay  deficiency  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum  for  supplies  for 

year  ending  February  28,  1883 $2680  18 

BLIin>  ASYLUM 

For  balance  of  salary  due  Dr.  Rainey,  for  year  from  March 

.  1st  1879,  to  February  28th  1880 , $200  00 

DEAF   AMD   DUMB   ASYLUM. 

To  pay  deficiency  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  for  supplies 

for  year  ending  February  28,  1883... $2596  98 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

To  pay  Loving  &  Maxwell  for  labor,  lumber  and  glazing  Cap- 
itol building $36  60 

^  "  J.  S.  Pickel  for  removing  records,  safes,  furniture 
etc,  of  the  Comptroller's  Office  to  the  Temporary 
Capitol 148  19 

^'  "  Contingent  expenses  necessitated  by  removal  of  the 
books,  safes  and  furniture  of  the  Comptroller's 
Office  to  the  Temporary  Capitol.... 60  00 

xi    «    J)  ^^  Jones  for  furniture  for  Executive  Mansion,  in 

1878    67  45 

"     "     Mrs.  Sydney  L.  Cole  her  pension   as   the  widow  of 

David  Cole,  for  years  of  1870  to  1876 300  00 

"  "  Balance  due  members  of  Capt.  L.  L.  Fackett's  Com- 
pany of  minute  men,  organized  Oct.  20th,  1865,  by 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Parker  county  under  act  for 
frontier  d^  fense,  approved  Feby  7,  1881,  viz: 

A.J.  Caldwell 4  37 

N.  F.  Nunn 17  48 

G.RPatton 78  44 

^'     "    Mrs.  Julia  M.  Earner,  widow  of  Eli  Barner,  amount 

paid  by  her  husband,  through  error  for  purchase 

money  for  a  certain  tract  of  land,  known  as  the 

Alexander   survey,   situated    in  Harrison    county, 

•    Texas,  and  escheated  to  the  State,  by  order  of  the 

District  Court  of  said  county 1 116  02 

To  refund  Abraham  Howard  money  paid  into  the  General 
Land  Office  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  March  25, 
1881,  authorizing  the  refunding  of  moneys  wrong- 
fully paid  into  the  General  Land  Office  under  the 
acts  of  August  26, 1866,  and  Noven  ber  28,  1867, 
for  the  location,  sale  and  settlement  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Pacific  Railroad  Reserve,  which  land  be 
failed  to  obtain a  ^ . .  i^  .^'.--  .-i^  ^       80  00 
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To  pay  Anthony  Deffenbaugh,  Fi'ank  W.  Johnson  and  W.  L. 
Hunter,  members  of  the  Veteran  Board,  appointed 
tinder  act  of  1881,  (claimants  to  file  relinquishment 
of  all  claims  for  said  service  Jieretofore  rendered, 
prior  to  receiving  the  benefit  of  this  act),  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor 11424  60 

*^    "    John  N.  Lyle,  for  services  as  codifier  of  Revised  Stat- 
.  «    "    utes,  from  July  22,  1879,  to  Oct.  10,  1879,  at  $208.33| 

per  month,  for  two  months  and  eighteen  days 541  40 

*^  "  James  B.  Smith  for  extra  work  on  temporary  Cap- 
itol       4,412  10 

*^    "    James  B.  Smith  on  the  original  contract  for  building 

the  new  Capitol «. 300  00 

**  •"  Gilbert  Book  Company,  when  the  balance  of  books 
are  delivered  in  compliance  with  act  of  May  6,  1882, 
4115  copies  yet  to  be  delivered,  at  the  'rate  of  13.00 

per  copy .12,345  00 

For  balance  due  on  public  printing  done  during  the  year  end- 
ing February  28,  1883  . .' 300  00 

**  deficiency  in  support  for  State  students  at  Agricultural 
and  Mechanical  College,  to  end  of   present  session, 

June,  1883'     6,000  00 

^'  M.  H.  McLaurin,  sixteen  days  salary  in  January,  1883, 
as  superintendent  of  construction  of  temporary  State 
Capitol  at  15.00  per  day  by  order  of  the  Capitol  Board  • 

(approved  by  John  Ireland,  Governor  and  President  of 

the  Capitol  Board .' 80  00 

To  pay  Thomas  Goggan  balance  due  on  piano  for  Governor's 
mansion  bought  in  the  year  1872,  in  full  payment 

and  satisfaction 325  00 

«    "    Wm.  Brueggerhoff  rent  of  rooms,  used  by  State  offi- 
cers, under  control  of  the  several  Departments  ....         818  00 
^*    "    Tom  Murrah,  agent  for  owner,  for  rent  of  building  on 
Pecan  street  for  Comptroller's  office,  and  also   for 

Treasurer's  office,  as  per  contract  170  00 

^*  "  Geo  H.  Bagsdale,  for  surveying  certain  University 
lands  in  Cooke  county,  1874,  and  1875,  this  amount 

to  be  paid  out  of  the  available  University  fund 400  00 

•**  "  Galveston  News  for  printing  notices  for  Commis- 
sioners of  Appeals,  $12.45  ^nd  Asylums  $85.80 98  25 

"    «    JVr.  T.  Thompson,  for  rent 38  00 

"    "    A.  W.  Reilly  for  publishing  citation  in  escheat  suit 

in  Van  Zandt  county    40  95 

To  pay  teachers  and  inspectors  of  public  free  schools  for  ser- 
vices rendered  prior  to  July  1,  1873,  said  claims  to 
be  audited  by  the  Comptroller  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  under  which  said  services  were  rendered, 
and  acts  on  the  subject,  approved  respectively  on 
April  27,  1874,  and  tfuly  6,  1876,  the  said  Comp- 
troller to  determine  in  all  oases  from  information  he 
may  regard  as  reliable,  if  said  claims  are  hoLest 
and  proper,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  proved  up  t 

or  established  as  provided  in  said  acts,  and  this  ap-^^g^^ 
propriation  to  be  only  for  the  unexhausted  surplus 
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of  the  appropriation  by  the  Seventeenth  Legislature; 
and  the  Comptroller  shall  have  power  to  reject  all 
such  claims  as  he  may  find  frandalent,  and  said  rejec- 
tion shall  forever  bar  the  same;  and  all  rejections  by 
previous  Comptrollers  shall  remain  and  not  be  re- 
vived by  this  appropriation.  Should  this  amount  be 
found  insufficient  to  pay  the  claims  audited  by  the 
Comptroller^  he  shall  pro  rata  the  same  among  said 
audited  claims;  provided^  that  no  claims  not  hereto- 
fore established  or  proved  up  under  the  laws  under 
which  the  services  were  rendered  or  under  one  of 
said  acts^  shall  be  audited  hereunder^  and  no  claim 
shall  be  audited,  unless  the  same  is  filed  in  tl^e 
Comptroller's  office  within  six  months  within  the 
passage  of  this  act.    All  claims  not  so  filed  within 

six  months  shall  be  forever  barred $16,000  00 

Due  Burnett  &  Kilpatrick^  as  lessees  of  the  State  Penitentiary, 
being  excess  in  value  of  property  turned  over  by 

them  to  the  State 440  80 

Sec.  2.    That  whereas,  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session 
of  the  Legislature  creates  an  imperative  *public  necessity  that  the  con- 
stitutional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  both 
houses  be  suspended,  and  the  fact  that  there  is  ample  money  in  the 
Treasury  to  pay  these  deficiencies,  creates  an  emergency  that  requires  this 
0  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  ft  is 
therefore  enacted  that  the  constitutional  rule  be  suspended,  and  that  this 
act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 
Approved  April  13,  1883. 
Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  575,  Chapter  3,  Title  20  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  by  adding  thereto  Section  9. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  another  section,  to  be  numbered  "  Section  9,"  be  added  to  Article 
675  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Texas,  to  read  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Sbction  9.  Any  private  corporation  created  either  by  special  act  of  the 
Legislature,  or  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  law,  for  the  support 
of  any  benevolent,  charitable,  educational  or  missionary  undertaking,  the 
support  of  any  literary  or  scientific  undertaking,  the  maintenance  of  a 
library,  or  the  promotion  of  ^  painting,  music  or  other  fine  arts,  whose 
charter  may  expire  or  may  have  expired  by  limitation  may  revive  such 
charter  with  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  and  rights  of  property, 
real  and  personal,  exercised  and  held  by  it  at  the  date  of  the  expiration 
of  its  said  charter,  by  filing,  with' the  consent  of  a  majority  of  its  stock- 
holders, a  new  charter  under  the  provision  of  the  general  law  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  reciting  therein  such  original  privileges  and  immunities 
and  rights  of  property,  and  by  filing  therewith  a  certified  copy  of  snch 
original  forfeited  charter:  and  any  two  or  more  of  such  corporations  nut/ 
revive  and  consolidate  their  charters  under  a  new  corporate  name  or  nn- 
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der  the  name  of  either,  with  all  the  privileges,  immunities  and  rights  of 
property,  real  and  personfil,  enjoyed  by  each  at  the  date  of  the  expira- 
tion of  their  several  charters,  by,  in  like  manner  filing  a  charter,  which 
shall  recite  the  fact  of  consolidation,  accompanied  by  certified  copies  of 
said  original  charters:  provided  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
relieve  any  corporation  from  the  payment  of  occupation  taxes  now  or 
hereafter  required  by  law. 

The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for  his  ap- 
proval on  2nd  day  of  April  A.  D.  1883,  and  was  not  signed  by  him  nor 
returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objections  thereto, 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereupon  became  a 
law  without  his  signature. 
♦Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Title  17  Chapter  10  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texad 
bj  adding  thereto  Articles  503a  and  503& 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas 
That  Title  17  Chapter  10  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  art- 
icles to  be  known  as  articles  503a  and  503^. 

Abticle  503a.  Whenever  fifty  qualified  voters  of  any  territoiy  with- 
in the  limits  of  any  incorporated  town  shall  sign  and  present  a  petition 
to  the  mayor  of  such  city  praying  that  such  territory,  ^tting  the  same 
out  bv  metes  and  bounds  be  declared  no  loneer  a  part  of  such  town,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  thereof  to  order  an  election  within  thirty 
days  thereafter  to  be  holden  at  the  different  voting  precincts  of  said 
town:  and  if  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  said  town  voting  at  such 
election,  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  discontinuing  said  territory  as  a  part 
of  said  town  the  mayor  of  said  city  shall  declare  such  territory  no  longer 
a  part  of  said  city  and  shall  enter  an  order  to  that  effect  on  the  minutes 
or  records  of  the  city  council,  and  from  and  after  the  date  of  such  or- 
der said  territory  shall  cease  to  be  a  part  of  said  town:  provided  no 
city  or  town  shall  thus  be  reduced  to  a  less  area  than  one  square  mile  or 
one  mile  in  diameter  around  the  centre  of  the  original  corporate  limits. 

Artiolb  503ft.  Whenever  any  territory  shall  withdraw  as  above  pro- 
vided and  such  city  or  town  shall  at  the  time  of  such  withdrawal  owe 
any  debts  by  bond  or  otherwise,  such  withdrawing  territory  shall  not  be 
released  from  the  payment  of  its  pro  rata  of  such  indebtedness,  but  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  city  council  to  continue  to  levy  an  ad  valorem 
tax  each  year  on  the  propertv  of  said  territory  of  the  same  rate  as  is 
levied  upon  other  property  of  such  city  until  the  taxes  collected  from 
said  territory  shall  equal  its  pro  rata  share  of  the  indebtedness  of  said 
city  or  town  at  the  time  of  the  withdrawal.  The  taxes  so  collected  shall 
be  ^charged  only  with  the  cost  of  levying  and  collecting  the  same,  and 
the  same  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  payment  of  said  pro  rata 
share  of  indebtedness.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevefit 
the  inhabitants  of  said  territory  from  paying  in  full  at  any  time  their 
pro  rata  share  of  the  indebtedness  of  said  city. 

Sec.  2.    The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 


100  GENERAL  LAWS  OP  TEXAS. 

ture  and  the  importance  of  permitting  towns  to  diminish  their  limits^ 
creates  an  emergency  and  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule^ 
requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended  and  it  bT 
hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCVII. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of   the  minerals  in  the  Public  School, 
University,  Asylum  and  Public  Lands  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  minerals  in  the  Public  School,  University,  Asylum  and  public 
.  lands  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  and  the  same  are  reserved  from  the  op- 
eration of  the  laws  for  the  sale  of  such  lands  and  shall  be  used  and  dis- 
posed of  for  the  benefit  of  the  respective  funds  for  which  said  lands  are 
now  set  apart  as  hereinafter  prescribed.  ■ 

Sec.  2.  The  State  Land  Board  shall  have  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  disposition  and  use  of  said  minerals  and  shall  provide  such 
rules  and  regulations  therefor  as  to  them  may  seem  best  within  the  pro- 
visions Qf  this  act. 

^  Sec.  3.  When  a  prospector  or  miner^'shall  discover  upon  any  of  said 
lands  any  mine  Qf  coal,  iron,  tin,  copper,  lead,  silver  or  gold  be  shall  im- 
mediately stake  the  same  in  its  apparent  extent  not  to  exceed  in  size 
three  hundred  feet  one  way  by  fifteen  hundred  feet  the  other  way,  the 
corners  to  be  marked  by  distinct  stone  land  marks  and  shall  within  forty 
days  thereafter  file  a  aescription  of  said  mine,  the  county  in  which  it 
is  situated,  the  number  of  survey,  the  company  or  individual  to  whom 
the  same  was  issued,  and  such  other  description  as  is  practicable  in  the 
clerk's  office  of  the  county  where  the  land  lies  or  if  an  unorganized 
county,  then  in  the  county  to  which  the  same  is  attached  for  surveying 
^  purposes,  which  description  shall  be  verified  by  an  affidavit  of  the  fact 
that  he  is  the  discoverer  of  said  mine,  and  that  he  intends  to  fully  pros- 
pect the  same  and  comply  with  the  law  pertaining  to  the  same  in  good 
faith;  and  shall  be  registered  in  the  record  of  deeds.  He  shall  then 
have  the  privilege  of  selling  the  rights  he  may  have  acquired  in  said 
mine — provided  that  he  or  his  assigns  shall  within  ninety  days  after  the 
filing  of  such  description  have  said  mine  surveyed  and  shall  file  a  copy 
of  said  survey  together  with  specimens  of  the  ore  taken  therefrom  with 
the  State  Land  Board  at  Austin. 

Sec.  4.  After  the  filing  of  such  survey  and^  specimens,  the  discoverer 
or  his  assigns  shall  work  said  mine  for  his  own  benefit  and  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  fund  to  which  said  mine  belongs,  said  fund  to  receive  five  per 
centum  of  the  gross  receipts  from  said  mine  to  be  paid  and  received  in 
such  manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Land  Board  may  prescrihe 
by  general  rules  applying  alike  to  all  such  cases — provided  that  the 
mines  shall  be  worked  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Land 
Board  may  prescribe,  and  which  may  be  from  time  to  time,  changed,  and 
they  may  by  regulation  prescribe  such  conditions  of  forfeiture  of  the 
rights  hereby  conferred  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  on  their  violation 
declare  such  forfeiture — provided   further  that  any  one  taking  up  » 
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mining  claim  of  th<B  dimensions  herein  provided  for  shall  do  at  least  two 
hundred  dollars  worth  of  work  per  annum  on  the  same,  and  furnish  an- 
nual proof  of  the  same  to  the  Land  Board.  Any  one  failing  to  comply 
Vith  this  provision  shall  forfeit  his  interest  and  it  shall  be  subject  to  en- 
try by  any  other  person  and  it  shall  require  no  judicial  forfeiture. 

Sec.  5.  The  filing  and  registration  of  the  description  hereinbefore 
provided  to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk  shall  be  constructive  notice  of 
claim.  But  all  persons  who  have  heretofore  discovered  and  worked 
mines  on  said  lines  shall  have  a  prior  right  for  ninety  days  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  in  which  to  comply  with  this  law  as  discoverer. 

Sec.  6.  This  being  a  matter  of  great  general  interest  and  importance 
,  and  there  being  no  law  regulating  the  same  an  imperative  public  necess- 
ity and  emergency  exists  for  its  immediate  passage,  therefore  it  jis  enacted 
that  the  constitutional  rule  be  suspended  and  that  this  act  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage.       ^ 


CHAPTER  XCVIII. 

Ad  Act  to  amend  Article  4742  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  this  State. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  4742  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to 
hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Abticlb  4742.  The  collector  of  taxes  shall,  on  forms  to  be  furnished 
"for  that  purpose  by  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  make  a  re- 
"port  under  oath,  to  the  Comptroller,  of  all  taxes  collected  by  him  for 
"the  State,  every  three  months.  The  first  report  shall  include  the 
"months  of  October,  November  and  December;  the  second  shall  include 
"the  months  of  January,  February  and  March;  the  third  shall  include 
^Uhe  months  of  April,  May  and  June;  the  fourth  shall  include  the 
"  months  of  July,  August  and  September  in  each  year,  and  he  shall  make 
"  a  like  report  at  each  regular  term  of  the  commissioners'  court  of  all 
"  taxes  collected  for  the  county." 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  13,  1883.  ^ 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  XCIX. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  .4767  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  regulating  the  fees  of 

tax  collectors. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the, State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  4767  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  shall  hereafter  read  as 
follows: 

Article  4767.     The  collector  of  taxes  shall  receive  as  compensation 
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for  his  services  six  per  cent  on  the  first  ten  thousand  dollars  of  taxes  col- 
lected and  five  per  cent  on  the  next  ten  thousand  dollars  collected  bj 
him  for  the  State  and  two  per  cent  on  all  such  taxes  collected  over  that 
sum:  for  collecting  the  county  tax  five  per  cent  on  the  first  five  thou-* 
sand  dollars  of  such  taxes  so  collected  by  him  and  four  per  cent  on  the 
next  five  thousand  dollars  collected  and  two  per  cent  on  all  such  taxes 
collected  over  that  sum  and  that  in  counties  owing  subsidies  to  railroads, 
the  collector  shall  receive  only  one  per  cent  for  collecting  ruch  railroad 
tax  and  in  case  where  property  is  levied  on  and  sold  for  taxes  he  shall 
receive  the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  sheriffs  or  con- 
stables for  making  a  levy  and  sale  in  similar  cases;  but  in  no  case  to  in- 
clude commissions  on  such  sales. 

Sec.  2.  .  And  on  all  occupations  and  license  taxes  collected  five  per 
centum.  '  - 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  and  the  fact 
that  the  compensation  of  tax  collectors  is  inadequate  creates  an  impera- 
tive public  necessity  and  an  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rule  re- 
quiring this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  davs  be  suspended  and  it 
1^  suspended  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  and  after 

its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  17,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  C;. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  669,  Tide  17,  Chapter  2,  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
adopt  and  establish  a  Penal  Code  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of 
Texas,  passed  Feby  21st,  187p. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  669^  Title  17,  Chapter  2,  of  an  act  to  adopt  and  establish  a 
Penal  Code  and  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  for  the  State  of  Texas, 
passed  Feby  2l8t,  187&,  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Aetiole  669.  If  any  person  shall  wilfully  or  negligently  set  fire  to, 
or  burn,  or  cause  to  be  burned,  any  wood  land  or  prairie  not  his  own,  he 
shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  fifty,  nor  more  than  three  hundred, 
dollars. 

Sec.  2f.  Whereas,  this  session  approaches  its  close  and  time  is  want- 
ing within  which  to  consider  this  bill  on  three  several  days  in  each 
house  and  secure  its  passage  by  the  end  of  the  session,  therefore  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  is  created  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days;  and  it  is  sD 
enacted. 

Approved  April  14, 1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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CHAPTER  CI. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  1190  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  so  as  to  make  the  pro- 
visions of  the  article  apply  to  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  corporations. 

Skctiok  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  1190  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  be  so  amended  as  to 
hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Abticle  1190.  In  pleading  the  charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  of  &ny 
corporation,  public  or  private,  it  sh^l  not  be  necessary  to  set  out  at 
length  such  charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  biit  it  shall  be  sufficient  to 
allege  that  such  corporation  was  duly  incorporated,  and  such  allegation 
by  either  party  shall  be  taken  as  true,  unless  denied  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
adverse  party,  his  agent  or  attorney.      ' 

Approved  April  17,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjourntnent. 


CHAPTER    CII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  66,  67,  68,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  80  and  97  of  an  Act  entitled 
•*An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  " 
passed  ^March  17th  1879,  and  to  ameiid  Articles  75  and  79  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes,  of  the  State  of  Texas  as  amended  on  April  18th  1879  and  to  add  Article 
68a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  66,  67,  68,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  79,  80  and  97  of  the  Re- 
vised Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  shall  be  so  amended  as  hereaf- 
ter to  read  as  follows. 

Abticle  66.  The  Asylum  heretofore  established  bv  law  at  the  seat 
of  government  and  any  other  that  may  hereafter  be  established  elsewhere 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  insane  persons,  shall  be  managed  and  con- 
trolled in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  title. 

Article  67.  The  general  control  management  and  direction  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Texas  Asylums  for  the  Insane  shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of 
managers  to  be  styled,  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums, 
subject  only  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature.  Three  of  the  members  of  each  board  shall  reside  within 
five  miles  of  their  respective  Asylums. 

Abticle  68.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  for  the  Lunatic  Asylum  and 
each  branch  thereof  a  board  of  managers  consisting  of  five  members, 
who  shall  hold  their  terms  of  office  as  follows:  two  shall  hold  their  office 
for  two  years:  two  for  four  years  and  one  for  six  years  or  until  their 
successors  are  appointed  and  qualified:  and  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs 
in  said  boards,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor  and  the  term  of  office 
of  the  person  so  appointed  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person 
whose  place  is  made  vacant.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Abticle  68a.  Each  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  be 
paid  five  dollars  per  day  and  five  cents  a  mile  for  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  the  Asylums  for  the  purpose  of  holding  their  monthly  meet- 
ings: provided  for  by  this  act  and  no  member  shall  be  paid,  except  in 
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case  of  his  actual  attendance  on  said  meetings,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
president  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  approved  by  the  Saperintendent 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  GomptroUer  to  draw  his  warrant 
upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount  due  each  member  of  said  board,  for 
his  attendance  on  said  meetings:  provided,  no  meeting  shall  be  for  a 
longer  time  than  one  day. 

Article  70.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  hold  monthly  meetings  at 
the  Asylum,  and  a  full  account  of  all  their  acts  and  proceedings  shall  be 
recorded  by  the  secretary  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Abticlb  71.  The  members  of  said  Board  of  Managers,  shall  be  persona 
distinguished  for  their  philanthropy,  and  when  appointed  in  accordance 
with  this  act,  they  shall  have  the  general  direction  and  control  of  all  the 
property  and  business  of  the  Asylums,  in  kccordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  and  in  all  those  cases  not  provided  for  by  law  they  shall 
have  such  direction  and  control  of  the  property  and  business  of  the  Asy- 
lums according  to  the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Asylums. 
They  may  take  and  hold  in  trust  any  gift  or  devise  of  real  or  personal 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Asylum  and  apply  the  same,  as  the 
donor  or  devisor  may  direct. 

Articlb  72.    The  board  of  managers  shall  have  power 

1st.  To  make  all  necessary 'by-laws  and  regulations  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  for  the  government  of  their 
institutions,  officers,  employes  and  inmates  and  for  the  admission  of 
visitors. 

2nd.  To  determine  the  salaries  and  wages  of  all  officers  and  employes 
of  the  Asylums. 

3rd.  1  o  discharge  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent, 
any  officer  employee  or  patient  in  the  Asylums. 

4th.  Upon  the  nomination  of  the  Superintendent,  to  appoint  the  assis- 
tant physicians,  steward,  matron  and  apothecary  to  the  Asylum. 

5th.  To  examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Supermtendent  and 
to  reject  or  approve  the  same  as  they  may  deem  right  and  proper, 

6th.  To  exercise  a  careful  supervision  over  the  general  operations  and 
expenditures  of  the  Asylums,  and  to  direct  the  manner  in  which  its  rev- 
enues shall  be  disbursed. 

7th.  They  shall  also  cause  to  be  kept  a  clinical  record  of  all  cases  ad- 
mitted in  the  Asylums. 

Abticlb  73.  The  managers  shall  maintain  an  effective  inspection  of 
their  Asylums  a  committee  for  which  purpose  shall  visit  them  once  every 
month,  a  majority  once  every  quaKer  and  the  whole  board  once  a  year 
at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  by-laws.  In  a  book 
kept  by  the  managers  for  this  purpose,  the  visiting  manager  or  managers 
shall  note  the  date  of  each  visit,  the  condition  of  the  house;  patients,  etc., 
with  remarks  of  commendation  or  censure  and  all  the  managers  present 
shall  sign  the  same. 

Article  74.  The  general  result  of  these  inspections,  with  suitable 
hints  and  suggestions,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  biennial  report  detailing  the 
past  year's  operations  and  actual  state  of  the  Asylums,  which  the  board 
shall  make  to  the  Legislature  in  the  month  of  January  of  each  alternate 
year  beginning  with  the  year  1885  accompanied  by  the  report  of  the  med- 
ical superintendent  and  steward. 

Article  75.  The  board  of  managers  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  shall 
elect  a  medical  superintendent  of  their  respective  asylums,  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  two  years.     He  shall  be  a  married  man,  a  skillful 
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pbysician  and  good  executive  officer,  and  be  shall  also  be  experienced  in 
tbe  treatment  of  insanity.  He  shall  bav^  bad  special  advantanges  and 
practical  experience  in  tbe  management  of  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and 
in  the  treatment  of  insanity  by  a  residence  for  at  least  three  years  in 
such  an  institution.  He  shall  reside  in  the  Asylum  with  bis  family  or  in 
a  house  near  tbe  Asylum  erected  for  tbe  purpose:  and  he  shall  devote  his 
whole  time  exclusively  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Abticub!  79.  The  board  of  managers  shall  haye  power  to  remove  the 
Superintendent  for  good  and  sufficient  cause  only. 

Abticlb  80.  The  Superintendent  shall  be  tbe  chief  executive  medifcal 
and  disbursing  officer  of  tbe  institution  and  subject  to  tbe  by-laws,  shall 
have  general  care  and  control  over  everything  connected  therewith.  He 
shall  attend  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  this  State  relating  to  the 
asylums  and  the  by-laws  of  the  institution  and  shall  take  care  that  all 
employees  connected  therewith,  diligently  and  faithfully  perform  the  du- 
ties assigned  to  them:  and  it  shall  be  bis  duty  to  admit  any  of  *the board 
of  managers  into  every  part  of  the  asylum,  and  to  exhibit  to  him  or 
them  on  demand  all  tbe  books  papers  and  accounts  belonging  to  tbe  in- « 
stitution  or  pertaining  to  its  business,  management,  discipline  or  goyern- 
ment  also  to  furnish  copies,  abstracts  and  reports  whenever  required  by 
tbe  board. 

Abticlb  97.  If  applications  be  made  for  tbe  admission  of  more  pa- 
tients  than  can  be  accommodated  in  the  asylum  preference  shall  be  given 
in  all  instances  to  public  over  private  patients,  and  of  the  former  class 
to  cases  of  less  than  one  year's  duration  over  chronic  cases,  and  to  indi- 
gent patients  over  others  possessed  of  property  and  no  private  patient* 
shall  be  admitted  during  pendency  of  an  application  by  a  public  patient 
nor  shall  any  public  non-indigent  patient  be  admitted  during  tbe  pend- 
ency of  an  application  by  an  indigent  public  patient.  ' 

Sbc.  2.  It  IS  further  enacted  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  con- 
flict with  tbe  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  Tbe  near  approach  of  tbe  end  of  tbe  session  creates  an  emer- 
gency and  an  imperative  public  necessity  justifying  the  suspension  of  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  and 
that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage:  said 
rule  is  therefore  suspended  and  it  is  enacted  that  this  act  take  effect 
and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  cm. 

An  Act  to  create  and  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  county  of  Reeves. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  a  new  county  to  be  callei  "  Reeres  county"  is  hereby  established 
out  of  the  following  portion  of  Pecos  county.  Beginning  at  Great  Falls 
on  the  Pecos  river  on  tbe  line  of  Pecos  and  Tom  Green  counties,  thence 
south  west  to  Varela  Springs  on  the  line  of  Pecos  and  Presidio  coun- 
ties; thence  north  west  with  the  east  line  of  Presidio  county  to  San 
Martin  in  Apache  mountains,  thence  north  east  with  the  east  boun- 
dary Une  of  El  Paso  county  to  the  mouth  of  Delaware  creek,  where  it 
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empties  into  the  Pecos  river;  thence  down  the  Pecos  river  to  the  place 
of  beginning. 

Skc.  2.  The  expense  of  running  and  marking  the  new  county  lines  thus 
to  be  created,  shall  be  paid  by  the  new  county,  and  each  person  appointed 
to  run  and  mark  any  line  or  lines  of  said  county  shall  be  allowed  three 
dollars  per  mile  for  each  mile  run. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners'  court 
of  Pecos  county  within  sixty  days  after  the  enactment  of  this  law  to  lay 
off  and  divide  said  new  county  into  convenient  precincts  for  the  election 
of  county  officers  and  also  to  designate  convenient  places  in  the  new 
county  where  elections  shall  be  held,  of  all  which  they  shall  cause  a  re- 
cord to  be  made  by  the  clerk  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  county  judge  of  the  new  county  when  elected. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  county  judge  of  Pecos  county  immediately  thereaf- 
ter do  order  an  election  of  county  officers  in  said  new  county  and  appoint 
the  presiding  officers  and  managers  and  clerks  of  election,  as  is  prescribed 
by  law  in  other  cases.  The  election  returns  shall  be  made  to  tne  county 
judge  of  Pecos  county  who  shall  issue  certificates  to  the  piersons  elected 
and  shall  approve  the  bonds  of  such  officers  and  shall  administer  to  them 
the  oath  of  office. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  new  county  shall  pay  a  pro  rata  share  of  the  exist- 
ing debt  of  the  county  of  Pecos  and  there  shall  be  set  apart  so  much  of 
the  county  tax  levied  and  collected  upon  the  property  situated  in  the 
portion  so  taken  from  the  county  of  Pecos  annually  as  shall  be  sufficient 
to  speedily  liquidate  said  existing  debt  or  debts,  if  any. 

Sec.  6.  Whereas  the  end  of  this  session  is  near  at  hand  and  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  exists  for  the  creation  as  indicated  a!»ove,  of  the 
county  of  Reeves,  and  an  emergency  that  the  constitutional  rule  requir- 
ing bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  should  be  suspended,  therefore 
said  rule  is  suspended  and  it  is  enacted  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be 
in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CIV. 

An  Act  to  create  a  Land  Board  with  authority  to  inyestigate  alleged  land  frauds  and 
to  authorize  the  institution  of  suits  in  the  name  of  the  State:  to  annul  purchases 
in  certain  cases  illegally  and  improperly  made  under  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  alternate  sections  of  land  in  organized  counties  as  surveyed  by  railroad  com- 
panies and  other  works  of  internal  improvement  and  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of 
the  common  school  fund  approved  July  8th  1879  and  an  act  amendatory  thereof 
approved  April  Gth  1881  and  to  authorize  the  confirmation  and  validation  of  other 
purchases  made  under  said  acts:  and  with  power  to  investigate  the  operations  of 
the  General  Land  Office  and  other  matters  relating  to  the  John  Gibson  certificates 
and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Seotiok  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  a  Land  Board  shall  be  created  to  consist  of  three  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  and  the  Governor  and  the  Comptroller  shall  be 
ex-officio  members  of  said  board. 

Sec.  2,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Land  Board  provided  for  in  sec- 
tion one  of  this  act  to  ascertain  by  investigation  whether  any  illegal  or 
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fraudulent  purchases  have  been  made  by  any  person  or  persons  of  any  of 
the  land  set  a,part  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  school  fund  and  author- 
ized to  be  sold  under  an  act  approved  July  8th  1879  and  an  act  amenda^ 
tory  thereof  approved  April  6th  1381  in  which  the  county  or  district  sur- 
veyor or  his  deputy  acting  for  him  in  the  county  in  which  any  such  land 
is  situated,  acted  as  agent  for  the  purchaser  in  making  the  application  to 
purchase  or  in  which  any  one  person  has  acquired  or  by  application  at- 
tempted to  acquire  illegally  more  lands  than  he  was  permitted  by  law  to 
purchase  by  the  use  of  names  of  persons  other  than  his  own  or  otherwise, 
or  where  any  person  has  made  an  application  or  file  without  intending  in 
good  faith  to  take  the  usual  steps  required  hj  law  to  perfect  his  title, 
and  in  cases  where  the  purchase  of  said  lands  was  not  made  in  the  real 
name  of  the  person  intending  to  be  the  actual  purchaser  and  where  the 
law  has  been  evaded  or  violated  in  any  other  manner  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  State  or  the  school  fund  and  in  case  they  discover  that  any  such 
illegal  or  fraudulent  purchases  have  been  made  in  violation  of  said  acts  of 
1879  and  1881  in  the  manner  aforesaid :  and  incase  they  should  conclude 
that  the  interest  of  the  common  school  fund  will  be  subserved  by  the  in- 
stitution of  suits  to  annul  and  set  aside  such  purchase  or  purchases  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  notify  the  Attorney  General  of  their 
conclusions  and  said  officer  shall  thereupon  institute  suit  in  th^  name  of 
the  State  against  all  persons  who  have  made  such  illegal  or  fraudulent 
purchases  and  their  vendee  or  veendees  who  may  have  bought  with  no- 
tice of  the  illegality  or  fraud  in  the  purchase  under  the  acts  before  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty 'of  the  board  created  by  this  act  to  inves- 
tigate the  condition  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  manner  in  which 
said  office  is  conducted  and  said  board  shall  also  investigate  the  condi- 
tion of  such  district  and  county  surveyors'  offices  in  this  State  as  they 
may  think  proper  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  irregularities  or  vio- 
lations of  law  may  have  been  committed  in  any  of  said  offices,  and 
recommend  and  advise  the  Attorney  General  to  take  such  action  as  may 
be  deemed  proper  in  the  premises,  and  said  board  shall  further  investi- 
gate the  history  of  the  filing  of  the  John  Gibson  certificates,  also  the 
proposed  surrender  of  the  same  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  to  ad- 
vise and  direct  such  a  course  as  may  be  deemed  proper  in  relation  thereto. 
And  said  board  shall  further  investigate  the  history  of  the  appraisement 
of  the  school  land  situated  in  Haskell  county,  and  their  approval  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
surveyor  of  said  county  was  notified  of  such  apprQval  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  books  of  the  surveyor  of  said  county  are  reported  to  have 
been  opened  in  the  city  of  Austin  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  parties 
to  file  on  the  same,  and  who  filed  on  said  land  before  the  notice  of  such 
approval  was  sent  to  the  surveyor  of  said  county  as  the  law  requires. 
And  said  board  shall  further  investigate  the  General  Land  Office  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  how  many  clerks  and  what  officers  in  said  office 
have  within  the  past  two  years  filed  upon  school  lands  and  under  whose 
advice  and  permission  they  made  such  files. 

Sko.  4.  In  the  prosecution  of  the  investigation  provided  for  in  this 
act  the  board  are  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  and  affirmations,  to  issue  subpoenas  and  enforce  attendance  of 
witnesses,  which  subpoenas  shall  be  executed  by  any  officer  now  author- 
ized by  law  to  execute  process  and  any  witness  appearing  before  said 
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board  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  witnesses  in  civil  cases  to  be  paid  by 
the  State. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  may  deleejate  any  one. of  their  number  to  go  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State  to  make  investigations  a'nd  to  procure  testimonyr 
and  in  such  cases  he  shall  be  invested  with  the  full  powers  of  the  board 
to  procure  such  testimony  and  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

Sbc.  6.  The  suits  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  be  brought  within 
twelve  months  from  the  time  this  a-t  takes  effect,  in  the  county  where 
the  land  is  situated,  or  in  the  county  to  which  such  county  where  the 
land  is  situated  is  attached  for  judicial  purposes,  or  in  the  county  of  the 
residence  of  the  purchaser,  or  the  person  for  whose  benefit  the  purchaser 
were  made,  as  the  State  may  elect;  provided,  that  suits  for  the  recovery 
of  such  lands  against  non-residents  or  corporations  shall  be  brought  in 
the  district  court  of  Travis  county:  and  provided  further,  that  in  all 
cases  where  twenty-five  sections  or  more  of  land  in  excess  of  the  seven 
sections  authorized  by  law  to  be  purchased,  have  been  purchased  by  or 
for  the  benefit  of  any  one  person  or  corporation,  suits  for  the  recovery 
thereof  shall  be  brought  in  the  district  courts  of  Travis  county. 

Si;c.  7.  In  all  cases  where  files  have  been  made  pfior  to  February  3, 
1883  upon  any  of  the  land  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  school 
fund  and  authorized  to  be  sold  under  the  acts  of  1879  and  1881,  and  the 
first  payment  on  said  land  as  provided  by  said  acts  has  been  made  or  a 
tender  thereof  made  to  the  Treasurer  and  refused  by  him  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Oflice  has  failed  or  refused  to  file  the  ap- 
plication of  the  purchaser  and  issue  his  certificate  as  provided  for  in  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  approved  April  6th  1881  and  to  complete  the 
sale  of  the  land  so  applied  for,  if  the  State  shall  not  bring  suit  to  set 
aside  and  annul  such  purchase  within  twelve  months  fl'om  the  time  thi» 
act  goes  into  effect,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commis^oner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  to  complete  and  perfect  the  sale  of  said  land  so  pur- 
chased in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  act  of  188L 

Sec.  8.  Each  member  of  the  board  provided  for  by  this  act  except 
the  Governor  and  the  Comptroller  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  dol- 
lars per  day  while  actually  engaged  in  the  investigation  provided  by  this 
act,  provided,  they  shall  not  be  paid  for  more  than  six  months  service* 
and  in  case  any  member  of  the  board  shall  have  to  travel  to  any  point  in 
the  State  to  take  evidence  in  any  investigation  provided  for  in  this  act 
in  addition  to  his  per  diem  of  five  dollars  above  provided  for  he  shall  re- 
ceive five  cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  traveled  by  him  in  going  to  the 
place  where  the  investigation  is  prosecuted  and  five  cents  per  mile  in  re- 
turning to  the  Capital,  the  amount  of  mileage  to  be  verified  by  affi- 
davit of  the  member  who  has  performed  the  service. 

Sec.  9.  The  Governor  shall  certify  all  claims  and  accounts  arising 
under  the  provisixjns  of  this  act  to  the  Comptroller  who  shall  issue  hi» 
warrant  therefor  to  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer. 

Sec.  10.  No.  suit  shall  be  instituted  by  the  tAttorney  General  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  unless  it  shall  be  advised  and  directed  by  at 
least  three  of  the  board  created  by  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  The  word  person  as  used  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
include  any  corporation  firm  or  partnership  as  well  as  material  persons. 

Sec.  12.  The  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out 
of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
board  created  by  this  act. 
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Sec.  13.  Whereas  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session  of  the 
Legislature  creates  an  emergency  and  an  imperative  public  necessity  for 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three 
several  days:  therefore  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended  and  this  act  shall 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  en- 
acted. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  CV. 

An  Act  to  amend  Articles  123,  129, 137,  and  138  of  An  Act  to  adopt  and  establish  the 
Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  passed  March  17th  1879,  and  to 
amend  Articles  130  and  132  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas  as 
amended  and  approved  April  17th  1879  and  to  add  Article  130a. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Articles  122,  129,  130,  132,  136,  137  and  138  of  the  Revised  Civil 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas,  shall  be  amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as 
follows: 

Abticle  122.  The  Governor  shall  appoint  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind  Asylums  a  board  of  trustees  for  eacli  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers each,  who  shall  hold  their  terms  of  office  as  follows:  Two  shall  hold 
their  office  for  two  years;  two  for  four  years,  and  one  for  six  years,  or 
until  their  successors  are  appointed  and  qualified,  an*i  whenever  a  va- 
cancy occurs  in  said  board,  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  and  the 
term  of  office  of  the  person  so  appointed  shall  be  for  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  person  whose  place  is  made  vacant.  The  appointment  of  said 
board  shall  be  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Akticle  129.  On  the  first  of  January  1885  and  everv  two  years  there- 
after, the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  report  in  writing  to  the  Legislature  the 
general  operations  of  their  respective  asylums  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  accompany  the  same  with  such  suggestions  as  they  may  deem  im- 
portant to  the  welfare  of  the  institution. 

Article  130.  The  board  of  trustees  of  each  of  said  asylums  respec- 
tively  shall  elect  a  superintendent  of  each  of  said  asylums,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  period  of  two  years.  Each  of  said  superintendents 
shall  have  had  special  advantages  and  practical  experience  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  persons  committed  to  their  charge  by  virtue  of  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Article  130a.  The  members  of  each  board  of  trustees  shall  be  paid 
five  dollars,  each,  per  day,  and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  mile 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  their  respective  asylums,  for  their  services* 
in  attending  the  quarterly  meetings  provided  for  in  Article  124;  pro- 
vided that  no  member  shall  draw  pay  for  said  quarterly  meetings,  unless 
he  shall  have  actually  attended  said  meeting;  and  provided  further  that 
no  member  can  draw  pay  under  this  article  for  more  tljan  one  day's  at- 
tendance upon  said  quarterly  meeting,  and  the  certificate  of  the  president 
of  the  board,  approved  by  the  superintendent,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence 
upon  which  the  Comptroller  can  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State,  to  pay  the  amount  provided  for  in  this  article.  , 

Article  132.  The  board  of  trustees  of  each  of  said  asyllMMinall  have 
power  to  remove  the  superintendent  for  good  cause  only. 
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Aeticle  137.  The  board  of  trustees  and  the  superintendent  shall  ap- 
point an.  oculist  for  the  Blind  Asylum,  who  shall  be  skilled  in  his  pro- 
fession and  a  married  man,  and  who  shall  attend  regularly  at  the  asylnm 
and  administer  treatment  to  all  cases  of  blindness  among  its  pupils 
deemed  curable. 

Article  138.  The  oculist  at  the  Blind  Asylum  shall  hold  his  office 
for  the  period  of  two  years  and  the  board  of  managers  and  the  superin- 
tendent may  remove  him  for  good  cause  only. 

Sec.  2.  It  is  further  enacted  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  con- 
flict with  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed, 

Sec»  3.  The  near  aj)proach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  justifying  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  constitutional  rule,  which  requires  that  all  bills  be  read  on 
three  several  days;  said  rule  is  therefore  suspended  and  an  emergency  ex- 
ists that  this  act  should  take  effect  from  ai^d  after  its  passage,  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CVI. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an  Act  entitled  '^An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
persons,  firms  or  associations  of  persons  "who  have  procured  license  and  complied 
with  the  law  authorizing  them  to  pursue  the  occupation  of  liquor  dealers  where 
they  have  been  or  may  be  prevented  from  pursuing  such  occupation,  on  account 
of  the  adoption  of  local  option,  and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor,"  approved 
May  6th,  1882. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Section  1  of  the  above  mentioned  act  be  amended  so  as  to  hereaf- 
ter read  as  follows. 

Section  1.  That  in  all  cases  where  any  person,  firm  or  association  of 
persons  pursuing  the  occupation  of  liquor  dealers  under  license  issued 
m  accordance  with  the  laws  of  this  State  has  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be 
prevented  from  pursuing  such  occupation  for  the  full  time  to  which  he 
would  be  otherwise  entitled  by  reason  of  the  adoption  of  local  option  in 
any  county,  precinct,  town  or  city,  a  proportionate  amount  of  the  taxes 
paid  by  him  for  the  unexpired  term  shall  be  refunded  to  him. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CVn. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  2266,  Chapter  4,  Title  38,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes, 
changing  the  time  of  filing  counter  affidavits  in  cases  where  the  action  or  defense 
is  founded  upon  a  sworn  account. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  2266,  Chapter  4,  Title  38,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  bt 
80  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Article  2266.  When  any  action  or  defense  is  founded  upon  an  open 
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accoHnt,  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  the  party,  his  agent  or  attorney, 
taken  before  some  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  to  the  effect 
that  such 'account  is,  within  the  knowledge  of  affiant,  just  and  true:  that 
it  is  due,  and  that  all  just  and  lawful  offsets,  payments  and  credits  have 
been  allowed,  the  same  shall  be  taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  thereof, 
unless  the  party  resisting  such  claim  shall  before  an  announcement  of 
ready  for  trial  in  said  cause,  file  a  written  denial,  under  oath,  stating 
that  such  account  is  not  just  or  true,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  if  in  part 
only,  stating  the  items  and  particulars  which  are  nnjust:  provided^  that 
when  such  counter  affidavit  shall  be  filed  on  the  day  of  trial,  the  party 
claiming  under  such  verified  account  shall  have  the  right'  to  continue 
such  cause  until  the  next  term  of  court:  when  he  fails  to  fi)e  such  affida- 
vit he  shall  not  be«  permitted  to  deny  the  account,  or  any  item  therein  as 
^the  case  may  be." 

Section  2..  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  the  im- 
portance of  this  bill,  and  the  improbability  that  it  would  be  reached  in 
the  regular  order  of  business,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity 
that  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several 
days  be  suspended,  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CVm.      " 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  4684  of  Title  95,  Ohapter  2,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statute 
providiDg  for  the  manner  of  assessing  bankers,  brokers,  dealers  in  exchange,  etc. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  4684,  of  Title  95,  Chapter  2,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes 
shall  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Aeticlb  4684.  Every  bank,  whether  of  issue  or  deposit,  banker, 
broker,  dealer  in  exchange,  or  stock  jobber,  shall,  at  the  time  fixed  by 
this  chapter  for  listing  personal  property,  make  out  and  furnish  the 
assessor  of  taxes  a  sworn  statement  showing, 

1st;  If  a  national  bank,  the  president,  or  some  other  officer  of  such 
bank,  shall  furnish,  to  the  assessor  of  the  county,  in  which  such  bank  is 
located,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  share  holders  of  the  stock,  together 
with  the  number  and  amount  of  the  shares  of  each  shareholder  of  stock, 
in  said  bank;  and  the  shareholders  of  the  stocks  in  national  banks  shall 
render  to  the  tax  assessor  of  the  county  in  which  such  bank  is  located 
the  number  of  their  shares,  and  the  true  and  full  value  thereof.  All 
shares  of  stocks  in  National  banks  not  rendered  to  the  assessor  of  taxes 
in  the  county  where  such  bank  is  located  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law  for  listing  property  x  for  taxes,  shall  be  assessed  by  the  assessor 
against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  as  unrendered  property  is  assessed; 
but  the  tax  roll  shall  show  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  as 
per  statement  furnished  by  the  president  or  other  officer  of  said  bank. 

2nd ;  National  banks  shall  render  all  other  bonds  and  stocks  of  every 
kind  (except  United  States  bonds),  and  all  shares  of  capital  stocks,  or  joint 
stock  or  stocks  of  other  companies  or  corporations  held  as  an  investment, 
or  in  any  way  representing  assets,  together  with  all  other  personal 
property  belonging  or  pertaining  to  said  bank,  except  such  personal 
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property  as  is  specially  exempted, from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
i^tates.    , 

3rd;  National  banks  shall  be  required  to  render  all  of  their  real 
estate,  as  other  real  estate  is  rendered,  and  all  the  personal  property  of 
said  National  banks  herein  taxed  shall  be  valued  as.  other  personal 
property  is  valued. 

4th ;  All  other  banks,  bankers,  brokers  or  dealers  in  exchange,  or  stock 
jobbers,  shall  render  their  list  in  the  manner  following:  1st,  the  amount 
of  money  on  hand,  or  in  transit,  or  in  the  hands  of  other  banks,  bankers, 
brokers,  or  others  subject  to  draft,  whether  the  same  be  in  or  out  of  the 
State  (except  United  States  Treasury  notes;)  2nd,  the  amount  of  hills 
receivable,  discounted  or  purchased,  and  other  credits  due  or  to  become 
due,  including  accounts  receivable,  interest  accrued  but  not  due,  and  in- 
terest due  and  unpaid;  3rd,  from  the  aggregate  amount  of  the- items 
named  in  the  1st  and  2nd  of  the  last  two  subdivisions  shall  be  deducted 
the  amount  of  money  on  deposit;  4th,  the  amount  of  bonds  and  stocks 
of  every  kind  (except  United  States  bonds,)  and  all  shares  of  capital 
stocks  or  joint  stocks  of  othe^  conipanies  or  corporations  held  as  an  in- 
vestment, or  in  any  way  representing  assets;  5th,  all  other  property  he- 
longing  or  appertaining  to  said  bank  or  business,  including  both  per- 
sonal property  and  real  estate,  shall  be  listed  as  other  personal  property 
and  real  estate. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas,  the  assessors  are  now  assessing  taxes  for  1883,  and, 
whereas,  the  present  law  defining  how  National  and  other  banks  shall  be 
taxed  is  very  defective,  therefore  an  imperative  public  necessity  exists, 
requiring  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule,  which  requires  bills  to 
be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each  house,  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended, and  that  this  act  take  effect  anS  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage;   and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CIX. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  council  of  certain  cities  and  towns  to  appoint  a  board  of 

school  trustees. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  city  council  of  every  city  or  town  of  one  thousand  inhabitants 
or  more,  incorporated  under  the  general  law,  that  has  or  shall  assume 
control  of  its  public  free  schools,  may  appoint  six  persons  of  good  moral 
character  and  qualified  voters  of  such  city  or  town,  as  a  board  of  trustees 
for  such  schools  of  which  board  the  mayor  shall  be  ex  officio  chairman. 

Sec.  2.  A  trustee  so  appointed  shall  serve  without  compensation  and 
shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  until  his  successor  is  qual- 
ified, and  an  appointment  to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  be  for  the  unexpired 
term  only.  But  the  terms  of  two  of  the  trustees  first  appointed  under 
this  act,  shall  expire  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  after  their  appointment, 
and  two  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  of  each  succeeding  year. 

^  Sec.  3.  Before  any  trustee  enters  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office,  he  shall  swear  that  he  will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge 
the  duties  of  such  office  and  file  such  affidavit  with  the  mayor.^^ 
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Sbc.  4.  Said  board  of  trustees  may  adopt  such  rules,  regulations  and 
by  laws  for  their  own  government  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  5.  The  public  free  schools  of  such  city  or  tc^wn,  shall  be  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  such  board  of  trustees,  and  said  board 
when  appointed  shall  have  the  same  power  to  control,  manage  and  gov- 
ern said  schools  that  the  city  council  or  board  of  aldermen  now  have. 

Sec.  6.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  creates  a  public 
necessity  and  emergency  demanding  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  such  rule  is 
hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  ex. 

An  Act  to  amend  Title  82,  Chapter  17,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas 
by  adding  thereto  Articles  1639a  and  1689^. 
• 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Title  3  2,  Chapter  17,  of  the  Revised  Civil  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
Texas  be  amended  by  adding  thereto  Articles  1639a  and  16396  to  read 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

Article  1639a.  Where  the  appellant  is  unable  to  pay  the  costs  of 
appeal,  or  to  give  security  therefor,  he  shall  nevertheless  be  entitled  to 
prosecute  his  appeal;  but,  in  order  to  do  so,  he  shall  be  required  to  make 
strict  proof  of  his  inability  to  pay  the  costs,  or  any  part  thereof.  Such 
proo^  shall  be  made  before  the  county,  judge  of  the  county  where  such 
party  resides,  or  before  the  court  trying  the  same,  and  shall  consist  of 
the  affidavit  of  said  party,  stating  his  inability  to  pay  the  costs,  which 
affidavit  may  be  contested  by  any  officer  of  the  court,  or  party  to  the 
suit;  whereupon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  trying  the  case»  if  in 
session,  or  the  county  judge  of  the  county,  in  which  the  suit  is  pending, 
to  hear  evidence,  and  to  determine  the  right  of  the  party  to  his  ap- 
peal. 

Art,  16396.  When  the  bond,  or  the  affidavit  in  lieu  thereof,  provided 
for  in  the  two  preceding  articles,  has  been  filed,  and  the  previous  re- 
quirements of  this  chapter  have  been  complied  with,  the  appeal  shall  be 
held  to  be  perfected. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CXI. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  refunding  from  the  State  Treasury  from  deposits  made  to 
^  Bpecial  funds  to  parties  who  may  have  paid  the  same  in  error,  and  who  may  have 
received  no  consideration  therefor. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  laundry  payments  have  been  made  into  the 
State  treasury  on  public  domain,  and  other  classes  of  lands,  for  which,  be- 
cause of  connicts,  erroneous  surveys  and  other  causes,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office  cannot  issue  patents,  and  the  parties  cannot 
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receive  proper  consideration  for  such  payments,  and  will  lose  their  mon- 
eys: thereft)re 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
That  upon  proper  proof  being  made  J,o  the  Comptroller  that  deposits 
have  been  made  to  any  special  funds  of  moneys  paid  by  parties  for 
which  deposits  and  payments,  no  patents  for  lands  can  be  issued  for 
which  such  payment  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  the 
Comptroller  is  authorized  to  issue  his  warrant  in  favor  of  such  parties, 
for  such  amount,  as  may  be  found  to  be  due:  provided,  that  this  act  shall 
not  apply  to  surveys,  the  errors  in  which  may  be  corrected. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of 
the  Legislature  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  and  emergency  for 
the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on 
three  several  days,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


CHAPTER  CXn. 

An  Act  to  amend  Section  10  of  An  Act  to  organize  the  12th«  16tl],  17th,  29th,  34Ui 
and  35th  judicial  districts  and  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  therein,  to 
change  the  time  for  holding  the  district  courts  in  the  7th  i^nd  14th  judicial  dis- 
tricts and  in  counties  of  Kaufman,  Sabine,  San  Augustine  and  Nacogdoches,  wA 
to  provide  a  district  attorney  in  the  16th  judicial  district,  approved  March  27lJi, 
1883. 

Section  1.  Be  it  eoacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  6f  Texas; 
That  Section  10  of  the  above  recited  act  shall  be  so  amended  that  the 
same  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

Section  10.  The  sixteenth  judicial  district  shall  be  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Williamson  and  Travis  and  the  district  courts  shall  be  held 
therein  as  follows:  In  the  county  of  Williamson  on  the  first  Monday! 
in  July  and  January  of  each  year  and  may  continue  in  session  six  weeb; 
and  in  the  county  of  Travis  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  and  October 
of  each  year  and  may  continue  in  session  for  the  March  term  sixteen 
weeks,  and  for  the  October  term  twelve  weeks  and  that  this  act  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  August  1883, 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  this  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture creates  an  imperative  necessity  that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended  aS  to  this  act  and  said  rule  is 
suspended. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  first  Monday  in  August  1883. 
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CHAPTER  CXIII. 

An  Act  to  amend  Article  430,  of  Section  1,  and  to  repeal  JSection  2  of  an  Act  entitled 
*'  An  Act  to  amend  Articles  423,  434, 425,  426, 427, 428,  429  and  430a,  and  to  create 
Article  426^,  and  to  repeal  Article  430,  of  Chapter  5,  Title  13,  of  the  Penal  Code 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  for  the  protection  of  fish  and  game,"  approved  March 
15th,  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Article  430,  of  Section  1,  of  an  act  entitled,"  An  Act  to  amend 
articles  423,  424,  425,  426,  427,  428,  429  and  430a,  and  to  create  Article 
426^,  and  to  repeal  Article  430,  of  Chapter  6,  Title  13,  of  the  Penal  Code 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  for  the  protection  of  fish  and  game,"  approved 
March  15th,  1881,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Article  430.  That  the  following  counties  are  hereby  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  articles  426,  426},  427,  428  and  429  of  this  chapter,  to- 
wit:  Nacogdoches,  Hood,  Bosque,  Somervell,  Lampasas,  Sabine,  Sanu 
Augustine,  Shelby,  Titus,  Franklin,  Delta,  Red  River,  Hunt,  Henderson, 
Rains,  Wood,  Coryell,  Hamilton,  Brown,  Coleman,  Runnels,  Johnson, 
Cooke,  Morris,  Rusk,  Panola,  Grayson,  Leon,  Wise,  Montague,  Clay, 
Parker,  Tarrant,  Jack,  and  the  unorganized  counties  attached  to  the  same 
for  judicial  purposes;  Ellis,  Anderson,  Tom  Green,  Hill,  Freestone,  Chero- 
kee, Bowie,  Stephens,  Eastland,  Erath,  Comanche,  Palo  Pinto,  MadisoSy.. 
Austin,  Hopkins,  Throckmorton,  Shackelford,  Callahan,  Taylor,  Jones,^ 
Nolan,  Mitchell,  Haskell,  Stonewall,  Kent,  Garza,  Lynn,  Terry,  Yoakun* 
Gaines,  Dawson,  Borden,  Scurry,  Fisher,  Howard,  Martin,  Andrews, 
Archer,  Wichita>  Baylor,  Wheeler,  Oldham,  Knox,  King,  Dickens,  Cros- 
by, Lubbock,  Hockley,  Cochran,  Bailey,  Lamb,  Hale,  Floyd,  Motley, 
Cottle,  Wilbarger,  Childress,  Hall,  Briscoe,  Swisher,  Castro,  Parmer, 
Greer,  Deaf  'Smith,  Randall,  Armstrong,  Donley,  Collingsworth,  Gray, 
Carson,  Potter,  Hutchinson,  Hartley,  Moore,  Roberts,  Hemphill,  Lips- 
comb, Ochiltree,  Hansford,  Sherman,  Hardeman,  Dallam,  Smith,  Upshur, 
Cass,  El  Paso,  Presidio,  Pecos,  Polk,  San  Jacinto,  Camp,  Frio,  Dimmit, 
Maverick,  Kinney,  Cameron,  and  the  unorganized  county  of  Zavalla; 
provided,  that  the  exemptions  from  the  operations  of  this  law  shall  not 
apply  to  article  425,  and  provided,  that  the  counties  of  Fort  Bend, 
Grimes,  Angelina,  Van  Zandt,  Walker,  Trinity,  Parker,  Jack,  and  Young 
are  hereby  exempted  from  articles  425,  426,  426^,  427,  428  and  429;  and 
provided,  that  the  county  of  Houston  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  articles  426,  426^,  427,  and  429  of  this  act;  and  provided,  that 
the  counties  of  Lamar,  Fannin  and  Hopkins  are  hereby  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  articles  426  and  426^;  and  provided,  that  the  county  of 
Lee  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  articles  426  and  429;  and 
provided,  that  the  counties  of  Bastrop  and  Brazoria,  are  hereby  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  article  429;  and  provided,  that  the  county  of  Dal- 
las is  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  articles  428  and  429;  and 
provided,  that  the  county  of  Kaufman  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  pro- 
visions of  articles  428  and  429;  and  provided,  that  the- county  of  Marion 
is  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  articles  426,  426},  427,  428, 
and  429;  and  provided,  that  the  county  of  Gonzales  is  hereby  exempted 
from  the  provisions  of  articles  426, 426},  427,  and  428;  and  provided,  that 
the  county  of  Rockwall  is  hereby  exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
articles  425  and  427.  . ^ ,  ,  _  _  ..  ^  _ 
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Sec.  2.  That  section  2  of  said  acf  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  best 
interests  of  the  State  create  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  coq« 
stitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  18,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment.  i 


CHAPTER  CXIV. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  more  efficient  management  of  the  Texas  State  Penitentia- 
ries, and  to  make  an  appropriation  therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legisl  ?ture  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Penitentiary  Board  shall  hereafter  consist  of  the  Governor  and 
two  Commissioners  of  State  Penitentiaries,  to  be  appointed 'by  the 
Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  provided,  the  first 
appointment,  after  this  act  goes  into  effect,  may  be  made  without  confir- 
mation by  the  Senate.  Said  commissioners  shall  hold  iheir  oilice  for  two 
years  and  until  the  appointment  and  qualification  of  their  successors: 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  said  office  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  execu- 
tive appointment  for  the  unexpired  term.  Said  commissioners  shall 
each  receive  five  dollars  per  day  while  in  attendance  on  the  meetings  of 
the  board,  and  their  actual  traveling  expenses.  Two  members  thereof 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Seo.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  to 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  all  sums  due  by  the  State,  on  ac- 
count of  the  penitentiaries,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Penitentiaries,  approved  by  tue  Penitentiary  Board;  provided,  that  the 
Penitentiary  Board  may  make  monthly  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  the 
penitentiaries;  in  which  case  the  Comptroller  shall  issue  his  warrant  for 
such  amount  in  favor  of  said  Superintendent,  and  he  shall  file  with  the 
Comptroller  at  the  end  of  the  month  for  which  such  estimate  is 
made,  vouchers  for  all  payments  made  out  of  such  amount;  provided 
further,  that  the  Penitentiary  Board  shall  appoint  a  financial  agent 
for  the  penitentiaries;  and,  in  that  event,  said  financial  agent  shall  exer- 
cise the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  prescribed  in  this  section,  for  the 
Superintendent  of  Penitentiaries,  and  said  financial  agent  shall  receive 
such  compensation,  not  to  exceed  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  said  board. 

Sec.  3.  No  lease  of  the  penitentiaries,  or  either  of  them,  shall  here- 
after be  made,  and  the  State  shall  resume  control  thereof;  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  resuming  control  of  the  penitentiaries  and  operating  the  con- 
victs on  State  account,  or  by  contract,  or  partly  by  one  mode,  and  partly 
by  the  other,  as  the  board  herein  provided  for,  or  the  Legislature  may 
determine. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Penitentiary  Board  to  confine  all  con- 
victs within  the  walls  of  the  penitentiaries  as  soon  as  suitable  prisons  can 
be  provided  for  their  confinement  and  emplovment  in  such  manner  that 
they   will  be  self-supporting:   and,   until  adequate  provision  is  made 
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for  such  confinement  and  employment  of  the  convicts*  they  may  be  em- 
ployed as  provided  in  Section  3  of  this  act;  provided,  that  convicts  shall 
not  be  employed  on  any  public  works  other  than  building  a  reformatory, 
or  other  penitentiaries,  nor  at  any  mechanical  labor  outside  of  the  walls, 
in  any  city  or  town;  provided  further,  that  .the  Penitentiary  Board  may 
at  any  time,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  purchase  a  penitentiary  farm  or 
farms,  upon  which  all  convicts,  not  sel^-supporting,  may  be  worked  by 
the  State. 

Sec.  5.  The  superintendent  of  penitentiaries,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  shall  execute  a  bond  for  twepty  thousand  dollars, 
payable  to  the  Governor  and  his  successors  in  office,  to  be  approved  by 
the  Penitentiary  Board,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office;  and  the  Penitentiary  Board  may,  when  in  their  judg- 
ment the  public  interest  will  be  promoted  thereby,  require  any  of  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  penitentiary  to  give  bond  in  such  amount  ^nd 
with  such  conditions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  board:  provided,  that 
the  superintendent  of  penitentiaries  in  office,  when  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  shall  have  sixty  days  after  said  date  in  which  to  give  bond  as  re- 
quired in  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  7.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  sessiop,  and  the  great 
number  of  bills  requiring  attention,  creates  an  emergency,  and  an  imper- 
ative public  necessity  exists  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule 
requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  and  that  this  act  tak^ 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  18,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


CHAPTER  CXV. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  attached  witnesses  in  felony 


Sectiok  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  any  witness  who  may  have  been  recognized,  or  attached  and  given 
bond  for  his  appearance  before  any  court  out  of  the  county  of  his  resi- 
dence, to  give  testimony  in  a  felony  case  and  who  shall  appear  in  com- 
pliance with  the  obligations  of  such  recognizance  or  bond,  shall  be 
allowed  his  actual  traveling  expenses,  not  exceeding  three  cents  per 
mile  going  to  and  returning  from  the  court  by  the  nearest  practicable 
conveyance  and  one  dollar  per  day  for  each  day  he  may  be  necessarily 
absent  from  home  as  a  witness  in  such  case. 

Sec.  2.  Witness  fees  shall  be  allowed  to  such  State  witnesses  only  as 
the  district  or  county  attorney  shall  state  in  writing  are  material  for  the 
State,  and  to  witnesses  for  the  defendant  after  he  has  made  affidavit  that 
the  testimony  of  the  witness  is  material  to  his  defense,  stating  the  facts 
which  are  expected  to  be  proved  by  the  witness,  which  certificate  and 
aflSidavit  must  be  made  at  the  time  of  procuring  the  attachment  for,  or 
taking  the  recognizance  of  the  witness;  provided  that  the  judge  to 
whom  an  application  for  attachment  is  made  may  in  his  discretion  grant 
or  refuse  such  application  when  preq^nted  in  term  time, .  I^QJiit^chp^ent 
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shall  be  issued  in  a  felony  ease,  until  the  State's  attorney  shall  have 
first  made  the  statement  in  writing,  or  the  defendant  i^hall  have  made  the 
affidavit,  which  will  authorize  the  payment  of  the  witness  to  be  attached. 

Sec.  3.  Before  the  close  of  each  term  of  the  district  court  the  wit- 
ness shall  make  affidavit  in  writing  stating  the  number  of  miles  he  will 
have  traveled  going  to  and  returning  from  the  court  by  the  nearest  prac- 
ticable conveyance,  and  the  number  #f  days  he  will  have  been  necessarily 
absent  going  to  and  returning  from  the  place  of  trial,  which  affidavit 
shall  be  filed  with  the  papers  of  the  case;  provided  no  witness  shall  re- 
ceive pay  for  his  services  as  a  witness  in  more  than  one  case  at  any  one 
term  of  the  court;  provided  further,  that  fees  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
more  than  two  witnesses  to  the  same  fact,  unless  the  judge  of  the  court 
before  whom  the  cause  is  tried,  shall  after  such  case  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  certify  that  such  witnesses  claiming  fees  as  herein  provided 
were  necessary  in  the  cause,  nor  shall  any  witness  recognized  or  attached 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  general  character  of  the  defendant  he 
entitled  to  the  benefits  hereof. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  or  criminal  judge  when 
any  such  bill  is  presented  to  him,  to  examine  the  same  carefully  and  to 
inquire  into  the  correctness  thereof,  and  to  approve  the  same  in  whole  or 
in  part,  or  to  disapprove  the  entire  bill,  as  the  facts  and  law  may  require 
and  said  bill  with  tjie  action  of  the  judge  thereon  shall  be  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  said  court;  and  immediately  on  the  rising  of  said  court,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  thereof,  to  make  a  certified  copy  from  the 
minutes  of  said  court,  of  said  bill,  and  the  action  of  the  judge  thereon,  and 
transmit  the  same  by  mail  in  registered  letter  to  the  Comptroller  of  Pub- 
lic accounts  for  which  service  the  clerk  shall  be  entitled  t^  a  fee  of  twen- 
ty-five cents  to  be  paid  by  the  witness. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller,  upon  the  receipt  of 
such  claim  and  said  certified  copy  of  the  minutes  of  said  court,  to  care- 
fully examine  the  same,  and  if  correct  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  due,  and  in  favor  of  the  witness  entitled  to  the 
same;  provided,  if  the  appropnation  for  paying  such  accounts  is  ex- 
hausted, the  Comptroller  stall  file  the  same  away  if  correct,  and  issue  a 
certificate  in  the  name  of  the  witness  entitled  to  the  same,  stating  therein 
the  amount  of  the  claim;  and  all  such  claims  or  accounts,  not  transmit- 
ted to,  or  placed  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  final  disposition  of 
the  case  in  which  the  witness  was  attached  or  recognized  to  testify  shall 
be  forever  barred;  and  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  with  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  April  23,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


CHAPTER  CXVI. 

An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  State  Government,  for  the 
years  beginning  March  1, 1883,  and  ending  February  28, 1885. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  following  sums  of  money,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 


sary,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
\  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment for  the  years  beginning  March  1,  1883,  and  ending  February 
28, 1885. 
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BXBCurrvB  office. 

For  salary  of  Governor , 

Salary  of  Private  Secretary jt. 

Salary  of  clerk 

Books  aixd  stationery 

Telegraphing 

Postage 

Porter  hire.  Executive  Office 

Labor  to  keep  Executive  mansion  grounds  in  order, 
and  other  contingent  expenses  for  same 

For  wood,  lights,  etc 

Gas  for  mansion - 

Payment  of  rewards,  and  for  paying  attorneys  for 
prosecuting  offenders  against  the  laws  of  this 
State;  for  representing  the  State  in  civil  causes, 
and  for  necessary  expenses  of  such  civil  suits,  to 
be  under  control  and  paid  upon  warrants  issued 
on  certificates  of  the  Governor 

Furniture  and  contingents  for  the  Executive  Of- 
fice   

Keeping  Governor's  mansion  in  repair,  and  tele- 
phone  

Sewerage  for  Executive  mansion,  to  connect  with 
proposed  sewerage  for  temporary  capitol 

STATE  DEPAETMBNT. 

V 

For  salary  of  Secretary  of  State 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk 

For  salary  of  two  assistant  clerks 

Salary  of  extra  clerk  to  prepare  laws  of  Eigh 
teenth  Legislature  for  publication 

Freight,  express  and  postage 

Books  and  stationery 

Lights  and  wood 3 

Contingent  expenses 

Porter  hire.  State  department 

Furniture,  files,  file  boxes,  etc 

Salary  of  expert  and  clerk  of  the  printing  board.. 

Public  printing J J 

For  completing  the  transcribing  of  the  Executive 
Record  of  the  administration  of  Governor  Sam 
Houston,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 

To  pay  for  advertising  and  submitting  constitu- 
tional amendments,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary ^ 

For  salary  of  State  Engineer  for  the  management 
of  railroads 


*  Years  ending 


Feby  29, 1884. 
14000 

1600 
900 
300 
600 
200 
500 

600 
200 
250 


250 

2000Q 
3000 
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Feby  28, 1886. 
14000 
1500 
900 
300 
600 
200 
500 

600 
200 
250 


15000 

15000 

300 

500 

500 

1200 

2000 

2000 

1800 

1800 

2400 

2400 

300 

1700 

1700 

400 

400 

125 

125 

100 

100 

360 

360 

250 

1500 

1500 

25000 

25000 

300C 
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For  jsalary  of  State  Engineer's  secretary 

For  other  expenses  incident  to  the  Railroad  Engi- 
neer's department 

TRKASUBY   DKPABTMENT. 

For  salary  of  Treasurer 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk 

Salary  of  book-keeper 

Salary  of  two  book-keepers,  land  department 

Salary  of  one  assistant  book-keeper,  land  depart- 
ment  1. 

Salary  of  three  additional  clerks 

Salary  of  three  watchmen  for  Treasurer's  and 
Comptroller's  department 

Salary  of  porter  and  messenger 

To  construct  one  additional  vault,  to  contain  silver 
coin 

Books  and  stationery 

Wood  and  lights , 

Postage 

Contingent 

Desks,  cases,  etc 

Keeping  in  repair  time  locks  and  combinations.. 

Additional  appropriation  for  clerical  help  in  land 
department,  to  be  used  when  the  condition  of 
the  office  requii  esit 

comptbolleb's  office. 

For  salary  of  Comptroller 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk 

Salary  of  correspondence  clerk 

Salary  of  one  auditing  clerk 

Salary  of  one  book-keeper 

Salary  of  one  receiving  clerk 

Salary  of  one  deposit  warrant  clerk 

Salary  of  one  tax  clerk 

Salary  of  one  tax  sales  cleik 

Salary  of  one  back  tax  clerk 

Salary  of  redemption  clerk 

Salary  of  one  examining  clerk 

Salary  of  one  warrant  clerk 

Salary  of  ten  first  assistant  clerks 

Salary  of  six  second  assistant  clerks 

Salary  of  assistant  clerks,  at  an  average  of  176  per 
month i 

Wood 

For  telegraphing,  postage  for  correspondence  and 
assessment  rolls 

Books,  stationery,  and  binding  rolls,  and  contin- 
gent expenses , 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29, 1884. 

$1500 
1000 


2600 
2000 
1600 
3000 

1200 
3600 

2100 
600 

1000 
400 
160 
300 
100 
100 
60 


2600 


Tmt  ending 
Feb728,188S. 

11500 
1000 


2500 
2000 
1600 
3000 

1200 
3t(00 

2100 
600 


400 
150 
300 
100 
100 
50 


2500 


2600 

2500 

2000 

2000 

1600 

1600 

1600 

1500 

1800 

1800 

1800 

1800 

1600 

1500 

1800 

1800 

1600 

1500 

1600 

1500 

1600 

1^00 

1600 

1500 

1800 

1800 

14000 

14000 

7200 

7200 

10800 

10800 

260 

250 

3000 

3000 

2000 

2000 
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Porter  and  messenger  hire. 


OBNEBAL  LAND   OFFICB. 


For  salary  of  Commissioner 

Salary  \)f  Chief  Clerk 

Salary  of  Spanish  clerk 

Salary  of  receiving  clerk 

Salary  of  examining  clerk : 

Salary  of  calculator 

Salary  of  first  assistant  clerk 

Salary  of  two  filing  clerks 

Salary  of  two  corresponding  clerks 

Salary  of  first  patenting  clerk 

Salary  of  fourteen  assistant  clerks 

Salary  of  chief  draftsman 

Salary  of  twelve  compiling  draftsmen 

Salary  of  one  draftsman  for  compiling  county 

maps ., 

Salary  of  one  abstract  clerk 

One  corresponding  clerk  for  school  land 

One  book-keeper 

One  assistant  book-keeper 

For  one  additional  clerk 

(The  above  appropriation  to  be  used  only  in 
case  no  land  bureau  or  board  is  created  by  the 
Legislature.) 

Salary  of  one  night  watchman 

Salary  of  one  porter 

Stationery,  books  and  furniture 

Postage 

Wood    

Contingent  expenses 

Lithographic  maps 

Making  fire-proof  ceiling  and  repairs  in  General 

Land  Ofiice,  including  $6000,  heretofore  appro 

priated 

Telephone    


DSPABTMBKT  OF  INSUBANCB,  ETC. 


For  salary  of  Commissioner 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk  and  Librarian 

Salary  of  assistant  clerk 

Salary  of  one  assistant  clerk 

Porter  hire 

Office  furniture 

Stationery,  postage,  printing,  fuel,  lights,  expres 

sage  and  binding  books  for  public  library 

Purchasing  books  for  public  library 

The  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  sets  of  the 

ten  volumes  of  the  Southern  Historical  Society 


T«ar  ending 
Feby  29, 18M 

$400 


2500 
2000 
1800 
•  2000 
1600 
1600 
1600 
2400 
3000 
1600 

16800 
1800 

18000 

1600 
1500 
1600 
1500 
1200 
1000 


600 
360 

8000 
900 
260 
100 

2000 


fpar  endinc 
Feby  28, 1885 

$400 


2500 
2000 
1800 
2000 
1500 
1500 
1600 
2400 
3000 
1600 

16800 
1800 

18000 

1500 
1500 
1600 
1600 
1200 
1000 


600 
360 

3000 
900 
250 
100 

2000 


7000 
60 


2000 
1800 
1600 
1000 
300 
600 

600 
2000 


7000 
60 


2000 
1800 
1600 
1000 
300 


600 
2000 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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papers,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Insurance  Statistics  and  History,  one  set  to 
each  organized  county,  and  the  other  to  public 
libraries  of  the  various  State  institutions 

Subscriptions  for  newspapers  for  public  library, 
and  binding  same 

Two  night  watchmen  for  Capitol  grounds  and 
buildings 

Labor  upon  public  grounds,  and  taking  care  of 
public  buildings,  shrubbery  within  the  Capitol 
enclosure  and  State  Cemetery 

Procuring  and  transporting  to  Washington  City,  a 
stone  from  a  Texas  quarry,appropriately  inscribed 
and  contributed  to  the  Washington  Monument 
in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Texas,  by  Commis 
sioner  of  Insurance,  Statistics  and  History 

Dissemination  of  statistical  information  in  the  va- 
rious States,  and  in  foreign  countries  in  regard  to 
climate,  soil  and  resources  of  Texas,  to  be  ap 
plied  to  books  already  published,  as  well  as  those 
now  being  published 


COMMISSIONER   OF   FISH. 

For  salary  of  Commissioner 

Water  supply  for  fish  ponds 

Hire  of  competent  assistants 

Hire  of  laborers 

Traveling  expenses 

Stationery,  postage  and  telegrams 

Construction  of  additional  fish  ponds  and  purchase 

of  land,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor 

Propagation  and  distribution  of  fish 

Incidental  expenses , , 


ADJUTANT   GENERAL. 


Adju 


For  salary  of  Adjutant  General 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk 

For  stationery,  postage  and  telegraph 

Handling   and  transportation   of    arms  ammuni 

tion,  etc , 

Repairs  of  arms 

Porter    hire  (this  porter  does  service   for 

tant  General  and  Board  of  Education) . . 

Fuel  and  incidental  expenses 

The  protection  of  the  frontier  and  suppression  of 

lawlessness  and  crime 

Adjutant  General's  expenses  as  inspector  of  arms 

and  troops 

To  pay  for  services  of  militia  companies  in  case 

they  are  called  into  actual  service  under  the  law. 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29, 1884. 


$5000 

200 

1200 


600 


100 


2500 


Tear  ending 
Feby  28, 1886. 


$200 
1200 

600 


2500 


1500 

1500 

600 

600 

1200 

1200 

300 

300 

300 

300 

100 

100 

1000 

YOO 

700 

100 

100 

2000 

2000 

1200 

1200 

200 

200 

600 

600 

150 

150 

300 

300 

200 

200 

.   76000 

76000 

300 

300 
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payment  to  be  made  by  the  Governor ». 

ATTORNEY   GENERAL. 

For  salary  of  Attorney  General 

Salary  of  Assistant  Attorney  General 

Salary  of  Chief  Clerk 

Salary  of  other  law  clerk 

Attorney  General's  fees  in  felony  cases 

Traveling  expenses  of  Assistant  Attorney  General 

Stationery : 

Postage 

Telegraphing 

Contingent  expenses 

Fuel   and  lights 

Furniture  for  office  and  for  repairs 

Purchasing  law  books  and  current  law  literature . . 

Payment  of  costs,  depositions,  etc 

Pay  of  porter,  to  act  as  messenger. » . . . 

.JUDICIAL   DEPARTMENT. 

Supreme  Court, 

For  salary  of  three  judges 

Furniturefor  judges  and  court  room 

Postagq    and  contingent 

Books  and  stationery 

Fuel  and  lights 

Porter  hire 

Sheriffs  attendance 

Clerk  Supreme  Court  at  Austin,  ex  officio  librarian 

Clerk  Supreme  Court  at  Tyler,  ex  officio  librarian. 

Clerk  Supreme  Court  at  Galveston,,  ex  officio  libra- 
rian  

Pigeon  hole  cases  and  boxes  in  court  room  tempo- 
rary capital,  to  hold  over  9600  transcripts  now  on 
hand 

Iron  safe  for  record  books,  including  the  $200  here 
tof  ore  appropriated 

Books  and  shelving  for  Supreme  Court  library  . . , 

Pay  of  costs  in  Supreme  Court  in  civil  cases,  in 
which  said  costs  are  adjudged  against  the  State 

Court  of  Appeals. 

For  salary  of  three  judges 

Pay  of  clerk's  fees,  criminal  costs 

Pay  of  sheriffs  or  bailiffs  attendance  on  court . . 

Postage  and  contingent  expenses , 

Fuel  and  lights 

Porter  hir# 


Year  ending 
Peby  29, 1884 


$1000 


2000 

2000 

2000 

^000 

1800 

1800 

1500 

1500 

1500 

1500 

1000 

1000 

200 

200 

300 

300 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

110 

110 

600 

500 

300 

300 

300 

300 

300 


560 


Year  ending 
Feby  28, 1886. 

$1000 


10650 

10650 

800 

300 

750 

750 

600 

600 

500 

500 

450 

450 

300 

300 

750 

750 

300 

300 

300 


425 

2000 

1200 

100 

100 

10650 

10650 

4000 

4000 

300 

300 

600 

600 

500 

500 

45X) 
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Law  books  to  be  selected  by  the  presiding  judge 

Record  books,  stationery  and  furniture 

Purchase  of  one  large  iron  safe 

For  pay  of  costs  in  civil  cases  when  adjudged 
against  the  State 


Commissioners  of  Appeals. 


For  salary  of  three  judges 

Furniture  for  judges  and  court  room . 

Postage  and  contingent 

Fuel  and  lights 

Porter  hire 


General  Expenses  Judicial  Department. 

For  the  payment  of  fees  and  costs  of  sheriffs, 
clerks,  district  and  county  attorneys  in  felony 
cases  

Pay  of  thirty-eight  district  judges 

Salary  of  judge  of  criminal  district  court,  Galves- 
tan  and  Houston 

Salary  of  district  attorneys 

Salary  of  district  attorney,  criminal  district  courts 
of  Harris  and  Galveston  counties 

Salary  of  special  district  judges 

Publishing  Supreme  Court  reports 

Publishing  Court  of  Appeals  reports 

To  reimburse  the  appellant  and  his  bondsmen  in 
the  "  Mercer  Colony  Case  "  in  the  event  said  bond 
has  to  be  paid,  on  warrant  of  the  Governor. . . . 

DEAF  AND   DUMB   ALYLUM. 

For  pay  of  Superintendent 

Pay  of  Principal 

Pay  of  articulation  teacher  . . . : 

Pay  of  second  teacher 

Pay  of  five  additional  teachers 

Pay  of  six  additional  teachers. 

Pay  of  steward  and  secretary 

Pay  of  matron 

Pay  of  assistant  matron « . 

Pay  of  night  watchman 

Pay  of  farmer  and  gardner 

Pay  of  assistant  farmer  and  gardner  and  dairy- 
man   

Pay  of  three  washers  and  ironers 

Pay  of  four  washers  and  ironers 

Pay  of  chief  cook 

Pay  of  assistant  cook 

Pay  of  laborers 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29, 1884. 

$500 

1000 

300 

100 


10650 
400 
500 
250 

,  300 


210000 
95000 

2500 
12000 

500 
6000 
8000 
8000 


2000 


2000 

1000 

900 

600 

2400 

600 
420 
360 
360 
300 

240 
540 

240 
216 


Digitized  by 
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Tear  n&dfng 
Feby28,18iUh 

$500 
700 


100 


10650 

500 
250 
300 


210000 
95000 

2500 
12000 

500 

,  6000 

8000 

8000 


2000 

1000 

900 

600 

2880 
600 
420 
360 
360 
300 

240 

720 

240 

210 

le  21<^ 
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Pay  of  monitor  of  boys 

Pay  of  monitress  of  girls , 

Pay  of  expert  in  printing 

Pay  of  expert  in  book  binding 

Pay  of  experfin  sboemaking 

Supplies  of  provision??,  etc •  •  •  • 

Replacing  unserviceable  bedding,  stoves,  farming 

.^  implements,  etc 

Finishing  bailding,  as  set  forth  in  plan  of  architect 
in  exhibit 

Replacing  old,  worn  out  unserviceable  fence,  etc. 

Purchase  clothing  for  indigent  pupils 

Furnishing  new  building  when  completed 

Purchasing  tract  of  about  twenty-five  acres  adjoin- 
ing the  present  tract , 

Rebuilding  stable  recently  destroyed  by  fire. . . . . 


LUNATIC   ASYLUM. 


For  salary  of  Superintendent 

Salary  of  assistant  physician 

Salary  of  second  assistant  physician. . . 

Salary  of  apothecary 

For  salary  of  book-keeper, 

Salary  of  steward 

Salary  of  matron 

Salary  of  assistant  matron 

Salary  of  male  and  female  attendants. 

Salary  of  seven  seamstresses 

Salary  of  seven  laundresses 

Salary  of  four  watchmen 

Salary  of  one  gardener 

Salary  of  one  scavenger. 

Salary  of  one  chief  cook 

Salary  of  three  assistant  cooks 

Salary  of  one  carpenter 

Salary  of  one  baker : 

Salary  of  three  farm  laborers 

Salary  of  one  engineer 

Salary  of  two  firemen   

Medical  stores 

Dry  goods,  bedding  and  clothing 

Groceries,  provisions  and  wood 

Forage 

Repairs  and  fencing 

Transportation  of  patients 

Contingent  expenses 

One  male  supervisor 

One  female  supervisor. 


iNSTrrunoN  foe  thk  blind. 
For  salary  of  superintendent 


ir  ending 

Tear  ending 

7  29,1884. 

Feby  28, 1885. 

$120 

^120 

120 

120 

1000 

1000 

750 

750 

600 

600 

16000 

18000 

2000 

59046 

2750 

500 

500 

3000 

2000 

500 

2000 

2000 

1500 

1500 

750 

1000 

450 

600 

600 

600 

900 

900 

400 

400 

270 

360 

8530 

96C0 

1680* 

1680 

1680 

1680 

1440 

1440 

360 

360 

200 

200 

360 

360 

660 

720 

360 

360 

480 

480 

550 

600 

750 

1000 

360 

480 

1600 

1800 

8500 

9400 

80000 

96000 

1400 

1400 

5000 

2000 

2000   j 

600 

600   ] 

420 

420   i 

360 

360  ] 

jgitized  by 


glc 


2000 
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Salaries  of  school^  music  and  shop  teachers 

Salary  of  matron  and  nurse 

Salary  of  assistant  matron  and  nurse 

Salary  of  teacher  of  sewing  and  seamstress 

Salary  of  oculist 

Salary  of  cook  and  assistants •••,•• 

Salary  of  three  laundresses 

Night  watchman 

Groceries,  provisions  and  miscellaneous 

Purchase  of  clothing  for  indigent  pupils 

Repair  fund 

Book-keeper  and  steward 

Transportation  and  miscellaneous  expenses  for  in 

digent  pupils 

Sewerage 

One  pipe  organ , 

Fixing  fire  hydrant  and  pipe < 

To  pay  for  heating  apparatus  including  the  sum 

of  $2600  appropriated,  which  was  not  expended 

TO   PAY  VETERANS   UNDER   SPECIAL  ACTS   GRANTING 
THEM  PENSIONS. 

To  I.  K  Alsbury 

Dillard  Cooper * 

R.  M.  Davis 

John  Day 

J.  E.  Field 

J.  W.  Niohols 

H.  M.  Smith 

J.   B.   Thacher 

D.  T.  Webb 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Cole,  widow  of  David  Cole 

DEPARTMENT   OF   EDUCATION. 

Public  Schools. 

For  salary  of  Secretary  Board  of  Education . . . 

For  support  of  Sam  Houston  Normal  School  for 

fiscal  year  ending  Aug.  11,  1885 

(Above  to  be  paid  out  of  general  revenue.) 

For  payment  of  teachers  to  be  employed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Education  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  a  summer  normal  school  in  each  Sena- 
torial district  for  white,  and  each  Congressional 
district  for  colored  teachers 

Purchase  of  philosopical,  physiological  and  astrono 
mical  apparatus,  for  Sam  Houston  Normal  Insti 
tute  to  be  paid  out  of  general  revenue 

Purchase  of  library  for  Sam  Houston  Normal  In 
stitute,  to  be  paid  out  of  general  revenue 

Support  of  the  public  free  schools  for  the  years 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29,1884. 

$6000 
400 
300 
300 
600 
500 
500 
360 

16000 

500 

1500 

500 

600 

600 

2000 

2000 

3500 


100 
250 
100 
100 
200 
100 
250 
100 
100 
100 


2000 
18000 


6000 

1500 
1000 


Tear  endinir      1 
Feby  28,  1885. 

$7000      1 
400 
300 

300  I 
600  I 
600  I 
600  j 
360  I 
18000 
600  ' 
1500 
500 

1000 


100 
250 
100 
100 
200 
100 
250 
100 
100 
100 


2000 
18000 


6000 

1500 
1000 
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ending  Aug.  31,  1884  and  1885,  the  one  dollar 
poll  tax  levied  for  school  purposes,  and  one 
fourth  of  all  the  general  revenues  that  may  be 
collected,  exclusive  of  cost  of  collection;  and  all 
the  interest  on  the  permanent  school  fund 
including  bonds  and  other  interest  bearing  in- 
debtedness now  or  hereafter  belonging  to  said 
permanent  school  fund. 

STATE   UNIVEBSITY. 

For  support,  establishment  and  maintenance  of  the 
State  University,  erection  of  buildings  and  pur- 
chase of  all  accessories  necessary,  to  be  under 
control  of  the  Board  of.  Regents,  all  the  availa- 
ble University  fund  on  hand  or'  accruing,  as  far 
as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  the  re- 
gents for  both  years,  except  such  sums  as  are 
herein  otherwise  appropriated. 

For  surveying  and  designating  one  million  acres 
of  land  for  the  State  University,  and  one  mil- 
lion acres  of  land  for  the  permanent  School 
fund,  the  land  to  be  selected  and  surveyed  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  the  expenses  to  be  paid  on 
his  warrant  upon  the  State  Treasurer,  one  half 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  available  University  fund, 
and  one  half  to  be  paid  out  of  the  available 
School  fund 


A,  AND  M.  COLLEGE. 


For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  Agricul 
tural  and  Mechanical  College,  to  be  expended  as 
follows: 

For  the  year  1883,  out  of  the  general  revenue. . 

For  the  year  1884,  out  of  the  university  fund. . . 


PBAIEIE  VIEW  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

For  support  of  Prairie  View  Normal  School,  for 
the  years  ending  August  31,  1884  and  August 
31,  1885,  inclusive  of  the  amount  appropriated 
by  act  of  April  19,  1879,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  organization  and  support  of  a 
normal  school  at  Prairie  View  (formerly  callied 
Alta  Vista),  in  Waller  county,  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  colored  teachers  . .  ^ 7500 

Building  school  room  out  of  the  general  revenue. .  800 

Recovering  dormitory  male  department 500 

Recitation  and  reception  room  40x30 a^tie  ^  by  C  2XL0Q 

Library  aparatus,  etc f  50o 


Year  ending        Year  ending 
Feby  29, 1884.      Feby  28. 1885. 


$5000 


30000 


$10000 


7500 
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Lamps,  stores,  etc '. 

Wagon,  two  horses  and  harness 

Enlarging  and  furnishing  laundry 

Furniture  for  new  house  

Fencing  pasture  and  farm 

(Out  of  general  revenue.) 

Extra  allowance  to  increase  facilities  for  the  ac 
comroodation  and  preparation  of  colored  teach 
ers  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  A.  and  M.  College. 

For  year  ending  February  29th  1884 

For  year  ending  February  28th  1885 

QUARANTINE. 

For  pay  of  Health  Officer  and  miscellaneous  pur 
poses,  and  to  meet  contingencies  that  cannot  be 

classified 

Building  and  equipment  of  quarantine  stations 
Purchase  of  steam  tug  for  quarantine  purposes! 

PENITENTIABY. 

For  conveying  prisoners  from  counties  where  con- 
victed, to  penitentiary,  under  contract 

Purchase  of  library  for  Rusk  Penitentiary. ... 

To  enable  the  Penitentiary  Board  to  settle  with 
lessees  in  case  of  resumption 

To  enable  the  State  to  resume  control  of  the  peni- 
tentiaries, and  to  operate  them  on  State  account, 
or  by  contract,  and  to  confine  as  many  convicts 
as  practicable  within  the  walls,  all  the  proceeds 
of  the  penitentiaries  and  $50,000  out  of  the  gen 
eral  revenue  for  each  year,  ending  respectively, 
February  29,  1884,  and  February  28,  1885.:.. 
Approved  April  16th,  1883. 

PAYMENT  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

I.   Unmatured  Bonds. 

For  annual  interest  on  State  bonds  now  outstand 
ing 

Annual  sinking  fund 

IL  Matured  Bonds. 

For  principal  ofi  five  per  cent  State  bonds  belong 
ing  to  the  University  fund,  issued  in  1866  for 
money  borrowed  from  University  fund,  now  ma 
tured  and  due 

Interest  due  and  unpaid  on  said  bonds,  belonging 
to  the  University  fund  as  follows:  Interest  be- 
fore adoption  of  Constitution  of  1876,  belonging 
to  permanent  University  fund 


Year  ending 
Feby  29, 1884. 

$300 
300 
600 
200 
600 


Year  ending 
Feby  28, 1885. 


2500 


35000 
10000 
15000 


30000 
500 

50000 


50000 


244,062  20 
80,754  60 


134,472  26 


62,47 


t^^\ 


$2500 


35000 
10000 


30000 


50000 
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Interest  from  1876  to  1883,  belonging  to  available 
University  fund  ($46,104.57)  to  be  paid  out  of 
that  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  not  belonging  to  the  common  School 
fund,  as  provided  by  Act  of  February  23,  1883. 

Principal  and  interest  of  bonds  due  common  School 
fund,  as  validated  by  an  act  passed  at  this  ses 
«ion  of  the  Eighteen  Legislature,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  cerjbain  debts 
of  the  State,  out  of  that  half  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  public  lands  not  belonging  to  the 
common  School  fund,"  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund 

Principal 

Interest 


provided  by  said  Act,  viz:   \ 


CAPITOL  BUILDING  COMMISSION. 


For  salary  of  Commissioners .' 

Salary  of  Superintendent 

Salary  of  Secretary : 

Constructing  an  office  on  Capitol  grounds  for  Com- 
missioners, Superintendent  and  Secretary,  one 
room  to  contain  a  vault  for  plans,  records,  etc . . 

Furniture  for  office 

Books,  stationery  and  postage 

*Fuel  and  lights 

Compensation  of  designing  architect  and  contin 
gent  expenses  in  connection  with  the  building 
of  the  new  capitol,  the  amount  of  each  expendi- 
ture to  be  determined  by  the  Governor,  and 
paid  on  his  order 


MISCB  LANEOUS. 

Fay  for  stands,  pipes  and  fixtures  for  temporary 
capitol,  amount  'due  water- works  company  .... 
Purchase  of  the  Alamo  church  lot  and  building, 
to  be  paid  on  order  of  the  Governor  when  per- 
fect title  is  duly  executed  to  the  State  of  Texas, 
therefor,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  . . . 
Purchase  and    erection  of    monument,  over  the 

graves  of  the  veterans  who  fell  at  Goliad 

Purchase   and   erection   of    monument   over  the 

graves  of  the  veterans  wh©  fell  at  Refugio. . . . 

Purchase  of  the  ground  where  the  graves  of  the 

fallen  heroes  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  are 

now  situated . . . , 

For  the  erection  of  a  monument  over  the  graves  of 

the  Dawson  heroes 

The  four  last  named  appropriations  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  and  upon  the  vouchers 
of  the  county  judges  and  treasurers  of  the  several 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29. 1884 


145,-104    57 


402,535  96 
179,538  09 


»  3600 
2500 
1800 


1000 
150 
300 
100 


2000 

726  06 

20000 
1600 
1000 

1500 
1000 


Year  ending 
Teby  28,  1885. 


$3600 

2500 
1800- 


300 
100 


2000 
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Gpogk 


130 


GENERAL  LAWS  OF  TEXAS. 


counties  where  the  same  are  intended  to  apply. 

Drainage  for  Temporary  Capitol 

Tile  foundation  drain,  1260  three  inch  tiles,  laying 

same  and  replacing  surface  drain  at  3c 

Additional  length  of  waste  pipe 

75 7i  square  yards  of  cement  pavement  at  |2  per 

yard 

2122^  yards  of  rough  casting,  at  80c 

Painting  inside  and  cut  stone 

Hard  finish,  12,980  square  yards,  inside  w^lls. . . . 

260  feet  of  1.2-2  inch  hose,  at  70c  per  foot 

270  feet  of  2  inch  pipe  at  60c  per  foot 

620  feet  of  fencing,  iron,  at  $5  per  foot 

Laying  and  cost  of  sufficient  eight  inch  petrified 

clay  pipe,  say  ll.OO  per  foot 

Planting  fifty  trees,  and  repairs  on  sidewalk 

Thirty-four  wash  basins,  at  $15  each i 

Urinals  and  pipe  fixt^^res 

To    pay    pensions     to    veterans,    under    act    of 

Eighteenth  Legislature 46000  $45000 

Sso.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  this  session,  and  the  fact 
that  the  State  Government  is  without  any  appropriation  for  its  support, 
creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  constitutional  rule  re- 
quiring this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  be  suspended,  and  it  is 
so  enacted. 

Approved  April  23,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


Tear  ending 
Feby  29, 1884. 


$150 

139  80 
10 

1514  66 

636  70 

380 

778  80 

175 

160 

2600 

3400 
100 
510 
300 

46000 


Year  ending 
Feby  28, 1885. 
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No.  1. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Making  an  appropriation  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  ^to  be  used  inr 
repairing  and  furnishing  the  Governor's  Mansion. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof, 
as  may  be  necessary,  out  of  any  moiiey  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the  control  and 
direction  of  the  Governor,  for  repairing  and  furnishing  the  Governor's 
mansion  and  grounds. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  the  Governor's  mansion  is  now  in  a  condition  not 
fitted  for  comfortable  occupancy,  which  creates  an  imperative  public  ne- 
cessity and  emergency  which  requires  that  the  constitutional  rule  be  sus- 
pended, and  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  2,  1883. 

Takes  effect  frpm  passage. 


No.  2. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Amending  Sections  4  and  6,  of  Article  7  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  sections  4  and  6  Article  7,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas,, 
be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  The  lands  herein  set  apart  to  the  Public  Free  School  fund,, 
shall  be  sold  under  such  regulations,  at  such  times,  and  on  such  terms  a» 
may  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  the  Legislature  shall  not  have  power  to 
grant  any  relief  to  purchasers  thereof.  The  Comptroller  shall  mvest  the 
proceeds  of  such  sales,  and  of  those  heretofore  made,  as  mav  be  directed 
by  the  Board  qf  Education  herein  provided  for,  in  the*  bonds  of  the 
United  States,  the  State  of  Texas,  or  counties  in  said  State,  or  in  such 
other  securities,  and  under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law; 
and  the  State  shall  be  responsible  for  all  investments. 

Sec.  6.  All  lands  heretofore,  or  hereafter  granted  to  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  State  for  edmcational  purposes,  are  of  right  the  property  of 
said  counties  respectively,  to  which  they  were  grante#,..an|i.  title  thereto^ 
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is  vested  in  said  counties,  and  no^  adverse  possession  or  limitation  shall 
ever  be  available  against  the  .title  of  any  county.  Each  county  may  'Sell 
or  dispose  of  its  lands  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  manner  to  be  provided  by 
the  commissioner's  court  of  the  county.  Actual  settlers  r<Bsiding  on  said 
lands,  shall  be  protected  in  the  prior  right  of  purchasing  the  sam^  to  the 
extent  of  their  settlement,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  at 
ike  price  fixed  by  said  court,  which  price  shall  not  include  the  value  of 
existing  improvements  made  thereon  by  such  settlers.  Said  lands,  and 
the  proceeds  thereof,  when  sold,  shall  be  held  by  said  connties  alone  as 
a  trust  for  the  benefit  pf  public  schools  therein;  said  proceeds  to  be  in- 
vested iii  bonds  of  the  United  States,  the  State  of  Texas,  or  counties  in 
said  State,  or  in  such  other  securities,  and  under  such  restrictions  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  law;  and  the  counties  shall  be  responsible  for  all  invest- 
ments; the  interest  thereon,  and  other  revenue,  except  the  principal  shall 
be  available  fund. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall  issue  his  proclamation 
ordering  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August  A.  D. 
1883,  at  which  time  the  foregoing  amendments  shall  be  submitted  for 
adoption,  to  the  qualified  electors  of  this  State. 

Skc.  3.  That  those  voting  for  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  to 
Section  4,  shall  have  written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the  words:  "For 
amendment  to  Section  4,  Article  7  of  the  Constitution;"  and  those  vot- 
ing against  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  to  Section  4,  shall  have 
written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the  words:  "Against  amendment  to 
Section  4,  Article  7  of  the  Constititution,"  and  those  voting  for  the 
adoption  of  said  amendment  to  Section  6,  shall  have  written  or  printed 
on  their  ballots  the  words;  "  For  amendment  to  Section  6,  Article  7,  of 
the  Constitution;"  and  those  voting  against  the  adoption  of  said  amend- 
ment to  Section  6,  shall  have  written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the 
words:  "Against  amendment  to  Section  6,  Article  7,  of  the  Constitution. 

Received  in  office,  March  26th,  1883. 

Note. — The  foregoing  act  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas  for 
his  approval  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1 883,  and  was  not  signed 
by  him  or  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it '  originated,  with  his  objec- 
tions thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  and  there- 
upon became  a  law  without  his  signature. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 

[Signed]  JOS.  W.  BAINES, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  .s. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Requesting  Texas  Senators  and  Representatives  to  urge  upon  Congress,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  those  who  suffered  from  the  burning  of  the  town  of  Bren- 
kam,  Texas,  in  1866.  ■' 

Whebeas  a  joint  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  in  1866  who  had 
feeen  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  the  facts  connected  with  the 
burning  of  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Brenham  in  Washington  county, 
Texas,  and  to  recommend  the  proper  action  to  be  had  in  the  matter,  on 
the  28th  September  1866,  reported  that  the  fire  was  the  work^of  JJnited 
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States  troops  stationed  at  Brenham  and  done  in  a  spirit  of  incendiarisni 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  pillage;  the  property  which  was  destroyed 
and  lost  amounting  in  value  to  $131,026.00,  a  full  list  of  which  with 
names  of  owners  and  the  sworn  evidence  of  witnesses  to  the  facts  upon 
which  the  report  was  based  and  whereas,  said  committee  recommended^ , 
that  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  the  Governor  of 
this  State  urge  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  justice  and 
importance  of  a  settlement  of  the  claims  for  said  property  so  destroyed, 
and  the  removal  of  said  troops,  and  whereas,  no  further  action  Was  ^v^r 
taken  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  except  to  request  the  removal  of 
said  troops,  therefore: 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  to  urge 
by  bill  or  otherwise  as  they  may  deem  best  the  early  settlement  of  these 
claims  by  the  United  States. 

§BC.  2,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Texaft 
in^Congress,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  official  report  of  said  joint  select 
committee  with  such  papers  as  may  accompany  the  same. 

Approved  March  31,  1883. 


No.  4.    . 
JOINT  RESOLUTION 

To  amend  Section  9,  Article  8,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  Section  9,  Article  8,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas  be  so 
amended  as  hereafter  to  read  as  follows: 

Abticle  8. 

"  Section  9.  The  State  tax  on  property,  exclusive  of  the  tax  nec- 
essary to  pay  the  public  debt,  and  of  the  taxes  provided  for  the 
benefit  of  public  free  schools,  shall  never  exceed  thirty-fiv«  cents  on  the 
one  hundred  dollars  valuation;  and  no  county,  city  or  town  shall  levy 
more  than  twenty-five  cents  for  city  or  county  purposes,  and  not  to  ex- 
ceed fifteen  cents,  for  roads  and  bridges,  on  the' one  hundred  dollars  val- 
uation, except  for  the  payment  of  debts  incurred  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment,  and  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  street,  sewer 
and  other  permanent  improvements,  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  cents  on 
the  one  hundred  dollars  valuation  in  any  one  year,  and  except  as  is  in 
this  Constitution  otherwise  provided. 

Sec.  2.  .  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby  required 
to  submit  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  a  vote  of  the  qualified  electors  of, 
this  State  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August,  1883. 

Sec.  3.  That  those  voting  for  the  amendment  to  Section  9,  Article  8, 
of  the  Constitution,  shall  have  written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the 
words,  "  For  amendment  to  Section  9,  Article  8,  of  the  Constitution," 
ana  those  voting  against  the  adoption  of  Section  9,  Article  8,  of  the  Con- 
stitution shall  have  written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the  words, 
** Against  amendment  to  Section  9,  Article  8,  of  theJlQP.^tiiiiJian.'L 

Approved  April  7,  1883. 
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No.   5. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION 

To  amend  Section  3  of  Article  7,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Section  3,  of  Article  Y,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas 
be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

"  Section^  3.  One-fourth  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  State  occu- 
^^  pation  taxes,  and  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  on  every  male  inhabitant  of 
**  this  State  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  sixty  years,  shall  be  set 
*^  apart  annually  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  free  schools,  and,  in  addi- 
*^  tioh  thereto,  there  shall  be  levied  and  collected  an  annual  ad  valorem 
^^  State  tax  of  such  an  amount,  not  to  exceed  t>¥enty  cents  on  the  one 
"*^  hundred  dollars  valuation,  as,  with  the  available  school  fund  arising 
^*  from  all  other  sources,  will  be  sufficient  to  maintain  and  support  the 
•**  public  free  schools  of  this  State  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  six  months 
"**  in  each  year;  and  the  Legislature  may  also  provide  for  the  formation 
^*  of  school  districts  within  all  or  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  by 
***  general  or  special  law,  without  the  local  notice  required  in  other  cases 
^^  of  special  legislation,  and  may  authorize  an  additional  annual  ad  valo- 
^*  rem  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected  within  such  school  districts  for  the 
**'  further  maintenance  of  public  free  schools  and  the  erection  of  school 
^* buildings  therein;  provided,  that  two-thirds  of  the  qualified  property 
•**  tax  paying  voters  of  the  district,  voting  at  an  election  to  be  held  for 
■**  that  purpose,  shall  vote  such  tax;,  not  to  exceed  in  any  one  year  twenty 
**  cents  on  the  one  hundred  dollars  valuation  of  the  property  subject  to 
•**  taxation  in  such  district, 'but  the  limitation  upon  the  amount  of  district 
*^  tax  herein  authorized  shall  not  apply  to  incorporated  cities  or  towns 
***  constituting  separate  and  independent  school  districts. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall  issue  his  proclamation 
ordering  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August  A,  D. 
1883,  at  which  time  the  foregoing  amendment  shall  be  submitted  for 
adoption  by  the  qualified  electors  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  That  those  voting  for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  Sec- 
tion 3,  shall  have  written  or  printed  on  their  ballots  the  words  "For 
amendment  to  Section  3,  Article  Y,  of  the  Constitution,  school  tax,"  and 
those  voting  against  thte  adoption  of  said  amendment  shall  have  writ- 
ten or  printed  on  their  ballots  the  words  "Against  the  amendment  to 
Section  3,  Article  1  of  the  Constitution,  school  tax." 

Approved  April  7,  1883. 


No.  6. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Proposing  an  amendment  to  Article  5  of  the  State  Constitution  diminishing  the 
number  of  terms  of  county  courts. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  th^State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  5  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  shall  be  amended  by  add- 
ing thereto  another  section  which  shall  read  as  follows: 


J 
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Sbction  29.  The  county  court  shall  hold  at  least  four  terms  for  both 
oiyil  and  criminal  business  annually  as  may  be  provided  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  the  commissioners'  court  of  the  county  under  authority  of 
law  and  such  other  terms  each  year  as  may  be  nxed  by  the  commis- 
49ioners  court;  provided  the  commissioners  court  of  any  county  having 
fixed  the  times  and  number  of  terms  of  the  county  court  shall  not  change 
the  same  again  until  the  expiration  of  one  year.  Said  court  shall  dispose 
of  probate  business  either  in  term  time  or  vacation  under  such  regula- 
tion as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  Prosecutions  may  be  commenced  in 
«aid  courts  in  such  manner' as  is  or  may  be  provided  hj  law,  and  a  jury 
therein  shall  consist  of  six  men.  Until  otherwise  provided  the  terms  of 
the  county  court  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Mondays  in  February,  May, 
August  and  November  and  may  remain  in  session  three  weeks. 

Sec.  2.  This  amendment  shall  be  submitted  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  in 
August  A.  D.  1883. 

NoTB.-The  foregoing  resolution  was  presented  to  the  Governor  of  Texas 
for  his  approval  on  the  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1883,  and  was  not  signed 
by  him,  or  returned  to  the  house  in  which  it  originated,  with  his  objec- 
tion thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  there- 
upon became  a  law  without  his  signature. 

[Signed]  JOS.  W.  BAINES, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  1. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION 

RequestlDg  the  Senators  and  Repesentatiyes  in  Coiigress  from  Texas  to  use  their 
best  efforts  in  behalf  of  such  an  understanding  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  as  will  establish  and  maintain 
'efficient  quarantine  laws,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  and  epidemic  dls- 

»  -eases  on  the  border  of  the  two  nations. 

Whi!beas,  the  recent  vellow  fever  epidemic  on  the  Rio  Grande  bor- 
der has  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  additional  precautionary  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  into  Texas,  and  the  fact 
that  small  pox  has  obtained  such  a  foot  hold  in  the  border  districts  of 
Mexico,  as  make  it  almost  impossible  to  protect  our  people  from  its  rav- 
ages unless  measures  are  aoopted  by  that  government  to  hold  it  in 
•check, 

And  Whbbbas,  the  Republic  of  Mexico  has  no  quarantine  or  sani- 
tary system  whatever,  thereby  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  quaran- 
tine laws  of  Texas,  and  from  this  cause  owing  to  the  constant  com- 
munication existing  between  the  two  people,  and  the  close  proxim- 
ity of  the  towns  and  ranches,  the  homes  of  the  people  of  Texas  residing 
on  that  border  are  constantly  endangered,  causing  loss  of  life,  injury  U> 
•commerce,  and  expenditures  of  large  sums  of  money  to  prevent .  the 
spread  of  infectious  diseases  on  the  American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande; 
tnerefore: 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Texas,  the 
House  of  Representatives  concurring,  That  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress  be  requested  to  urge  upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  the  imperative  necessity  of  such  an  understanding  between 
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the  eovenimeiit  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  as  will  result  in  the  es* 
tablishment  by  the  government  of  Mexico  of  such  quarantine  laws  and 
sanitary  regulations  as  will  prevent  the  introduction  and  spread  of  in- 
fectious diseases  along  the  border  of  the  two  republics. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  furnish  immedi- 
ately a  copy  of  this  joint  rei^olution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repre> 
sentatives  in  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  'The  danger  of  not  being  able  to  reach  this  measure  in  re^- 
lar  order  creates  a  necessity  for  suspending  the  rule  requiring  it  to  be 
r^ad  on  three  several  days:  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 


No.  8. 

JOINT  RESOLUTION 

Bequiring  the  Gk>yernor  to  submit  all  coDStitutional  amendments  passed  by  th# 
18th  Legislature  to  a  vote  of  the  people  and  fixing  the  time  at.whidi  the  election 
shall  be  held. 

SxcTioK  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  all  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  passed  by  the  18th»  Legislature 
shall  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  an  election  for  that  purpose 
to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August  A.  D.  1883,  unless  a  differ- 
ent time  is  fixed  in  the  amendment  to  be  submitted. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Governor  shall  issue  his  proclamation  calling  6aii 
election  and  designating  the  manner  of  voting  in  accordance  with  Article 
17,  Section  1,  of  the  Constitution  and  shall  also  cause  advertisements  to  be 
made  in  accordance  therewith.  • 

Sbc.  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  is  such  an  im* 
perative  public  necessity  as  justifies  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
rule  requiring  this  resolution  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  and  said 
rule  is  hereby  suspended. 

Approved  April  14, 1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 
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No.  1.       . 

SENATE  CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

Beqaesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  Texas  to  aid  in  the  passage  of  an 
act  to  equip  and  support  an  agricultural  experiment  station  in  each  State  under 
the  control  of  the  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  aid  in  the  passage  of 
an  act  to  equip  and  support  an  agricultural  experiment  station  in  each 
State  under  the  control  of  the  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  each  Senator  and  Representative  in  Congress  from  Texas  by 
the  Secretary  of  State. 


No.  2. 

CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

Requesting   Texas   Senators   and   Representatives   to   secure  division  of  work, 
on  Texas  coast  in  two  or  more  districts  and  for  additional  engineer  officers. 

Whebeas,  the  ereat  length  of  the  coast  line  of  Texas,  the  number  of 
places  thereon  which  are  receiving  appropriations  from  the  National 
government  have  only  such  limited  facilities  of  communication  between 
them,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  engineer  officer,  however  capable 
or  efficient^  to  properly  superintend  to  the  best  advantage  the  various 
works  of  improvement,  which  are  now  being  conducted  by  the  National 
government:  and  whereas,  while  all  the  works  at  the  various  points  on 
the  coast  are  of  great  importance  to  the  immediate  sections,  as  well  as 
to  the  country  at  large,  yet  the  works  at  Galveston  and  on  Buffalo 
Bayou  between  the  cities  of  Houston  and  Galveston — are  of  such  magni- 
tude as  to  require  the  constant  attention  and  the  entire  time  and  capacity 
of  any  one  engineer  officer;  and  whereas,  it  is  believed  that  the  best  in- 
terest of  Texas,  as  well  as  that  of  the  National  government  requires  that 
an  additional  number  of  engineer  officers  be  assigned  to  duty  at  the  dif- 
ferent works  on  the  coast  of  Texas,  therefore — 

Section  1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Texas,  the 
House  of  Represenatives  concurring;     That  the  Senators  and  JRepresen- 
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tatives  from  Texas  in  Congress  be  and  tliev  are  hereby  requested  to  1.  x^e 
such  action  as  will  result  in  Becuring  a  division  of  the  works  on  the  cent 
of  Texas,  into  two  o<r  more  districts,  and  to  secure  the  assignment  to  duty 
of  an  engineer  officer  to  each  of  said  districts,  such  officer  to  have  charge 
of  the  works  in  said  district,  and  to  report  directly  to  the  department  at 
Washington. 

Sbc.  2.  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  furnish  a 
copy  of  this  concurrent  resolution  to  each  of  the  Texas  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress. 

Approved  April  7th  1883. 


No.  3. 
CONCURRENT  RESOLUTION 

Revoking  the  Leases  of  the  Penitentiaries  of  the  State  of  Texas 

Whbbbas,  the  Penitentiarv  Board  of  the  State  of  Texas  did  on  the 
29th  day  of  November  A.  l5.  1882  enter  into  a  contract  with  Ed.  H. 
Cunningham  and  L.  A.  Ellis  to  let  to  said  Cunningham  and  Ellis  the 
State  Penitentiary  at  Huntsville  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions, 
to  wit: 

State  of  Texas 
County  of  Travis. 

This  indenture  or  contract  of  lease,  made  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  No* 
vember  A.  D.  1882,  by  and  between  O.  M.  Roberts,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  of  the  first  part,  and  E.  H.  Cunningham  and  L.  A.  Ellis, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Cunningham  and  Ellis  of  the  second  part,  wit- 
nesseth:  That  the  said  O.  M.  Roberts  as  Governor  aforesaid,  acting  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Penitentiary  Board  of  said  State,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested 
in  him  by  an  act  of  the  Seventeenth  Legislature  of  said  State,  entitled 
**An  Act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  State  penitentiaries,  and 
the  more  efficient  management  of  the  same"  approved  March  17th  A.  D. 
1881,  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  (covenants  hereinafter  mentioned  and  agre,ed  to  be 
kept  and  performed  by  the  said  Cunningham  and  Ellis  and  their  agents 
and  representatives,  have  granted,  demised,  leased  and  hired,  and  by 
these  presents  do  grant,  demise,  lease  and  hire,  unto  the  said  Cunning- 
ham and  Ellis,  lessees,  the  State  Penitentiary,  together  with  all  the  pro- 
perty of  said  State,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  pertaming  or  incident  to  said 
penitentiary,  whether  within  or  without  the  prison  w^alls,  and  the  labor 
of  all  the  convicts  which  may,  on  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  1883 
and  thereafter,  be  assigned  to  said  penitentiary,  whether  within  or  with- 
out the  prison  walls,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  property  and  labor 
herein  leased  unto  the  said  lessees  and  their  representatives  for  the  term 
of  fifteen  years,  unless  sooner  determined,  as  hereafter  provided,  begin- 
ning January  1st  A.  D.  1883,  and  ending  December  31st  A.  D.  1897. 
This  lease  is  made  and  accepted  upon  the  following  terms,  conditions, 
restrictions,  limitations,  considerations  and  understandings,  to  wit: 

First.     Said  lessees  shall  have  the   use  of  all  lands,  buildings^  ma- 
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\^inery,  tools   and   other  property  constructed  with  said  penitentiary. 

^They  shall  also  have  the  use  of  any  unexpended  appropriations  made  by 
the  Legislature,  and  which  the  Penitentiary  Bo^rd  now  has  at  its  dis- 
posal, for  the  purchase  of  machinery  and  for  improvements  for  said  pen- 
itentiary, which  said  appropriation  the  said  lessees  shall  expend,  as  contem- 
plated, under  the  direction  of  said  board:  said  machinery  when  pur- 
chased to  be  placed  in  position  by  said  lessees  free  of  cost  to  the  State. 
Second.  On  or  before  January  Ist  A.  D.  1883,  the  Superintendent  of 
Penitentiaries  shall  make  an  equal  and  fair  division  of  all  the  convicts  on 
hand  belonging  to  the  State  Penitentiary:  one-half  of  whom  shall  be  assign- 
ed to  the  Huntsville  penitentiary  as  inmates  thereof,  or  belonging  thereto; 
and  ope-half  the  convicts  thereafter  received  shall  also  be  assigned  to  said 
peni^ntiary.  The  convicts  so  assigned  to  the  Huntsville  penitentiary 
are  the  convicts  whose  labor  is  herein  contracted:  in  making  such  divis- 
ion and  assignment,  the  said  Superintendent  shall  have  due  regard  to.  the 
location  of  said  convicts,  their  terms  of  service,  their  trades,  crimes  color, 
age,  sex,  and  physical  cbndition,  so  that  as  equitable  a  division  as  possi- 
ble be  made  b.etween  the  Huntsville  and  Rusk  penitentiaries. 

Third.  The  convicts  herein  leased  include  one-half  of  all  the  convicts, 
including  that  class  of  convicts  contracted  by  the  Penitentiary  Board  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  August  A.  D.  1882,  to  certain  farm  labor  for  term 
of  five  years,  which  said  contracts  are  one-half  assigned  to  said  lessees, 
who  hereby  agree  and  bind  themselves  to  assume  and  carry  out  in  good 
faith  and  impartiality  the  terms  and  provisions  of  said  contracts,  and  to 
do  and  perform  every  obligation  assumed  to  be  done  or  performed  by 
the  State  in  said  contracts,  and  to  require  said  contractors  to  carry  out 
the  obligations  assumed  by  them  in  said  contracts.  Whatever  moneys 
or  considerations  accrue  to  the  State  by  said  contracts  shall  be  paid  by 
8a,id  lessees:  but  said  lessees  shall  pay,  as  hereinafter  provided  for  in 
other  cases,  the  remuneration  for  sergeants  and  guards. 

Fourth.  In  consideration  of  the  lease  herein  made,  said  lessees  have 
obligated  themselves,  and  hereby  obligate  themselves,  to  pay  into  the 
State  Treasury  at  Austin,  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
of  each  year,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000.00):  that  they 
will,  on  and  after  January  1st  1886,  in  conjunction  with  the  lessees  6i 
the  Rusk  penitentiary,  and  on  such  terms  as  they  may  agree  upon,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Penitentiary  Board,  receive  convicts  at  the  county 
jails  and  transport  them  to  the  penitentiaries  free  of  any  cost  or  charge 
whatsoever  to  the  State:  that  they  shall  furnish  everything  whatsoever 
that  may  be  proper  and  necessary  for  the  support  and  mamtenance  of 
the  said  penitentiary,  and  for  the  comfort,  health,  protection  and  security 
of  the  convicts  belonging  thereto,  whether  within  or  without  the  prison 
walls,  including  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  connected  with  said  peni- 
tentiary, to-wit:  one  assistant  superintendent,  one  physician,  one  chap- 
lain, and  one  inspector,  also  one-half  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Penitentiaries,  and  the  compensation  of  under  officers  and  guards  em- 
ployed by  the  State  Officer,  all  to  be  paid  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
Penitentiary  Board:  but  they  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  to  under  offi- 
cers und  guards  any  greater  compens:  tlon  than  the  maximum  amounts 
fixed  by  the  Penitentiary  Board  before  making  this  lease.  Said  lessees 
also  agree  and  bind  themselves  to  furnish  suitable  and  substantial  blank 
books,  record  books  and  other  books,  in  which  to  keep  the  necessary 
records,  minutes,  or  accounts  pertaining  to  said  penitentiary  and  its  man- 
agement: also  furnish  all  stationery,  blanks,  postage,  fuel,  lights,  furni- 
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tare  and  other  necessaries  for  the  offices,  of  the  Superintendent,  Assistant 
Superintendent,  under  keeper  and  sergeants:  also  paj  for  telegrams  to 
or  from  said  officers  in  regard  to  matters  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion and  management  of  said  penitentiary,  provided,  they  shall  not  be 
required  to  pay  more  than  half  the  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent.  Saixl  lessees  shall  also  furnish  stationery  and  postage  for  the 
convicts  as  prescribed  by  the  rules.  T^jey  also  agree,  and  hereby  bind 
themselves  to  pay  a  reward  of  tw.nty-five  dollars  and  the  actual  expenses 
incurred  for  tne  apprehension  and  return  of  each  escaped  convict  who 
may  be  returned  or  assigned  to  said  penitentiary.  Thev  shall  also  sup- 
ply each  convict  discharged  from  said  penitentiary  witn  a  plain  suit  of 
citizens  clothing,  five  dollars  in  money,  and  railroad  transportation,  as 
now  required  by  law.  In  short,  said  lessees  shall  assume  and  pay^all  the 
expenses  connected  with  the  administration  of  said  penitentiary  which 
the  State  would  have  to  pay  if  it  were  operated  by  the  State. 

Fifth.  Said  lessees  shall  work  in  moderation  and  treat  humanelv  all 
the  convicts  belonging  to  said  penitentiary.  They  shall  make  and  keep* 
comfortable  all  cell^  buildings,  prison  houses,  prison  cars,  shops  etc,  in 
which  convicts  are  confined  and  worked,,  furnishing  the  necessary  stoves, 
fuel  and  lights  for  heating  and  lighting  said  buildings:  they  shall  clothe, 
feed,  work  and  treat  said  convicts,  whether  within  or  without  the  walls, 
in  accordance  with  and  in  strict  obedience  to  the  laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions now  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted  in  relation  thereto  and  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  and  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity. 

Sixth.  Said  lessees  shall  within  six  months  after  the  commencement 
of  this  lease,  make  all  necessary  repairs  to  thie  buildings,  walls,  machinery, 
yards,  premises  and  other  property  belonging  to  said  penitentiary, 
whether  within  or  without  tne  walls,  or  whether  used  by  them  or  re- 
served by  the  State  for  the  use  of  its  officej^s,  and  shall  keep  the  same  in 
good  repair  during  this  lease.  They  shall  have  printed  as  often  as  neces- 
sary to  protect  and  preserve  them,  all  tin  roofs  and  gutters  belonging  to 
said  penitentiary.  They  shall  also  keep  in  repair  the  administration 
building  and  superintendent's  house  and  premises  belonging  to  the  State,, 
but  reserved  for  the  use  of  its  officers.  They  shall  also  furnish  suitable 
rooms,  beds  and  food  for  all  under  officers  and  guards  connected  with 
said  penitentiary.  If  required,  they  shall  furnish  convict  clerical  help 
for  the  officers  of  the  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent  and  under 
keeper.  They  shall  also  furnish  building  tenders,  lime  for  white- washing 
purposes,  the  best  facilities  for  cooking  the  food,  washing  the  clothes 
and  bathing  the  bodies  of  the  convicts. 

Seventh.  Said  lessees  shall  take  possession  of  said  penitentiary,  its 
property  and  convicts,  on  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  1883,  and  on 
and  after  that  date  shall  be  held  responsible  therefor  under  the  terms 
of  this  lease.  As  soon  as  an  inventory  and  appraisement  of  such 
property  can  be  made,  said  lessees  shall  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  receipt 
therefor.  Said  lessees  shall  confine  and  work  within  the  walls  of  said 
penitentiary,  or  at  labor  near  by  and  incidental  to  the  operation  thereof, 
at  least  four  hundred  convicts,  said  number  not  to  be  diminished,  but  in- 
creased yearly  in  equal  numbers,  until  the  number  so  confined  shall  reach 
at  least  six  hundred  by  January  Ist  A.  D.  1886,  and  not  thereafter  to  be 
diminished.  The  balance,  if  any,  to  be  worked  at  outside  labor,  under 
such  restrictions  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  board. 

Eighth.  Upon  the  termination  of  this  lease,  by  limitation  or  other- 
wise, the  said  lessees  shall  quietly  and  peacefully  surrender,  return  and 
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deliver  to  the  State,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  designated 
by  the  Governor,  said  penitentiary,  and  all  the  property  thereto  pertain- 
ing. For  all  property  returned  in  good  order  and  repair,  said  lessees 
shall  be  credited  with  the  value  thereof,  as  fixed  hj  appraisement  when 
they  receive  it:  and  for  all  property  returned  not  in  good  order  and  re- 
pair, the  said  lessees  shall  be  charged  with  such  amount,  to  be  estimated 
by  appraisers,  as  will  be  necessary  to  place  the  same  in  good  order  and 
repair:  and  for  all  property  received  from  the  State  and  not  returned,  or 
not  reserved  by  its  officers,  the  said  lessees  shall  pay  the  value  thereof  as, 
fixed  by  appraisement  when  received;  provided,  the  said  lessees  shall  not 
be  required  to  pay  for  property  destroyed  by  fire  or  otherwise,  not  occas- 
ioned by  the  fault  of  themselves,  their  agents  or  employees. 

Ninth.  If  any  improvements  of  a  permanent  kind  are  made  by  said 
lessees  with  the  consent  of  the  Penitentiary  Board,  they  shall  be  allowed 
pay  for  same,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Tenth.  The  right  is  reserved  to  the  State,  through  its  proper  officers, 
to  direct  how  and  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  convicts 
whose  labor  is  herein  contracted,  or  leased,  shall  be  lodged,  fed,  clothed, 
worked,  guarded  and  treated,  and  it  is  distinctly  understood  and  agreed 
that  the  control  of  said  convicts  does  not,  under  this  lease,  pass  from  the 
State  or  its  officers,  and  the  management  of  said  convicts  shall  in  all 
cases  and  under  all  circumstances  remain  under  such  control. 

Eleventh.  The  said  lessees  shall  by  themselves,  their  agents,  superin- 
tendents and  foremen,  have  the  right  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  convicts 
belonging  to  said  penitentiary,  but  subject  to  such  sanitary  and  discip- 
linary instructions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations: 
and  the  said  State  reserves  the  right  and  authority  to  forbid  that  said 
convicts  be  put  to  any  work  which  subjects  them  to  any  unusual  danger 
*to  their  persons  or  health,  or  too  much  facilitates  their  chances  of 
escape. 

Twelfth.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  officers  in  charge  of  said 
penitentiary  to  require  good,  faithful  work  of  said  convicts,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  physical  ability  to  do  the  same.  The  hours  of  labor 
for  convicts  under  this  contract,  shall  not  exceed  ten  hours  per  day,  to 
be  so  arranged  that  they  shall  not  be  turned  out  of  the  prison  building, 
before  daylight,  nor  remain  out  after  dark,  with  such  exceptions  as  may 
be  m^de.by  the  rules.  ^ 

Thirteenth.  The  said  lessees  shall  not  sub-let  nor  assign  this  lease,  or 
any  interests  therein,  without  the  consent,  in  writing  of  the  Governor  of 
said  State  and  the .  Penitentiary  Board.  If  during  the  existence  of  this 
lease,  a  reformatory  is  provided  by  law,  then  the  right  is  herein  reserved, 
to  withdraw  such  boys  from  this  penitentiary  as  may  be  required  to  be 
placed  in  said  reformatory,  or  in  case,  a  new  penitentiary  be  provided, 
then  the  right  is  reserved  by  the  State  to  place  a  proportionate  share  of 
the  convicts  thereafter  sentenced  in  said  penitentiary. 

Fourteenth.  Before  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  18S3,  the  said 
lessees  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  bond  in  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thotisand  dollars,  with  two  or  more  good  and  efficient  sure- 
ties, payable  to  the  Governor  and  his  successors  in  office,  and  conditioned 
that  said  lessees  shall  faithfully  comply  with  the  terms  of  this  lease.  If 
at  any  time,  for  any  reason,  the  Governor  of  said  State  shall  deem  any 
bond  given  by  said  lessees  insufficient,  then,  upon  written  notice  and  de- 
mand from  him,  they  shall  within  thirty  days  furnish  a  new  bond,  or  ad- 
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ditional  sureties  satisfactory  to  said  Governor,  or  in  default  thereof  this 
cotiti-act  may  be  cancelled. 

Fifteenth.'  If  the  said  lessees  shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  any  of  the 
obligations  of  this  contract,  or  shall  do  that  which  bv  the  terms  thereof 
they  are  forbidden  to  do,  then  the  Governor  of  saia  State  may  at  any 
time  thereafter  declare  this  agreement  forfeited  and  the  lease  termmi- 
nated,  but  the  bond  herein  provided  for  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  ef- 
fect, as  to  all  the  conditions  intended  to  secure  the  State  of  Texas  in  this 
contract. 

Sixteenth.  This  contract  is  made  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  passed  regulating  the  organization 
and  management  of  penitentiaries.  It  is  also  subject  to  the  approval  or 
the  revocation  of  the  next  Legislature. 

Witness  our  hands,  day  and  date  above  written. 

Signed.  O.  M.  Kobsbts,  Governor. 

"  Ed.  H.  Cunningham 

"  L.  H.  Ellis 

We  concur  in  the  above  contract 

(Signed.)  O.  M.  Roberts,  Governor 

F.  R.  Lubbock,  Treasurer 
Thos.  J.  GoBBE,  Supt.  Penity. 

Penitentiary  Board. 
And  whebeas  the  said  Penitentiary  Board  did  on  the  29th  day  of  No- 
vember A.  D.  1882  enter  into  a  contract  with  Wm.  Morrow,  W.  R. 
Hamby,  and  W.  H.  Cherry,  to  let  to  them,  the  said  Morrow,  Hamby  and 
Cherry,  the  State  Penitentiary  located  at  Rusk,  on  the  following  terms 
and  conditions,  to  wit: 

The  State  of  Texas  )  January  1st  1883. 

and  y 

Morrow,  Hamby  and  Co.  )  Lease  No.  2. 
The  State  of  Texas  [  This  indenture  or  contract  of  lease  made  the 
County  of  Travis  )  twenty-ninth  day  of  November  A.  D.  1882  by  and 
between  O.  M.  Roberts,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas,  of  the  first  part 
and  W.  Morrow,  W.  R.  Hamby  and  W.  H.  Cherry  under  the  firm  name 
of  Morrow,  Hamby  and  Co.  of  the  second  part  witnesseth. — That  the 
said  O.  M.  Roberts  as  Governor  aforesaid,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Penitentiary  Board  of 
said  State,  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  an  act  of 
Seventeenth  Legislature  of  said  State,  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  the  State  Penitentiaries,  and  the  more  efficient  manage- 
ment of  the  same,  approved  March  llih  A.  D.  1881,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  cove- 
nants hereinafter  mentioned  and  agreed  to  be  kept  and  performed  by  the 
said  Morrow,  Hamby  and  Co.  and  their  agents  and  representatives,  have 
granted,  demised,  leased  and  hired,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  de- 
mise, lease  and  hire  unto  the  said  Morrow,  Hamby  and  Co.  lessees  of  the 
State  Penitentiary  at  Rusk,  Texas,  known  as  the  Kusk  Penitentiary,  to- 
gether with  all  the  property  of  said  State,  real,  personal,  or  mixed  per- 
taining, or  incident  to  said  penitentiary,  whether  within  or  without  the 
prison  walls,  and  the  labor  of  all  the  convicts  which  may  on  the  first  day 
of  January  A.  D.  1883  and  thereafter  be  assigned  to  said  penitentiary, 
whether  within  or  without  the  prison  walls  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
property  and  labor  herein  leased  unto  the  said  lessees  and  their  represen- 
tatives for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  unless  sooner  determined  as  herein- 
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after  provided,  beginning  January  1st  A.  D.  1883  and  ending  December 
3 1st  1897.  This  lease  is  made  and  accepted  upon  the  following  terms,  coif- 
ditions,  restrictions,  limitations,  considerations  and  upderstandings,  to-wit: 

First.  Said  lessees  shall  have  the  use  of  all  lands,  buildings,  ma- 
chinery, tools,  ores,  and  other  property  connected  with  said  penitentiary, 
except  woods  on  State  land,  which  may  be  used  only  for  fuel  for  the 
penitentiary  and  not  for  coal  for  smelting.  They  shall  also  have  the  use 
of  any  unexpended  appropriations  made  by  the  Legislatuie  and  which 
the  Penitentiary  Board  now  has  at  its  disposal  for  purchase  of  machinery 
and  for  improvements  of  said  penitentiary  which  said  appropriations  the 
said  lessees  shall  expend  as  contemplated  under  direction  of  said  Board. 
Said  machinery  when  purchased  to  be  placed  in  position  by  said  lessees 
free  of  cost  to  th^  State. 

Second.  On  or  before  January  1st  1883,  the  8uperint2ndent  of  peni- 
tentiaries shall  make  \n  equal  and  fair  division  of  all  the  convicts  on 
hand  belonging  to  the  penitentiaries  one  half  of  whom  he  shall  assign  to 
the  Rusk  Penitentiary  as  inmates  thereof,  or  belonging  thereto,  and  one 
half  the  convicts  thereafter  received  shall  also  be  assigned  to  said  peni- 
tentiary. The  convicts  so  assigned  to  Rusk  penitentiary  are  the  con- 
victs whose  labor  is  herein  contracted.  In  making  such  division  and  as- 
signment the  said  superintendent  shall  have  due  regard  to  the  location  of 
said  convicts,  their  term  of  service,  their  trades,  crimes,  color,  age,  sex 
and  physical  condition,  so  that  as  equitable  a  division  as  possible  be 
made  between  the  Rusk  and  Huntsville  penitentiaries. 

Third.  The  convicts  herein  leased  include  one  half  of  all  the  convicts^ 
including  that  class  of  convicts  contracted  by  the  Penitentiary  Board  on 
the  fifteenth  day  of  August  1882  to  certain  farm  labor  for  term  of  five 
years,  which  said  contracts  are  one  half  assigned  to  said  lessees,  who 
hereby  agree  and  bind  themselves  to  assume  and  carry  out  in  good  faith 
and  impartiality  the  terms  and  provisions  of  said  contracts,  and  to  do 
and  perform  every  obligation  assumed  to  be  done  or  performed  by  the 
State  in  said  contracts  and  to  require  said  contractors  to  carry  out  the 
obligations  assumed  by  them  in  said  contracts.  Whatever  moneys  or 
considerations  accrue  to  the  State  by  ^aid  contracts  shall  be  paid  to  said 
lessees,  but  said  lessees  shall  pay  as  hereinafter  provided  for  in  other 
cases  the  remuneration  for  sergeants  and  guards. 

Fourth.  In  consideration  of  the  lease  herein  made,  said  lessees  have 
obligated  themselves  and  hereby  obligate  themselves  to  pay  into  the 
State  Treasury  at  Austin  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
of  each  year,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  that  they  will,  on  and 
after  January  1st  1886  in  conjunction  with  the  lessees  of  the  Huntsville 
Penitentiary,  and  on  such  terms  as  they  may  agree  upon,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Penitentiary  Board  receive  convicts  at  the  county  jails  and 
transport  them  to  the  penitentiaries  free  of  any  cost  or  charge  whatso- 
ever to  the  State,  that  they  shall  furnish  everything  whatsoever  that 
may  be  proper  and  necessary  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the 
said  penitentiary  and  for  the  comfort,  health,  protection  and  security  of 
the  convicts  belonging  thereto,  whether  within  or  without  the  prison 
walls,  including  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  connected  with  said  peni- 
tentiary, to-wit: — One  assistant  superintendent,  one  physician,  one  chap- 
lain, and  one  inspector,  also  one-half  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Penitentiaries,  and  the  compensation  of  under  officers  and  guards  em- 
ployed by  the  State  officers,  all  to  be  paid  as  may  be  directed  by  the 
Penitentiary  Board,  but  they  shall  not  oe  required  to  pay  toupder  offi- 
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cers  and  guards  any  greater  compensation  than  the  maximum  amounts 
£xed  by  the  Penitentiary  Board  before  the  making  of  this  lease.  Said 
lessees  also  agree  and  bind  themselves  to  furnish  suitable  and  substantial 
blank  books,  record  books  and  other  books  in  which  to  keep  the  neces- 
sary records,  minutes  or  accounts  pertaining  to  said  penitentiary  and  its 
management,  also  furnish  all  stationery,  blanks,  postage,  fuel,  lights, 
furniture  and  other  necessaries  for  the  offices  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Assistant  Superintendent,  under  keeper,  and  sergeants,  also  pay  for  tele- 
grams to  or  from  said  offtcers  in  regard  to  matters  connected  with  the 
administration  and  management  of  said  penitentiary,  provided,  they 
shall  not  be  required  to  pay  more  than  half  the  expenses  of  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent.  Said  lessees  shall  also  furnish  stationery  and  post- 
age for  the  convicts  as  prescribed  by  the  rules.  They  also  agree  and 
liereby  bind  themselves  to  pay  a  reward  of  twenty- five  dollars  and  the 
actual  expenses  incurred  for  the  apprehension  and  return  of  each  escaped 
-convict  who  may  be  returned  or  assigned  to  said  penitentiary.  They 
shall  also  supplv  each  convict  discharged  from  said  penitentiary  with  a 
plain  suit  of  citizen's  clothing,  five  dollars  in  money  and  railroad  trans- 
portation as  now  required  by  law.  In  short  said  lessees  shall  assume  and 
pay  all  the  expenses  connected  with  the  administration  of  said  peniten- 
tiary^ which  the  State  would  have  to  pay  if  it  were  operated  on  State  ac- 
count. 

Fifth.  Said  lessees  shall  work  in  moderation  and  treat  humanely  all 
the  convicts  belonging  to  said  penitentiary.  They  shall  make  and  keep 
comfortable  all  cell  buildings,  prison  houses,  prison  cars,  shops  etc,  in  which 
convicts  are  confined  and  worked,  furnishing  the  necessary  stoves,  fuel 
and  lights  for  heating  and  lighting  said  buildings.  They  shall  clothe, 
feed,  work  and  treat  said  convicts  whether  within  or  without  the  walls 
in  accordance  with  and  in  strict  obedience  to  the  laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions, now  or  hereafter  to  be  enacted  in  relation  thereto,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  and  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity. 

Sixth.  Said  lessees  shall  within  six  months  after  the  commencement 
<>f  this  lease,  make  all  necessary  repairs  to  the  buildings,  walls,  ma- 
chinery,, yards,  premises  and  other  property  belonging  to  said  peniten- 
tiary, whether  within  or  without  the  walls,  or  whether  used  by  tfiem  or 
reserved  by  the  State  for  the  use  of  its  officers,  and  shall  keep  the  same 
in  good  repair  during  this  lease.  They  shall  have  painted  as  often  as 
necessary,  to  protect  and  preserve  them,  all  the  tin  roofs  and  gutters  be- 
longing to  said  penitentiary.  They  shall  also  keep  in  repair  the  admin- 
istration building  belonging  to  the  State,  but  reserved  for  the  use  of  its 
officers.  They  shall  also  furnish  suitable  rooms,  beds  and  food  for  all 
under  officers  and  guards  connected  with  said  Rusk  penitentiary.  If  re- 
•quired,  they  shall  furnish  convict  clerical  help  for  the  offices  of  the 
superintendent,  assistant  superintendent  and  under  keeper.  They  shall 
also  furnish  building  tenders,  lime  for  whitewashing  purposes,  the  best 
facilities  for  cooking  food,  washing  the  clothes  and  bathing  the  bodies  of 
the  convicts.    , 

Seventh.  Said  lessees  shall  take  possession  of  said  penitentiary,  its 
property  and  convicts,  on  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  1883,  and  on 
and  after  that  date,  shall  be  held  responsible  therefor  under  the  terms  of 
this  lease.  As  soon  as  an  inventory  and  appraisement  of  such  property 
can  be  made,  said  lessees  shall  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  receipt  therefor. 
Said  lessees  shall  confine  and  work  within  the  walls  of  said  penitentiary, 
or  at  labor  near  by  and  incidental  to  the  operation  thereof,  at  least  three 
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bandred  convicts  said  number  not  to  be  diminished^  bat  increased  yearly 
in  equal  numbers  until  the  number  so  confined  shall  reach  at  least  eight 
hundred  by  January  1st  1886,  and  not  thereafter  to  be  diminished,  the 
balance,  if  any,  to  be  worked  at  outside  labor  under  such  restrictions  as 
may  be  imposed  by  the  board. 

Eighth.  Upon  the  termination  of  this  lease  by  limitation  or  otherwise, 
the  said  lessees  shall  quietly  and  peaceably  surrender,  return  and  de- 
liver to  the  State,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  Governor,  said  penitentiary,  and  all  the  property  thereto  pertaining. 
For  all  property  returned  in  good  order  and  rfepair,  the  said  lessees  shall 
be  credited  with  the  value  thereof  as  fixed  by  appraisement  when  they 
fio  received  it,  and  for  all  property  returned  not  in  good  order  and  repair 
the  said  lessees  shall  be  charged  with  such  amount,  to  be  estimated 
by  appraisers  as  will  be  necessarjr  to  place  the  same  in  good  order  and 
repair,  and  for  all  property  received  from  the  State  and  not  returned,  or 
not  reserved  by  its  officers,  the  said  lessees  shall  pay  the  value  thereof,  as 
£xed  by  appraisement  when  received,  provided,  the  said  lessees  shall  not 
be  required  to  pay  for  property  destroyed  by  fire  or  otherwise,  not  oc- 
casioned by  the  fault  of  themselves,  their  agents  or  employees. 

Ninth.  If  any  improvements  of  a  permanent  kind  are  made  by  said 
lessees  with  the  consent  of  said  Penitentiary  Board,  they  shall  be  allowed 
pay  for  same  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Tenth.  The  right  is  reserved  to  the  State  through  its  proper  officers 
to  direct  how,  and  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  convicts 
whose  labor  is  herein  contracted  or  leased  shall  be  lodged,  fed,  clothed, 
worked,  guarded  and  treated,  and  it  is  distinctly  understood  and  agreed 
that  the  control  of  said  convicts  does  not  under  this  lease  pass  from  the 
State,  or  its  officers,  and  the  management  of  said  convicts  shall  in  all 
cases  and  under  all  circumstances  remain  under  such  control. 

Eleventh.  The  said  lessees  shall  by  themselves,  their  agents,  superin- 
tendents and  foreman  have  the  right  to  direct  the  labor  of  the  convicts 
belonging  to  said  penitentiary,  but  subject  to  such  sanitary  and  discipli- 
nary instructions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations,  and 
the  said  State  reserves  the  right  and  authority  to  forbid  that  said  con- 
victs be  put  to  any  work  which  subjects  them  to  any  unusual  danger  to 
their  persons  or  health  or  too  much  facilitates  their  chances  for  escape. 

Twelfth.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  officers  in  charge  of  said 
penitentiary  to  require  good,  faithful  work  of  said  convicts  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  physical  ability  to  do  the  same.  The  hours  of  labor 
for  convicts  under  this  contract  shall  not  exceed  ten  hours  per  day,  to  be 
Bo  arranged  that  they  shall  not  be  turned  out  of  the  prison  building  be- 
fore daylight,  nor  remain  out  after  dark  with  such  exceptions  as  may  be 
made  by  the  rules. 

Thirteenth.  The  said  lessees  shall  not  sub-let  nor  assign  this  lease  or 
I'  any  interest  therein  without  the  consent,  in  writing  of  the  Governor  of 
safd  State,  and  the  Penitentiary  Board.  If  during  the  existence  of  this 
lease  a  reformatory  is  provided  by  law,  then  the  right  is  herein  reserved 
to  withdraw  such  boys  from  this  penitentiary  as  may  be  required  to  be 
placed  in  said  reformatory,  or  in  case  a  new  penitentiary  be  provided, 
then  the  right  is  reserved  by  the  State  to  place  a  proportionate  share  of 
the  convicts  thereafter  sentenced  in  said  penitentiary. 

Fourteenth.  Before  the  first  day  of  January  A.  D.  1883  the  said  les- 
sees shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  Governor  a  bond  in  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  with  two  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sure- 
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ties,  payable  to  the  Governor  and  his  successors  in  office  and  conditioned, 
that  said  lessees  shall  faithfully  comply  with  the  terms  of  this  lease.  If 
at  any  time  for  any  reason  the  Governor  of  said  State  shall  deem  any 
bond  given  by  said  lessees  insufficient,  then  upon  written  notice  and  de- 
mand from  him,  they  shall  within  thirty  days  furnish  a  new  bond  or  ad- 
,  ditional  sureties  satisfactory  to  said  Governor  or  in  default  thereof  this 
contract  may  be  cancelled. 

Fifteenth. '  If  the  said  lessees  shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  any  of  the 
obligations  of  this  contract  or  shall  do  that  which  by  the  terms  thereof, 
ihey  are  forbidden  to  do,  then  the  Governor  of  said  State  may  at  any 
time  thereafter  declare  this  agreement  forfeited  and  the  lease  termi- 
nated, but  the  bond  herein  provided  for,  shall  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect  as  to  all  the  conditions  intended,  to  secure  the  State  of  Texas  in 
this  contract. 

Sixteenth.  This  contract  is  made  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  or  hereafter  to  be  passed  regulating  the  organization 
and  management  of  penitentiaries. 

It  is  also  subject  to  the  approval  or  the  revocation  of  the  next  Legisla- 
ture. 

Witness  our  hands  day  and  date  above  written. 

Signed.  0.x  M.  Roberts  Governor 

W.  R.  Hamby 
William  Mobboav 
W.  H.  Cherby. 

We  concur  in  the  above  contract. 

Signed.  O.  M.  Robebts  Governor, 

F.  R.  Lubbock  Treasurer 
Thos.  J.  GoEEB,  Supt  Penity. 

Penitentiary  Board. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  the  House  concurring  that  the 
said  leases  be  and  they  are  hereby  in  all  things  revoked  and  cancelled. 


No.  4. 


Resolved  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  the  Senate 
and  three  from  the  House,  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the 
people  touching  the  Constitutional  amendments  adopted  by  the 
Eighteenth  Legislature,  giving  the  reasons  for  the  changes  thereby  pro- 
posed in  the  organic  law,  and  the  explanation  of  their  purposes,  to  the 
end  that  the  great  body  of  the  people  may  be  fully  informed  with  ref er- 
erence  thereto,  and  be  better  enabled  to  vote  understandingly  upon  the 
question  of  their  adoption  or  rejection. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 
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THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS,  } 
Dbpaetmbnt  of  State,  j 
1/ Jos.  W.  Bainbs,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  hereby 
<3ertijy  that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  Laws  and  Joint  Resolutions, 
passed  by  the  Eighteenth  Legislature,  with  the  originals  now  on  file  in 
this  department,  and  that  they  are  true  copies  thereof.  I  further  certify 
that  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  convened  at  the 
city  of  Austin  on  the  ninth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1883,  and  adjourned 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1883. 

In  Testimony  Whkbkof,  I  hereunto  sign  ray  name 

[l.  s.]  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  the  city  of 

Austin^  on  this  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1883, 

JOS.  W.  BAINES, 
Secretary/  of  Stale^ 
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Fees  of,  in  felouy  cases. 22 

Attorney,  District — 

Appointed  in  16th  district 82 

Commissions  of 16 

b'eea  of,  in  felony  cases 22 

Attorney,  Criminal  District- 

Defined 2 

Attorney-General — 

General  appropriation 123 

Land  Fraud  Board 107 

Land  Board,  member  of ', 85 

Austin  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  *84 60 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

B 

Bailey  County— 

County  brand • 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district ^^ , 81 

Judicial  district  '84 .ojgi^^e^  by  mQQS.^  . .    62  . 
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Assessed,  how : Ill 

Bakdbra  County— 

County  brand » 7& 

Judicial  district '84 65 

Bablbt— r 

Weight  per  bushel 73 

Bastrop  County— 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

County  brand TO 

Judicial  district '84 60 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 7& 

BAYiiOB  County— 

County  brand * 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  proyisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 31 

Judicial  district '84 .' 62 

Beans— 

Weight  per  bushel 73 

Bell,  or  Steam  Whistle— 

Locomotive  engine  must  have 23 

Bell  County— 

County  brand  .,,. 76 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district  *84 61 

Beer— 

Adulteration  of,  misdemeanor 73 

Bexar  County— 

County  brand 76 

Judicial  district  '84 65 

Blanco  County— 

County  brand 76 

Judicial  district 65 

Blind  Asylum- 

Board  of  Trustees •  •• 10^ 

Deficiency   appropriation 96 

General  appropriation 125 

Oculist,  Trustees  appoint 110 

Oculist,  term  of  ofllce 110 

Superintendent  of,  elected  by  Board  of  Trustees f^'r-cr\r%]'r^  •  •  ^^ 

Trustees  of.  appointed  by  the  Governor Pl^i  i'!^.  ^\  Vr'.V.VX^ . .  109 
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Blind  AeYTaxm— continued. 

Trustees  of,  mileage 10^ 

Trustees  of,  powers  and  duties « 4. 10&/ 

Trustees  of ,  per  diem  pay 109 

Trustees  of,  qualifications  of 109 

Trustees  of,  repwt  to  Legislature ', 109^ 

Trustees  of,  Superintendent  elected  by 109 

Trustees,  term  of  ofiSce 109^ 

BOABD  OF  MaKAGBRS— 

Branch  Asylum * ^ 9 

BOABD  of  TBUBTKESt— 

Blind  Asylum 109- 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 109 

Cities  and  towns US 

BOABD  OF  ASYLXTM  COMMISSIONEBS — 

Duties  of  prescribed 9 

BoABD,  Land — 

Mines ; 100^ 

Board  of  Claims — 

United  States,  frontier  defense 38 

Bond— 

Appeal,  justice  courts 91 

Common  School  Fund,  payment  of  provided  for 15 

County  judge  must  give  .,. » , 50 

•     Health  Officer,  StateT  amount  of 18 

Health  Officer  at  Galveston  shall  give. .  * 21 

Inspector  of  Sheep 42 

University,  payment  of  provided  lor 15 

BosQUB  County — 

County  brand [  ;   76 

Game  law.  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district '84 59 

BoBDEN  County — 

County  brand  , 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district ' 29 

Judicial  district  '84 63 

Land  district 40 

Stock  law 8a 

Bowie  County— 

County  brand 76 

Judicial  district '84 57 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Sheep  law,  exempt  from (^•/^v^wl^•  •  •  ^^ 


Stock  law,  exempt 
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Bran— 

Weightper  bushel 73 

Brand,  County—  . 

Amendment  to  estray  law 76 

Counter  brand 78 

County  clerk  to  post  list  of 78 

County  clerk,  notice  by 78 

Where  placed 78 

BbAZORIA  COUNIT— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certai;i  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  '84 60 

Bbazos  County— 

County  brand •♦ .  76 

Judicial  district  '84 60 

Judicial  district 90 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

Branch  Asylum— 

Appropriation  for .9 

Board  of  Managers  of.. 9 

Buildings  provided  for 10  ^ 

Building  Supervisor  provided  for 10 

Contract  for  building  shall  be  let  by  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer. .  10 

Location  inNorth  Texas 9 

Plans  and  specifications.  Governor  shall  advertise  for 10 

Provided  for 9 

Superintendent  of,  appointed  by  Governor 10 

Brenham,  Town  of— 

Joint  resolution  requesting  members  of  Congress  to  urge  settlement  of 
claims 132 

Briscob  County — 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of fi5 

Judicial  district 80 

Judicial  district  *84 68 

Land  district , 63 

Brown  County— 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of. 115 

County  brand *l6 

Judicial  district 80 

Judicial  district  '84 64 

Brokers — 

Assessed,  how a^t^ed  b>GiQQgIc  ...  lU 
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Buckwheat— 

"Weight  per  buahel 73^ 

BuBLBsoN  County — 

County  brand 76^ 

Judicial  district  '84 60 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 7^ 

BUBNET  COUHTY — 

County  brand 70 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district '84 61 

BUBNING  PSAIRIE— 

Misdemeanor 10^ 

C 
CALDWBiiL  County — 

County  brand 7G 

Judicial  district  '84 60 

Calhoun  County— 

County  brand 76 

Judicial  district  '84 61 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

Callahan  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 29 

Judicial  district  '84 63 

Camehon  County — 

Co.inly  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 23 

Judicial  district '84 61 

Camp  County— 

County  brand. .  76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

.#  Judicial  district '84 9 57 

Jurisdiction  of  diminished 24 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

Capitol  Building  Commission— 

General  apppropriation 129 

Carson  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of  ... .  115 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district,  '84 63 

Land  district org'tizlJ ^yG<!>0gle  *  ^^ 
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<5f88  COUNTT— 

.      County  brand 76 

Qame  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district '84 57 

Sheep  law,  exempt  from 18 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

dASTBO  County— 

County  brand ^ 76 

,    Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

^dicial  district 30 

Judicial  district '84 '. 63 

Land  district * 63 

•CEBTmCA^TB  OF  ELECTION— 

County  judge  shall  make 1 51 

Secretary  of  State  to  be  furnished  with  duplicate 51 

'Chambers  County —    . 

County  brand '76 

Judicial  district *. . .    58 

Sheep  law,  exempt  from 13 

Stock  law,  exempt  from : 79 

Oharters— 

Corporations 1 98 

Pleading 103 

Charter  Fees — 

State  Department j 72 

'Oharcoal— 

Weight  per  bushel  73 

Ohbmists—    ' 

Health  Officer  to  superintend  appointment 74 

<Cherokeb  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  '84 i 47 

Sh«»ep  law,  exempt  from. . .  .^ 13 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

'Chief  Clerks — 

Salaries  of 49 

Ohildress  County— 

County  brand ^ 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district w » 30 

Judicial  district  *84 -63 

^^I/^^?  district Bigiti^-byGoOgk....     ® 
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Cities  and  Towns— 

GondemnatioD,  acts  regulating 86 

Election  on  discontinuance  of  certain  territory 99 

School  trustees,  appointed  by 112 

€iTiB8,  Coast— 

Harbor  improyements,  authorized  to  appropriate  money  and  issue  bonds  for,  48 

Clay  County — 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 31 

Judicial  district  *84 62 

Clerks,  Assistant — 

General  Land  Office 3 

Clebks,  County— 

County  brand,  notice  of 78 

County  brand  list,  to  be  posted .' 78 

Report  to  county  commissioners'  court 32 

Clebks,  Distict— 

Fees  for  felony  cases 83 

Report  to  county  commissioners'  court 32 

-Clover  Seed— 

Weight  per  bushel 73 

Constables— 

Fees  of  in  felony  cases ^ 22 

Cattle— 

Inspection  of  required 71 

Coal — 

Weight  per  bushel 73 

Cochran  County— 

%  County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district '. 31 

Judicial  district '84 62 

Land  district 40 

Code  op  Criminal  Procedure— 

Articles  669  and  670  amended \ 9 

Article  800  amended 8 

Article  1000  amended 12 

Article  1056  amended 83 

Article  1059  amended • ^....••y.  75 

Article  1083  amended .wif^wKiOOW..  11 
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CJODB,  PBNAL— 

Amendment  to  Chapter  16 24 

^  Amendment  to  Article  180 17 

Amendment  to  Article  186 ^ ($$ 

Amendment  adding  Article  198a 27 

Amendment  to  Article  240 5 

Amendment  to  Articles  814  and  315 12 

Amendment  to  Articles  403a,  403*,  403c 81 

Amendment  to  Article  426 7& 

i^mendment  to  Article  669 102 

Amendment  to  Article  722 80 

Amendment  to  Article  784 71 

Amendment  to  Article  795 ^ 

-4 

CoiiLKCTORS — 

Comptroller  to  furnish  forms  to 101 

Fees  of 10^ 

To  report  to  Comptroller  quarterly 101 

Collector  op  Taxes — 

Prohibited  from  purchasing  property  at  tax  sales 7 

Coleman  County— 

County  brand .* 7(5^ 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district  '84 \ 64 

Collin  County— 

County  Drand 75 

Judicial  district '84 5^ 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

Collingswort;h  County—  ^ 

County  brand , 7(^ 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district '84 63 

Land  district 52 

Colorado  County— 

County  brand * 76 

Judicial  district  '84 61 

Sheep  law,  exempt  from 18 

Stock  law,  exempt  from ^ 

Cottle  County — 

County  brand ,......, 76 

Qame  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions,  of 115 

Judicial  district 81 

Judicial  district '84 Bi§i*i39d.by.GoOgk  •  •  •    ^ 
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Comal  County— 

County  brand , 76 

County  court,  jurisdiction  of  diminished  ...... .^ 24 

Judicial  district  '84 65 

Comanche  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district •. • 30 

Judicial  district  '84 ^ 64 

Jurisdiction  of  county  court  restored ^ 56 

Commissioners  of  Appeals — 

Appointed  by  Governor 35 

I  >ut;es  and  powers  of 25 

'(General  jppropriation ; 124 

Opinions  of  published 26 

Powers  and  duties  of  additional 26 

Salariesof 25 

Term-of  office 25 

Commissioners  op  Arbitration  and  Award— 

Amendment  to  act  creating 25 

Commissioners  Branch  Asylum— 

Duties  of  defined '. 9 

Governor  to  appoint 9 

Compensation  of 9 

Commissioners'  Court— 

Drains,  etc.,  damages  for  to  be  paid  by 80 

Health  officers  may  be  appointed  by  in  certain  cases 21 

May  grant  leave  of  absence  to  county  judges 8 

Treasurer's  commissions  fixed  by 49 

Commissions— 

Attorneys,  county  and  district  specified  16 

Fees  for  reduced 72 

Officers  (all)  who  shall  take  out 72 

Commissioner  op  Fish—  « 

General  appropriation 122 

Commmissioner  General  Land  Oppicr— 

Clerks,  additional,  authority  to  employ 3 

Patents  to  be  issued  by,  in  certain  counties 82 

Land  Board,  member  of 88 

Comptroller- 

Accounts,  certaiq,  to  be  examined  by % '.,  75 

Board  of  Claims,  member  of ^^. ^.  33 

Collectors  furnished  forme  by oigiti^Qd  i^y.  v^i.O.Qglp  101 
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Governor  and  Treasurer  shall  let  contract  for  building  of  Branch  Asylum.    10 

Ldind  Board,  member  of . ; 85 

Land  Fraud  Board ,  member  of • 108 

Shall  audit  claims  of  Asylum  Commissioners .     '. 9 

Special  funds,  warrants  drawn  on 114 

Comptboller's  Office — 

Chief  Clerk,  salary  of , 49 

General  appropriation 120 

Concho  County— 

County  brand : 76 

Judicial  district  '84 83 

Cooke  County— 

County  brand. 76 

(Jame  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  *84 59 

Stock  law,  exempt  from 79 

Concurrent  Resolutions-i- 

A.  &  M.  College 137 

Revoking  leases,  penitentiaries , 138 

Condemnation— 

Cities  and  towns,  regulating  certain  property  in 36 


Confederate  Land  Certificates — 

Repealed 13 

Constitutional  Amendments — 

Address  upon 146 

Election 136 

General  appropriations 119 

Proposed  to  Article  5 134 

Proposed  to  Article  7,  section  3 134 

Proposed  to  Article  7,  sections  4  and  6 131 

Proposed  to  Article  8,  secti9n  9 133 

Contingent  Expenses — 

Appropriation  for . . . .' 1 

Eighteenth  Legislature 1 

Continuance — 

Verified  accounts Ill 

Convictions  in  Two  or  More  Cases- 
How  judgment  and  sentence  shall  be  rendered  and  pronounced 8 

Corn— 

^eightper  bushel D^rtiz®c*b>*Ga0.gIe....    78 
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Corporations— 

Charters,  extended. 98 

Fees  for  charters 7'Z 

Compensation— 

Of  election  officers 51 

# 

OoRYELL  County— 

County  brand. 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  '84 62 

f 

County  Attorney— 

Commissions  of 16 

Elected  in  certain  counties 2 

Fees  of,  in  felony  cases '. 22 

Function  of  office  shall  cease,  when. 2 

Shall  be  commissioned  by  Governor .- .*. 2 

Shall  hold  office  for  two  years 2 

County  Brands— 

Amendment  to  estray  law .' 7^ 

Counter  brand 78 

«     County  clerk  to  give  notice 78 

County  clerk  to  post  list  pf 78 

Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  lists  to  clerks.*. . . ^ 78 

Where  placed , 78 

County  Clerks— 

iteport  to  county  commissioners  court 32 

County  Commissioners  Court — 

Teachers'  claims 41 

Bond  of  county  judge  to  be  approved  by 50 

*  Drains,  etc.,  damages  for  to  be  paid  by 80 

Treasurers'  commissions  fixed  by 49 

County  Courts— 

Civil  jurisdiction  of  Morris  county  diminished 6 

Jurisdiction  restored  in  certain  counties 55 

Jurisdiction  of  certain  counties  diminished 24 

Morris  county  jurisdiction  diminished 6 

Proposed  amendment  to  Constitution  diminishing  number  of  terms 134 

County  Judge — 

Bond  of 50 

Election  certificate  made  by 51 

Fees  of,  in  felony  cases 22 

Leave  of  absence,  to  be  granted  by  commissioners'  court 8 

Office,  where  to  be  kept -^ i.. . .  8 


"Shall  keep  office  at  county 
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County  Officers — 

Required  to  have  commissions 7^ 

County  Quarantine— 

Subordinate  to  State 18^ 

County  Treasurer — 

Commissions  of 4> 

County  Seats— 

County  judge  to  order  election. 8^ 

Election  for ', 8^ 

Location  of  in  organized  counties , / 82; 

Court  of  Appeals— 

General  appropriation 12S' 

Costs— 

Oath  of  inability  to  pay,  in  appeals 11^ 

Costs  and  Expenses— 

Quarantine « > 92f 

Cotton  Seed—  • 

Weight  per  bushel 7^ 

Counter  Affidavit — 

Verified  accounts Ill 

Courts,  County— 

Jurisdiction  of  certain,  diminished  24 

Jurisdiction  of  certain,  restored 5J^ 

Courts,  Justice— 

Appeals  from 91 

Court,  Supreme—  ,  • 

Austin  county,  returnable  to 5^ 

Galveston  county,  returnable  to 55 

Librarian,  salary  of 49^ 

Tjler  county,  returnable  to 5ft 

Criminal  Procedure,  Code  of— 

Amendment  to  Article  1059 7^ 

Criminal  District  Court— 

"What  is  meant  by ft 

Crockett  County — 

County  brand 7ft 

Judicial  district '84 .,,^,..^v<^OOgle..-.    ^ 
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Crosby  County— 

County  brand. . .  .^ 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

judicial  district '. 31 

Judicial  district  m 62 

Land  district ^ 40 

D. 
Dallam  County — 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district  '84 63 

Land  district 52 

Dallas  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  Law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district  '84 59 

Sheep  Law,  exempt  from , 13 

Stock  Law,  exempt  from , 79 

Dawson  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  Law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 29 

Judicial  (district  '84 63 

Land  district : 40 

Dawson  Heroes- 

General  appropriation , 129 

DsAF  AND  Dumb  Asylum— 

Board  of  Trustees 109 

Deficiency  appropriation 96 

Creneral  appropriation 124 

Superintendent  of,  elected  by  Board  of  Trustees ; 109 

Trustees  of.  appointed  by  Governor : 109 

Mileage 109 

Per  diem  pay 109 

Powers  and  duties  of 109 

Qualifications  of 109 

Report  to  Legislature 109 

To  elect  Superintendent 109 

Term  of  office 109 

Deaf  Smith  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of-. 115 

Judicial  district , * 30 

Judicial  district '84 , ^,  ......  C3 

Xand district Pigrtized  b^^v^OOQlC  .  53 
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DbALERS  m  EXCHAKOE— 

ABSCBsed,  how Ill 

Debts  op  the  State— 

Certain  validated 15- 

Payment  c  f  certain  provided  for 1^ 

Deee— 

Game  law 7^ 

Dbficiknct  Affropriatioh— 

Blind  Asylum 9fr 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum .' 9^ 

Judiciary  Service 94^ 

Miscellaneous 96- 

Lunatic  Asylum . . .' 9ft 

Public  Debt,  Republic  of  Texas 9a 

Quarantine  9^ 

Salaries,  Officers  and  Clerks *94 

Sheriff's  claims i . . ,  95 

Troops > 95 

Defendants — -, 

Severance  granted  upon  request d 

Delta  Countt— 

County  brand ; ; 7ft 

Game  Law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  District '84 58 

Sheep  Law,  exempt  from IB 

Stock  Law,  exempt  from : 79 

Denton  County— 

County  brand : ..  7ft 

Judicial  District '84 59 

Sheep  Law,  exempt  from IS 

Stock  Law,  exempt  from 79 

Defabtment  op  Insurance,  etc.— 

General  Appropriation 121 

Deputies  akd  Ehflotees— 

Of  certain  officers  prohibited  from  purchasing  at  tax  sales 7 

De  Witt  County— 

County  brand 7ft 

Judicial  District '84 61 

Discoverer  of  Mines— 

Assignsof.. lOft 

Constructive  notice  of  claim .^ ^ 101 

Declaration  of ^^'^^^v^:^'k7DDm\.,.,  100 
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DiSGOYEREB  OF  MiNES — Continued. 

Description  of  mine  to  be  sent  to  county. # 100 

Forfeiture  of  interest 101 

Maximum  amount  of  work  to  be  done  by,  annually 100 

Prior  rights  to  mine : 101 

Per  centum  of  receipts  for,  to  fund , 100 

Begistration  of  declaration 100 

Sale  of  interest » 100 

Specimen  of  ore  to  be  sent  by 100 

Staking  of  mines  by 100 

Dickens  County— 

County  brand 16 

Game  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of , 115 

Judicial  district 31 

Judicial  district  '84 62 

Land  district , 40 

DiMKiT  County— 

County  brand 76 

Game  law ,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of US 

Judicial  district  '84 64 

District  Attobnby — 

Commissions  of 16 

Fees  of,  in  felony  cases • 22 

Sixteenth  district,  to  be  appointed. 32 

District  Clerk— 

Fees  of,  in  felony  cases 22 

Report  to  county  commissioner's  court 32 

District  Court— 

Accounts  of  officers  to  be  filed  in  twelve  months 75 

Accounts  of  officers,  time  of  filing  extended  in  certain  cases 75 

f 

District,  Judicial— 

1st  district  '84 56 

2nd  district  *84 57 

3rd  district '84 57 

4th  district '84, 57 

6th  district  *84 57 

6th  district  *84 57 

.     7th  district  '84 58 

8th  district '84. . .' 58 

9th  district  '84 68 

10th  district '84 ; 68 

11th  district '84 , 68 

12th  district  '84 69 

13ih  district  '84 " -r^vs^sHl/  •  *  ^^ 

14th  district  '84 ?.9'lf.^.^.^V7.998[. . .  59 


168  INDEX. 


PAOK 

District,  Judicial — continued. 

15th  district '84 59 

16th  district....? 114 

16th  distnct '84 59 

17th  district '84 59 

18th  district '84. 59 

19th  district  '84 60 

20th  district  '84 00 

2l8t  district '84. ', 60 

32nd  district  '84 60 

28rd  district '84    60 

24th  district  '84 61 

25th  district  '84 ". 61 

26th  district  '84 61 

27th  district  '84 .' 61 

28th  district '84 61 

29th  district  '84 62 

Seth  district  '84 62 

81st  district  '84 63 

32nd  district '84 : 63 

33rd  district  '84 63 

34th  district  '84 ^. 64 

35th  district  '84 64 

36th  district  '84 64 

87th  district '84 65 

38lh  district  '84 : . . .  65 

Twenty-fifth,  time  for  holding 23 

Twenty-fifth 23 

Reorganized. . .     29 

Redistricting  State  into 56 

District,  Land— 

Donley , 52 

Oldham 52 

Wheeler 52 

Wilbarger 25 

District  Officers— 

Required  to  have  commissions 72 

Disturbances  of  the  Peace— 

Amendment  to  law 12 

Disturbance  of  Public  Worship— 

Penalty  for 17 

Donley  County— 

County  brand '76 

County  court,  jurisdiction  of  diminished 24 

Gkkme  law,  exempt  from  certain  provisions  of 115 

Judicial  district 30 

Judicial  district  '84 63 

Land  district 52 

stock  law,  ewmpt  from Wgi.rzeabyGoOgfe"-  ^ 
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TDhxbd.  Apples — 
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An  Act  to  amend  Sections  three  (3),  four  (4),  five  (5),  six  (6),  eleven  (11),  fourteen 
(14),  fifteen  (15).  sixteen  (16),  eighteen  (18),  twenty  (20),  twenty  one  (21),  twenty 
two  (22),  twenty  three  (23),  twenty  six  (26),  twenty  eight  (28),  twenty  nine  (26), 
thirty  (30),  fifty  one  (51),  fifty  two  (52),  eighty  two  (82),  ninety  (90),  ninety  one  (91), 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117),  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  (127),  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eight  (128),  one  hundred  and  thirty  five  (135),  one  hundred  and 
forty  (140),  one  hundred  and  forty  two  (142),  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  (147), 
one  hundred  and  forty  eight  (148),  one  hundred  and  fifty  one  (151),  one  hundred 
and  fifty  seven  (157),  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  (158),  one  hundred  and  fifty  nine 
(159),  one  hundred  and  sixty  one  (161),  one  hundred  and  seventy  (170),  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy  one  (171),  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Galveston  and 
to  grant.a  new  charter;  approved  August  2nd,  1876  and  amended  by  act  of  Legis- 
lature approved  April  5th  1881. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Section  three  (3)  of  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended,  so 
that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit; 

Section  3.  The  municipal  government  of  the  city  shall  consist  of  a 
city  council,  composed  of  the  mayor,  and  one  alderman  from  each  ward. 
A  majority  of  the  aldermen  elected  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  except  at  called  meetings,  or  meetings  for  the  im- 
position of  taxes,  when  three  fourths  of  the  aldermen  elected  shall  be  re- 
quired unless  herein  otherwise  specified. 

The  other  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  be  a  recorder,  a  treasurer,  an 
assessor,  a  collector,  a  clerk,  a  chief  of  police,  an  engineer  (who  shall  also 
be  superintendent  of  streets),  an  attorney,  an  auditor,  a  health  physician 
and  such  other  officers  and  agents  as  the  city  council  may  from  time  to 
time  direct:  All  of  whom  except  the  mayor,  aldermen,  clerk,  and  chief 
of  police  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  the  aldermen  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  on  the  third  Monday  in  March  in  each  year,  upon  the  nomination  of 
the  mayor:  or  in  case  no  person  shall  then  be  nominated  by  him,  or  if  the 
person  so  nominated  shall  not  be  elected,  th^n  as  soon  thereafter  as  pos- 
sible, upon  the  nomination  of  the  mayor.  The  clerk  and  chief  of  police 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  on  the  Xhird  Monday  in  March  in  each 
year  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  All  of  said  officers  so  nominated, 
and  elected  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  third  Monday  in  March  there- 
after and  until  the  nomination,  and  election  and  qualification  of  their  suc- 
cessors: and  in  such  election  a  majority  of  all  the  aldermen  elected  shall 
be  necessary  to  a  choice.  The  officers  appointed  by  the  mayor  as  afore- 
said, shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  third  Monday  m  March  thereafter^ 
unless  earlier  removed  by  the  mayor,  or  by  the  city  council  under  the  aur 
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thority  vested  in  it  by  section  one  hundred  and  fifty  five  (155)  hereof;  and 
until  the  appointment  by  the  mayor,  and  qualification  of  their  successors. 

Sbc.  2.  That  Section  four  (4),  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit; 

Sec.  4.  Elections  for  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  held  biennially,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  March,  at  such  place  and  places  as  the  city  council 
may  direct,  and  of  whicH  thirty  days  previous  notice  shall  be  given  by 
publication  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  said  city.  Said  election  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  city  council,  or  mayor. '  For  the  purpose  of  holding 
.Buoh  elections,  and  others  ordered,  the  city  council  shall  appoint  bienni- 
ally, in  April  or  earlier,  in  each  ward  some  competent  and  suitable  per- 
-son,  who  shall  be  the  presiding  ofiicer  at  all  elections  held  in  his  ward. 
^Tke  presiding  ofiicer  in  each  ward  shall  elect  two  judges  and  two  clerks, 
who  with  the  presiding  officer  shall  be  managers  of  the  election.  The 
presiding  officers  and  judges  muet  be  qualified  voters  in  the  city.  The 
city  council  shall  provide  for  their  compensation,  and  by  ordinance,  reg- 
ulate and  define  their  powers  and  duties,  and  determine  the  hours  of 
opening  and  closing  the  polls.  The  mayor,  whenever  an  election  is  or- 
dered, shall  give  the  required  notice  and  issue  to  the  presiding  officer  a 
writ  of  election;  and  every  published  notice  of  election  shall  state  the 
officer,  or  officers  to  be  elected,  the  place  where  the  election  will  "be  held 
and  the  name  of  the  presiding  officer  thereat.  In  case  the  officer  so  ap- 
pointed ?s  unable,  fails,  refuses  or  neglects  to  act,  or  the  city  council 
have  failed  to  appoint,  the  mayor  shall  appoint;  and  in  case  no  appointed 
presiding  officer  appears  to  open  the  polls,  the  attending  qualified  elect- 
ors at  the  place  for  holding  such  election  may  appoint  such  officer^  who 
shall  perform  the  same  duties  and  shall  have  like  power  and  amthority  to 
act  as  a  first  appointee;  but  in  such  case  the  managers  in  their returos  or 
otherwise,  shall  certify  that  the  presiding  officer  failed  to  attend,  or  neg- 
lected to  act  and  that  the  person  acting  as  such  was  duly  chosen  by  the 
electors  present;  provided,  that  if  from  any  cause  an  election  eannol  \>e, 
or  is  not  held  on  the  day  aforesaid,  such  election  shall  be  held  a»  soon 
thereafter  as  the  order  can  be  made  and  the  necessary  notice  giyen.  And 
thl^  city  council  shall  have  full  authority  to  designate  the  day  for  sueh 
election;  and  ^^rovided  further,  that  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  first 
election  under  this  act,  may  be  appointed  at  any  time  prior  to  sneh  elec- 
tion. 

Sec.  3.  That  Section  five  (5)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Sec.  5.  At  the  first  biennial  election  ther6  shall  be  elected,  by  tbe 
qualified  voters  of  said  city,  voting  by  ballot,  a  mayor,  who  shall  ho^ld 
his  office  for  two  years  from  the  date  of  said  election,  and  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  elected  and  qualified;  at  the  same  time  there  shall  be 
elected  one  alderman  from  each  ward  of  the  city  by  the  qualified  voters 
of  such  ward,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  from  the  date  of 
said  election,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified.  The 
person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  in  the  whole  city  for  mayor 
shall  be  declared  elected;  and  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes  cast  for  alderman  in  their  respective  wards,  shall  be  declared 
elected.  In  case  the  person  elected  mayor  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  of- 
fice, the  city  council,  mB.jov  or  acting  mayor  shall  order  another  election ; 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  mayor  by  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  termjby  a 
new  election,  to  be  ordered  by  the  city  council,  or  acting  mayor.     And 
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in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  alderman  by  a  refusal  to  accept  or 
qualify,  or  by  death,  resignation,  removal  or  otherwise,  the  city  council, 
mayor  or  acting  mayor  shall  order  a  new  election  to  fill  the  residue  of 
the  unexpired  term;  and  all  special  elections  shall -be  conducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  herein  provided  for  the  biennial  election;  jyrovided, 
that  in  special  elections,  five  days  notice  tl.ereof  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
"Cient. 

Sbc.  4.  That  Section  six  (6)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  hereinafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to- wit: 

Sec.  6.  The  manner  of  conducting  and  voting  at  elections  to  be  held 
under  this  act,  and  contesting  the  same,  the  keeping  of  the  poll  list,  can- 
vassing of  the  votes,  and  certifying  the  returns,  shall  be  the  same  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  as  is  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law  at  gen- 
eral State  elections;  providedy  the  city  council  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  regulate  elections  and  pass  all  ordinances  in  relation  thereto, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  general  laws  of  the  State  which  they  may 
•deem  proper  and  necessary,  and  to  prescribe  what  action  shall  be  had 
in  the  event  of  there  being  no  biennial  election,  or  a  failure  to 
«lect  the  officers,  or  any  of  them,  for  which  any  election  was  ordered; 
and  to  prescribe  the  manner  and  mode  of  determining  contested  elec- 
tions. The  voting  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  the  managers  shall  take  the 
«ame  oath  and  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority  as  the  managers 
of  general  State  elections.  After  closing  the  polls  the  ballots  shall  be 
counted  in  the  manner  required  by  law;  and  the  returns,  including  the 
ballots,  shall  be  returned  to  the  city  clerk  within  three  days  after  the 
election;  and  within  ^ve  days  from  the  election,  the  city  council  shall 
meet  and  canvfiss  the  same  and  declare  the  result  of  the  election;  or, 
failing  to  meet  at  the  specified  time,  shall  proceed  to  canvass  said  returns 
at  the  next  subsequent  meeting.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  to 
notify  all  persons  elected  or  appointed  to  office  of  their  election  or  ap- 
pointment and  unless  said  persons  shall  respectively  qualify  within  five 
days  thereafter  the  office  shall  become  vacant,  except  in  case  of  sickness 
or  unavoidable  accident.  The  city  council  shafl  meet  at  the  usual  place 
of  meeting  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  first 
Monday  of  March,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible  and  the  newly- elected 
members  shall  be  installed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  Section  (11)  eleven  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to- wit: 

Sec.  11.  Every  person  elected  by  the  voters  of  said  city,  or  by  the 
oity  council  on  the  nomination  of  the  mayor,  or  appointed  by  the  mayor 
to  fill  any  office  under  this  act  shall  before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his 
office,  take  and  subscribe  the  official  oath  prescribed  in  the  Constitution 
of  this  State;  and  the  city  council  may  by  ordinance  require  such  addi- 
tional oath  as  they  may  deem  best  calculated  to  secure  faithfulness  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties  by  such  officers. 

Section  6.  That  Section  fourteen  (14)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Section  14.  The  mayor  shall  preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  city 
oouncil,  but  shall  have  no  vote  unless  there  is  a  tie,  in  which  case  he 
shall  give  the  casting  vote.  He  shall  have  like  power  with  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  to  administer  oaths  of  office,  and  also  all  oaths  and  affirma- 
tions and  to  give  certificates  thereof.  He  shall  possess  and  execute  in 
the  city,  in  criminal  cases,  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace.     He  shall  be  compensated  for  his  services  by  a  salary  of  thrr 
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thousand  dollars  per  annum  payable  at  stated  periods,  and  shall  receive 
such  fees  as  may  be  allowed  by  law,  which  fees  shall  be  paid  into  the 
city  treasury.  He  shall  have  power  to  remove  any  officer  holding  office 
under  the  appointment  of  the  mayor  and  any  member  of  the  police  force,, 
and  to  suspend  any  officer  (except  alderman)  holding  an  office  created  by 
this  charter,  or  any  ordinance  of  the  city,  under  any  authority  other  than 
that  of  appointment  by  the  mayor.  He  may  fill  by  iappointment  any  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  exercise  of  his  said  power  of  removal.  He  may 
fill  by  appointment  any  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  exercise  of  his  said 
power  of  suspension,  until  the  cause  of  such  suspension  can  be  acted  oa 
by  the  city  council,  and  may  fill  by  appointment  any  vacancy  so  occa- 
sioned. He  shall  have  authority  in  case  of  a  riot,  or  any  unlawful  assem- 
blage, or  with  a  view  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order  in  said  city,  to  or- 
der and  enforce  the  closing  of  any  theatre,  ball  room,  grog  shop,  tippling 
shop,  bar  room,  or  other  place  of  resort,  or  public  room  or  building  and 
may  order  the  arrest  of  any  person  violating  in  his  presence  the  laws  of 
the  State,  or  any  ordinance  of  the  city;  and  he  shall  perform  such  other 
duties,  and  possess  and  exercise  such  other  power  and  authority  as  may 
be  prescribed  and  conferred  by  the  city  council. 

Sec.  7.  That  Section  fifteen  (16)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to- wit: 

Section.  15.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  mayor,  or  of  his 
being  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  by  reason  of  temporary 
or  continued  absence  or  sickness,  the  aldermen  shall  appoint  by  ballot, 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  aldermen  present,  one  of  their  number  to  act  in 
his  stead,  whose  official  designation  shall  be  acting  mayor:  and  the  al- 
derman so  appointed  shall  be  invested  with  all  the  powers  and  shall  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  mayor  of  the  city,  and  shall  receive  the  salary  of 
mayor  during  such  vacancy:  provided^  it  shall  continue  for  ten  days  or 
longer;  and  during  that  time  the  mayor  shall  receive  no  salary.  And 
during  such  temporary  exercise  of  the  functions  of  mayor,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  acting  mayor  to  daily  report  his  presence  at  the  city  clerk's 
office,  and  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  such  functions  until  such  time  as 
the  mayor  shall  report  in  person  at  the  city  clerk's  office  and  duly  record 
his  presence  in  writing,  or  until  the  acting  mayor  shall  be  removed  by 
the  aldermen,  as  provided  by  this  charter;  but  he  shall  not  vote  as  an 
alderman  while  acting  as  mayor. 

Sec.  8.  That  Section  sixteen  (16)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Section  16.  All  ordinances  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  all  acts  of  the  council  authorizing  or  making  any  contract,  grant 
or  concession,  whether  such  act  be  had  or  passed  in  response  to  petition 
or  proposition,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  and  irrespective  of 
the  form  of  such  acts,  shall  be  subject  to  veto  by  the  mayor.  Such  ordi- 
nances, resolutions  and  acts  of  the  council,  together  with  such  papers  as 
may  pertain  thereto,  shall  be  placed  in  the  office  of  the  city  clerk,  and  if 
the  mayor  approve  thereof  he  shall  endorse  the  same,  "approved,"  and 
sign  his  name  to  such  endorsement,  and  thereupon  such  ordinances,  res- 
olutions and  acts  shall  go  into  effect.  If  the  mayor  shall  fail  to  approve 
any  such  ordinance,  resolution  or  act  for  a  longer  period  than  five  days 
after  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  clerk's  office,  it  shall  go  into  effect,  unless 
he  shall  have  within  said  period,  signified  his  disapproval  thereof,  by 
returning  it  to  the  clerk's  office,  together  with  his  written  objections 
thereto,  for  the  consideration  of  the  city  council.     The  vote  by  which 
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any  ordinance,  resolution  jor  act  so  disapproved  by'the  mayor  was  passed, 
shall  be  reconsidered  by  the  city  council  either  at  the  next  regul  ar  meet- 
ing thereof  held  after  such  disapproval  is  filed  in  the  clerk's  oflice,  or  at 
a  special  meeting  called  earlier  for  that  purpose,  and  if  after  such  recon- 
sideration, two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected  agree  to  pass  such  ordi- 
nance, resolution  or  act,  it  shall  be  in  force,  but  not  otherwise.  No  ordi- 
nance, resolution  or  act  appropriating  money,  or  authorizing  or  making 
any  contract,  grant  or  concession  involving  an  appropriation  of  money, 
or  a  relinquishment  of  any  property,  right,  interest,  or  franchise  shall 
be  passed  or  had  by  the  city  council  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  aldermen  elected  cast  therefor. 

Sec.  9.  That  Section  eighteen  (18)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to- wit: 

Section  18.  The  chief  of  police  shall,  either  in  person  or  by  deputy 
attend  upon  the  recorder's  court  while  said  court  is  in  session,  and  shall 
promptly  and  faithfully  execute  all  writs  and  process  issued  from  said 
court.  He  shall  be  the  chief  police  officer  of  the  city  under  the  mayor. 
He  shall  have  like  power  with  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  execute  the 
writ  of  search  warrant.  He  shall.be  active'in  quelling  riots,  disorders, 
and  disturbances  of  the  peace  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  and  shall 
take  into  custody  all  persons  so  offending  against  the  peace  of  the 
country  and  he  shall  have  authority  to  take  suitable  and  sufficient  bail 
for  the  appearance  before  the  recorder's  court,  of  any  person  charged 
with  an  offence  against  the  ordinances  and  laws  of  the  city.  It  shall  be 
his  duty  to  arrest  all  violators  of  the  public  peace,  and  all  persons  who  shall 
obstruct  or  interfere  with  him  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office, 
or  who  shall  be  guilty  of  disorderly  conduct  or  disturbances  whatsoever. 
To  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  preserve  quiet  and  good  order,  he 
shall  have  authority  to  close  any  theatre,  bar  room,  ball  room,  drinking 
house  or  any  other  place  or  building  of  public  resort;  and  in  the  preven- 
tion and  suppression  of  crime  and  arrest  of  offender,  he  shall  have,  possess 
and  execute  like  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction  as  a  sheriff  of  a  county 
under  the  laws  of  the  State.  He  shall  receive  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum.  The  chief  of  police  shall  give  such  bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  the  city  council  may  require  and  he 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  and  possess  such  other  powers,  rights  and 
authority  as  the  city  council  may,  by  ordinance  require  and  confer,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State,  or  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  That  Section  (20)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  20.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  to  attend  every 
meeting  of  the  city  council  and  keep  accurate  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
thereof  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose;  to  engross  and  enroll  all 
laws,  resolutions  and  ordinances  of  the  city  council:  to  keep  the  corporate 
seal;  to  take  charge  of,  preserve  and  keep  in  order  all  books,  records, 
papers,  documents  and  files  of  said  council:  to  countersign  all  commis- 
sions issued  to  the  city  officers,  and  licenses  issued  by  the  mayor;  and  to 
keep  a  record  or  register  thereof,  and  to  make  out  all  notices  required 
under  any  regulation  or  ordinance  of  the  city.  He  shall  draw  all  war- 
rants on  the  treasurer,  to  be  signed  by  the  mayor,  and  by  the  auditor, 
and  countersign  the  same,  and  keep  an  accurate  account  thereof  in  a  book 
to  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  He  shall  also  be  clerk  of  the  recorder'i^ 
court,  and  shall  have  custody  of  all  books  and  papers  belonging  to  sav 
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court.  He  shall  make  out  all  process  and  writs,  and  enter  upon  a  docket 
all  complaints  for  violation  or  infraction  of  city  ordinances  before  the 
recorder,  and  his  judgement  and  sentence  therein.  He  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  admmister  all  oaths  and  affirmations.  The  city  clerk 
shall  be  the  general  accountant  of  the  corporation,  and  shall  keep  in 
books  regular  accounts  of  the  real,  personal  and  mixed  property  of  the 
city,  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  city  and  separately,  under 
proper  heads  each  cause  of  receipt  and  disbursement.  And  also  accounts 
with  each  person,  including  officers  who  have  money  transactions  with 
the  city,  crediting  amounts  allowed  by  proper  authority  and  specifying 
the  particular  transaction  to  which  such  entries  apply.  He  shall  also 
keep  a  register  of  bonds  and  bills  issued  by  the  city,  and  all  evidence  of 
debt  due  and  payable  to  it,  noting  the  particulars  thereof,  and  of  all  facts 
connected  therewith  as  they  occur.  He  shall  carefully  keep  all  contracts 
made  by  the  city,  and  he  shall  do  and  perform  all  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  required  of  him  by  any  law,  ordinance,  resolution  or  order  of  the 
city  council.  He  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  salary  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum;  and  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  he 
shall  give  bond,  with  good  security  to  the  city,  for  such  sum  as  may  be* 
required  by  the  city  council,  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sbc.  11.  That  Section  twenty  one  (21)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit; 

Section  21.  The  treasurer  of  said  city  shall  give  bond  in  favor  of 
the  city  of  Galveston,  in  such  amount  and  in  such  form  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  city  council,  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  with 
sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties* 
He  shall  receive  and  securely  keep  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  city,  and 
make  all  payments  for  the  same,  upon  the  order  of  the  mayor,  attested 
by  the  clerk,  and  auditor  and  the  seal  of  the  corporation.  He 
shall  render  a  full  and  correct  statement  of  his  receipts  and  pay- 
ments to  the  city  council  at  their  regular  meeting  in  every  quarter  and 
whensoever  at  other  times  he  may  be  required  by  them  to  do  so;  and  at 
the  end  of  every  half  year  he  shall  cause  to  be  published,  at  the  expense 
of  the  city,  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  six  months  next  preceding,  and  the  general  condition  of  the 
treasury;  and  he  shall  do  and  perform  such  other  acts  as  the  city  council 
may  require;  and  f6r  his  services  he  shall  receive  such  salary  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  city  council,  not  to  exceed  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num. 

Sec.  12.  That  Section  twenty  two  (22)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  22.  That  the  assessor  of  the  city  shall  make  up  all  the  as- 
sessments of  all  property  taxed  by  the  city,  including  license  and  occu- 
pation taxes  and  make  rolls  thereof,  and  on  completion  of  the  rolls,  and  . 
when  accepted  by  the  city  council,  after  twenty  days  public  notice,  shall 
deliver  such  assessment  rolls  to  the  collector,  and  the  inventory  lists  to  the 
auditor;  provided,  also,  that  supplemental  rolls  may  be  handed  in  from 
time  to  time,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  ordinance.  The  collector  shall  col- 
lect all  taxes  due  the  city,  and  in  the  event  of  non  payment  of  any  taxes 
or  licenses,  shall  proceed  to  sell  property  to  raise  the  amount  of  taxes  so 
due,  and  shall  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  observe  the  provisions  of 
this  act  and  the  ordinance  of  the  city  relating  thereto.  He  shall  give 
bonds  in  such  amount  and  in  such  form  as  the  city  council  may  provide, 
not  less  than  twenty  five  thousand  dollars,  with  good  and  sufficient  sure- 
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ties;  and  the  city  council  may  require  a  Dew  bond  whenever  in  their 
opinion  the  existing  bond  is  insufficieilt;  and  whenever  such  bond  is  re- 
quired he  shall  perform  no  official  act  until  said  bond  shall  be  given  and 
approved.  Heshall,  at  the  expiration  of  every  week^  pay  to  the  treas- 
urer all  n^oney  by  bim  collected,  and  shall  report  to  the  city  council  at 
the  first  Meeting  of  that  body  in  every  month,  all  moneys  so  collected 
and  paid,  and  he  shall  perform  all  such  other  duties,  and  m  such  manner 
and  according  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  city,  council  may  pre- 
scribe. The  assessor  shall  receive  for  his  services  an  annual  salary  or 
commission  not  to  exceed  two  thousand  dollars;  and  shall  give  security 
to  the  city  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  in  an  amount  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  collector  shall  receive  for  his  services  an  an- 
nual salary  or  commission  not  to  exceed  twenty  four  hundred  dollars, 
and  shall  give  bond,  with  good  security,  to  the  city  for  such  sum  as  may  be 
required  by  the  citv  council,  not  less  than  twenty  five  thousand  dollars. 
The  assessor  is  authorized  to  require  the  owners  of  all  property  subject 
to  taxation  to  render  a  correct  account  of  the  same  under  oath,  to  be  ad- 
ministered by  him. 

.  Sec.  13.  That  section  twenty  three  (23)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  amended  so  that  it  shall  hereafter  be  as  follows,  to  wit; 

Section  23.  It  shall  be  the  duty, of  the  auditor  to  examine  in  detail 
all  bills,  accounts  and  claims  against  the  city,  and  if  found  correct,  sisn 
his  name  in  approval ;  but  if  found  incorrect,  he  shall  return  them  to  the 
appropriate  committee,  or  the  city  council,  with  his  objections  thereto. 
It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  examine  the  books  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
city,  and  if  they  should  be  found  incorrect,  to'  make  a  report  of  the  same 
to  the  city  council.  It  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  act  as  assistant  to  the 
city  clerk,  and  he  shall  render  such  other  services  from  time  to  time  as 
the  city  council  may  direct,  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  com- 
pensation as  the  city  council  may  determine,  not  to  exceed  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  and  shall  give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  That  Section  twenty  six  (26)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  26.  The  city  council  shall  hold  stated  meetings,  and  the 
mayor  may  of  his  own  motion,  or  on  the  application  of  three  aldermen, 
call  special  meetings  by  notice  to  each  of  the  members  of  said  council, 
served  personally  or  left  at  their  usual  place  of  abode;  provided,  that  in 
case  of  emergency,  such  as  the  inability  of  the  mayor,  because  of  serious 
sickness,  or  absence  from  the  city,  or  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the 
mayor,  the  city  clerk  shall,  on  the  application  of  three  aldermen,  call  a 
meeting  of  the  council.  Petition  and  remontrances  may  be  presented  to 
the  council  in  writing  onlv;  and  the  council  shall  determine  the  rules  of 
its  own. proceedings,  and  be  the  judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members,  and  punish  them  for  disorderly  conduct;  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected  may  expel  a  member. 
Sec.  15.  That  Section  twenty  eight  (28)  of  said  act  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  28.  That  the  city  council  shall  not  borrow  for  general  or 
special  purposes  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  (150,000)  in  any  one 
year;  provided,  that  this  restriction  shall  not  be  construed  as  a  limitation 
upon  the  power  of  the  council  to  create  and  maintain  an  indebtedness  on 
the  part  of  said  city,  for  all  purposes,  general  and  special,  Tiotf^xceeding 
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in  the  aggregate  the  amount  of  indebtedness  authorized  by  section  132 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  16.  That  Section  twenty  nine  (29)  of  said  act  be-and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  29.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  appropriate  money 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  expenses  of  tne  city.  In  the 
month  of  November  of  each  year  it  shall  make  a  careful  estimate  of  all 
the  probable  revenues  of  the  city  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  shall  provide 
for  the  disbursement  and  expenditure  of  the  sanae,  as  follows: 

First:— It  shall  set  apart  and  appropriate  to  the  payment  of  the  interest 
upon  outstanding  bonds  such  amounts  as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by 
ordinances  for  that  purpose;  and  shall  also  set  apart  and  approfjriate  to 
the  creation  and  maintenance  of  sinking  funds,  for  the  redemption  of 
said  bonds,  such  amounts  as  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  ordinances  for 
that  purpose;  which  said  sinking  funds  shall  be  invested  in  bonds  of  said 
city  in  bonds  of  the  State  of  Texas,  or  in  bonds  of  the  United  States  as 
said  council  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Second — ^It  shall  reserve  a  fund  of  twenty  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
used  only  in  cases  of  extraordinary  emergency,  which  could  not  have 
been  foreseen  before  their  occurrence;  but  m  no  event  to  be  used  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  city;  and  whenever  there  shall  remain  unex- 
pended any  portion  of  such  reserve  fund,  the  same  shall  constitute  a  part 
of  such  reserve  fund  for  the  next  ensuing  year. 

Third — It  shall  apportion  the  remainder  of  the  estimated  revenue  to 
the  several  departments  of  th^  city  government  for  its  general  expenses. 
Any  member  of  the  city  council  who  shall  knowingly  vote  for,  or  in 
any  manner  aid  or  promote  the  passage  or  adoption  of  any  ordinance, 
resolution  or  other  act  of  the  city  council,  increasing  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  expenses  of  the  city  beyond  the  estimate  aforesaid, 
unless  the  actual  revenues  shall  have  exceeded  such  estimate,  and  in  such 
event  beyond  such  actual  revenues,  shall  thereby  vacate  fcis  office  and 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  office  and  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  punished  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  provided  in 
section  thirty  one  (31)  of  this  act. 

Sec.  17.  That  Section  thirty  (30)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  30.  If  the  mayor  or  acting  mayor  shall  sign  any  warrant, 
draft,  or  order  for  money  upon  the  city  treasurer  when  there  are  no  funds 
in  the  treasury  to  pay  the  same,  the  officer  so  signing  such  warrant, 
draft,  or  order  shall  be  liable  to  removal  from  office. 

Sec.  18.  That  Section  fifty-one  (51)  of  this  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Section  51.  To  establish  standard  weights  and  measures  to  be  used 
within  the  city,  in  all  cases  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law.  To 
require  all  traders  and  dealers  in  merchandise,  or  property  of  any  de- 
scription, which  is  sold  by  weight  or  measure,  to  cause  their  weights  and 
fneasures  to  be  tested  and  subjected  to  inspection  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  by  ordinance  prescribed. 

Sec.  19.  That  Section  fifty-two  (52)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to- wit: 

Section  52.  To  regulate  the  inspection  of  beef,  pork,  flour,  meal,  salt 
and  other  provisions;  whisky  and  other  liquors  to  be  sold  in  barrels, 
hogsheads,  and  other  vessels,  and  packages,  and  of  gas  metres;  to  ap- 
point weighers,  gangers  and  inspectors;  and  prescribe  their  duties  and 
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regulate  their  fees;  provided,  that  such  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  no  , 
fees,  unless  required  to  exercise  the  duties  of  their  office,  by  and  at  the 
request  of  the  parties  purchasing,  selling,  or  owning  such  articles;  pro- 
vided, that  public  weighers  appointed  by  the  Governor  under  authority 
of  the  Legislature  for  the  city  of  Galveston,  shall  in  no  way  be  inter- 
fered with,  and  the  produce  which  they  were  appointed  to  weigh,  shall 
not  be  weighed  by  the  city  weighers. 

Sec.  20.  That  Section  eighty-two  (82)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Section  82.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  provide  by  ordi- 
nance for  the  assessing  and  collection  of  taxes  aforesaid,  and  to  deter- 
mine when  taxes  shall  be  paid  by  corporations,  and  when  by  the  individ- 
ual corporators;  provided,  no  tax  shall  be  levied  unless  by  consent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected.  The  license  and  occupation  taxes 
shall  be  assessed  bv  the  assessor  and  collected  by  the  collector,  and  shall 
be  paid  to  that  officer  by  each  and  every  person  and  firm  owing  such 
license,  and  before  engaging  in  any  trade,  profession,  business,  calling, 
vocation,  or  occupation,  subject  to  said  tax:  that  if  any  person  shall  en- 
gage in  any  business,  calling,  vocation,  or  occupation,  which  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  said  city  is  subject  to  a  license  tax,  without  first  having  obtained 
said  license,  he,  she  or  they  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment,  and  a  fine  of 
tea  dollars  for  each  day  such  violation  of  said  ordinance  may  continue; 
and  this  section  shall  apply  to  all  persons  owing  any  license  and  failing 
to  pay  the  same.  Said  tax  levied  as  herein  provided  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  be  a  tax  on  property  wiihin  the  meaning  of  Section  19  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  21.  That  Section  ninety  ^90)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by amended  so  that  hereafter  it  snail  be  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Section  90.  Every  person,  partnership,  and  corporation,  owning 
property  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation  shall,  within  two  months 
after  published  notice,  hand  into  the  assessor  of  the  city  a  full  and  com- 
plete inventory  of  the  property  possessed  or  controlled  by  him,  her  or 
them,  within  said  limits,  not  exempt  from  taxation,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  of  the  current  year,  verified  as  required  bjr  ordinance;  and  any 
person  failing  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
fihall  be  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  the  city  council  shall,  by 
ordinance,  clearly  define  the  duties  of  tax  payers  herein,  and  make  all 
necessary  rules  and  regulations  to  secure  the  rendition  of  property  and 
■the  collection  of  taxes  due  thereon. 

Sec.  22.  That  Section  ninety  one  (91)  of  said  act  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  91.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council  annually,  at 
such  time  as  they  may  determine,  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  each 
beilig  a  qualified  voter  and  the  ow^er  of  real  estate  in  said  city  to  the 
value  of  three  thousand  dollars,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Board  of  Ap- 
praisement, and  whenever  the  party  rendering  property  for  assessment 
and  the  assessor  cannot  agree  on  the  valuation  of  such  property,  it  shall 
be  referred  to  said  board,  and  their  action  in  appraising  the  same  shall  be 
final;  provided,  that  at  the  meeting  of  said  board  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty shall  be  heard,  and  due  notice  of  the  meeting  and  session  of  said 
board  shall  be  given  by  publication  for  ten  days.  Said  board  shall  also 
appraise  all  property  assessed  as  unknown  or  undrendered,  and  such  ap- 
praisement shall  !je  final.  The  city  council  shall  allow  said  board  such 
compensation  for  their  services  as  they  may  think  just  and  reasonable. 
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No  person  connected  with  the  city  government  shall  be  appointed  on 
said  board,  and  any  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  tl^e  council. 

Sbc.  23.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (117)  of  said  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Section  117.  There  shall  be  created  a  Board  of  Health  which  shall  con- 
sist of  six  citizens,  one  from  each  two  contiguous  wards,  extending  from 
bay  to  gulf,  and  three  practicing  physicians  from  the  city  at  large,  all  of 
whomjshall  be  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Five  members  of  the 
board  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  They  shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor 
with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  city  council,  at  their  first  annual 
meeting,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  at  a  regular  meeting.  One 
physician  and  two  citizens  shall  be  appointed  for  three  years,  one  physi- 
cian and  two  citizens  for  two  vears,  and  one  physician  and  two  citizens 
for  one  year;  and  annually 'thereafter  the  mayor,  with  like  approval, 
shall  appoint  one  physician  and  two  citizens  to  be  members  of  the  said 
board  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  like 
manner,  for  unexpired  terms.  And  they  shall  be  subject  to  suspension 
or  removal  as  in  cases  of  other  oflScers  of  the  city. 

Sec.  24.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  (127)  of  said 
act  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as 
follows,  to-wit: 

Section  127.  The  city  council  shall  be  invested  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  crade,  shell,  repair,  pave,  or  otherwise  improve  any 
avenue,  street  or  alley,  or  any  portion  thereof,  within  the  limits  of  said 
city,  whenever  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elcfcted  they  may 
deem  such  improvement  for  the  public  interest;  provided,  the  city  coun- 
cil pay  one-third  and  the  owners  of  the  property  two-thirds  thereof;  ex- 
cept the  intersection  of  the  streets  from  lot  to  lot  across  the  streets, 
either  way,  shall  be  paid  by  the  city  alone.  Said  two-thirds  of  said  costs 
to  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  property  fronting  on  said  thoroughfares, 
shall  oe  assessed  on,  or  against  said  property  and  collected  by  tne  city 
whenever  such  improvement  is  completed  and  accepted  by  the  city 
coiincil:  provided,  further,  that  not  more  than  twenty  thousand  (20000) 
superficial  yards  of  such  thoroughfares  shall  be  filled,  graded  and  shelled, 
or  filled  graded  and  paved,  iii  any  one  year. 

Sec.  25.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (128)  of  said 
ac  t  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as 
follows,  to-wit: 

Section  128,     That  the  city  council  before  beginning  any  such  im- 
pr  ovements,  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  most  reliable  infor- 
m  ation  practicable,  of  the  probable  cost  thereof,  cause  an  estimate  to  be 
m  ade  of  said  probable  cost  by  the  city  engineer,  or  by  some  other  officer 
of  the  city,  or  by  a  committee  of  aldermen;  and  such  officer,  or  commit- 
tee, shall  also  report  a  full  list  of  all  fronting  lots  or  fractional  lots  with 
number  and  size  of  same,  and  number  of  block  in  which  situated,  and  the 
names  of  the  owners  thereof,  and  such  other  information  as  may  be  re- 
q  uired  by  the  city  council ;  and  if  there  be  any  lot  or  fractional  lot,  the 
owner  whereof  is  not  known,  the  same  shall  be  entered  on  said  list  as 
unknown ;  and  said  officer  or  committee  shall  enter  in  said  list,  opposite 
each  lot  or  fractional  lot,  lying  and  being  on  each  side  of  the  street,  ave- 
nue, or  alley  the  improvement  whereof  is  contemplated,  one-third  of  the 
estimated  expense  of  such  work  or  improvement  on  such  avenue,  street 
»r  alley,  fronting,  adjoining,  or  opposite  such  lot  or  fractional  lot:  upo" 
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consideration  of  said  report  of  said  officer  or  committee,  the  council  shall 
determine  whether  or  not  the  said  work  or  improvement  shall  be  made, 
and  shall  proceed  accordingly;  when  said  work  or  improvement  is  or- 
dered by  the  council,  and  shall  have  been  completed,  the  council  shall 
cause  an  accurate  report  of  the  cost  thereof  to  be  made  by  said  officer 
or  committee.  As  part  of  said  report,  said  officer' or  committee  shall 
present  a  list  of  the  lots  or  fractional  lots  lying  and  being  on  each  side 
of  the  street,  -avenue,  or  alley  so  improved,  and  upon  such  list  of  lots  or 
fractional  lots  shall  be  entered  opposite  each  lot  or  fractional  lot,  one- 
third  of  the  actual  cost  and  expense  of  such  work  or  improvement  on 
said  avenue,  street  or  alley,  fronting,  adjoining,  or  opposite  such  lot  or 
fractional  lot;  and  upon  the  acceptance  and  approval  of  said  report  and 
list  by  the  city  council,  said  amounts  shall  be  imposed,  levied  and 
assessed  by  the  city  council  on  said  lots  or  fractional  lots  respectively, 
and  collected  by  the  collector,  and  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  property  un- 
til paid. 

Sec.  26.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (136)  of  said  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to-wit: 

Section  135.  The  territory  contained  within  the  boundary  of  the 
city  of  Galveston  shall  be  divided  into  twelve  wards,  as  follows: 
The  first  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying  north  of  Avenue  G, 
and  east  of  Thirteenth  street.  The  second  ward  shall  contain  all  the 
territory  lying  north  of  Avenue  G,  between  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth 
streets.  Ihe  third  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying  north  of 
Broadway,  between  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-first  streets.  The  fourth 
ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying  north  of  Broadway,  between 
Twenty-first  and  Twenty-fifth  streets.  The  fifth  ward  shall  contain  all 
the  territory  lying  north  of  Broadway,  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twen- 
ty-ninth.  streets.  The  sixth  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying 
north  of  Broadway,  between  Twenty-ninth  street  and  the  western  boun- 
dary of  the  city.  The  seventh  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying 
south  of  Broadway,  between  Twenty-ninth  street  and  the  western  boun- 
dary of  the  city.  The  eighth  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying 
south  of  Broadway,  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-ninth  streets. 
The  ninth  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying  south  of  Broadway, 
between  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-fifth  streets.  The  tenth  ward  shall 
contain  all  the  territory  lying  south  of  Broadway,  between  Seventeenth 
and  Twenty-first  streets.  The  eleventh  ward  shall  contain  all  the  terri- 
tory lying  south  of  Avenue  G,  between  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth 
streets.  The  twelfth  ward  shall  contain  all  the  territory  lying  south  of 
Avenue  G,  and  east  of  Thirteenth  street;  provided,  that  the  city  council 
of  said  city  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  cause  a  division  of 
said  city  to  be  made  into  as  many  wards  (not  less  than  twelve)  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  and  for  the  good  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city: 
but  no  such  division  shall  be  made,  unless  it  be  done  at  least  three 
months  preceding  the  city  election  next  ensuing;  and  said  wards  so  estab- 
lished shall  contain,  so  far  as  practicable,  an  equal  nnmber  of  voters; 
provided,  that  if  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  aldermen,  while 
such  division  is  being  made,  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled  from  the  ward 
where  said  vancancy  occurs,  as  is  now  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  21.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  forty  (140)  of  said  act  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  'as  follows,  to- 
wit: 
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Section  140.  The  city  council  shall  during  the  second  week  in  Feb- 
ruary, in  each  year,  cause  to  be  published  in  a  city  newspaper,  a  correct 
>and  full  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  from  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report,  together  with  the  sources  from  whence  the  funds  are 
derived,  and  showing  for  what  purpose  disbursed:  the  condition  of  the 
treasury,  together  with  such  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  full 
understanding  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  city. 

Sec.  28.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  forty  two  (142)  of  said  act  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  142.  There  shall  be,  a  digest  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city, 
which  are  of  a  general  nature,  published  within  six  months — or  as  soon 
as  practicable  thereafter — from  the  first  Monday  in  March  in  1883,  and  a 
like  digest  within  every  period  of  five  years  thereafter;  provided,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  city  council,  to  cause  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
at  the  end  of  each  municipal  year  all  the  ordinances  passed  for  the  pre- 
ceeding  year. 

Sec.  29.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  (147)  of  said  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  147*  No  person  other  than  an  elector,  resident  of  the  city, 
shall  be  appointed  or  elected  to  any  city  office. 

Sec.  30.  That  SiBCtion  one  hundred  and  forty  eight  (148)  of  said  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Section  148.  Resignation  by  any  officer  authorized  by  this  act  to  be 
appointed  by  the  mayor,  or  appointed  bj  the  mayor  and  elected  by  the 
city  council,  shall  be  made  to  the  mayor  in  writing,  for  his  action. 

Sec.  31.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  fifty  one  (151)  of  said  act  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  151.  That  when  charges  are  so  preferred  against  the  mayor, 
they  may  be  filed  with  either  of  the  aldermen,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
call  the  aldermen  together,  and  when  so  assembled  they  shall  proceed  t^ 
elect  one  of  their  number  to  preside  during  said  investigation,  and  for 
the  purposes  of  said  trial;  the  presiding  officer  so  elected  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  mayor,  and  the  trial  shall  proceed  as  provided  for  in  the 
last  preceding  section. 

Sec.  82.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (157)  of  said  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Section  157.  No  member  of  the  city  council  shall  hold  any  other  em- 
ployment or  office  under  the  city  government  while  he  is  a  member  of 
said  council,  unless  herein  otherwise  provided;  and  no  member  of  the 
city  council,  or  any  officer  of  the  corporation  shall  be  directly  or  indi- 
rectly interested  in  any  work,  business  or  contract,  the  expense,  price  or 
consideration  of  which  is  paid  from  the  citv  treasury,  or  by  an  ascess- 
ment  levied  by  an  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  city  council,  nor  be  the 
surety  of  any  person  having  a  contract,  work  or  business  with  said  city, 
for  the  performance  of  which  security  may  be  required.  Any  alderman 
or  officer  of  the  city  violating  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  forfeit 
his  seat  in  the  council  or  office,  and  shall  thereafter  be  ineligible  to  any 
office  in  or  under  the  city  government. 

Sec.  33.     That  Section  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  (158)  of  said  act 
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be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Section  158.  The  members  of  the  city  council  shall  be  exempt  from 
jury  service  during  the  term  of  office;  each  alderman  shall  be  fined  seven 
dollars  for  every  meeting  which  he  fails  to  attend,  unldss  on  account  of 
his  own  sickness.  Any  member  of  the  city  council  remaining  absent  for 
three  consecutive  meetings  thereof,  whether  such  meetings  be  regular, 
adjourned,  special,  or  called  meetings,  seven  days  intervening  between 
such  meetings,  without  first  having  obtained  leave  of  absence  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting  shall  be  deemed  to  have  vacated  his  office,  and  the  mayor 
sliall  cause  the  vacancy  to  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  charter. 

Sec.  34.  That  Section  one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  (159)  of  said  act  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  159.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  the  du- 
ties of  all  officers  and  persons  appointed  or  elected  to  any  office  or  place 
whatsoever  under  this  act.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  re- 
voke any  license  given  under  this  act;  to  remit  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
on  such  conditions  as  shall  be  deemed  proper,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of 
all  the  aldermen  elected,  any  fine  or  penalty  belonging  to  the  city,  which 
may  be  imposed,  or  incurred  under  this  act,  or  under  any  ordinance  or 
resolution  passed  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Sec.  35.  That  section  one  hundred  and  silxty  one  (161)  of  said  act  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  161.  The  city  council  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, in  each  and  every  year/fix  the  annual  salary  of  all  officers  appointed' 
or  elected  under  this  act,  except  those  whose  compensation  is  fixed  by 
this  act,  and  the  compensation  or  salary  so  fixed  shall  not  be  changed 
daring  the  year,  for  which  the  same  are  fixed. 

Sec.  36.  That  section  one  hundred  and  seventy  (170)  of  said  act  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Section  110.  That  no  officer  of  this  city  shall  receive  a  larger  com- 
pensation for  his  services  than  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  that  no  officer  shall  receive  fees. 

Sec.  si.  That  section  one  hundred  and  seventy  one  (1*71)  of  this  act 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  that  hereafter  it  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

Section  Hi,  No  salary  not  fixed  or  limited  in  this  charter,  shall  ex- 
ceed eighteen  hundred  dollars  (11800)  per  annum  for  any  office  which  the 
city  council  are  authorized  to  create. 

Sec.  38.  There  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday  in  March,  1884, 
one  alderman  in  each  of  the  odd -numbered  wards,  who  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  one  year  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  quali- 
fied. The  first  biennial  ele.  tion  under  this  act  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  March  1885. 

Sec.  39.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  or  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  40.  Whereas,  an  urgent  necessity  requires  it,  and  a  great  public 
emergency  exists  that  the  city  of  Galveston  shall  have  better  defined 
power  to  improve  its  streets  and  secure  the  better  government  of  said 
city,  it  is  hereby  enacted  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force 
from  and  after  its  passage,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  election  in  said 
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city,  and  the  early  closing  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  causes  an 
imperative  public  necessity  which  justifies  a  suspension  of  the  rule  re- 
quiring this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  and  it  is  so  suspended 

Approved  March  ^th,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  2; 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Chowning,  H.  Chowning,  J.  R.  Sumner,  W.  P.  Bean, 
R.  F.  Jones,  J.  A.  Creager,  J.  P.  Wilson,  George  W.  Darby,  C.  M.  Byars,  J.  A. 
Stingley,  T.  W.  Linkhart  &  Co.,  T.  W.  Robinson  and  UU  Musick.  deceased. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geoeral  Land  Office  be,  and  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  issue  to  T.  W.  Robinson  as  trustee  for  J.  W.  Chowning,  H. 
Chowning,  J.  R.  Sumner,  W.  P.  Bean,  R.  F.  Jones,  J.  A.  Creager,  J.  P. 
Wilson,  George  W.  Darby,  C.  M.  Byars,  J.  A.  Stingley,  T.  W.  Linkhart 
&  Co.,  T.  W.  Robinson  and  the  heirs  of  Till  Musick,  patents  for  all  State 
school  section  number  18,  for  640  acres  of  land,  and  the  north  half  of 
State  school  section  No.  64,  for  640  acres  of  land;  bdth  of  said  sec- 
tions being  in  block  No.  12  of  the  Houston  and  Texas  Central  Railroad 
surveys  situated  in  Wilbarger  county,  Texas;  the  same  being  the  land 
on  which  the  tbwn  of  Vernon,  the  county  seat  of  Wilbarger  county  is 
now  situated;  provided,  that  the  said  T.  W.  Robinson,  trustee  as  afore- 
said shall  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  pay  to  the  Treas- 
,urer  of  the  State  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  acre  for  said  land,  and  file 
the  Treasurer's  receipt  for  the  same  in  the  General  Land  Office  and  shall 
pay  all  fees  due  the  State  for  the  issuance  pf  patents  to  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  session  creates  an  im- 
perative public  necessity  for  suspending  the  rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be 
read  on  three  several  days,  said  rule  is  therefore  suspended. 

Approved  March  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  3. 


An  Act  to  amend  Sections  7, 14,  3J,  33,35,  36,  40,  and  45  of  an  Act  incorporating 
the  city  of  Houston  in  Harris  county  approved  April  21  st  A.  D.  1879  and  Sections 
23  and  31  of  said  Act  as  amended  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  approved  March  9th  A.  D.  1881  and  substituting  the  following  Sections 
therefor. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Sections  7,  14,  21,  33,  35,  36,  40  and  45  of  an  Act  incorporating 
the  city  of  Houston  approved  April  21st  A.  D.  1879  and  Sections  23  and 
31  of  said  Act  as  amended  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas,  approved  March  9th  A.  D.  1881,  be  so  amended  as  to  hereafter 
read  as  follows. 

Section  7.  That  each  ward  in  the  city  shall  be  represented  in  the 
city  council  by  two  aldermen,  who  shall  hold  office  for  two  years  and 
until  their  successors -are  elected  and  qualified:  said  aldermen  shall  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  ward  for  which  they  stand,  who 
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shall  vote  only  in  their  respective  wards.  No  person  shall  be  competent 
to  fill  the  oflice  of  alderman  unless  he  be  at  the  date  of  his  election  a, 
qualified  voter  of  the  city,  a  freeholder  therein  and  a  bona  fide  resident 
of  the  ward  for  which  he  is  elected. 

Section  14.  That  there  shall  be  a  secretary  and  treasurer,  a  city 
marshal  and  an  assessor  and  collector  of  taxes,  who  shall  be  nominated 
by  the  mayor  and  confirmed  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  aldermen 
elected,  to  be  taken  by  ballot.  Said  officers  shall  hold  their  respective 
oflices  for  two  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  duly  qualified,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  city  council.  The  assessor  and  collector  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  for  whose  acts  and  con- 
duct he  shall  be  responsible,  and  such  -deputy  or  deputies  shall  have 
power  to  perform  any  act  which  may  be  performed  by  the  assessor  and 
•collector  in  person. 

Section  21.  That  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the  city  shall  be  en- 
forced by  fine  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in 
the  city  prison  not  to  exceed  thirty  days,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. Provided:  that  no  ordinance  or  by-law  shall  provide  a  less  pen- 
:alty  than  is  prescribed  for  a  like  offense  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  The 
oity  council  may  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  commutation  of  fines  im- 
posed, by  labor  in  a  work  house,  on  the  streets  or  public  works,  and  for 
xhe  collection  of  any  fine  imposed  execution  may  be  issued  from  the 
mayor's  court,  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  inhabitants  of  the 
-city  of  Houston,  against  the  goods  and  chattels,  lands  land  tenements  of 
the  person  offending. 

Section  23.  That  the  city  council  shall  have  the  exclusive  control  and 
regulation  of  all  streets,  alleys,  public  grounds  and  highways  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city,  and  shall  have  power  to  abate  and  remove 
encroachments  or  obstructions  thereon  in  a  summary  manner;  to  open, 
alter,  widen,  extend,  establish,  grade,  clean,  pave  or  otherwise  improve 
the  same:  to  put  drains  and  sewers  therein,  to  permit,  prevent  and  regu- 
late the  laying  of  gas  and  water  mains  and  pipes  therein,  to  compel  any 
person  using  the  streets  or  sidewalks  for  the  purpose  of  laying  gas  or 
water  mains  and  pipes,  or  for  building  or  other  purposes,  to  repair  said 
street  or  sidewalk  so  used  by  them,  to  prevent  any  street  or  sidewalk 
from  being  dug  up,  or  excavations  to  be  make  therein,  unless  the  same  be 
done  with  the  permission  of  the  city  council  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  city  engineer,  to  prevent  the  encumbering  thereof  in  any  manner,  and 
geiierally  to  protect  the  same  from  any  encroachment  or  injury:  to  regu- 
late, establish  and  change  the  grade  of  all  sidewalks,  streets  and  premises, 
and  to  require  and  compel  the  filling  up  and  raising  of  the  same:  to  con- 
struct, regulate  and  keep  in  repair  all  bridges,  culverts,  sewers  and  cross- 
ings :  and  to  control  and  regulate  the  use  of  the  same.  The  city  council  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  construct,  regulate  and  keep  in  repair 
all  necessary  sidewalks  and  foot  ways,  to  grade  and  fill  up  the  same,  to 
regulate  the  use  and  abate  and  remove  any  encroachments  or  obstructions 
thereon,  and  to  punish  any  person  by  fine  and  imprisonment  who  shall 
encroach  upon  or  obstruct  the  same,  or  who  shall  fail  to  have  such  en- 
croachments withdrawn  or  such  obstructions  removed  after  being  notified 
by  the  proper  officer  to  remove  or  withdraw  the  same,  and  each  day  such 
encroachments  or  obstructions  are  permitted  to  remain  after  such  notice 
is  served  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense.  The  council  shall  fix 
and  determine  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  sidewalk  improvements,  and 
decide  as  to  the  kind  of  material  to  be  used,  and  the  cost  of  the  construe- 
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tion'of  all  sidewalks  and  footways,  and  the  cost  of  the  grading,  filling  and 
curbing  necessary  therefor,  together  with  the  cost  of  collection  thereof, 
shall  be  defrayed  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  lot  or  block  fronting  on  the 
sidewalk  or  footway  to  be  constructed,  according  to  the  number  of  feet 
frontage  so  owned  by  each,  which  sum  shall  be  a  tax  and  charge  against  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  or  block,  and  a  lien  and  encumbrance  upon 
the  property  itself,  and  said  tax  against  the  property  owner  may  be  col- 
lected and  the  lien  upon  the  property  foreclosed  in  any  court  having 
jurisdiction.  The  city  council  shall  declare  by  resolution  duly  passed, 
upon  which  street  or  streets  or  parts  or  side  of  any  street  or  streets  such 
sidewalk  improvements  are  to  be  constructed,  the  nature  of  the  improve- 
ments to  be  made,  and  the  kind  of  material  to  be  used.  After  the  adop- 
tion of  such  resolution  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  have  specifi- 
cations prepared  hj  the  city  engineer  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said 
resolution,  which  specifications  when  so  prepared  and  adopted  by  the 
city  council,  shall  be  duly  advertised,  and  bids  solicited. for  constructing 
such  improvemepts.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council  after  accept- 
ing any  bid  for  the  construction  or  improvement  of  such  sidewalks  or 
footways  to  cause  to  be  'prepared  by  the  city  engineer  a  roll  showing  the 
number  of  the  lots  and  blocks  fronting  on  the  sidewalks  or  footways  to 
be  constructed,  the  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  each  lot,  part  of  lot 
or  block,  or  if  unknown  that  fact  shall  be  stated,  the  number  of  feet 
frontage  owned  separately  by  each  person,  or  jointly  with  others,  the 
cost  per  foot  frontage  of  such  improvements,  and  the  total  proportional 
cost  of  such  improvement  necessary,  tq  be  paid  by  each  property  owner 
fronting  thereon.  The  correctness  of  said  rolls  shall  be  certified  to  by  the 
city  engineer  and  submitted  to  the  city  council  for  its  aproval.  If  said 
roll  is  approved  and  adopted  by  the  city  council,  the  amounts  therein 
stated  and  asseseed  against  each  property  owner,  or  against  one  or  more 
owners  jointly,  shall  be  a  tax  against  such  owner  or  owners  and  a  lien^ 
charge  and  encumbrance  upon  the  property  so  owned  and  held  by  them,, 
the  amount  assessed  in  said  roll  against  the  owner  or  owners  of  each  lot 
or  lots  or  blocks  shall  be  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  one  part  shall  be 
payable  when  the  improvements  contracted  to  be  made  on  each  respect- 
ive block  shall  be  completed,  and  the  balance  sl^U  become  due  six 
months  thereafter.  For  such  sums  of  money  certificates  fehall  be  pre- 
pared and  issued,  signed  by  the  mayor  and  attested  by  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  under  his  official  seal;  each  certificate  shall  skew  upon  its  face 
the  amount  for  which  it  is  drawn,  the  name'^of  ^he  property  owner  from, 
whom  the  tax  is  owing,  the  number  of  feet  f roiitag^^^nd  the  number  of 
the  lot  or  lots  and  blocks  upon  which  sa^  sum  of  ^<^ney  is  a  lien;  that 
said  sum  of  money  is  a  tax  against  the  property  oWn^  named,  and  a  lien 
upon  said  property  described :  the  date  when^  it  will  be  payable,  that  it  i» 
issued  for  sidewalk  improvements,  the  dute  p{  tjie  r^olution  authorizing 
such  sidewalks  to  be  improved,  and  that  it  }S  isStied  by  authority  of  .this 
section  of  the  charter,  such  certificates  ^  when  so  issued  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  contractor  or  person  e?ititled,to  receive  the  same,  as  fol- 
lows: One  certificate  for  one  half  the  sura  assessed  against  each 
property  owner,  when  the  respective  block  in  which  such  owners 
property  is  situated  shall  have  been  completed,  and  one  certifi- 
cate for  the  balance  upon  the  completion  of  the  contract^ 
and  the  acceptance  of  the  work  by  the  mayor.  Such  cer- 
tificate when  so  issued  shall  be  evidence  that  all  require- 
ments and  prerequisites  of  the  law  have  been  complied  with,  and  if  not 
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,  paid  at  maturity  may  be  collected  by  suit,  and  the  lien  therein  provided  , 
for  be  foreclosed  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  and  such  certfi- 
cate  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum  from  the 
date  thereof,  which  interest  shall  be  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  certifi- 
Kjate.  The  city  council  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  grade, 
shell,  pave,  repair  or  otherwise  improve  any  avenue,  street,  alley,  or 
other  highway,  or  any  portion  thereof  within  the  limits  of  the  city, 
whenever  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  aldermen  elected,  such  improve- 
ment shall  be  declared  necessary  for  the  public  interest,  which  grading, 
shelling,  paying  or  repairing  shall  be  done  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  the 
owner,  or  owners  of  the  lot  or  lots,  or  block  or  blocks  fronting  on  such 
alley,  iivenue,  street  or  other  highway  to  be  improved,  and  the  cost  of 
such  improvements,  together  with  the  expense  of  the  collection  thereof 
shall  be  a  tax  against  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  or  lots,  or.  block 
or  blocks,  as  well  as  a  lien  and  encumbrance  upon  the  property .  itself. 
The  city  council  shall  by  resolution  duly  passed,  designate  the  street 
or  streets  or  portions  thereof  to  be  improved,  the  nature  of  the  improve- 
ment to  be  made  and  the  material  to  be  used.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  mayor  after  the  passage  of  such  resolution  to  have  the  necessary 
plans  and  specifications  for  such  improvements  prepared  by  the  city  en- 
gineer, which  plans  and  specifications,  after  being  approved  by  the  city 
<50uncil  shall  be  advertised  together  with  the  resolution  aforesaid,  and 
bids  shall  be  solicited  for  the  construction  of  such  improvements.  After 
a  bid  for  the  construction  of  such  improvements  shall  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  council,  it  shftl  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  caus^  to  be 
prepared  by  the  city  engineer  a  roll  showing  the  numbers  of  the  lots  and 
blocks  fronting  on  such  street,  alley  or  avenue  to  be  improved,  the 
names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  each  lot,  part  lot  or  blo<ik,  and  if  un- 
known it  shall  be  stated,  the  number  of  feet  frontage  owned  separately 
by  each  person  or  jointly  with  others,  the  cost  per  square  foot  frontage 
or  such  improvements,  and  the  total  proportional  cost  of  such  improve- 
ment necessarry  to  be  paid  by  each  property  owner  fronting  thereon,  the 
correctness  of  said  roll  shall  be  certified  to  by  the  city  engineer,  and  the 
roll  submitted  to  the  council  for  its  approval.  If  the  said  roll  is  ap- 
proved by  the  city  council  the  sums  of  money  therein  stated  and  assessed 
against  each  property  owner,  or  against  one  or  more  property  owners 
jointly,  shall  be  a  tax  against  such  owner  or  owners,  and  a  lien,  charge 
'and  encumbrance  upon»the  property  so  held  and  owned  by  each.  The 
sum  assessed  against  each  property  owner  on  said  roll  shall  be  divided 
into  two  equal  parts,  one  to  be  payable  when  the  improvements  con- 
tracted to  be  made  on  each  respective  block  shall  be  completed,  and 
the  balance  shall  be  due  six  months  thereafter:  for  such  sums  of 
money  certificates  shall  be  prepared  and  issued,  signed  by  the 
mayor  and  attested  by  the  city  secretary  and  treasurer  under  his  of- 
ical  seal,  each  certificate  shall  show  upon  its  face  .  the  amount 
for  which  it  as  drawn,  the  name  of  the  property  owner  from  whom  the 
tax  is  owing,  the  number  of  feet  frontage,  and  the  numbers  of  the  lot  or 
lots  and  block  upon  which  said  sum  of  money  is  a  lien:  that  said  sum  of 
money  is  a  tax  against  the  property  owner  named  and  a  lien  upon  the 
property  described,. the  date  when  it  will  be  payable:  that  it  is  issued 
for  street  paving,  naming  tht-  street,  the  date  of  the  resolution  authorizing 
the  street  to  be  paved  or  improved,  and  that  it  is  issued  by  author! thy  of 
thig^  section  of  the  charter.  Such  certificates  when  so  issued,  shall  be  deliv- 
-ered  to  the  contractor  or  person  authorized  by  him  to  receive  the  same,  aa 
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follows:     One  certificate  for  one  half  the  sum  assessed  against  each  pro-     ^ 
perty  owner  when  the  respective  block  in  which  such  owners  property 
is  situated,  shall  hay6  been  completed  and  one  certificate  for  the  balance^ 
upon  the  completion  of  the  contract  and  the  acceptance  of  the  work  by 
the  mayor.     Such  certificate  shall  bear  interest  from  the  date  thereof,  at 
the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  per  annum,  which  rate  shall  be  expressed 
therein,  and  when  issued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  be  evidence  that  all  the  requirements  and  prerequisites  of  the  law 
have  been  complied  with.     Should  the  property  owner  fail  to  pay  the 
amount  of  such  certificate  when  the  same  becomes  due,  the  owner  there- 
of mayjnstitute  suit  for  the  enforcement  of  the  tax,  and  the  foreclosure^ 
of  the  lien  provided  for,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction.     Provided 
that  the  city  alone  shall  pay  for  the  improving  of  the  intersections  of 
the  streets  from  block  to  block  across  the  street  either  way:  and  pro- 
vided further,  that  no  one  shall  be  made  to  pay  for  any  improvemeut 
done  on  any  street  that  may  be  paved  or  otherwise  improved  as  herein- 
before provided,  save  for  the  proportional  pg^rt  of  the  street  that  may  be 
in  front  of  his  property,  and  that   any  railroad  or  street  railway  com- 
pany shall  be  liable  for  any  grading,  paving  or  other  improvement  made 
upon  any  portion  of  said  streets  used  or  occupied  by  such  companies.- 
To  secure  the  safety  and  convenience  of  passing  in  the  streets,  side-  - 
walks  and  other  places  in  the  city,  to  ^x  the  squaring,  and  to  prevent 
encroachments  and  obstructions  on  the  streets,  sidewalks,  squares,  ways» 
levees   and  public  roads  and  places,  to  fix  the  place  for  anchoring  all 
water  craft  on  Buffalo  Bayou:  to  establish  an  active  system  of  inspec- 
tion over  the  conduct  of  persons  and  premises,  to  prevent  cattle,  horses,, 
swine,  goats,  geese  and   animals   from  running  at  large  in  the  streets 
or  within  such  prescribed  limits  as  may  be  established  by  the  city  coun- 
cil, to  establish  and  maintain  a  city  police,  prescribe  the  duties  of  police- 
men and  regulate  their  conduct;  to  provide  for  lighting  the  streets,  and 
for  this  purpose  may  establish  gas  works  for  the  manufacture  of  gas 
for  the  use  of  the  city  and  inhabitants  thereof  at  cost  price,  to  determine 
in  what  part  of  the  city  slaughter  houses,  bone  boilers,  soap  makers   or 
other  establishments   for   any  business   which  is  or  may  be  injurious- 
to  the  value  of  adjacent  property  or  unwholesome  or  disagreeable ^o  the 
occupants  of  adjacent  property,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  erected,  to 
determine  in  what  part  of  the  city  wooden  buildings  sl^ll  not  be  erected, 
within  the  limits  prescribed  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  erect  snch 
buildings:  to  prevent  gun  powder  or  other  explosive  material,  kerosene 
oil  or  other  inflammable  oils  being  stored  within  the  city  limits  in  sucli 
quantity  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  adjacent  property;   to  provide 
means  for  the  protection  against  an  extinguishment  of  conflagrations  and. 
for  the  regulation,  maintenance  and  support  of  a  fire  department:  to 
permit  or  forbid  theatres,  balls  or  other  public  amusements  and  to  sup- 
press the  same  whenever  the  preservation  of  order,  tranquility,  or  public 
safety  may  require:  to  close  dram  shops,  drinking  saloons  and   other 
places  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  whenever  necessary  or  expe- 
dient: to  define  what  shall  be  nuisances  in  said  city,  and  to  abate  them 
by  summary  proceedings:  to  provide  a  work  house  for  vagabonds  and 
disorderly  persons  who  areninable  to  pay  fines,  and  to  make  regulations 
concerning  the  same;  to  regulate  weights  and  measures  in  the  city,  affix 
penalties  for  violation,  ^x  standards,  &o.;  also  that  the  city  council  may 
provide,  own  and  maintain  water  works  for  the  use  of  the  city  and  its 
inhabitants;  to  provide  and  keep  a  city  prison;  to  make  all  needful  and 
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proper  regulations  concerning  bakers,  butchers,  keepers  of  taverns,  grog 
shops  and  other  public  houses,  draymen;  horse-drivers,  water  carriers, 
omnibus  drivers,  hack  drivers  and  drivers  of  baggage  wagons,  and  espe- 
cially to  preserve  order  and  prevent  noise  and  confusion  in  and  about 
the  several  depots  on  the  arrival  and  departure  of  railway  trains;  to  pre- 
vent extortion  by  carriers  of  passengers  or  baggage,  hacks,  dray^  and  all 
public  conveyances,  by  establishing  maximum  rates  of  charges,  to  direct 
and  control  the  laying  and  construction  of  railroad  tracks,  turnouts  and 
switches,  and  to  require  that  they  be  constructed  and  laid  so  as  to  inter- 
fere as  little  as  possible  with  the  ordinary  travel  and  use  of  streets:  to 
require  railroad  companies  to  keep  the  streets  thrpugh  which  they  run  in 
repair,  and  to  light  the  same  whenever  deemed  necessary;  to  construct 
and  keep  in  repair  bridges  and  crossings  at  the  intersection  of  streets 
and  avenues  and  over  all  ditcher,  sewers  and  culverts  on  the  line  of  the 
railway;  to  regulate  the  speed  of  engines  and  locomotives  within  said 
city;  to  control  and  regulate  everything  concerning  street  railways,  apd 
generally  to  make  and  establish  all  rules,  regulations,  by-laws  and  ordi- 
nances which  may  contribute  to  and  promote  the  better  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  said  city,  as  well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  peace, 
tranquility  and  safety  of  said  city,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  persons 
and  property  of  its  inhabitants.  The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Hous- 
ton are  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  take  and  condemn 
land  and  real  estate  in  said  city  to  the  public  use,  viz:  for  streets, 
alleys  and  public  highways,  for  extending,  straightening  and 
widening  those  streets  now  in  use,  for  public  wharves  and  landing 
places  for  steamers  and  other  water  craft,  and  for  public  squares,  parks 
and  pleasure  grounds.  For  the  condemnation  of  any  land  or  real  estate, 
the  following  proceedings  shall  be  had :  The  city  attorney  or  attorneys 
employed  by  the  city  for  that  purpose,  shall  file  a  petition  in  the  District 
Court  of  Harris  county  against  the  owner  of  the  land  or  real  estate 
sought  to  be  condemned  for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  setting  forth; 
first,  the  name  or  names  and  residence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  if 
known,  and  if  unknown,  the  same  shall  be  stated;  second,  the 
description  by ,  metes  and  bounds  of  any  actual  survey  had  for 
that  purpose,  of  the  land  or  real  estate  sought  to  be  condemned; 
third,  the  purpose  for  which  the  same  is  proposed  to ,  be  taken 
and  applied;  fourth,  the  supposed  value  of  the  property  to  be  con- 
demned ;  fifth,  the  prayer  that  the  same  be  condemned  to  the  public 
use  for  the  purpose  stated,  and  upon  the  filing  of  such  petition,  like  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  thereon  as  in  other  civil  suits,  and  when,  personal 
service  cannot  be  had  by  reason  of  the  defendant  being  a  non-resident, 
or  unknown,  service  by  publication  shall  be  made  as  provided  in  other 
cases  in  the  district  court,  and  upon  trial  the  court  shall  proceed  to  ren- 
der judgment,  condemning  the  land  to  the  public  use,  upon  the  payment 
of  the  value  thereof  as  assessed *l)y  the  jury,  and  upon  any  suit  being 
*[lig!  brought  thereafter  against  the  said  corporation  for  such  property  so  con- 
dcAined,  a  copy  of  the  judgment  and  an  actual  tender  of  the  money  in 
court  shall  be  sufficient  answer  in  bar  of  a  recovery  in  any  such  suit.  All 
'"35  costs  of  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  land  and  real  estate  under 
^^^  this  act  shall  be  taxed  against  the  plaintiffs,  including  reasonable  fees  of 
the  attorney,  which  the  court  shall  appoint  to  represent  the  defendant 
^  when  cited  by  publication.  No  person  shall  erect  any  building  or  fence 
^7\  4n  the  city  of  Houston  without  first  obtaining  a  perm|t  in  writjn^  from 
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the  mayor  and  having  the  lines  of  his  property  estahlished  by  the  city 
engineer. 

Sbc.  31. [21]  That  the  city  council  shall  have  power  by  ordinance  annu- 
ally to  levy,  assess  and  collect  a  tax  not  exceeding  two  per  cent  ad  va- 
lorem, upon  all  real  and  personal  property  in  the  city  of  Houston  not  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  and  to  determine  when  taxes  shall  be  paid  by  cor- 
porations, or  by  the  individual  incorporators,  and  to  levy,  assess  and 
collect  from  each  male  citizen  of  the  city,  over  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years,  an  annual  poll  tax  of  one  dollar.  All  taxes  upon  real  estate  shall 
be  a  lien  and  charge  upon  the  property,  which  lien  may  be  foreclosed, 
and  the  tax  collected  by  suit,  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction.  All 
taxes  not  paid  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  ordinances  shall 
bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum. 
All  real  and  personal  property  held,  owned  or  situated  in  the  city  of 
Houston  shall  be  liable  for  all  taxes  due  by  the  owner  thereof,  including 
taxes  on  real  estate,  personal  property  and  poll  tax,  and  all  personal 
property  may  be  levied  upon,  seized  and  sold  by  the  assessor  and  collec- 
tor, for  any  taxes  that  may  be  due,  without  further  warrant  of  authority 
than  the  production  of  his  tax  roll,  which  sale  when  made  shall  convey  a 
perfect  title  to  the  purchaser  thereof.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  per- 
MOji  owning,  or  holding  property  in  the  city  of  Houston  to  render  tb  the 
assessor  and  collector  of  taxes  at  his  office  in  said  city  annually,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  ordinances  of  said  city,  a  full  and  complete 
inventory  of  all  property  so  owned  or  held  by  him,  whether  real  or  per- 
gonal and  to  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  as  to  the  correctness  of  such  in- 
ventory, which  oath  may  be  administered  by  the  assessor  and  collector 
in  person  or  by  deputy.  All  taxes  shall  be  payable  at  the  office  of  the 
assessor  and  collector,  and  no  demand  by  him  shall  be  requisite  or  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  the  collection  thereof  by  any  proceedings  herein  pre- 
scribed. The  assessor  and  collector  shall  inventory  and  assess  all  prop- 
erty which  the  owners  thereof  inay  fail  or  refuse  or  may  hav^  failed  or 
refused  to  inventory  and  assess  for  any  previous  year,  which  inventory 
and  assessment  when  so  made  by  him  shall  be  as  valid  and  effective  aa 
if  made  by  the  owner  thereof. 

Section  33.  That  the  city  council  may  and  shall  have  full  power 
to  provide  by  ordinance  for  the  prompt  collection  of  all  taxes  levied, 
assessed  and  due  or  becoming  due  to  said  city,  and  to  that  end  may  and 
shall  make  such  rules  and  regulations  and  pass  such  ordinances  as  it  shall 
deem  necessary  to  the  levying,  laying,  imposing,  assessing  and  collecting 
of  any  of  said  taxes,  and  to  regulate  the  mode  and  manner  of  making  out 
iax  lists  and  inventories,  and  the  appraisement  of  property  thereon,  and 
to  prescribe  the  oath  that  shall  be  administered  to  each  person  on  such 
rendition  of  property,  and  to  prescribe  how  and  when  property  shall  thus 
be  rendered;  and  to  fix  the  duties  and  define  the  powers  of  the  assessor 
and  collector  of  taxes;  and  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable to  secure  the  assessment  of  all  property  in  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  collect  the  taxes  thereupon  in  current  money  of  the  United  States;  or 
otherwise  as  herein  provided,  and  may  by  ordinance  provide  that  any 
oerson,  firm  or  corporation  having  or  controlling  property  in  said  city, 
subject  to  taxation,  and  failing  and  refusing  to  render  a  list,  inventory 
and  appraisement  thereof,  verified  as  may  be  required  by  any  ordinance 
of  said  city  shall  be  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment;  t^hat  the  city  coun- 
cil shall  appoint  annually  from  its  own  members,  at  such  times  as  it  may 
determine,  three  appraisers,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Board  of  Appraise- 
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xnent  and  whenever  the  party  rendering  the  property  for  assessment, 
and  the  assessor  and  collector  can  not  agree  m  the  valuation  of  sueh 
property,  it  shall  be  refeiTed  to  said  board  and  their  action  in  ap- 
praising the  same  shall  be  final,  unless  notice  of  dissatisfae- 
tion  with  said  action  is  given  within  five  days  after  their  decision ;  and 
the  party  giving  such  notice  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  coutk- 
cil.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  of  appraisement  to  meet  at  least 
once  during  every  year,  and  carefully  to  examine  the  values  of  property 
rendered .  to  the  assessor  and  collector,  and  Tendered  by  him  for  delin- 
quents, and  if  it  shall  appear  to  said  board  that  the  values  assessed  are 
too  low  or  too  high,  they  shall  have  full  power  to  raise  or  lower  the 
same,  and  from  the  action  of  said  board  there  shall  be  no  appeal.  Said 
board  shall  not  raise  the  value  on  any  property  assessed  for  taxation  by 
the  owner  thereof  without  first  notifying  such  property  owner  of  its  in- 
tention to  so  raise  the  same,  which  notice  shall  be  directed  to  the  person 
g'ving  in  the  assessment,  and  deposited  in  the  post  office  in  the  city  of 
ouston,  and  said  notice  shall  be  mailed  at  least  three  days  before  any 
action  is  taken  by  the  board.  The  raising  of  the  value  of  any  property 
by  said  board  shall  be  prima  facie  vidence  that  all  requirements  of  the 
law  have  been  complied  with.  The  city  council  may  if  it  sees  proper 
adopt,  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  same  mode  and  manner  of  assess- 
ing and  collecting  taxe&  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  for  assessing  and 
collecting  State  taxes,  and  all  taxes  due  the  city  may  be  collected  by  an 
action  of  debt  in  any  court  having  jurisdiction.  The  assessment  roll 
shall  be  taken  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  statement  made  therein, 
and  the  city  shall  have  the  equal  right  to  become  the  purchaser  at  all  the 
sales  of  property  for  taxes  due  it,  made  under  judgment  or  otherwise. 
Nothing  but  current  money  of  the  United  States  shall  be  collected  or  re* 
oeived  in  payment  of  taxes  and  licenses  due  or  hereafter  assessed,  and 
scrip  which  may  be  issued  for  pavement  of  streets  and  constructing  sid& 
walks,  and  for  cit^  water  works,  which  shall  express  upon  its  face  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  issued,  and  coupons  and  scrip  made  receivable  for 
taxes  on  the  face  thereof  shall  be  receivable  for  all  taxes  except  the 
bond  tax. 

Sec.  35.  That  it  shall  not  be  necessary  in  any  action,  suit  or  proceed* 
ing  in  which  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Houston 
shall  be  a  party,  that  any  bond  or  security  shall  be  given,  but  all  actions, 
suits  or  proceedings  shall  be  conducted  as  if  such  bond  or  security  had 
been  given  and  in  all  judicial  proceedings  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  plead 
any  ordinance  of  the  city  by  caption  without  embodying  the  entire 
ordinance  in  the  pleadings;  and  all  printed  ordinances  or  codes  of  ordi- 
nances shall  be  admitted  in  evidence  in  any  suit,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  original  ordinance.  The  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, belonging  to  the  city  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  sold  or  appropriated 
under  any  writ  of  execution,  nor  shall  the  funds  belonging  to  the  city  in 
the  hande  of  any  person  be  liable  to  garnishment,  nor  shall  the  city  or 
any  of  its  officers  or  agents  be  required  to  answer  to  any  writ  of  garnish- 
ment. 

Sec.  36.  That  the  following  property  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation^ 
to  wit:  AH  lands  used  exclusively  for  graveyards,  or  grounds  for  bury- 
ing the  dead,  except  such  as  are  held  by  any  person,  company  or  corpo- 
ration with  a  view  to  profit,  or  for  the  purpose  of  speculation  in  the  salf 
thereof;  all  buildings  belonging  to  institutions  of  purely  public  charitj 
together  with  the  lands  belonging  to  and  occupied  by  such  institution 
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not  leased  or  otherwise  used  with  a  view  to  profit,  and  all  moneys  and 
(Sredits  appropriated  solely  to  sustaining  such  institutions,  together  with 
such  other  property  as  is  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Texas. 

Sec.  40.^  That  all  works  of  improvements  and  public  works  for  said 
city,  the  cost  of  which  will  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall 
be  let  out  to  the  lowest  or  best  bidder  in  the  discretion  of  the  council,  by 
sealed  proposals,  and  no  contract  shall  be  made  or  entered  into,  until  the 
plans  and*  specifications  for  such  work  or  improvement  shall  have  been 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  council  and  adopted  by  it,  and  an  adver- 
tisement published  in  at  least  four  issues  of  some  daily  paper  published 
in  the  city,  inviting  bids  therefor,  and  stating  the  time  when  such  sealed 
proposals  will  be  opened.  Provided :  that  if  no  bids  be  received  or  those 
received  be  rejected  by  the  city  council,  the  city  may  in  its  discretion 
proceed  to  have  such  work  or  improvement  done  under  the  direction  of 
a  committee  from  its  membership.  City  printing  and  all  repairing  of 
bridges  or  other  similar  work,  of  which  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to 
make  specifications,  are  not  embraced  in  this  requirement.  No  bid  shall 
be  considered  unless  made  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, and  no  allowance  for  extra  work  shall  ever  be  made  or  paid  for. 
The  sealed  proposals  shall  be  addressed  to  the  city  secretary  and  treasu- 
rer, and  shall  only  be  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  city  council,  at  a 
regular  meeting.  Bond  and  security  to  be  fixed  and  approved  by  the 
city  council  shall  be  required  of  all  contractors.  The  taking  of  any  con- 
tract, or  any  interest  therein,  openly  or  secretly,  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  any  officer  of  the  city,  shall  ip[8\o  facto  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  con- 
tract and  the  consideration  thereof,  and  shall  create  a  vax5ancy  in  the  of- 
fice held  by  the  party  taking  the  same. 

Sec.  45.  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a  public  act,  and  judicial  no- 
tice shall  be  taken  thereof  in  all  courts.  No  general  law  hereafter  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  shall  be  held  to  repeal  any  power  herein 
granted,  or  which  is  now  vested  in  the  corporation  of  Houston,  unless 
the  act  conferring  such  power  be  specially  referred  to  in  such  repealing 
act.  Whereas  there  are  no  laws  in  force,  providing  for  the  paving,  im- 
proving and  repairing  of  the  streets  and  sidewalks  of  the  city  of  Hous- 
ton and  for  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  the  taxes  due  to  the  cor- 
poration, and  said  corporation  is  greatly  in  need  on  that  account,  there 
exists  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  dispensing  with  the  constitu- 
tional rule  requiring  this  bill  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  in  each 
house  of  the  Legislature,  and  an  emergency  exists  which  requires  this 
act  to  'take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage,  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  March  13,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage. 


No.   4. 


An  Act  to  authorize  and  grant  to  E.  IS.  Crosby  the  right  to  construct,  maintain  and 
use  a  boom  across  the  Brazos  river  in  McLennan  countv,  for  the  stoppage  of  float- 
ing material. 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  sCaft  of  Texas : 
That  E.  S.  Crosby  of  McLennan  county,  his  heirs  and  assigns  are  hereby 
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authorized,  and  the  right  and  privilege  is  hereby  granted  him  for  the 
period  of  ten  years,  to  construct,  and  for  said  period  of  time  to  maintain 
and  use  a  boom  across  the  Brazos  river  in  said  county,  within  one  mile 
of  the  suspension  bridge  across  said  river  in  the  city  of  Waco;  which 
boom  is  to  be  used  for  arresting  the  progress  of  timber,  wood,  lumber 
and  other  material  floating  on  said  river;  provided,  said  boom  shall  be 
so  constructed  as  to  provide  at  one  end  thereof,  a  passage  way  that  may 
"be  opened  for  the  passage  of  boats  up  and  down  said  river,  but  such 
boom  shall  not  be  required  to  be  opened  when  the  same  is  under  tension 
"by  reason  of  floating  material  pressing  against  it;  provided  further,  that 
said  boom  shall  only  be  used  when  necessary  to  catch  the  timber  being 
floated  by  him  the  said  Crosby,  and  shall  be  constructed  so  as  not-  to 
interfere  with  the  right,  nor  cause  delay  to  any  one,  nor  interfere  with 
any  one  who  may  be  engaged  in  a  like  business. 

Approved  March  20,  1883. 

Takes  effect  hinety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  5. 


An  Act  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Gonzales,  for 

municipal  purposes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Gonzales,  for  municipal  purposes,  shall 
be  as  hereinafter  described,  to  wit":  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Guada- 
lupe river  where  a  street  that  divides  Ranges  one  (1)  and  two  (2)  west 
of  Water  street,  intersects  said  river;  thence  north  along  the  centre  of  said 
street  or  road  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Block  No.  4,  in  Range  No.  1,  west 
of  Water  street;  thence  east  along  the  north  boundary  line  of  said  block 
No.  4,  to  the  north  boundary  line  of  lot  No.  7,  on  North  Avenue;  thence 
east  along  the  north  boundary  lines  of  lots  numbered  seven  {1)  in  Ranges 
Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  east  of  Water  street,  to  the  centre  of  the  street 
dividing  Ranges  Nos.  4  and  5;  thence  south  with  the  centre  of  said 
street  to  the  east  boundary  line  of  Lot  No,  6  in  tier  on  No.  2  on  East 
Avenue;  thence  south  with  said  east  boundary  of  Lot  No.  6,  across  East 
Avenue  and  with  the  east  boundary  line  of  Lot  No.  6,  in  Tier  No.  one 
(1),  south  to  a  point  opposite  the  south  east  corner  of  Green  Dewitts 
homestead  lot;  thence  with  the  south  boundary  line  of  said  Green 
Dewitt's  lot  to  the  Guadalupe  river;  thence  up  said  Guadalupe  river 
with  its  meanders,  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted:  That  the  boundaries  of  the  said  city 
of  Gonzales  shall  not  be  extended  except  by  the  consent  or  vote  of  a  two- 
thirds  majority  of  the  legal  voters  residing  upon  the  territory  proposed 
to  be  annexed  to  the  said  city  of  Gonzales. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted:  That  whereas  an  imperative  necessity 
exists  for  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act,  and  for  the  suspending  of 
the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days,  therefore  said 
rule  is  hereby  suspended  and  this  act  shall  be  in  force  and  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  March  24,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  passage.  Digitized  by  Googlc 
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No.  6. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  patenting  and  disposition  of  the  lands  situated  in  Medina, 
county  State  of  Texas,  for  which  certificates  were  issued  by  the  State  to  Henrys 
Castro,  in  trust  for  school  and  church  purposes. 

Section  1.  ,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  lands  heretofore  granted  to  Henry  Castro  in  trust  for  church 
and  school  purposes,  lying  and  being  situated  in  Medina  county  State  of 
Texas,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  said  Medina  county,  shall  be  pat- 
ented to  the  said  Medina  county,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  free 
schools  of  said  county. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the- 
State  of  Texas  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  as  soon  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  as  possible,  to  patent  all  of  said  lands  panted  *to  the  said 
Henry  Castro,  in  compliance  with  section  first  of  this  act,  and  deliver 
said  patents  to  the  commissioners  court  of  said  Medina  county. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  lands  from  and  after  the  issuance  of  'said  patents 
shall  be  subject  to  sale,  and  proceeds  of  said  sale  disposed  of  by  the 
commissioners'  court  of  Medina  county  under  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  are  provided  in  Title  LXXXI,  Chapter  3,  page  681  of  the  Re- 
vised  Statutes  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas  the  said  lands  are  lying  unoccupied,  unimproved  and 
useless  to  the  people  of  said  Medina  county,  and  that  the  people  of  said 
county  need  the  proceeds  from  sale  of  said  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  free  schools  of  said  county,  creates  a  public  emergen9y  that  the 
constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  before 
their  final  passage  be  suspended,  that  said  constitutional  rule  be,  and  the- 
same  is  hereby  suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its- 
passage. 

Approved  March  24,  1883. 

TaKes  effect  after  its  passage. 


No.  7. 


An  Act  amendatory  of  an  act  approved  August  9  th  1876  entitled  *  An  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  city  of  Dallas,  and  grant  a  new  charter  to  said  city  '*  and  the  amend- 
ments thereto. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  following  numbered  Sections  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dal- 
las be  amended  so  as  to  hereafter  read  as  follows. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  city  of  Dallas  shall  be  as^ 
follows:  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  north  corporation  line  of  the  pres- 
ent corporate  limits  of  said  city,  where  the  track  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 
railroad  crosses  said  line;  thence  with  the  line  of  said  railroad  to  a  point 
where  said  railroad  track  crosses  the  northwest  line  of  the  John  Gngsby 
league;  thence  north  46|^  east,  with  said  league  line  the  division  line  be- 
tween both  No.  8  and  No.  9  of  said  league;  thence  with  said  division: 
line  south  54  east  through  to  the  southeast  line  of  said  league;  thence 
with  said  southeast  league  line  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the  south 
comer  of  said  league;  thence  north  42  west  with  the  southwest  line  of 


SPECIAL  LAWS.  ,  25 

the  said  league,  to  a  point  wh^re  the  said  line  intersects  the  south  line  of 
the  present  limits  of  said  city,  as  established  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture approved  August  9th  1876  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  city 
of  Dallas  and  grant  a  new  charter  to  said  city;"  thence  westerly  witn 
said-^resen%  south  line  to  the  Trinity  river;  thence  up  said  Trinity  river 
to  the  northwest  comer  of  said  present  corporation;  thence  with  the 
north  line  of  said  present  corporation  to  the  place  of  beginning;  pro- 
vided: That  the  new  territory  added  to  the  city  of  Dallas  by  this  act 
shall  not  become  a  part  of  said  corporation  until  a  majority  of  those  liv- 
ing in  said  new  territory  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the 
Legislature  shall  have  voted  to  have  such  territory  added  to  said  city: 
when  a  majority  of  such  qualified  voters  shall  have  so  determined,  from 
euch  ddte  such  territory  or  any  part  thereof  as  set  out  in  petition  and 
determined  by  vote  shall  for  all  purposes  become  a  part  oi  s^id  city  of 
Dallas.  Whenever  as  many  as  forty  qualified  voters  shall  petition  the 
county  judge  of  Dallas  county,  he  shall  order  an  election  to  be  held  in 
the  territory  added  by  this  act,  or  sought  to  be  added  as  set  out  in  the 
petition,  and  he  shall  appoint  judges  to  hold  such  election  under  the 
forms  of  law,  and  he  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  for.  said  election  to 
be  held,  and  give  public  notice  thereof  for  twenty  days  by  publication 
in  some  daily  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  Dallas.  The  county 
judge  shall  issue  an  order  for  the  election  within  ten  days  after  the  afore- 
mentioned petition  is  filed  w;ith  him,  and  within  ten  days  after  the  elec-^ 
tion  is  held  shall  announce  the  result  to  the  city  council  of  the  city  of 
Dallas,  who  shall  pass  such  ordinances  as  are  ncessary  to  have  surveyed 
and  fully  defined  the  boundaries  of  the  new  addition  to  said  city.  The 
county  judge  shall  not  order  an  election  for  the  above  purposes  unlesa 
the  petition  is  firat  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Dallas. 

Sec.  2.    That  section  21  of  the  charter  of   the  city  of  Dallas  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  21.  The  city  council  may  at  any  time  after  the  adoption  of 
this  act,  by-  ordinance  establish  the  office  of  recorder  of  said  city  and  or- 
der the  election  of  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  same,  and  when  elected 
and  qualified  he  shall  be  the  chief  judicial  magistrate  of  the  city,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified,  the  election  of 
whom  shall  be  at  the  next  general  election  of  city  officers,  and  as  such 
^  shall  hold  a  court  within  said  city  by  the  name  of  recorder's  court  of  the 
city  of  Dallas,  which  said  court  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  and 
cognizance  of  all  misdemeanors,  breaches  of  the  peace,  infractions  of  the 
ordinances,  and  all  other  causes  arising  under  the  laws  of  said  city:  and 
said  court  shall  also  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  all  misdemeanors 
arising  under  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State  within  said  city  limits,  in 
which  the  punishment  is  by  fine  only,  or  by  fine  or  by  imprisonment,  or 
by  both:  provided,  that  no  fine  shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars,  or 
period  of  imprisonment  exceed  thirty  days  in  the  city  jail;  and  provided 
further,  that  said  court  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  all  cases^ 
for  keeping  disorderly  houses,  or  houses  of  prostitution  within  the  limits 
of  said  city.  And  said  court  shall  be  deemed  always  open  for  the  trial  of 
said  causes.  Said  court  shall  have  full  power,  authority  and  concurrent 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  ordinances  of  said  cit;^,  or  the 
otate  law  as  hereinbefore  limited;  and  over  any  breaches  and  violations 
thereof,  and  of  any  and  all  persons  thus  offending  including  vagrant 
gamblers,  prostitutes  and  keepers  of  disorderly  houses,  and  to  try  a? 
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determine  all  suits,  accounts  and  complaints  charging  a  violation  of  any 
ordinance  or  aforesaid  laws,  and  may  grant  new  trials  on  motion  in  writ- 
ing, showing  sufficient  cause  and  duly  sworn  to;  and  all  prosecutions, 
triads  and  proceedings  had  in  said  court  under  this  act  shall  be  governed 
by  the  laws  and  rules  regulating  trials  and  prosecutions  and  proceedings 
in  justice's  court,  in  force  at  the  time,  and  shall  be  a  bar  to  prosecutions 
for  the  same  offence  in  other  courts.  Said  officer  shall  be  entitled  to 
such  compensation  for  his  services  as  the  council  may  provide:  provided, 
the  city  shall  pay  no  costs;  and  to  such  additional  compensation  as  may 
be  allowed  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  corporation.  The  recorder 
may  require  of  any  person  arrested  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a 
bond  for  his  or  her  good  behavior,  and  to  keep  the  peace,  or  for  his  or 
her  appearance  before  said  court  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties, 
which  bond,  as  well  as  all  other  bonds  taken  in  any  proceeding  in  said 
oourt  shall  be  payable  to  the  city  of  Dallas.  He  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses,  and  to  compel  their  attend- 
ance by  process  of  an  attachment.  He  may  punish  M  contempts  by  fine 
or  imprisonment,  or  either;  may  issue  subpoenas,  writs  of  capias,  warrants 
of  arrest,  search  warrants,  executions  and  all  process  known  to  law  which 
^  justice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  may  lawfully  issue:  and  all  of  said 
writs  and  process  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  be  issued, 
served  and  executed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  like  process  would  be 
when  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  unless  herein  otherwise  provided. 
He  shall  also  have  full  power  and  authority  to  administer  official  oaths, 
and  all  oaths  and  affirmations,  and  give  certificates  therefor.  The  re- 
corder shall  be  exofficio  justice  of  th^  peace,  and  he  shall  possess  and  ex- 
ecute in  the  city  in  criminal  cases  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  such 
officer,  and  shall  have  the  same  authority  and  like  power  with  justices  of 
the  peace  in  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  crime;  provided,  that  in 
no  case  shall  he  entertain  jurisdiction  in  civil  suits.  The  city  council 
may  determine  what  costs,  if  any,  shall  be  charged  for  proceedings  in, 
and  for  all  process  issued  in  said  court,  and  shall  allow  the  judge  thereof 
for  his  services  such  salary  or  fees,  or  either,  or  both,  as  they  deem  neces- 
sary; and  the  recorder  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  any  ordinance  of  said  corporation  that  may  properly  and  law- 
fully be  required  of  said  officer  as  the  judge  of  said  court,  and  as  are  not 
inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  State:  provided,  thalb 
all  money  collected  from  fines  of  whatever  character  imposed  by  the  re- 
corder, shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  city,  and 
provided  further,  that  until  the  said  office  of  recorder  is  established,  iand 
a  recorder  is  elected,  or  when  the  same  shall  be  discontinued,  or  a  va- 
cancy occur  therein,  the  mayor  of  the  city  shall  possess  and  execute  all 
the  powers  and  duties  of  recorder,  holding  a  court  which  shall  be  known 
as  the  mayors  court  as  set  forth  in  this  section,  and  that  may  be  imposed 
by  ordinance  of  the  city,  and  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  compen- 
sation as  the  council  may  provide. 

Sec.  3.  That  Section  41  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  41.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  and  authority  by  or- 
dinance to  regulate,  control  and  prohibit  the  carrying  of  weapons  within 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  Dallas. 

Sec.  4.  That  Section  66  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  66.     The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  abate  all  nuisances 
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• 
ivhich  may  injure  or  affect  public  health,  in  any  manner  they  may  deem 
expedient  within  the  city  limits,  or  within  three  thousand  (3000)  feet  of 
the  corporate  lines  of  said  city. 

"Skc.  5.  That  Section  28  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  28.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  constitute  the  city  coun- 
i-<5il  of  the  city.  The  city  council  shall  meet  at  such  times  and  place  as 
-they  by  resolution  shall  direct.  The  mayor  when  presei^t  shall  preside 
at  all  meetings  of  the  city  council,  and  shall  have  in  all  cases  a  casting 
vote,  but  in  elections  he  shall  vote  as  other  members  of  the  council.  In 
his  absence,  and  the  absence  of  president  pro  tem  any  one  of  the  alder- 
men may  be  appointed  to  preside. 

Sec.  6.  That  Section  58  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  P 

Section  58.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  ^n  the  compensa- 
tion of  all  city  officers,  and  to  regulate  the  fees  of  all  jurors,  witnesses 
and  others  rendered  under  the  charter  and  ordinances  of  said  city. 
Whenever  the  city  council  as  provided  by  the  charter  shall  fix  the  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  any  officer,  whether  elected  by  the  people  or  the 
council,  they  shall  make  the  same  payable  monthly  out  of  the  city  treas- 
ury, and  no  officer  shall  be  allowed  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office,  but 
all  costs  and  penalties  shall  go  into  the  general  sinking  fund.  No  officer's 
salary  shall  be  fixed  at  a  sum  to  exceed  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1500) 
per  annum,  except  the  salary  of  assessor  and  collector,  which  shall  not 
exceed  three  thousand  dollars  ($3000)  per  annum;  provided,  that  the 
compensation  of  no  officer  of  the  corporation  shall  be  diminished  during 
his  term  of  office. 

Sec.  7.  That  Section  62  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  as 
amended  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  April  5th  1881  be  so 
amended  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  Q2,  The  city  council  shall  have  the  right  to  enact  all  neces- 
sary ordinances,  to  restrain  and  punish  vagrants,  mendicants,  street  beg- 
gars and  prostitutes;  to  locate,  restrain  punish  and  control  all  disorderly 
houses  of  prostitution  or  assignation,  and  the  keeper  and  inmates  thereof; 
to  regulate,  punish  or  control  all  gambling,  and  the  keepers  of  games 
and  gambling  houses,  and  those  who  bet  on  games  and  gambling  devices, 
where  there  is  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Dallas  in  force  punishing  this 
or  any  other  misdemeanor  with  as  great  a  penalty  as  the  same  is  punishd 
by  the  Statutes  of  the  State.  The  mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Dallas 
shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  such  misdemeanors  when  committed 
in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Dg-Uas. 

Sec.  8.  That  Section  77  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  77.  The  city  council  shall  have  the  sole  authority  to  grant 
the  i  ight  to  any  person  or  persons,  corporation  or  company  to  make  and 
construct  street  railways  in  any  street  in  said  city  and  to  regulate  and 
control  the  same  and  the  use  thereof;  provided,  the  owners  of  a  majority 
of  front  feet  on  the  street  along  which  said  railway  shall  run  are  willing; 
the  frontage  to  be  calculated,  not  by  blocks,  J3ut  by  the  entire  length  of 
the  proposed  line,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  street  so  proposed  to  be  occu- 
pied, and  provided  also,  it  shall  not  require  the  consent  of  the  property 
.  owner  to  the  construction  of  said  street  railway  across  any  street. 

Sec.  9.     That  Section  82  of  thfe  charter  of  the  city  of  Pallas  as 
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amended  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  April  5tli   1881    be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  82.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  to  pass,  publish, 
amend  or  repeal  all  ordinances,  rules  and  police  regulations  not  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  necessary  for  the  order  or  good 
government  of  the  city,  or  the  trade,  commerce  and  health  thereof  or 
that  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  vested 
in  the  corporation,  or  any  of  its  officers,  by  the  act  of  incorporation  of 
date  August  9th  A.  D.  1876,  and  this  and  other  amendments  thereto;  to  en- 
force the  observance  of  all  such  ordinances,  rules,  and  police  regulations, 
and  to  punish  violations  thereof  by  fines  and  imprisonment,  or  either,  or 
both,  or  by  work  on  the  streets  or  other  public  works  as  may  be  provided 
by  ordinance,  and  required  by  the  judgment  of  the  court-;  provided,  that 
t  no  fine  shXl  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  ($200),  and  no  period  of  im- 
prisonment shall  exceed  thirty  days  in  the  city  jail;  and  for  any  fine, 
penalty,  and  costs  imposed  by  the  mayor  or  recorder,  in  the  trial  of  any 
cause  or  complaint  before  him,  executions  may  issue  to  collect  such  fines 
and  costs,  to  be  levied  and  executed  in  the  same  manner  that  executions 
are  from  justices  of  the  peace  courts.  The  same  shall  be  issued  by  the 
mayor  or  recorder  to  the  marshal,  who  in  levying  on  property  and  fil- 
ing shall  have  like  power  and  authority  as  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  in 
executions  issued  from  the  district  or  county  courts,  and  the  laws  of  the 
State  so  far  as  apjplicable  shall  apply  to  and  be  in  full  force  and  effect  as 
to  the  executions  issued  from  the  mayor's  or  recorder's  court.  Any  per- 
son upon  whom  any  fine  or  penalty  is  imposed  may  be  committed  until 
the  payment  of  the  same  with  costs;  and  on  default  thereof  may  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  city  prison,  or  may  be  required  to  work  on  the  streets,  or 
other  public  works  of  the  city  for  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  provided  by  ordinance;  provided,  such  imprisonment  shall  not  exceed 
thirty  days. 

Sec.  10.  \  That  section  174  of  the  charter  of  1;he  city  of  Dallas  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  174.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  by  ordinance  to- 
cause  to  be  graded,  paved,  macadamized  or  graveled  or  otherwise  con- 
structed, improved  or  repaired  all  streets,  sidewalks,  alleys  and  public- 
highways  including  cross  streets,  in  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  at 
such  time,  to  such  extent,  and  out  of  such  material  and  under  such  regu- 
lations as  the  city  council  n;ay  provide  by  ordinance;  provided,  that  the 
owners  of  property  bordering  on  a  street  or  sidewalk  so  improved,  shall 
pay  pro  rata  according  to  frontage  of  property  thereon,  the  expense  of 
such  improvement  so  ordered;  the  city  council  shall  have  improved  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  rest  of  the  streets  all  the  intersections  of  streets- 
where  they  cross  the  streets  so  improved,  and  to  the  middle  of  the  street 
where  another  street  enters  but  don't  cross  the  street  being  so- 
improved.  This  improvement  of  intersections  and  abutments  of 
other  streets  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fund.  The 
work  shall  be  done  as  follows.  Whenever  the  city  council  deter- 
mine by  ordinance  that  such  work  shall  be  done,  and  the  manner  and  ex- 
tent of  the  same,  they  shs^U  advertise  for  bids  giving  the  plans,  specifica- 
tions and  extent  of  improvement.  The  work  shall  be  let  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder  in  the  discretion  of  the  city  council,  and  with  such 
bond  as  the  council  may  determine.  The  city  council  shall  levy  a  special 
tax  on  the  property  fronting  or  abutting  on  said  streets  so  improved,  pro 
rata  according  to  number  of  feet  of  front  or  abutment,  and  said  tax  shall 
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be  levied  as.soon  as  oonveaient  after  contract  is  let,  and  the  time  of  pay- 
ment of  same,  and  when  it  shall  become  delinquent  shall  be  specified  in 
ordinance.  The  tax  shall  be  a  lien  from  time  of  levy,  and  its  collection 
shall  be  enforced  as  the  collection  of  other  taxes,  by  advertisement  and 
sale  of  property;  provided,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  lo  sell  at  same  time 
as  for  other  delinquent  ad-valorem  taxes.  If  said  special  tax  bte  not  paid 
in  full  in  ten  days  from  the  completion  of  said  work  and  the  levy  of  said 
special  tax,  then  the  assessor  and  collector  shall  proceed  at  once  to  ad- 
vertise and  sell  said  property  for  the  special  tax  due  thereon,  giving  same 
notice,  and  executing  similar  deed  as  is  given  when  property  is  sold  by 
city  for  advalorem  taxes.  ;    ,  . 

Sec.  11.  That  section  177  of  tbe  city  charter  as  amended  by  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  approved  April  5th  1881  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Section  177.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person  or  corporation  own- 
ing property  fronting  on  any  street  in  the  city  of  Dallas  to  build  side- 
walks, construct  curbing  and  guttering  and  repair  the  same  in  front  of 
their  property  when  notified  by  the  proper  city  authorities  and  according 
to  ordinance.  If  the  owners  of  any  such  property  fail  after  due  notice  as 
provided  by  ordinance,  to  construct  or  repair  such  sidewalks,  curbing  or 
guttering  as  provided  by  ordinance,  the  same  may  be  done  by  tbe  city 
and  taxed  against  the  property  according  to  cost  of  construction,  and  the 
same  proceeding  shall  be  had  as  provided  in  Section  174  above,  in  doing 
said  work  and  collecting  said  tax.  Any  one  failing  or  refusing  to  build 
or  repair  the  sidewalk,  curbing  or  guttering  along  their  property,  accord- 
ing to  ordinance,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  punished 
as  provided  by  city  ordinance;  provided,  the  fine  for  any  one  day's  neg- 
lect shall  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  12.  That  Section  180,  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be 
amemded  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  180.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  by  ordinance  to  pro- 
vide for  and  cause  a  general  sewer  and  drainage  system  to  be  established, 
which  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  to  wit:  Public,  district,  and 
private  sewers,  and  drains.  Public  sewers  shall  be  established  along  the 
principal  crosses  of  drainage,  at  such  times,  to  such  extent,  and  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  provided  by  ordinance,  and  there  may  be  extension 
or  branches  of  sewers  already  constructed,  or  entirely  new  throughout,  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient.  The  city  council  may,  if  necessary,  levy  a  tax  oji 
all  property  made  taxable  for  State  purposes  .over  the  whole  city,  to  pay 
for  the  construction  and  repairs  of  such  public  sewers,  which  shall  be  called 
"Special  public  sewer  tax,"  and  shall  be  of  such  amount  as  may  be  .re- 
quired for  the  sewer  or  sewers  provided  by  ordinance  to  be  built,  and  the 
fund  arising  from  said  tax  shall  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  building 
and  repairing  of  said  sewer  or  sewers^  and  there  shall  when  necessary  be 
a  taking  and  condemnation  of  private  property  for  sewers  and  drains  as 
herein  before  provided  for.  No  public  sewer  shall  be  run  diagonally 
through  private  property,  when  it  is  practicable  without  injury  to  said 
sewer,  to  construct  it  parallel  with  one  of  the  exterior  lines  of  such  prop-r 
erty ;  nor  shall  any  public  sewer  be  constructed  through  private  property 
when  it  is  practicable  to  construct  it  oblong  or  through  a  street  or  other 
public  highway. 

Sec.  13.  That  Section  181  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  be 
amended  so  ais  to  read  as  follows:  ^  i 

Section  181.    District  sewei-s  or  8raing  shall  be  d^biftfiM  within 
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the  limits  of  the  district  to  be  described  by  ordinance,  connecting  with  a^ 
public  sew^r  or  other  district  sewer,  pr  with  tl^e  natural  coarse  of  drain- 
age, as  each  case  may  be;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  city  counciV 
may  by  ordinance  provide.  Such  district  may  be  subdivided,  enlarged 
or  changed  by  ordinance  at  any  time.  The  city  council  shall  cause  sew- 
ers or  drains  to  be  constructed  in  each  district,  to  such  exteilt,  of  such 
dimensions,  and  under  such  regulalions  as  may  be'  prescribed  by  ordi- 
nance, whenever  a  majority  of  the  property  holders  therein  shall  petition 
therefor,  or  whenever  the  city  council  may  deem  such  sewer  or  drain  ne- 
cessary for  sanitary  or  other  purposes,  and  said  sewer  or  drain  shall  be 
of  such  dimensions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  ordinance;  and  may  be 
changed,  enlarged  or  extended,  and  shall  have  all  the  necessary  laterals, 
inlets  and  other  appurtenances  which  may  be  required.  The  work  shall^ 
be  done  as  follows:  Whenever  the  city  council  shall  determine  by  ordi- 
nance, that  such  work  shall  be  done,  and  the  manner  and  extent  of  the 
same,  they  shall  advertise  for  bids,  giving  the  plans  and  specifications 
and  extent  of  improvement.  The  work  shall  be  let  to  the  lowest  respon- 
sible bidder  in  the  discretion  of  the  city  council,  and  with  such  bond  as 
the  said  council  may  provide.  As  soon  as  any  district  sewer  or  drain- 
shall  have  been  completed,  the  city  engineer  or  other  oflScer  having^ 
charge  of  the  work,  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the  city  council,  to- 
gether with  the  entire  cost  of  said  work,  and  the  city  engineer  shall  at 
the  same  time  furnish  to  the  assessor  and  collector,  and  city  council,  a 
list  of  all  property  in  said  sewer  district,  together  with  the  owners 
thereof.  The  city  council  shall  then  at  once  proceed  to  assess  said 
amount  against  said  property,  and  shall  levy  a  special  tax  therefor 
against  the  lots  of  ground  within  such  district,  exclusive  of  improve- 
ments, in  proportion  to  the  area  of  the  whole  district,  exclusive  of  public 
highways;  provided,  that  in  the  discretion  of  the  council  a  special  com- 
mittee of  three  disinterested  citizens,  not  residing  in  the- 
said  sewerage  district,  may  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  the  property  in  such  district  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  derived 
from  said  sewer  for  the  purpose  of  paying  said  cost  of  such  sewer.  And  the 
assessor  and  collector  shall  enter  said  list  of  said  property,  and  the  name  of 
the  owner  thereof,  together  with  the  assessment  and  levy  made  against 
each  lot  or  lots  within  such  district  on  his  tax  rolls,  in  a  book  kept  for 
that  purpose  and  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  as  other  taxes  are  col- , 
lected.  Said  tax  shall  be  a  lien  on  such  property  from  the  time  of  levy, 
and  its  collection  shall  be  enforced  as  other  taxes  by  advertisement  and 
sale  of  the  property  taxed;  provided,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  sell  afr 
the  same  time  as  for  delinquent  advalorem  taxes.  If  the  said  special  tax 
be  not  paid  in  full  in  ten  days  from  the  completion  of  said  work,  and 
the  levy  of  said  special  tax  due  thereon,  giving  same  notice  and  execut- 
ing similar  deed  as  in  case  of  property  sold  by  city  for  advalorem  taxes. 
Private  sewer  or  drain  connecting  with  public  or  district  sewer,  may  be 
constructed  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  may  be  provided' 
by  ordinance,  but  the  city  shall  be  at  no  expense  in  the  construction  of 
the  same,  and  may  by  ordinance  force  the  construction  and  keeping  of 
the  same  clean,  and  in  proper  repair  by  parties  owning  or  using  the 
same.  If  the  owner  of  such  property  shall  not  proceed  within  five  days 
after  notice  given  by  the  city  secretary,  to  construct  such  private  sewer 
or  drain  under  the  superintendence  of  the  city  engineer  in  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  ordinance,  then  the  city  shall  have  such  work  done  as- 
provided  above  for  district  sewer,  and  the  city  council  shall  tax  such* 
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costs  against  such  property,  and  as  soon  as  said  work  shall  be  completed 
shall  levy  a  special  tax,  on  such  property  to  pay  for  such  improvement, 
and  the  city  tax  shall  be  a  lien  on  such  property  from  time  of  levy;  if 
said  special  tax  be  not  paid  within  the  time  provided  above  for  payment 
of  special  tax  for  building  district  sewer,  then  the  assessor  and  collector 
shall  proC(Bed  to  advertise  and  sell  the  property  for  the  special  tax  so 
levied  thereon,  and  execute  a  deed  therefor  as  provided  above,  in  case  of 
district  sewer.  The  time  of  ^  payment,  and  the  time  of  becoming^ 
delinquent  of  such  special  taxes  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  fixed  by 
ordinance,  where  the  same  is  not  fixed  in  the*  charter. 

Sec.  14.  That  Section  101  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Dallas  ap- 
proved August  9th  1876  be  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows: 

Section  101.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  and  collector  be- 
tween the  first  day  of  January,  and  the  fifth  day  of  April  of  each  year 
to  make  and  return  to  the  city  council  a  full  and  complete  assessment  of 
all  property  real  and  personal  in  said  city,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
liable  to  municipal  taxation,  together  with  the  cash  value  of  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  owned  or  kept  on  hand  for  sale  by  any  merchant 
on  the  first  day  of  January  of  that  year,  together  with  the  cash  value  of  all 
property  real  and  personal  belonging  to  any  corporation,  also  a  list  of  all 
insurance  companies  doing  business  in  said  city  and  the  name  of  the^ 
agent  of  the  same.  The  city  council  shall  have  power  in  its  discretion, 
at  or  before  its  last  regular  meeting  in  December  of  each  year,  to  ap- 
point two  resident  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dallas,  qualified  voters,  to 
be  called  assistant  assessors,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  when  so  appointed, 
to  attend  with  the  assessor  and  collector  at  the  time  of  making  said 
assessment  for  the  year  following  their  appointment,  and  having  equal 
power  and  authority  with  the  assessor  and  collector,  together  with  said 
assessor  and  collector  to  make  and  return  to  the  city  council  a  full  and 
complete  assessment  of  all  property,,  personal  and  real,  as  above  provided, 
and  they  shall  attend  and  assist  the  assessor  and  collector  in  receiving 
the  lists  of  property  and  statements  of  merchants  and  others  by  the  act 
required  to  be  delivered  to  said  assessor  and  collector,  and  their  qompep- 
sation  and  further  duties  and  powers,  shall  be  such  as  the  city  council 
may  by  ordinance  provide.  . 

Sec.  15.  The  city  council  shall  prior  to  the  first  day  of  A.  D.  1883, 
divide*the  city  into  convenient  wards,  not  to  exceed  eleven  (11)  wards 
in  all,  and  each  ward  shall  at  the  next  regular  election,  April  1884,  elect 
two  aldermen,  one  of  whom  shall  serve  one  year,  and  the  other  two 
years.  The  terms  of  service  to  be  determined  by  lot.  Each  of  said 
wards  shall  thereafter  elect  one  alderman  annually  who  shall  hold  his 
office  for  two  years,  or  until  his  successor  has  been  elected  and  quali- 
fied. 

Sec.  16.  Whereas  the  good  government  of  the  city  of  Dallas  depends 
upon  the  immediate  passage  of  this  act,  therefore  a  public  necessity  and 
,  emergency  exists  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days.  The  rule  is  therefore  hereby  sus- 
pended, and  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage,  and  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in  conflict  herewith  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  March  31,  1883. 

Takes  effect  after  its  passage.  '  r^  T 
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No.  8., 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Alaey  S.  Miller,  Milburn  Harral  and  Mary  A.  Woods, 
widow  of  Gonzales  Woods,  deceased,  auryivors  of  the  *  *  Dawson  massacre/'  by- 
granting  to  each  one  of  them  a  certificate  for  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  to  issue  a  certificate  for  twelve  hundred  ana 
-<;ighty  acres  of  land  each  to  Alsey  S.  Miller,  Milburn  Harral  and  Mary 
A.  Woods,  widow  of  Gonzales  Woods,  deceased,  survivors  of  the  "  Daw- 
son massacre,"  which  may  be  located  as  headright  certificates  upon  any 
of  the  unappropriated  public  domain,  and  patented  as  in  other  cases; 
and  the  said  certificates,  and  the  land  located  by  virtue  thereof,  shall  be 
exempt  from  forced  sales  so  long  as  it  shall  remain  the  property  of  the 
grantee  in  said  certificate;  provided,  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  shall  charge  no  fees  for  the  issuance  of  such  certificate 
and  patent;  provided,  that  the  State  shall  not  be  held  responsible  for  any 
deficiency  in  the  public  domain. 

Sbc.  2.  The  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature,  making  it  doubtful  if  this  bill  can  pass  in  the  ordinary 
<5ourse  of  legislation,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  a  bill  to  be  read  on  three 
several  days;  and  it  is  so  suspended. 

Approved  April  9,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  9. 
An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  General  Mosely  Baker,  deceased. 

Whereas,  General  Moseley  Baker,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  to  whom  was  granted  a  headright  certificate  by  said 
Republic  for  services  rendered  therein;  and. 

Whereas,  said  head  right  certificate  was  located  back  of  and  adjoin- 
ing the  town  of  Anahuac  on  Galveston  bay;  and 

Whereas,  said  certificate  was  located  upon  lands  that  had  been  pre- 
viously located  by  other  parties,  by  reason  of  which  all  benefits  of  said 
headright  certificate  were  lost,  to  the  said  General  Mosely  Baker,  or  his 
heirs;  and 

Whereas,  Mrs.  Fannie  A.  D.  Darden,  of  Columbus,  Texas,  is  the 
only  surviving  heir  of  the  said  Genl.  Mosely  Baker  deceased,  therefore 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  issue  to  Fannie  A.  D.  Darden,  sole  heir  of 
Genl.  Mosely  Baker,  deceased,  a  certificate  for  one  league  and  one  labor 
of  land,  which  may  be  surveyed  and  located  and  patented  as  other  first 
class  head  right  certificates,  she  paying  the  Government  fees;  provided, 
that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  bind  the  State,  should  no  vacant 
land  be  found,  which  should  be  stated  on  the  face  of  the  certificate. 

Sec.  2.     The  said  certificate  can  only  be  located  J^PQ^  i^^Oft^tand  un- 
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appropriated  public  domain;  and  the  State  is  to  be  in  no  manner  liable 
in  case  the  certificate  is  not  located  on  vacant  land. 

SEa  3.  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  the  Leg- 
islatare  rendering  it  improbable  that  this  bill  will  pass  in  the  regular 
course  of  legislation,  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  for  the  sus- 
peosion  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three 
several  days;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  10, 1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  10. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  W.  Thomson,  who  fell  at  the  storming 
of  the  Alamo  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1836. 

Whereas,  John  W.  Thomson,  a  volunteer  in  the  defence  of  the  Re- 
public of  Texas,  under  the  command  of  Bowie  and  Travis,  was  killed 
while  serving  as  a  volunteer  in  the  armies  of  Texas,  as  aforesaid,  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1836,  at  the  storming  of  the  Alamo:  and, 

Wheeeas,  All  his  comrades  perished  in  said  masacre,  and  many  diffi* 
cuities  intervened  which  prevented  his  heirs  from  securing  the  land  cer- 
tificates granted  to  those  who  fell  in  said  battle,  and  were  residing  in  the 
State  of  Texas  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  the  Independence  of  the 
State  of  Texas:  and. 

Whereas,  Tha  old  "  court  of  claims  "  before  which  said  matters  were 
adjudicated,  has  been,  and  was,  abolished  before  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  said  Thomson  was  adjudicated,  and  while  the  said  claim  wa*s  therein  - 
pending;  and. 

Whereas,  No  certificates  for  land,  granted  to  those  who  fell  in  said" 
battle  of  the  Alamo,  and  were  in  Texas  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of 
of  the  Independence  of  the  State  of  Texas;  and 

Whereas,  The  State  of  Texas  has  heretofore  granted  to  the  heirs  of 
all  those  who  fell  at  the  Alamo,  in  the  service  of  Texas,  the  following 
land  certificates,  to  wit:  A  special  head-right  certificate  of  1476  acres, 
1920  bounty,  and  640  acres  donation,  and  to  those  that  were  citizens  of 
Texas  at  the  Declaration  of  Independence  a  certificate  of  1476  acres;; 
and, 

Whereas,  the  lapse  of  time,  the  death  of  witnesses,  the  war  between: 
the  States,  and  other  obstacles,  intervened  to  prevent  the  said  heirs  of 
the  said  Thomson  from  presenting  and  establishing  their  claim  before  the? 
**  Court  of  Claims  "  prior  to  its  abolition;  and. 

Whereas,  said  heirs  are  justly  entitled  to  said  certificates,  and  the  same 
have  never  been  to  them  issued,  therefore. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  empowered  and  required  to  issue  to  the  heirs  of  said  John  W. 
Thomson  the  following  certificates,  to  wit:  One  special  head-right  cer- 
tificate of  1476  acres,  class ;  one  640  donation  certificate,  class ; 

one  1920  acre  bounty  certificate,  class ,  and  one  1476  head-right  cer- 
tificate, class ,  — said  certificates  only  to  be  located  on  unappropri- 
ated vacant  public  domain,  and  the  State  to  be  in  no  manner  liable  if 
there  is  not  vacant  land  upon  which  said  certificates  can  be  located.    . 
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Sec.  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted  that  said  Cominissioner  of  the  GeneraT 
Land  Office  shall  deliver  to  said  heirs,  their  legal  agent  or  representative^ 
said  certificates,  when  he  shall  have  been  assured  by  satisfactory  proof 
of  such  heirship. 

Approved  April  10,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


JSo.  11. 
An  Act  to  authorize  Christian  Jordan  to  sue  the  State- of  Texas. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  bv  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Christian  Jordan  of  Galveston  county  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  sue  the  State  of  Texas  in  the  district  court  of  Travis 
county  for  the  enforcement  and  adjustment  of  any  right  o-r  claim  which 
he  may  have  against  the  State  of  Texas  by  reason  of  the  transfer  and 
assignment  to  him,  by  the  State,  of  a  certain  judgment  recovered  by  said 
State  on  the  31st  day  of  October  1873,  against  Frank  Dirks  and  his  sur- 
eties in  cause  No.  3399  in  the  district  court  of  Travis  county  or  by  reason 
of  any  taxes  or  moneys  collected  by  the  State  of  Texas,  or  her  officers 
and  agents  and  which  taxes  or  moneys  in  law,  equity  or  justice  should 
have  been  credited  on  said  judgment  and  paid  to  the  owner  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  The  suit  provid^  for  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  filed 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  when  filed,  a  certified 
copy  of  plaintiffs  petition,  and  a  citation  such  as  usually  issue  to  the  de- 
fendants in  suits  in  the  district  ceurt,  shall  be  served  on  the  Governor  of 
the  State  at  least  ten  days  before  the  first  day  of  the  term  of  court,  to 
which  said  suit  is  brought. 

Sec.  3.  Said  suit  shall  be  tried  by  said  district  court  like  other  suits, 
and  either  or  both  parties  shall  have  the  right  to  an  appeal  from  the 
judgment  of  said  district  court  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in 
the  same  manner  as  appeals  are  allowed  in  other  cases;  provided,  that 
the  State  shall  not  be  required  to  give  any  appeal  bond,  O-r  be  liable  for 
any  costs  of  court  whatever. 

Sec.  4.  If  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in  favor  of  said  Christian  Jor- 
don  by  the  district  court,  and  no  appeal  be  taken  or  perfected  by  the 
State  as  required  by  law,  or  in  case  such  judgment  shall  have  been 
affirmed  on  appeal  by  the  Supreme  Court,  such  judgment  shall  be  cer- 
tified to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court, 
and  the  Comptroller  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
said  Christian  Jordan  for  the  amount  of  such  judgment. 

Approved  April  12,  1883. 

Takes  effect  ninety  days  after  adjournment. 


No.  12. 


An  Act  to  recsive  the  surrender  of  the  corporate  rights  and  franchises  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Iron  Company,  a  private  corporation  of  this  State,  and  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  same.  ,^      •     t 

Section  1.     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
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that  Horace  Ware,  as  the  sole  owner  of  the  corporate  rights  and  f ran- 
<;hises  of  the  Jefferson  Iron  Company,  a  private  corporation,  chartered 
on  the  9th  day  bf  March,  A.  D.  1874,  by  virtue  of  the  general  incorpora- 
tion law  of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  and  he  is  hereby  nermitted  to  surrender 
all  the  corporate  rights  and  franchises  of  said  Jenerson  Iron  Company 
to  the  State  of  Texas;  and  the  charter  heretofore  issued  to  said  company 
be  and  the  same  is  annulled  and  cancelled,  and  record  of  such  cancella- 
tion may  be  made  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  The  title  to  all  the  property  real  and  personal  of  said  corpo- 
ration is  hereby  divested  therefrom  and  freely  vested  in  the  said 
Horace  Ware  individually,  and  to  prosecute  any  and  all  suits  in  which 
:said  corporation  may  be  a  party. 

Sec.  3,  Notice  of  this  act  having  been  published  for  80  days  as  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution,  and  'the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  the 
18th  Legislature  creates  an  imperative  public  necessity  that  the  consti- 
tutional rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  should  be 
:suspended,  and  that  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
its  passage;  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Approved  April  14,  1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 


No.  13. 


^n  Act  ceding  to  the  United  States  government  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  certain 
property  in  the  city  of  Dallas  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  public  building 
thereon. 

Wheeeas  The  United  States  government  has  made  an  appropriation 
rfor  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  court  and  post  office  building  in  the  city  of 
Dallas,  State  of  Texas,  now  therefore 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  the  State  of  Texas  does  hereby  cede  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  lots  numbers  (5,  6,  7  and  8)  five,  six, 
seven  and  eight  and  (20)  twenty  feet  of  west  part  of  lots  numbers  (4) 
four  and  (9)  nin^  in  block  (96)  ninety  six  according  to  official  map  of  the 
city  of  Dallas;  or  over  any  property  acquired  or  to  be  acquired  in  the  city 
•of  Dallas  for  the  purpose  above  indicated,  so  long  as  said  government 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  remain  the  owner  thereof;  provided 
that  the  State  of  Texas  does  hereby  retain  jurisdiction  over  said  property 
^or  the  administration  of  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State  and  the  service 
of  civil  process  therein. 

Sec.  2.  Whereas  the  United  States  government  is  now  ready  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  said  building,  an  imperative  necessity  and 
-emergency  exists  for  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule  requiring 
bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  and  that  this  act  take  effect  from 
:and  after  its  passage  and  it  is  so  enacted. 

Passed ,  1 883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. 
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No.  14. 

An  Act  amendatory  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Citj  of  Austin,"' 

approTed  April  5,  1878. 

Section  1.  *  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas: 
That  Article  four  of  the  above  recited  act,  shall  hereafter  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

ABTICLE   4,   SECTION    1. 

That  an  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  1883^ 
for  the  election  of  a  city  council,  to  consist  of  a  mayor  and  a  board  of 
aldermen,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years,  or  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  elected  and  qualified,  except  that  one  of  the  two  aldermen 
elected  from  each  ward  shall  hold  his  •office  for  only  one  year;  the  long 
and  short  terms  to  be  drawn  for  by  the  aldermen  elected  from  each 
ward  immediately  after  their  installation;  that  the  board  of  aldermen, 
shall  consist  of  two  members  from  each  ward,  to  be  chosen  by  the  qual- 
fied  voters  of  their  respective  wards;  that. thereafter  there  shall  be  an 
election  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  each  year,  to  fill  all 
vacancies  occurring,  or  to  occur  in  the  city  council  from  the  expiration  of 
terms  of  office,  or  otherwise;  and  no  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  city 
council,  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  shall  have  re- 
sided within  the  city  limits  for  six  months  preceding  his  election,  and 
shall  have  been  a  bona  fide  resident  of  the  ward  from  which  he  is  elected 
for  at  least  thirty  days  preceding  his  election.  That  if  any  alderman 
shall  after  his  election  remove  from  the  ward  from  which  he  is  chosen,, 
his  office  shall  thereby  be  vacated.  The  city  council  shall  judge  of  the 
election  returns  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members  and  shall  deter- 
mine contested  elections  of  all  city  officers  made  elective  under  this  act. 

The  majority  of  the  city  council  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness,, but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  manner,  and  under  such 
penalties  as  they  may  prescribe.  The  city  council  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  a  willful  violation  of  its^ 
rules,  or  other  disorderly  behavior  and  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  elected,  expel  an  alderman,  but  not  a  second  time  for 
the  same  offense.  The  city  council  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed- 
ings and"  whenever  practicable,  publish  the  same,  or  a  synopsis  thereof 
in  a  newspaper  of  the  city;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on 
any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  alderman  present  be  entered  on 
the  journal.  Aldermen  shall  serve  without  pay  and  no  alderman  shall 
during  the  term  of  his  office  hold  any  other  office  under  the  city;  nor 
shall  any  alderman  during  his  term  of  office,  be  interested  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  any  contract  or  agreement  for  work  to  be  done,  or  service 
to  be  performed,  for  which  the  city  is  to  pay  a  consideration,  or  in  the 
purchase  of  any  property  by  the  city  for  any  purpose  whatever.  All 
vacancies  that  shall  eccur  in  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  be  filled  in  snch 
manner  as  shall  be  hereafter  provided  for  by  ordinance.  Each  alderman 
shall  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  take  the  oath  jpre- 
scribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas  and  that  he  will  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  tie 
in  the  election  of  aldermen,  the  judges  of  the  election  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  mayor,  who  shall  immediately  thereon  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, stating  such  facts,  and  ordering  a  new  election. 
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Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  Article  five  of  the  above  re- 
-cited  Act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLB    6,   SECTION    1. 

The  mayor  and  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  constitute  the  city  counail 
•of  said  city.  There  shall  be  stated  sessions  of  the  city  council  at  least 
oixee  in  each  month,  and  such  special  ^eetings  as  the  mayor  or  any  two 
members  of  the  council  may  deem  necessary.  In  the  absence  of  the 
mayor  any  one  of  the  aldermen  may  be  appointed  to  preside,  in  which 
case,  the  alderman  who  presides  shall  vote  only  as  an  alderman.  The 
city  council  shall  have  the  care,  management  and  control  of  the  city  and 
its  property  and  finances;  and  shall  have  power  to  enact  and  ordain  any 
and  all  ordinances  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this 
:iState,  and  such  ordinances  to  alter,  modify,  or  repeal.  Upon  the  passage 
of  all  ordinances  appropriating  money,  imposing  taxes,  increasing,  lessen- 
ing or  abolishing  licenses,  and  of  ordinances  for  borrowing  money,  the 
yeas  and  nays  shall  be  entered  in  the  journal,  but  no  ordinance  for  bor- 
rowing money  shall  pass,  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
^council.  All  ordinances  shall  be  read  in  the  council  for  three  separate 
^ays,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  shall  dispense  therewith. 
A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  whole  council  shall  be  necessary  to  pass 
.an  ordinance  appropriating  for  any  purpose  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  upwards,  or  for  passing  an  ordinance  in  any  wise  diminishing  or 
increasing  the  city  revenues. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Article  six  of  the  above  re- 
cited Act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLE   6,   SECTION   1. 

That  the  mayor  and  city  council  shall  have  power  within  the  city  by 
•ordinance: 

First.  To  levy  and'eollec  tan  annual  tax,  not  exceeding  one  per  centum 
■npon  all  property  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  made  taxable  by  law  for 
■State  and  county  purposes,  the  money  raised  by  said  tax  to  be  used  for 
the  current  expenses  and  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  city.. 

Second.  To  raise  money  on  the  credit  of  the  city,  for  a  special  and 
definite  purpose,  by  issuing  bonds  of  the  city,  or  otherwise;  provided, 
the  bonded  debt  of  the  city  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  interest  due  on  bonds,  and  in- 
ijerest  bearing  warrants  issued  by  the  city  of  Austin  with  the  interest 
: accrued  thereon,  shall  be  at  all  times  considered  a  part  of  the  bonded 
debt  of  the  city.  To  extend  the  bonded  debt  of  the  city  beyond  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  shall  only  be  done  by  a  special 
/act  of  the  Legislature,  or  by  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the,  tax  paying 
citizens  voting  at  an  election  ordered  for  the  purpose,  after  thirty  days 
notice  by  the  mayor,  by  the  authority  of  and  in  the  method  that  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  city  council.  All  bonds  shall  specify  for  what  pur- 
pose they  were  issued,  and  when  any  bonds  are  issued  by  the  city,  a  fund 
shall  be  provided  to  pay  the  interest,  and  two  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
principal,  as  a  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  bonds,  or  pay  them  at  matu- 
Tity;  and  said  sinking  fund  shall  not  be  diverted  to  or  drawn  for  any 
other  purpose,  and  the  city  treasurer  shall  honor  no  draft  drawn  on  said 
-sinking  fund  except  to  pay  the  interest,  or  redeem  the  bonds  for  which 
:said  fund  was  provided.  The  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  any 
bonds  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  invested,  as  fast 
lis  the  same  accumulates,  in  interest  bearing  bonds  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  State  of  Texas,  or  of  the  city  of  Austin,  as  the  city  council 
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.  may  deem  most  advantageous:  and  such  bonds  and  the  interest  thereoD 
shall  be  sold  when  necessary  to  pay  or  redeem  the  bondjB  for  which  the 
.  sinking  :^und  was  established. 

Third.  To  appropriate  money  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  and  expenses  of  the  city. 

Fourth.  To  make  regulations  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  conta- 
gious  diseases  into  the  city.  ' 

Fifth.  To  establish  hospitals  and  make  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  within  or  without  the  city  limits. 

Sixth.  To  make  regulations  to  secure  the  general  health  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  prevent  and  remove  nuisances. 

Seventh.  To  construct  water  works,  gas  works  and  street  railroads,. 
within  or  beyond  the  city  limits,  or  both;  to  provide  the  city  with  water 
and  gas,  and  to  erect  hydrants,  fire-plu&^s  and  pumps  in  the  streets;  to- 
erect  the  necessary  machinery,  lamp  posts,  &o.  for  lighting  the  citv,. 
within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city,  for  the  convenience  of^the  inhab- 
itants of  the  citv  and  environs. 

Eighth.  To  have  the  exclusive  control  and  power  over  the  streets, 
aUeys,  side-walks,  lanes,  avenues,  public  grounas  and  highways  of  the- 
oity,  and  to  abate  and  remove  all  encroachments  thereon;  to  open,  alter,, 
widen,  straighten,  extend,  establish,  abolish,  regulate,  grade,  re-gradc,. 
elean,  pave,  macadamize,  or  otherwise  improve  the  same;  and  to  regulate- 
the  making  of  side-walks,  their  grade,  material  and  mode  of  construc- 
tion, when  suchside-walks  are  made  by  private  parties. 

Ninth.  To  establish,  erect  and,  keep  in  repair  bridges,  culverts  and 
sewers  and  regulate  the  use  of  the  same;  to  establish,  alter  and  change 
the  channel  of  water  courses  and  to  wall  them  up  and  cover  them. 

Tenth,  To  provide  for  the  lighting  of  the  streets  and  erecting  lamps 
thereon. 

Eleventh.    To  establish,  support  and  regulate  night  watch  and  patrols. 

Twelfth.  To  erect  market  houses,  establish  markets  and  market 
places,  provide  for  the  government  and  regulation  thereof,  and  to  license, 
tax  and  regulate  butchers  and  the  vendors  of  poultry,  fish,  vegetables- 
and  other  provisions. 

Thirteenth.  To  provide  for  the  erection  of  all  needful  buildings  for 
the  use  of  the  citv. 

Fourteenth.  To  provide  for  the  inclosing,  improving  and  regulating 
all  public  grounds  belonging  to  the  city. 

Fifteenth.  To  license,  tax  and  regulate  auctions,  grocers,  merchants^ 
retailers,  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  and  bakeries;  and  to  license,  tax 
and  regulate  or  suppress  ordinaries,  hawkers,  peddlers,  brokers,  and 
pawn  brokers  and  money  changers. 

Sixteenth.  To  license,  tax  and  regulate  hackney  carria&^es,  omnibuses, 
wagons,  carts  and  drays  and  fix  the  rates  to  be  charged  for  carriage  of 
persons  and  for  wagonage,  cartage  and  drayage  of  property. 

Seventeenth.  To  license  and  regulate  porters  and  fix  the  rate  of  por- 
terage. 

Eighteenth.  To  license,  tax,  regulate  and  suppress  theatrical  and 
other  exhibitions  shows  and  amusements. 

Nineteenth.  To  license  tax  and  regulate  billiard  tables,  pin  alleys 
and  ball  alleys,  restaurants,  drinking  houses  or  saloons  and  all  places  or 
establishments  where  intoxicating  or  fermented  liquors  are  sold;  real 
estate  agents,  insurance  brokers,  insurance  agents  and  all  other  trades, 
professions,  occupations  and  callings  the  taxing  of  which  is  not  prohib- 
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ited  by  the  CoDStitution  of  the  State,  which  tax  shall  not-  be  construed 
to  be  a  tax  on  property:  to  restrain 'and  suppress  disorderly  houses:  to 
suppress  lotteries  and  all  fraudulent  devices  and  practices;  to  suppress 
ganaing  and  gambling  of  all  kinds  and  descriptions,  and  to  prevent  the 
same;  to  restrain  bawdy  houses,  houses  of  prostitution  or  assignation 
and  to  punish  prostitutes  and.the  keepers  of  houses  of  prostitution  within 
the  city  or  within  such  limits  therein  as  may  be  defined  by  ordinance,  by 
fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both  and  to  adopt  summary  measures  for  the 
removal  or  suppression  of  all  such  establishments. 

Twentieth.  To  provide  for  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of 
fires  and  organizing  and  establishing  fire  companies;  also  to  regulate 
and  restrain  and  prohibit  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  in  any  part  of 
the  city;  to  regulate  and  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  manufactories  dan- 
gerous in  causing  or  producing  fires;  to  appoint  fire  wardens  and  prop- 
erty guards,  with  power  to  remove  and  keep  away  from  the  vicinity  of 
any  fire  all  idle  and  suspicious  persons  lurking  near  the  same,  and  to 
compel  any  person  or  persons  present  to  aid  in  extinguishing  such  fire, 
or  in  the  preservation  of  property  exposed  to  the  danger  of  the  same; 
and  in  preventing  goods  from  being  purloined  thereat;  and  with  such 
other  powers  and  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  ordinance,  to  com- 
pel the  owners  of  houses  and  other  buildings,  to  have  scuttles  upon  the 
roof  of  any  such  houses  and  buildings,  and  stairs  and  ladders  leading  to 
the  same.  y  . 

Twenty  first.  To  regulate  and  order  the  cleaning  of  chimneys,  and  fix 
the  fees  thereof.  ^ 

Twenty .  second.  To  regulate  the  «torage  of  gunpowder,  tar,  pitch, 
rosin,  hemp,  cotton  and  all  other  combustible  materials,  and  the  use  of 
lights  and  candles  in  all  stables,  shops  atid  other  places;  to  remove  and 
prevent  the  construction  of  any  fireplace,  hearth,  chimney,  stoves^ 
ovens,  boilers,  kettles  or^  aparatus  used  in  any  house,  building,  manufac- 
tory or  business  which  may  be  dangerous  in  causing  or  promoting  fires; 
to  direct  the  safe  construction  of  deposits  for  ashes,  and  severally  to 
enter  into  or  appoint  one  or  more  officers  at  reasonable  times  to  examine 
all  dwellings,  houses,  lots,  yards,  enclosures,  buildings  of  every  descrip- 
tion, in  order  to  discover  whether  any  of  them  are  in  a  dangerous  state, 
and  to  cause  such  as  may  be  dangerous  to  be  put  in  a  safe  and  secure 
condition. 

Twenty  third.  To  regulate  and  prescribe  the  manner  and  order,  the 
building  of  partition  and  parapet  walls  and  of  partition  fences. 

Twenty  fourtB.  To  establish  standard  weights  and  measures  and  to 
regulate  the  weights  and  measures  to  be  used  in  the  city  in  all  cases  not 
otherwise  provided  by  law. 

Twenty-fifth.  To  provide  for  the  inspection  and  measuring  of  lumber 
and  other  building  materials. 

Twenty  sixth.  To  provide  for  the  inspection  and  weight  of  hay,  the 
measuring  of  charcoal,  fire-wood  and  all  other  fuel  to  be  used  in  the 
city. 

Twenty  seventh.  To  regulate  the  inspection  of  lard,  butter  and  other 
provisions,  to  regulate  the  vending  of  meat,  poultry  and  vegetables;  to  re- 
strain and  punish  the  forestalling  of  poultry,  butter,  eggs  and  fryit  and 
to  suppress  hucksters. 

Twenty  eighth^  To  regulate  the  weight,  quality  and  price  of  bread  to 
be  sold  and  used  m  the  city. 

Twenty  ninth.     To  regulate  the  size  of  brick  made  or  sold  in  the  citj 
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Thirtieth.    Toprovide'for  the  taking  of  an  enameration  of  the  city. 

Thirty  first.  To  provide  for  the  removing  from  office  any  person 
holding  an  office  created  by  this  act,  or  by  ordinance,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for. 

Thirty-second.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  or  election  of  all  offi- 
cers, servants  and  agents  of  the  corporation,  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

Thirty-third.  To  fix  the  compensation  of  the  city  officers  not  herein 
provided  for,  and  regulate  the  fees  of  all  jurors,  witnesses  and  oiihers, 
for  services  rendered  under  this  act  or  ordinance. 

Thirty-fourth.  To  regulate  the  police  of  the  city;  to  impose  fines,  for- 
feitures and  penalties  for  the  breach  of  any  ordinance  and  to  provide  for 
the  recovery  and  appropriating  such  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  the  en- 
forcement of  such  penalties;  provided,  that  no  fine  shall  exceed  one  hun- 
dred dollars  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  fifteen  days  for  any  one 
offence. 

Thirty  fifth.  To  erect  a  work-house  and  house  of  correction  and  pro- 
vide for  the  regulation  and  government  thereof. 

Thirty  sixth.  To  regulate  and  license  all  ferries  and  toll  bridges 
Mfithin  the  limits  of  the  city. 

Thirty  seventh.  To  remove  all  obstructions  from  the  streets  and 
sidewalks  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  ^ound  fronting 
thereon,  to  provide  for  the  construction,  paving,  repairing  and  cleaning 
of  all  sidewalks  and  gutters. 

Thirty  eighth*  To  prevent  the  assemblage  of  idle  persons  at  or  near 
store  house  doors,  whereby  the  trade  of  such  house  or  persons  passing 
are  interrupted;  and  also  to  prevent  and  restrain  any  riot,  rout,  aisturb- 
^ce  or  disorderly  assemblage  in. any  street,  house  or  place  in  the  city. 

Thirty  ninth.  To  prevent  and  remove  all  encroachments  in  and  upon 
all  streets,  lanes,  avenues  and  alleys  established  by  law  or  ordinance. 

Fortieth.  To  establish  cemeteries  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the 
city  and  to  regulate  the  same. 

Forty  first.  To  exercise  complete  and  perfect  control  over  the  com- 
mons and  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  city  real  or  personal, 
whether  lying  within  or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  corporation  created  by 
this  act,  and  the  same  to  lease,  sell  in  part,  or  whole,  transfer  and  dispose 
of,  either  absolutely  or  within  limitation,  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever; and  genera.lly  to  make  such  rules,  regulations,  by  laws  and  ordi- 
nance, for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  peace,  good  goveniment  and 
order  of  the  city  of  Austin,  and  the  trade,  commerce  aiyl  manufactories 
thereof,  as  the  city  council  may  deem  expedient,  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  this  State;  and  also  to  enforce  the  observance 
thereof  by  inflicting  penalties  upon  any  inhabitant  thereof,  or  any  per- 
son or  persons,  for  the  violation  of  any  ordinance,  not  exceeding  $100 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  fifteen  days  for  any  one  offence,  recov- 
erable with  costs,  by  suit  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  city  of  Austin,  for 
the  use  of  the  city,  before  any  court  having  cognizance  of  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  article  7  of  the  above  recited 
act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLE    7,   SECTION   1. 

That  the  city  council  shall  have  power,  subject  to  the  restriction  in  the 
preceding  section,  to  make  all  ordinances  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrving  into  effect  the  powers  specified  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tion and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  act  in  the  corporation,  the  city 
government,  or  any  department,  or  office  thereof.     No  money  shall  be 
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-expended,  nor  shall  any  improvement  be  ordered  involving  an  expendi- 
tnre  of  money  except  by  ordinance,  the  provisions  of  which  shall  be 
specified  and  definite. 

Every  ordinance  which  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  city  council, 
shall  before  it  becomes  a  U^w,  be  presented  to  the  mayor  for  his  ap- 
proval; if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his 
-objections  to  the  board  of  aldermen,  which  objections  shall  be  entered  at 
large  on  the  journal  and  the  ordinance  shall  be  reconsidered.  If  after 
such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  board  shall  agree 
to  pass  the  same,  it  shall  be  in  force  as  an  ordinance.  In  all  such  cases 
the  votes  of  the  city  council  shall  be  taken,  yeas  and  nays,  and  entered 
-on  the  journal.  If  any  ordinance  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  mayor 
with  his  objections  in  writing  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  council,  the 
^ame  shall  be  in  force  as  an  ordinance  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
approved  and  signed  it.  Every  resolution  of  a  general  character,  or  relat- 
ing to  any  matter  in  which  the  public  are  interested,  shall  be  presented 
to  the  mayor  and  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  proceeded 
upon  in  the  same  manner  as  in  case  of  an  ordinance.  The  style  of  the 
-ordinance  of  the  city  shall  be:  "Be  it  ordained  by  the  city  council  of 
«of  the  city  of  Austin. " 

Every  ordinance  imposing  any  penaltv,  fine,  imprisonment  or  forfeit- 
ure, for  violation  of  its  provisions  shall,  after  the  passage  thereof,  be 
published  in  every  issue  of  a  daily  paper  for  ten  days. 

Ordinances  passed  by  the  city  council  and  requiring  publication  shall 
be  in  force  from  and  after  the  publication  thereof,  unless  it  be  therein 
otherwise  expressly  provided. 

Ordinanances  not  requiring  publication  shall  take  effect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  their  passage,  unless  it  shall  be  therein  otherwise 
expressly  provided.  All  ordinances  of  the  city  when  printed  and  pub- 
lished by  authority  of  the  city  council,  shall  be  admitted  and  received  in 
•evidence  in  all  courts  and  places  without  further  proof.  All  ordinances, 
regulations  and  resolutions  now  in  force  in  the  city  of  Austin  and  not 
in  conflict  with  this  act  shall  remain  in  force  under  this  act  until  altered, 
modified  or  repealed  by  the  city  council  after  this  act  shall  take  effect. 

Sec.  5.  '  Be  it  further  enacted  That  article  8,  of  the  above  recited 
act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLE    8,   SECTION    1. 

That  the  mayor  shall  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city,  who 
shall  be  elected  as  hereinbefore  authorized,  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
city  and  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  two  years  and  until  his 
49uccess6r  is  elected  and  qualified.  The  salary  of  the  mayor  shall  be  six 
bundred  dollars  per  annum  with  no  fees  of  office,  this  salary  being  in- 
tended not  as  a  compensation  for  services  in  the  performance  of  his  du- 
ties as  mayor,  but  only  as  a  reimbursement  for  expenses  incident  to  and 
growing  out  of  his  position.  No  person  shall  be  mayor  who  at  the  time 
of  his  election  is  not  possessed  of  the  qualification  required  for  an  alder- 
inan  or  who  holds  any  lucrative  office  under  authority  of  the  United 
States  or  any  State;  he  shall  before  entering  upon  his  duties,  take  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  to  faithfully  and 
impartially  perform  his  duties.  When  two  or  more  persons  shall  have 
an  equal  number  of  votes  for  the  office  of  mayor,  a  new  election  shall  be 
ordered,  except  in  case  such  election  is  contested,  and  whenever  an  elec- 
tion for  mayor  shall  be  contested,  the  city  council  shall  determine  the 
:same  by  vote.    Whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  office  of 
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mayor,  it  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  by  ordinance,  in  which  case  the  mayor  so  elected  shall  hold 
the  office  for  the  unexpired  term  only.  The  mayor  may  be  removed  front 
office  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office  by  a  majoritytof  t^o-thirds  of  a  full 
board  of  aldermen,  after  trial  and  conviction  in  accordance  with  the  law& 
of  the  State.  The  mayor  shall  have  power  to  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  to  appoint  all  city  officers  not 
ordered  by  this  act  to  be  otherwise  elected;  provided,  any  alderman  may 
also  make  nominations  for  any  of  the  oity  officers  herein  referred  to.  The 
mayor  shall  si^n  the  commissiops  or  appointments  of  all  persons  elected 
by  the  city  council,  and  shall  cause  all  subordinate  officers  to  be  dealt 
with  promptly  for  any  neglect  or  violation  of  duty.  He  may  suspend 
and  by  and  with  the  consent  of  council,  remove  from  office  any  person 
holding  an  office  made  elective  by  the  city  council  under  this  act,  or  here- 
after created  by  ordinance.  He  shall  have  power  when  he  deems  it  neceB- 
sary,  to  require  any  officer  of  the  city  to  exhibit  his  account  or  other 
papers,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  report  to  the  council  in 
writing,  regarding  any  errors  or  deficiencies  he  may  discover  in  said  ac- 
counts or  papers.  The  mayor  shall  preside  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  city 
council,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided  and  shall  have  a  casting 
vote  when  the  council  is  equally  divided  and  not  otherwise.  He  shall 
from  time  to  time  communicate  to  the  city  council  such  information  and 
recommend  such  measures  as  in  his  opinion  may  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  finances,  health,  security,  ornament  and  general  prosperity 
of  the  city.  The  mayor  or  any  two  councilmen  shall  nave  power  to  cau 
special  meetings  of  the  cit;^  council,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  council  in  writing  and  the  call  and  object  thereof  shall  be 
entered  dn  the  journal  by  the  clerk.  The  mayor  shall  take  care  that  the 
laws  of  the  State  and  the  ordinances  of  the  city  are  duly  enforced,  re^ 
spected  and  observed  within  the  city  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call 
on  every  male  inhabitant  of  the  city,  over  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
under  the  age  of  fifty  years,  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  city,  and  any  person  who  shall  not  obey  such  call  shall  forfeit  ta 
the  city  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars.  The  mayor,  by  and 
with  the*  consent  of  the  council  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures and  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  all  offenses  arising  under 
the  ordinances  of  the  city.  He  shall  have  power  to  solemnize  marriages 
and  to  administer  oaths  of  office.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence  or 
illness  of  the  recorder  or  in  case'of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  recorder,  the 
mayor  shall  have  like  power  with  the  recorder  to  try  all  cases  of  viola- 
tion of  the  city  ordinances  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  do  so,  unless  such 
vacancy  temporary  or  otherwise  shall  have  been  filled  as  provided  in 
this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  article  nine  of  the  above  re- 
cited shall  hereafter  read  as  follows  : 

ARTICLE   9,    SECTION    1. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  city  council  elected  under  this  act  and 
every  two  years  thereafter  the  city  council  shall  upon  nomination  by 
the  mayor,  or  any  alderman,  proceed  to  elect  an  assessor  and  collector,  a. 
recorder,  a  city  marshal,  a  treasurer,  a  city  physician,  a  city  clerk,  a  city 
attorney  and  a  city  engineer,  who  in  addition  to  the  duties  prescribed 
by  this  act  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  have  been,  or  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  ordinance.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years  and 
until  their  successors  are  duly  qualified  and  may  at  any  time  be  removed 
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from  office  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  a  full  board  of  aldermen. 
Such  other  omcers,  servants  and  agents  of  the  corporations  as  the  city 
council  may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  city 
government  and  for  the  interest  of  the  city  may  be  provided  for  by  or- 
dinance and  elected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers  mentioned  in  this^ 
section  and  for  such  terms  of  office  as  the  city  council  may  determine. 
After  every  election  of  city  officers  by  the  council,  the  council  shall  imme- 
diately proceed  to  fix  the  salaries  of  such  officers  and  the  salaries  so  fixed. 
shall  npt  be  lessened  during  the  term  of  office  for  which  said  officers 
yrete  elected;  provided,  the  salary  of  the  ass^sor  and  collector  shall  not 
exceed  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  inclusive  of  all  commissions- 
that  may  be  allowed  by  the  city  council,  the  salary  of  the  city  marshal 
fiibali  ];iot  exceed  twelve  hundred  dollars  per,  annum,  the  salary  of 
treasurer  shall  not  exceed  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  salary  of 
oity  physician  shall  not  exceed  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the 
salary  of  city  clerk  shall  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  dollars^ 
per  annum,  the  salary  of  city  engineer  shall  not  exceed 
twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  exclusive  of  such  f  ee»  as  he  may 
be  allowed  by  the  city  council  to  charge  private  parties  for  services  ren- 
dered them,  the  salary  of  recorder  shall  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  with  no  fees,  and  the  salary  of  city  attorney  shall  not  ex- 
ceed fifteen  hundred*  dollars  per  annum  and  such  fees  as  may  be  allowed 
by  ordinance  for  attending  to  cases  of  appeal  before  the  county  and 
Supreme  Courts.  The  city  attorney  shall  by  himself  or  deputy  appear 
and  prosecute  all  cases  in  the  recorder's  court  arising  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  and  the  ordinances  of  the  city.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
th«  city  attorney  to  prepare  and  draw  up  all  complaints  for  misdemean- 
ors and  to  cause  all  necessary  witnesses  to  be  summoned  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution  and  he  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  administer 
oaths  to  persons  making  complainta  before  the. recorder's  court.  The 
usual  attorneys  fees,  or  such  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  city  council, 
shall  be  charged  and  collected  as  other  fees  and  when  collected  shall  be 
paid  to  the  assessor  and  collector  as  a  part  of  the  revefiue  of  the  city. 
,  The  oity  attorney  shall  attend  the  meetings  of  the*  city  council  to  give 
his  advice,  and  he  shall  give  his  opinion  upon  all  legal  questions  arising- 
nnder  the  city  government  and  perform  such  other  duties  in  connection 
with  his  office  as  may  be  required  by  the  city  council.  He  shall  be  a> 
licensed  lawyer  and  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  him. 
by  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  the  ordinances  of  the  city. 

Sec.  1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Article  ten  of  the  above  re- 
cited act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLE    10,  SECTION  1. 

The  recorder  shall  be  the  chief  judicial  magistrate  of  the  city  and  as 
such  shall  hold  a  court  within  said  city  by  the  name  of  the  Recorder's 
Court  of  the  city  of  Austin  which  said  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  and 
cognizance  in  all  misdemeanors,  breaches  of  the  peace,  infractions  of  the 
ordinances,  and  all  other  causes  arising  under  the  laws  of  .said  city,  sub- 
ject however  to  an  appeal  to  th^  county  court  in  the  same  manner  as  ap- 
peals are  taken  and  granted  from  justices'  courts  to  the  county  court 
under  the  general  laws  of  the  State;  and  in  all  cases  of  appeal  from 
the  recorder's  court  to  the  county  court  .either  party  shall  have 
the  right  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  county  court  to  the 
Supreme  Court  under  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  The  re- 
corder may  require  of  any  person  arrested  under  the  provisions  of  this 
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act,  or  o^  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  a  bond  for  his  or  her  good  behavior 
and  to  keep  the  peace,  with  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  bond 
thority  to  issue  subpoenas  for  witnesses  and  to  compel  their  attendance  by 
shall  be  payable  to  the  city  of  Austin.  He  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
process  of  attachment.  He  may  issue  warrants  of  arrests,  search  war- 
rants executions  and  any  other  process  known  to  the  law  which  a  jtuh 
tice  of  the  peace  of  this  State  may  lawfully  issue,  and  he  may  punish  all 
contempts  by  fines  and  imprisonment,  or  either.  He  shall  also  have  fall 
power  and  authority  to  administer  official  oaths  and  all  other  oaths  or 
affirmations,  and  give  certificates  thereof.  The  recorder  s&all  be  ex-offi- 
cio  justice  of  the  peace  and  shall  possess  and  execute  within  the  city 
limits  in  criminal  cases  all  the  powers  and  duties  of  such  offices,  but  in 
no  case  shall  he  entertain  jurisdiction  in  civil  suits.  He  shall  charge  in 
all  cases  the  same  fees  which  are  allowed  to  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
same  kind  of  services,  which  shall  be  charged  and  collected  as  other  fees 
and  when  collected  shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  city.  The  recorder  shall  be  a  conservator  of  the  peace, 
and  his  court  shall  be  open  every  day  except  Sunday,  to  hear  and  de- 
termine any  and  all  cases  cognizable  before  him,  and  he  shall  have 
power  to  bnng  parties  before  him  forthwith  for  trial.  Persons  Arraigned 
Tor  violation  of  city  ordinances  demanding  a  trial  by  jury,  shall  deposit 
with  the  city  clerk  the  sum  of  three  dollars,  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  costs  of  such  }ury,  unless  they  shall  make  oath  that  they  are  unaMe 
to  pay  or  secure  the  same,  any  person  convicted  of  an  offense  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  ordinances  of  the  city  shall  be  punished 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  or  either  and  hard  labor  as  may  be  rega- 
4ated  by  ordinance. 

The  recorder  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
any  ordinance  of  the  city  and  shall  receive  a  salary  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The  recorder  shall  be  a 
licensed  lawyer,  and  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  him" 
by  the  charter  and  the  ordinance  of  the  city.  The  fines  imposed  in  the 
recorder's  court  for  the  violation  of  the  city  ordinances,  shall  not  be  less 
than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  any  every 
offense.  In  case  of  the  illness  or  temporary  absence  of  the  recorder,  the 
mayor  may  apppoint  an  acting  recorder,  who  shall  take  the  required  oath 
and  receive  the  same  compensation  as  the  recorder  during  the  time  of 
rfluch  temporary  appointment. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  article  sixteen  of  the  above 
recited  act  shall  hereafter  read  as  follows: 

ABTICLE    16,  SECTION  1. 

That  the  revenues  received  during  each  fiscal  year  shall  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  government,  and  the  ap- 
propriation made  during  that  year;  and  no  debt  shall  be  incurred  during 
any  fiscal  year  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  Section  3  of  this  act,  or 
under  authority  conferred  by  the  Legislature.  The  city  council  is  hereby 
prohibited  from  incurring  any  expense  or  making  appropriations  beyond 
the  receipts  of  the  treasury,  so  that  at  the  close  of  any  fiscal  year,  any  ob- 
ligation created  during  that  year  shall  remain  unpaid,  except  in  case  of 
l^onds  issued  as  hereinbefore  provided,  and  it  is  hereby  made  a  misde- 
meanor for  the  mayor  to  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  city  treasury,  except 
on  written  information  'from  the  treasurer,  that  there  is  sufficient  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  set  apart  for  the  immediate  payment  of  said 
warrant.     Such  misdemeanor  on  the  part  of  the  mayor  shall  be  punished 
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by  a  trial  for  impeachment  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  on  conviction 
by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  a  full  board,  by  dismissal  from  office.  It  is 
hereby  also  made  a  misdemeanor  for  any  alderman  to  knowingly  vote 
for  any  appropriation  whereby  debt  shall  be  created  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  attorney  to  report 
to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  court  of  Travis  county  any  alderman  for 
such  violation  of  law,  the  penalty  for  which  after  trial  and  conviction 
shall  be  dismissal  from  office.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  treasurer 
to  report  to  the  city  council  at  their  first  regular  meeting  in  each 
month^  the  balance  of  money  in  the  treasury  unappropriated.  All 
officers  'of  the  city  shall  take  the  oath  prescribed  in  this  act  for  the 
mayor  and  aldermen,  and  the  present  city  council  shall  exercise  all  of  the 
powers  and  functions  vested  in  the  council  under  this  act. 

Skc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  that  the  amendments  to  the  charter 
of  the  city  of  Austin  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  voters  of  said  city,  at 
an  election  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  1875  and  not  in  con- 
flict with  this  act  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

This  act  is  declared  to  be  a  public  act  and  may  b^  read  in  evidence  ia 
all  courts  of  law  and  equity  in  this  State  without  proof. 

All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
hereby  repealed. 

The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  session  creates  an  imperative  ne- 
cessity that  the  rule  requiring  bills  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  he- 
suspended;  therefore  said  rule  is  hereby  suspended  and  this  act  shall  take- 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  April  17, 1883. 

Takes  effect  from  passage. , 
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THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS,  ) 
Depabtment  of  State.      f 

I,  Joseph  W.  Baines,  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  Laws  contained  in  this  volume  are  true  and  cor- 
rect copies  of  the  enrolled  bills  now  on  file  in  this  department.  I  fur- 
ther certify  that  the  regular  session  of  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  con- 
vened at  the  city  of  Austin,  on  the  ninth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1883, 
;and  adjourned  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1883. 

In  Testimony  Whebeof,  I  hereto  sign  my  name, 
[l.  s.]  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  State  of  Texas,  at  Austin,  on 

this,  tAvelfth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1883. 

JOS.  W.  BAINES, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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